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BOO K IV. 



HEN the king was mfbrtnd that BOOK m 
Reginald de Fitfurfe, Hugh dc Mor- ^75^7^^^ 
ville, Richard Brito^ and William vit.s.T.prae- 
4eT^^y, ha^ fuddenly left his court, with 5^-|PJf^^^^^^^ 

f^ inteafton to go, without his leavCj into Martyrium, 
jo^htj^y (which he was apprifed of the morn- ^^ 9- 
afitet their departure) he apprehended fome 
^I|if^,and,difpatched immediate orders, to all 
^l^-pbrts of IsTormandyi that they (hould be 
jgd and brought back to the caftle of Bure, 
fc he WHS keeping bis Chriftmas : but, un- 
3j, they had found the wind fo fair to carry 
,...Qver^ that before his meflengers, with ibidem, p. 
t^tipofl Jiafte they could make, were able st^eph^mde"^ 
^gf ^iiitheri they had all paft the fea* After p. 78, 79, 
^ii.. V* B endea- 
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2 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. endeavouring to prevent any violence being 
aTd^Tiji. ^^^^9 by thefe gentlemen, again ft Becket, with- 
„ out a proper warrant of legal authority, he re- 
folved, by the advice df a council of lofds, 
which he had fummoned on hearing the com- 
plaints laid before him by the archbifliop of 
York, to fend inftantly into England his chief 
juftickry of Normandy, Richard de Humet, 
with orders to the young king for the arreft- 
ing of Becket, if that prelate would not yield 
to what fliould be required of him on the part 
of the crown. This lord arrived in England 
before the murder was committed, and as foon 
' -as^ be landed difpatched Hugh de Gundeville and 
William Fitsjohn to the palace at Winchefter, 
where the young king then refided, with di- 
retlions to take there fome knights of the houf- 
hold, and go with them to Canterbury, as 
fecretly as they could, that their orders might 
be executed without any oppofition ; while he 
himfelf had the care of diligently guarding 
the coafts and fea-ports, left Becket, on fome 
notice of what was intended, (hould fly out 
of the kingdom. Thefe meafures appear to 
Stephamdcs, j^^y^ ^^^j^ ^^n concerted; but, before they 
^*^^' could take effect, the blow was ftruck, by 

which the juftice of the crown was prevented, 
the reputation of the king was foully ftained, 
and his affairs were more embroiled, than they 
could have been by any aft, however outrage- 
ous, of the living archbifhop. The manner, 
the time, the place, all the circumftances of 
the affafGnation, muft have aggravated the 

3 'g"^^^ 
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OF Kins HENRY 11. 3 

giiilt and chcreafed the horror of it in the ^O OK IV. 
minds of the people. Yet no tumult enf a ed ^^757771^ 
in any part of the kin'^dom ! No man fought 
to take vengeance .on any of the murderers, 
or even to bring them to juftice ! After they Vita S. T. 
had done their bloody deed, they ranfacked^'^,^^^' ■^^^^'' 

, 1 • T 1 1 Ai II,- ^^^^S, C. 20. 

^ the arcniepikopal palace at Canterbury, deli- Epift. J. Sa- 

• vered all the papers and writings they found "^^^- 2^^- 
' there to Ranulph de Brock, that he might carry 

them to the king in Normandy, and divided 

the other fpoils among themfelves, if we may 

believe fome contemporary writers of Becket's 

life: but though this is affirmed in a private J^^* ^^^Ifb. 

letter from one of them to the bifhop of Poi-^^'^' ^^^' 

tiers, I cannot eafily think that perfons of fuch 

rank would add rapine and robbery to aflaf- 

fination. When they hrd executed all they 

thought proper to do, they left Canterbury 

and paffed the night in the country; but theVit. S. T. 

• next morning they again affcmbled in arms ^^J^^^^' ^^^^' 
without the walls of the city 5 at which theEpifl. Joh. 
monks were alarmed, and apprehending fome ^^^^^' ^^^' 
outrage againft the primate^s dead body made 

hafle to inter it in the church. Nothing?; was 
done to difturb it; but foon afterwards the 
four knights departed out of Kent, and, with- 
out even endeavouring to fee the yourlg king, 
oi^ any of his minifters, went together to a 

' caftle which belonged to Hugh de Morville, at 
Knarefborough in Yorkshire, where they flayed 

' %3any months, not daring (fays Benedift abbot Bencdlcl:. 
of Peterborough) /c> r^/wr/? to the court from^^\'^^^'^^^ 

'whence they came: si ftrong proof that their 
• ^ z mafter 
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4 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOQK IV. matter had not given them any orders to do 
^[TdTTitk what they did, and that, inftead of expefting 
any recompence from him, they feared his dif- 
pleafure, 
Epift. 79.I.V. We learn from a letter which the bifliop of 
« Cod. Vatic, Ljgg^^ wrote to the oooe. that Henrv. on 
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OF King HENRY IL 5 

trafted any guilt, by any conftruftion of the ^OOKIV. 
words he had fpoken in his anger which en- aTd^'Titu 
couraged the aflaffins in their wicked enter* 
prize, it would heft be expiated by the prayers 
of that confraternity. They added, " that 
** he commanded the archbi (hop's corpfe to be 
*' honourably buried : for^ though^ when liv- 
^' ingj that prelate haa been his enemy, yet he 
*' would not profecute him^ when dead, but re- 
** mitted to his foul whatever offences he had 
*^ committed again/l him and agaifift the royal 
^' dignityy 

From thefe laft words it appears, that Henry 
continued to think of Becket*s behaviour as 
he had juftly thought before, notwithftanding 
the forrow he exprefled for his murder; and 
certainly in thefe fentiments there was no in- 
confiftency. The bad effefts he forefaw from 
fo unhappy an end of his difputes with that 
prelate fixed on his mind fuch a gloom, that, Hlft. Quadrl- 
till forty days had paffed over, he abftained P^^J* ^ *^* 
from all diverfions, all exercife, and all bufi-Benedia,Ab- 
riefs ; he beared no caufes, he received no peti- ^^^ ^' *• 
tlons from his fubjefts; but remained folitary^' ^^* 
within the walls of his palace, often fighing, 
and repeating to himfelf thefe words, Alas ! 
alas I that this mif chief Jhould have happened! 

In the mean time Becket's friend and Alex- Hoveden,par8 
ander's legate in France, the archbifhopof Sens, *^*- ^^^ ^^• 
^ftote to Alexander a letter full of rage againtt Eplft! s. T. I 
Henry, as the murderer of Becket : fo did alfo ^o> 3^- 1« v- 
the earl of Blois and Louis himfelf. The laft 
f^led on the pope " to unfheath the fuoord of 
B 3 '' Fetery 
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6 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. <c Peter, that it might fignally avenge the blood 
A. !>/ 1 1 / /. *' ^/ ^^^ martyr of Ciinterbiiry^ ivbich, not Jo 
'^ much j or It f elf as for the cathollck churchy 
** donanded Vrj.geanccy But the archbifi-iop 
of Sens, wuhout even wailing to receive the 
popj% anfvvcr, d/fi:ed to Ixigin theijiflifting of 
that '■r.snjeance. For having, not long before, 
been ordered by Alexander to put under an in-! 
terdicl all the dominions of Henry in France, 
if that king did not execute his agreement with 
Becket, he now required the archbifliop of 
^.^^i. 2. Rouen, who had reo ived the lame mandate, to 
join with him in that aft. But the Norman 
prelate declared, foe ivould do nothing to aggra^ 
*Date his matters afjiiSiioTi^ and very prudently 
interpofed an appeal to the pope. Yet the 
other, by virtue of a claufe in the mandate, 
which authorifcd either of them fingly to pro- 
ceed in the due execution thereof, if his col- 
lea^u* could not, or would not, concur with 
] .im therein, took on himfclf to pronounce the 
fen;ence of interdict, and injoined the archbi- 
fliop of Rouen, together with all the other 
biHiops of Henry's territories in France, to fee 
it obeyed. But to this injunction no regar4 
w^as any where paid. 

Immediately aftewards Henry's cmbalfadors 
to the pope fit out on their journey, and among 
Bcncdl^. 'them, as head of this very important embaliy, 
KSo. 1. 1. th: archbifliop of Rouen: but, before he had 
p. 20. Hj c- i^ j^^ French confines, finding himfelf quite 
ii. r. 301. unaole, trom his age and lahrmuies, to bear 
i.pi.i. 83, G4. the fatigue of travelling any further, he re- 
turned 
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or King HENRY IT. 7 

turned to his fee. The others went on, but BOOK iv. 
proceeding very flowly, by reafon of the dif- aTdwItT! 
ficulties which the feafon of the year and the 
paflage of the mountains occafioned, they 
thought it neceflary that one of them fhould 
be difpatched before the reft ; which commif- 
lion was affigned to Richard Barre, a moft 
zealous and diligent fervant of Henry, who 
willingly undertook it. The bifhops of Wor- 
ceiler and Evereux, the Lord Robert deNeu- 
bourg, and four others of a rank inferior to 
thefe, having come as far, a Sienna, were de- 
tained there foraq^ days, becaufe from thence to 
Frafeati, where Alexander then refided, all the 
roads were infefted by the troops of a noble- 
man of the imperial faftion. 

Impatient of this delay, which they feared 
would be hurtful to the affairs of their mafter, 
the four inferior minifters left the city by night, 
and paffing through unfrequented ways, over 
the tops of the mountains, with much labour 
and great danger arrived at Frafcati. There 
they found Richard Barre, who gave them a 
very difagreeable account of the temper of the 
court; Alexander having refufed to admit him 
to his prefence, and none of the cardinals 
having fiiewn him hitherto the leaft mark of 
regard. Nor were they thenifelveis much bet-? 
ter ufed: the pope would not fee them; till, 
aifter long waiting and many humble entreaties, 
audience w^s granted to two of them, lefs 
fqfpefted than the others of enmity to Becket, Epift. 83. U 
namely, the abbot of Valaffe and the arch- 

B 4 deacon* 
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8 HISTORY OF T«E LIFE 

BOOK IV > deacon of Lifieux. But, even on their firft 
]^. p/ii7i, falutation of the pope in the name of their 
mafter, the clamours of the whole affembly 
interrupted and flopped them, as if (to ufe 
their own expreffion to the king on this fub- 
jeft) the very mention of his name had been to 
that ponfiff an abomination. Yet in the even- 
ing, they fecretly obtained of his Holinefs a 
%^\% 8|, 84. private and quiet hearing. Here they freely 
J' ^» fet forth the many great benefits conferred by 

Henry on Becket, and the many intemperate 
and ill-timed, afts which had been done by 
that prelate againft his royal dignity, in order 
to excufe the tranfport of paffion, which they 
confeijeu had drawn from him fome rafli words> 
from whence occafion had been taken to com-- 
mit the murder : but that be had given any 
order for the committing of it, or that his will 
had concurred in it, they abfolutely denied. 

Thefe things they repeated to his Holinefs 
the ne2Ct day before all the cardinals ; in which 
pipift, 80. Ly. confiftory two monks, who had been chap- 
lains to Becket, and whom the archbifhop 
of Sens had fent to the pope with private 
inftrudions, were allowed to plead againft 
them. What anfwer the pope made we are 
not told ; but it appears that they found the 
credit of their adverfaries fo fuperior to theirs, 
that they almoft defpaired of fuccefs, 

Indeed there was great caufe for fuch de-^ 
fpondency (xw their part ; as, befides the many 
pther reafons which gave the fee of Rome g 
lagft interetling concern io the P?rfoi|: of Becket, 

4 iti 
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OF King HENRY ll. ^ 

Its own dignity was immediately and griev- BOOK iv. 
oiifly aifefted by the murder of that prelate, aTdTTiTi. 
who at the time of his death was Invefted with 
the charafter of its legate in England. Nor 
could they eafily make the pope believe, that 
any fervants of Henry would have dipped 
their hands in the blood of tiie primate of 
England, and a minifter reprefcnting the fo- 
vereign pontiff, without a pofitive and ^xprefs 
command from their matter. Arduous there- 
fore was the talk to clear that prince of this 
deed before a judge fo offended, and fo ex- 
afperated againft him ; efpecially as the paffions 
of the court of Rome were inflamed by tbofe 
of the king of Franct, whofe friendfhip and 
protedion were necellary to Alexander againft 
the emperor and his party* 

The Thurfday before Eafter, on which day Epifl, 83. i. r. 
it was cuflomary for the pope to excommu- 
nicate all notorious offenders, was now nearly 
approaching ; and Henry's minifters were al- 
armed by intelligence given to them, that his 
Holinefs would include their mafter in the 
cenfnres which he fhould then fulminate. On 
confultihg with thofe cardinals who were moft 
the king's friends, and imploring them to dif- 
cover the intentions of the pontiff, they were 
aflurcd that a refolution was immutably taken 
to excommunicate the king by name, to put 
all his dominions, not only in France, but in 
England, under an interdift, and to confirm the 
ientence paft, agninft his bifhops, by Becket, 
gi little before that prelate's death. For the 

preventing 
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BOOK IV. preventing of fo great and fo imminent a 
^J'^r^''"^^"^ and by the adv^ice of their patrons iti 

the facred college, they thought it neceflary 
to go beyond their inftruflions, and to no.ti- 
fy to the popCj that the king in this affair 
would fubmit to his mandates ; which decla- 
ration (they faid) they were impowered to con-' 
firm by an oath in his prefence, and added, 
that Henry would perfonally take one to that 
effeft. This offer was accepted ; they took the 
oath in the confiftory, on the day they fo much 
dreaded ; and the pepe was content with only 
excommunicating, by a general fentence, the 
murderers of Becket, and all who advifed, or 
abetted^ or ajfentedto their crime ^ or who fhould 
knowingly receive or harbour them in their 
lands. 
Eplfl.84.1,v. Soon after E^fter the three embafladors from 
Henry, who had flayed behind at Sienna, came 
to Frafcati. They refufed the oath taken by 
the other minifters of that prince : for which 
reafon the pope, not only confirmed the fen- 
tence of interdid: which the archbifiiop of Sens 
had laid on Henry's dominions in Francse, but 
injoined that king to abftain from entering any 
church. Yet he concluded with faying, he 
would fend to him legates, to the intent that 
they might fee and know his humility. This 
promife was of moment, as it held forth ^ 
beginning of negotiation ; and foon afterwards, 
by the intervention of fome of the cardjnals, 
and (as it was faid in thofe times) of a great 
fum of money, every thing that appeared 

hoftile, 
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OF King HENRY 11. ij. 

Boftile, or fevere againft Henry, was miti-^^K^^ 
gated or ftppt. The pope, who juft before a. 0/1171. 
had ratified the fentence of excommunication, 
which Becket had paft againft the two bifiiops 
of Salifbury and London, fent a mandate toHovcden, 
abfolve them under eafv conditi^ms, and wrote ^'^"^•P^'?"- 
himfelf to the king (a favour obtained withann. 1171. 
mariy urgent fupplications by the minifters of %ift- 84* i*v. 
that prince) to invite him to humility \ fo that^' "^^^' 
all was compofed till the legates a latere^ who 
were not yet appointed, (hould come into 
Notmandy ; the execution of the interdift on 
Henry's territories in Fsgjnce remained fuf- 
pended, and things evidently, tended to a re- 
conciliation. 

While Henry's minifters at Frafcati were 
doing him this good fervice, John of Salift^ury, 
who after the affaffination of Becket had con- 
tinued at Canterbury, and many monks of the 
convent in confederacy with him, had recourfe 
tp a method of railing the charadler of their 
late friend and patron, which the. ignorance of 
thofe times and propenfity to, believe the mgft 
incredible fidions rendered very fuccefsful. They 
gave out that fuch miracles were wrought by 
the interceffion of this martyr and faint, as 
equalled or even exceeded the greateft con- 
tained in the legends of the church. At firft, 
fome of the minifters about the young king, Jo^^^- Sarifb; 
apprehenfive that difturbances might be exci- ^^^^ ^ ' 
ted among the common people, if this im- 
pofture went on, endeavoured to ftop it by 
the royal authority : but, as they did not pro- 
ceed 
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12 HISTORY OP THE LIFE 

BOOK rv.ceed to enforce the prohibition of fpreading 

Ijjj^^^^'^^thefe reports by punifhing the offenders, it 

* proved ineffeftual, and the deluCon encreafed 

ftill more and more. John of Salifbury, in a 

Ibidem. j^^^^j, ^^ jj^^ j^j^^p ^f Poitiers, had the affur- 

ance to affirm, upon his own knowledge,. 
^* that, as well at the tomb of the primate^ as 
*' at the place where he was Jlain, and before 
*^ the great altar where his corpfe was laid 
*' out^ paralyticks were recovered^ the blind 
^^faw^ the deaf heard J the dumb fpake, and 
^^ the lame walked.''^ 

If the king had been excommunicated for 
the murder of Becket, or if the pope had put 
his kingdom under an interdift, the adivity 
of the monks in propagating thefe tales, and 
the fimplicity of the laity in receiving their 
teftimony without examination, might have 
done him great mifchief : but the general ex- 
peftation that he would be abfolved when the 
legates fhould arrive, which naturally arofe 
from the refpite granted to him and other marks 
of a favourable difpofition towards him ap- 
pearing in the pope, checked and weakened 
the effefts of this engine of fedition fo artfully 
raifed againfl him by his enemies in this king- 
dom, to which he returned out of Normandy 
on the feventh day of Augufl of this year 
eleven hundred and feventy-one, and where 
he found all things quiet. 

Fortune now offered to him a fair oppor- 
tunity, which his wifdom gladly feized, of 
prefenting a new objeft to the attention of 

the 
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or King HENRY II. 13 

the publick, and (hewing himfelf to his fub- ^QQ^ ^^^ 
jefts in a very different light from that of a pe- a. D/1171. 
nitents with all the majefty of a prince eiji- 
larging the bounds of his hereditary empire 
by the acquifition of a great and very ancient 
kingdom, which, though far more defirable 
thaii any. other to England, had not ever, 
hitherto, been under the fceptre of any Engliih 
monarch. He refolved to add Ireland to his 
regal dominions, and hoped to do it without 
refiftance or bloodflied, by the terror of his 
arms, and from the general difpofition of the 
Iri(h themfelves to fubmit to his government. 
But, before I relate the particulars of his con- 
duft in this important undertaking, it will 
be neceflary to premife a fliort view of the 
hiftory and ftate of that ifland, from the ear- 
lieft times down to thofe, when the concur- 
rence of many extraordinary events invited 
him thither. 

The firft accounts of the Irifh, delivered by 
the G^eks, agree in reprefenting them as a 
mo& m'age people : nor did the Romans, who 
after, the conqueft of Britain had the means of 
objtaining a more perfect knowledge ojf them, 
contradid that defcription, Tacitus lays, that In V;ta 
the nature and the manners of tl^ Irifli differed ^gricolap. 
not much from the Britifli: and he adds, th^t 
the coafts and harbours of Ireland were better 
known than thofe of Britain, by a greater 
commerce and refort of merchants to them. 
T|ie character therefore of thofe who inha- 

' bited 
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14 HISTORY OF fttE LIFE 

BOOK IV. bited the maritime parts of that ifland could 
''' not be unknown ; and if (as hd affirms) they 
refembled the Britons, they rnuft have been 
very barbarous. The fame hiftorian informs 
us, that he often had heard his father-in-law, 
Julius Agricola, fay, Ireland might be fub- 
' dued, and kept, by one Roman legion and a 
few auxiliary troops. That commander had 
Avith him one of the kings of the Iri(h, whom 
a fedition had lately driven out of his country, 
and from whom, doubtlefs, he had gained, as 
well as from the number of merchants trading 
thither, a particular information of the ftate 
and ftrength cf the ifland, which he was pre- 
paring to invade when the jealoufy of Domi- 
tian recalled him to Rome. If he had been 
permitted to purfue his enterprife, we may 
reafonably believe^ on the credit of his judge- 
ment, that he would not have failed of fuc- 
cefs. Perhaps he trufted in part to the divi- 
fions of the Irifli artK)ng themfelves* Julius 
^•.36* p-^^-Solinus, who wrote in the fccond or third 
i^'^g, * century, defcribes them as a nation tnhofpita'^ 
1. i. c. 2. ble and warlike^ 'who made no diflinilion be^ 
SeealfoUfljer, /ijt;^^;/ good and had aStions. Orofius, in the 
Andquit."^' fi^^^ century, calls the inhabitants of Ireland 
c. 1 6. Scots J by which name they are mentioned in 

feveral Latin authors from the fifth till the 
eleventh century, and ftill later in fome. Gildas, 
DeExcidio a learned Britifli monk, who wrote in the 
^^'^^i2j^2iX five hundred and fixty four, fpeaks of 
13. the Scots and the Pifts, who conjointly in his 

times made war on the Britons, as differing 

m 
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Of King HENRY II. 15 

'in fome of their manners, but agreeing m a^^^^ i^* 

cruel thirft of blood and a barfearous mode of ^ '^ 
drefs. Yet all thefe accounts are rejefted by 
modern Irifh writers, as coming from ftrangers 

ill informed, or hoftile to their nation. And, 
certainly, if they have any authentick relations 

from contemporary hiftorians of their own 
country, the authority of fuch muft prevail 
over thefe, and from them chiefly we muft 
learn the hiftory of Ireland as far back as they 
go. Mere tradition, indeed, if carried higher 
than the memory of a few generations, de- 
fervcs little regard ; but the Irifli affirm that 
their anceltors had an alphabet, not derived 
from the Roman, but brought over to Ireland, 
a thoufand years before Chrift, by a colony 
out of Spain : and we know from Strabo, a L. iii. p. 204. 

' writer of the moft undoubted credit, that in fQ|j^'^;^''||^"i 
his time all the Spaniards had the ufe of let- Cafaub. 
ters. He likewife mentions the Turduli, or 
Turdetani, a people of Baetica, as the moft 
learned among them, '^ thefe having (as they 
^^ faidj written monuments of antiquity^ and 

" " poems^ and laws compofed in verfe^ for fix 
*' thoufand years pafiT . It is needlefs to ob- 
ferve how greatly they exceeded the bounds of 
truth in this boaft : but the Tyrians, who 
traded, in ancient times, to their country, 
might have early inftrutted them in the art of 
writing; and the Carthaginians, who were 
afterwards fettled in Spain, might have com- 
municated to all the other Spaniards the know- 

' ledge and ufe of their letters. A colony there- 
fore 
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BOOK iv. fore from Baetica, or any part of the weftem 
^ '^coafts of Spain, may have brought into Ire- 
land the Punic or Phoenician charaSers : but the 
See it in Mr. alphabet, called by the Irifli Bethluis-nion, ap- 
o Conors pears to be the Roman alphabet differently ar- 
jji^^'^of^ire! ranged and reduced to the number of only 
land, p, 36, eighteen letters, with the addition of fomc 
37* compounds, and with fmall variations in the 

form of fbme of the letters. One fliould there- 
fore fuppofe that it is not very ancient, and 
the rather, as no Irifti writing, inconteftably 
Antiquit. Hi- anterior to Patrick's preaching in Ireland, has 
bern. c. ii. evcr yet been publifhed. Sir James Ware in- 
^' deed fays, that he had in his pofleffion an old 
nianufcript full of fecret charafters, called by 
the ancient Irifti Ogum^ in which they wrote 
what they meant to keep hidden or mjrfteri-^ 
ous; but of what age he took the book to be 
he does not inform us, nor how, if it was 
written in characters different from thofe above- 
mentioned, that, or others, in which this an- 
cient cypher is found, can at prefent hp de- 
cyphered, or could ever be underftood, by any 
modern Irifh. One may reafonably fuppofe, 
that in manufcripts written fince that natiqn 
received the Roman letters from Patrick, fome 
traditional truths, recorded before by the bards 
in their unwritten poems, may have been pre- 
fcryed to our times : yet thefe; cannot be fo 
feparated from many fabulous ftories, derived 
from the fame fources, as to obtain a firm 
credit ; it not being fufficient to eftablifii the 
authority of fufpefted traditions, that they can 

be 
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be (hewn to be not fo improbable, or abfiii*d, as BOOK rVi 
others with which they are mixed ; fince there ^ "^ 
may be fpccious as Well as fenfekfs fidtions; 
Nor can a poet, or bard, who lived in the lixth 
or feventh century aftef Chrift, if his poem is 
ftill extant, be any voucher for fafts fuppofed to 
have happened before the Incarnation ^ though 
his evidence (allowing ,for poetical licence) 
m?y be received on fuch matters as come with- 
in his own. times, or the remembrance of old 
men with whom he ccMiyerfed. It is therefore 
fafeft, in writing the ancient hiftory of Ire- 
land, to be content with; thofe lights^ which 
foreign writers have given, till better evidence 
is produced by the Irifli themfelves: as, in 
writing that of Britain, the moft judicious 
hiftorians pay no regard to the Welfh or Bri- 
ti(h traditions delivered by Geoffry of Mon- 
mouth, though it is not impoffible that fome 
of thofe may be true, but adhere to the in- 
formation, which contemporary v/riters of 
other countries afford, concerning the Britons. 
The very learned Bifhop Stillingfleet has fuf-g ^^^^f^ 
ficiently (hewn, that the Pfalter of Cajloel is Britifh 
of no better credit, as to the accounts which Churches, 
it gives of the high antiquities of the Irifh/' ^' 
than the Britifh romance .above- mentioned : 
yet on the authority of that book the greateft 
ft'refs has been laid by Flaharty, Keating, and 
others, as containing colleftions of ancient 
chronicles compofed by the bards, fupervifed 
by St. Patrick, and confirmed by the aflembly 
of the nation at Taragh, in the reign of 
Vol. V* C Laeogary, 
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BOOK IV'. Laeogary, their firft Chriftian monarch, tvith 
***"''~'^' ^ moft extraordinary care to prevent any errors, 
or partial mifreprefentations. Waiting then 
till better fruits of this pretended attention in 
the Irifh legiflature to the purity of their hif- 
tory fliall have been (hewn to the publick, 
we muft feek for other guides, to difcover to 
ITS, fo far as it can be difcovered, the ftate of 
that people, when either no authentic hiftori- 
cal monuments exifted among them, or when, 
from the lofs of thofe that formerly did exiit, 
we are equally deprived of that information 
which they might have afforded. 

Concerning the origin of the Irifli fome good 
antiquaries have thought no difficulty occurs, 
becaufe their language itfelf, without any 
other proofs, declares them to be Celts. But 
that ancient people fpread wide, and colonics 
of them may have come at different times into 
Ireland, not only from Britain, but from Gaul, 
- from Germany, and from Spain ; fo that to 
prove which of thefe is the mother country 
of the Irifli, or whether they are not a mixed 
Sec Ware, race, other teftimony is wanting. From Pto- 
lemy's map it fhould fcem that parts of Ire- 
land were poff^ft, in the fecond century after 
Chrift, by emrgrants from all thefe feveral 
countries: but before the end of tke fourth, 
and from thence to the age of which I write, 
one people is fpoken of, by contemporary 
foreign authors, as pofTeffirig all Ireland, and 
diftinguKhed from the former • inhabitants 

of 
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of that ifle by the new appellation of^oo^ IV. 
Scots. ' ^-^ 

On the etymology of that name much dif- 
plite has arlfen. Nennius, a Briton, who wrote See his pie- 
in the year of Chrift eight hundred and fifty- ^'^*:f; ^^^'* 
eight, fuppofcs Scoti to be the fame as Scytha^ 95,^94' 
and fays '' the mod knowing of that nation ^^^>^- ^^'^f- 
" had told him, that after Pharaoh and his^'^^f' ^' ^' 
*' hoft were drowned in purfuing the Kraelites, 
*' the furvivin^ ^.gyptians were afraid that 
*' a ftranger, who, having been expelled from 
*« his own dominions in Scythia not long be- 
*^ fore, had come and fettled in -^gypt with a 
*^ great family, fhould feize that realm ; upon 
^^ which apprehenfion they confederated toge- 
** thcr, and drove jiim out : That, after wan- 
** dering about Africa two and forty years, he 
*' embarked on the Tyrrene fea, and paffing 
** by the pillars of Hercules arriv^ed in Spain, 
** where he dwelt many years, and where his 
** people encreafed greatly : That, one thou- 
*' fand and two years from the drowning of 
•' the Egyptians in the Red fea, the pofte- 
*^ rity of this Scythian colony came from Spain 
'^ into Ireland, which till then had been de- 
*^ fert and uninhabited/' 

This account is no further defervjng of no- 
tice than as it (hews that the Irifli Scots, above 
nine hundred years ago, had conceived and 
propagated the notion of their migration from 
Spain io many ages before. But the circum- 
ftances of this and fbme later migrations, of 
the Scythians or Scots, from tjiat country into 
C 2 Ireland, 
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BOOK TV. Ireland, as related by Nenniiis, are fo evident-* 
"^■^ ' ' ly fabulous, that the credit of thofe who re- 
ported fuch abfurdities to him is thereby loft* 
Nor is it eafy to give a fatisfaftory reafon, 
why, if the Scots were a people of Scythian 
extradion, who came into Ireland from any 
part of Spain, in fuch very early times, that 
name, which denoted their original country, 
Ihould have been loft and forgotten during fo 
many ages, and revived about the middle of 
. the fourth centtiry, when (as appears by a paf- 
fage of Amnlianus Marcellinus) they were 
joined with the Pifts in making war on the 
Britons. No notice is taken of them under 
that appellation in Ptolemy's map of Ireland, 
though he mentions the Concani, a Celtic 
people of Spain, as then fettled in that ille. 
This inclines one to fuppofe their migration 
poilerior to that geographer's time ; but on a 
inattcr involved in fo much obfcurity I deter- 
mine nothing. It is enough to fay here, that 
i\ warlike nation called Sects had full poflef- 
fion of Ireland, under the government of a 
king, whofe name was LjEOgary, fon to Nial, 
or Neal, furnamed the Great, in the year of 
our Lord four hundred and thirty-tWo, when 
Pope Ca^leftine the Firft fent thither St. Patrick, 
a native of North -Britain, who in his youth had 
been carried a captive into Ireland, and fome 
affiftants urider him, to preach the gofpel to 
all the inhabitants of that ifland. Chriftianity 
had gained fome little footing there, before 
this time, particularly inMunfteri but to Pa- 
trick 
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trick was owing the converfion of the |cing BOOK IV. 

and the body of the nation. The facility with' ' 

which this converfion was effedled is a wonder^ 

fill thing, if the Briti(h Druidifm was then 

eftabliflied in Ireland; for that cruel prieft- 

hood was fo interefted to maintain a religion, 

from which they drew the imnv>derate degree 

of power they enjoyed iiv the flate, &nd had 

fuch means of exciting the zeal of the people 

to defend their fuperftitions, that it is hardly 

credible they fhould fuffer fuch a change to 

be made without a violent oppofition, if their 

hierarchy had not, by feme extraordinay event, 

been wholly overturned, or much weakened, 

before Patrick, or any of his feliow^abQurers 

in the work of converting the Iriih, had come 

within the verge of their tremendous jurif- 

diaion. This may naturally have happened, 

if w-e luppofe the Scots to ha\'e migrated into 

Ireland from Spain about the end of the fe- 

cond century : «for in Spain were no Druids ; 

that order having only obtained an eftablifl)- 

ment in the Britlfh ifles and in Gaul, which 

laft country had received it (as Cafar tells us) 

from Britain ; and therefote a people, unaccuf- 

tomed in their former ubodes to the heavy 

yoke of:thefe tyrannous and bloody priefts, 

might, entirely (hake it off, as foon as they 

had gained the dominion, of all Ireland ; which 

they bad time to do between the end of the 

fecond century and the middle of the fifth, 

P\it this is only conjedure. — - 

C 3 ■ Arcb« 
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BOOK IV. Archbi(hop Uflier has brought many evi-r 
^""{JJj^^T^ dences to prove, that the religion which Pa- 
the Religion trick, and fome other ecclefiafticks, who ac- 
fdltf thr" companied him in his miffion, taught ^o their 
iriOi and Bri- converts, was in fubftance much the fame 
tifli. vvith the doftrines profeft by the reformed 

church of England. But it had one blemifli 
in it from which that is exempt ; I mean a 
great veneration and fondnefs for monkery^ 
which, even in that age, was attended with 
many idle and blameable fuperftitions, liich as 
fullied the purity, and diftionoured the wifdoni 
of the genuine Chriftian faith. Thefe became 
in later times a fource of greater corruptions, 
which prevailed more and more, till the pri- 
mitive doftrines of the Irii(h church were Ipft. 

Together with the gofpel the Britifh mif- 
iionaries introduced into Ireland the: Roman 
alphabet, and a general knowledge of the Latin 
language. A fchool was formed at Armagh, 
which foon became v^ry famous. Many Irifli 
went from thence to convert and teach other 
nations. Many Saxons out of England re- 
forted thither for inftruftion, and brought 
from thence the ufe of letters to their igno- 
rant countrymen, the fame letters which Pa- 
trick had given to the Irifh. " We learn from 
L. hi. c. 27. g^jg^ gj^ Anglo-Saxon, that about the middle 
of the feventh century, numbers, both of the 
nobles and of the fecond rank of Englifli, left 
their country, and retired out of England into 
Ireland, for the fake of ftudying theology, or 
leading there a ftrider life. And all thefe 

(he 
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(he affirms) the Irifli, whom he calls Scots.^OOK IV. 
jnoft willingly received and maintained at their ^ """'' ^ 
own charge^ f iipplying them alfo with books, 
and being their teachers without fee or r^- 
ward. A moft honourable teftimonj, not 
only to the learning, but likewife to the hof- 
pitality and bounty of that nation I 

Great praife is likewife due to the piety of 
thofeJrifli ecclefiafiicks, who (as we know Camd.Britan. 
from the clear and unqueftionable teftimony ^^^i^"^- 
. of many foreign writers) made themfelves the 
apoftle? of barbarous heathen nations, with- 
out any apparent Inducement to foch hazar- 
ilous undertakings except the merit of t! e 
work. By the preaching of thefe men, the 
Isfortjiuml^rians, the Eaft Angles, and the^^^' ^•^"• 
Northera Pifts^ were converted. Convent^Cama. Briutn 
were alfo founded by them in Burgundy, Gcr- ^*^^*'^**^- 
many, and other foreign countries, where 
they diftinguifhed themfelves by the rigid in- 
tegrity and purity of their manners ; io that 
Ireland from the opinion conceived of their 
Tanftity was called the 4:ountry of Saints. But 
their real fame has beeii injured by the writers 
pf their lives afcribing to them miraeles, as ill 
invented as falfe ; and it feems from the ac- 
couijts of their panegyrifts themfelves, that 
the zeal of fome of them about trifles was 
jcpuch too warm* 

After the eftablifhment of the Chriftian re- 
ligion in Ireland the hiftory of that country 
^gins to be fomewhat more authentlck, yet 
V' 4 ^ 
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BOOK IV. IS ftiii very full of moft improbable fidions, 
^ """"^out of which a few truths, fupported by other' 
evidence, or, at leaft, not contradifted, m^y 
See Mr, ^'i^h, difficulty be culled. It appears that the 
oConor's family of Nial the Great, after the interrup- 
Suh'^o^^^^^ of one reign on the death of Laeogary, 

land,' fed. XV. recovered and fixed in themfelves the fove- 
andotherlriflij-eignty of Ireland, from the year of our 
aifoWare, Lord four hundred and eighty- three to the 
Antiquit, year oue thoufand and two. Yet the princes 
SpenS^ and ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ fucceedcd pot to cach other by 
Cw.den, right of primogeniture or proximity of blood, 
but by the eleftion of the general aflembly of 
the nation ; which eleflion, through the power 
and influence of thofe kings who fucceeded to 
Lugad, the fon of Laeogary, was limited 
to be made out of fome of the princes of 
the blood of Nial, called by the Irifh Hy 
Nials, inftead of being extended, as it had 
anciently been, to all the defcendants of the 
Heremonian family, from which Nial fprang, 
an4 which had many more branches. At what 
timp the Irifti cuftom of elefting a fucceflbr 
jduring the life of the reigning inonarch firft 
began i§ uncertain ; b^t it is fuppofed to have 
been very ancient in Ireland ; and fo, doubt- 
lefs^ was the notion that minors or women 
were incapable of fuccecding, or being elec- 
ted. Princes therefore of full age, and able 
to exercife all the fundions qf royalty either 
Jn peace or in v/ar, were the only competi- 
tor^ ; but (as it commonly happens in eledive 
kingdoms) the competition often caufed ^ivil. 
^ war5 
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wars in the nation; for the preventing of BOOK IV, 
which, about the year feven hundred and^ "^ 
thirty-four, a rule of alternate fucceffion was o Conor, 
eftabliOied In the two moft potent branches ^^^^^'P-^^'* 
of the Hy Nial race, Clan Colman and Ty- 
rone : but the refentment of thofe whom this 
partition excluded, and an impatience to reign 
in the fucceflbr chofen by the power of a 
faftion, were always troublefome and often 
fatal to the monarch, on the throne, even at 
times when no pretence of a publick grievance 
^xifled. In the long catalogue of thofe kings Ware, c, iyj 
we find very few who were not killed in 
battle by the fwords of rebels, confederated 
againft them with foreign enemies, or traitcr- 
oufly murdered, pr compelled to fave their 
lives by refigning their crowns, and retiring 
into convents. It foiiietimes happened^ when 
the flrength of two competitors for the fo- 
vereignty was thought nearly equal, that 
they ended the difpute by both reigning toge- 
ther : and, in the ufual coyrfe of things, Ire- 
land, befides the chief monarch, who governed 
]the whole ifland, had five provincial kings, " 
who all derived their defcent, or were, fup- 
pofed to derive it, from the firft princes or 
leaders of the Scots. The power of thefe was 
fubjefted (fb far as laws could fubjeft it) to 
the fceptre of the monarch, but, in faft, they 
were often uncontrolablc by it, and more his 
rivals than fubjefts. 

Anciently Ireland (as we learn from Giral- 
^us Cambrenfis) was divided into five almoft 

equal 
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BOOK rv. equal portions, namely North and South Mun- 
^ ^fter, Leinfter, Ulfter and Conaught : but af- 
O Conor, terwards Meath, which, in that partition of 
Ws^^ c. IV. ^^^ country, had been annexed to the mo- 
narchy of the whole ifland, as a royal de- 
mefne, Was feparated from sit, and given to a 
prince of the Hy Nial family ; in confe- 
quence of which it became one kingdom of 
the pentarchy ; another behig compofed of the 
two Munfters united. There was alfo a great 
number of lefler diftri<9:s or lordfhips, con- 
tained within thefe five realms, and governed 
by chiefs of fepts or cfans, fome of whom 
were called kings, and all exercifed a kind of 
regal authority over then- own people. In 
each dynafty, great or fmalJ, the prince or 
chief was eiecied under the fame regulations 
as the fupreme monarch 3 the rule of fuccef- 
lion being called the tanijlry laWy becaufe ^hc 
fucceflbr, fo appointed in the life -time of the 
perfon who governed the feigniory, bore the 
tile of Tanijl. What confufion muft arife 
from fuch a multitude of fmall eleftive ftates 
in one realm it is needlefs to obferve. The 
reafon of this infiitution, and likewife of the 
exclufion of females and minors from a capa-? 
city of inheriting any territory of this nature, 
was, that as in the whole realm, fo in every 
fingle diftrift, there might be always a ruler 
of fufficient abilrties toproteft the people there 
againfi hoftile incuriions. From the apprehen- 
fion of thefe they were never wholly free i 
as their family-quarrels defcended, with im- 
placable 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF Kino HENRY 11. ^ay 

placable animofity, to the lateft pofterity, and BOOK iv^ 
•when revengfe did not arm the neighbouring^ ^ ' 
iepts againft each otheiji, the defire of rapine 
did : nor was the power of the five provincial 
kings ftrong enough, in their feveral domi- 
nions, to curb the violence of inferior princes 
and chieftains ; nor could that of the fupreme 
monarch reftrain riiofe kings from continual 
wars among themfelves, or from civil com- 
motions in each particular realm, .The con- o Conor, 
ftitutional remedy againft thefe diforders was^^^^J^-P-^^t 
^ triennial convention of the ftates of Ireland, ^ 
the decrees of which comprehended the whole 
authority of the nation : for all their writers 
agree that fuch afiemblies were coaeval with 
the monarchy in that ifland : but the beft 
meafures there taken ^Vere ofttn defeated by 
combinations of fadions; and as the feveral 
chieftains, particularly thofe at the head pf 
great provinces, grew more and more inde- 
pendent, provincial afiemblies were fet up in 
oppofition to the national fenate, and the au- 
thority of the latter was gradually cfiminiflied. 
One caufe of the weaknefs of the fovereign 
power in Ireland was the feparating from it 
Meath, the ancient demefne of the monarch ; 
there not remaining that due proportion of 
wealth, which was neceflary to maintain the 
^gnlty of the crown, and draw refpeft from 
the nobles. The royal revenues of the mo- 
liarch, after this alienation, confifted in tri- 
butes, not of money, but cattle, and other 
necel^aries of life paid to him in kind. The 

inferior 
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BOOK IV. inferior kings had fuch tributes, which their 
^ "^ fubjefts paid to them, and likewife lands ia 
demefne. The leffer chiefs were fupported. 
Ware, c. vili. partly by lands affigned to them in their feve- 
*^^^^ ral diftrifts, and partly by tallages, occafional- 
ly impofed by them on their tenants, or peo- 
ple under their rule, at their own will and 
pleafure* One of thefe was a demand for 
themfelves and their retinues to be entertained 
at free-coft in the vifitations and progrefles 
which they frequently made through their 
fepts. But this and other exaftions, which 
it will not be neceffary to particularize here, 
were foftened to the Irifli by the generous hof- 
pitality, which their petty prmces and lords 
continually exercifed in then:, own dwellings : 
for, whatever they drew, at ^any time, from 
the people, they freely laid it out there ; and 
their ftrength and fafety depending, in their 
daily quarrels with each other, on the affec- 
tion of thofe who acknowledged them for 
their chiefs, Ibme moderation and lenity in the 
exercifeof- thdk-power was neceflary for them; 
and a fenfe of their own intereft would operate 
as a check, where legal reftraints were too 
weak, on their avarice, or other irregular paf- 
fions. : : 

Sir John Da* The inferior tenancies, below the degree of 
vies. are. ^ (g^ift^ werc partible, by the cuftom of rije 
IrilTi gavelkind, among all the males of a 
fept, the fpurious not excepted. And ifj after 
fuch a partition, any one of them died, his 
proportion was not (hared. an^ong his fons. 
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nor did It go by inheritance to the next of BOOK iv. 
kin, but a new divifion was made of all the "^ *■ 
lands of the fept, in equal parts, by the chief; 
a praftice very different from the Welfli or 
Kentifli gavelkind, and of which the confe- 
quence was, that the landed property of the 
commons was perpetually changing from one 
man to another. 

Not only the inferior provincial kings, but Warcj 
all the nobles or chieftains had, in their feve- 
ral diftrifts, hereditary judges, called by the 
Irifli brehons^ who adminiftered juftice for 
them by the rules of a law, concerning 
which Sir John Davies> attorney*general of 
Ireland in the reign of James the Firft, has 
delivered this opinion : " If we confider the 
>' nature of the Irifh cuftoms, we (hall find 
*' that the people which doth ufe them muft 
*' of neceffity be rebels to all good govern- 
** ment, deftroy the commonwealth wherein 
^' they live, and bring barbarifm and defola- 
" tion upon the richeft and moft fruitful land 
*^ of the world. For, whereas by the juft 
** and honourable law of England, and by the 
*' laws of all other well-go vern?d kingdoms 
** and commonweals, murder, manflaugbter, 
*' rape, robbery, and theft are puniflied with 
•' death ; by the Irifh cuftom or brehon law, 
*^ the higheft of thefe offences was puniflied 
** only by fine, which they called an erickeJ^ 
The ^me writer has elfewhere explained more 
at large the manner of laying this ericke^ and 
the cafes in which it was taken. His word^, 
I which 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 HISTORY ot t«e LlF^ 

BOOK rv. which I tranfcribe^ as of higher authority thatt 

'^ ^'^ mine would be, are thefe : '* For offences and 

** matters criminal, none was of fo heinous a 

" nature that it was capital ; for tfeafon againft 

*' the chief lord and murder were fineable : tBe . 

<* fine they called an ericie^ which was aflef- 

<^ fed by the lord and his brehons. In cafe 

*^ of treafon the lord had all the fine; in cafe 

*' of murder the lord had 01I6 moiety, and 

^' the kindred of the party (lain the other moi- 

*' ety ; fo as they never forfeited their pof- 

** feflions or their lands for any offence. How- 

** beit their lands were fiezed by the lords 

** for their fines, until the fame were levied 

** there upon, and then reftorcd. Rape was 

<^ fineable in like fort, but theft deferved praife 

** and reward, if the fiealth were brought into 

** the country, becaufe the lord had a (hare, 

** and the country thereby became the richer. 

** But the theft being committed in the country 

** and carried out, if the thief were apprehen- 

•* ded before his friend made offer of his fine, 

** he was commonly punifhed with death. But 

•* the lord in that cafe might take an ericke^ if 

*< he would- The brehons, a(fifted by cer* 

** tain fcholars, who had learned many rules 

*^ of the civil and canon law, rather by tra- 

*' dition than by reading, gave judgement in 

^* all caufes, and had the eleventh part of the 

** thing adjudged for their fee, and the chief 

'^lord's mar(hall did executions/' 

Having alfo defcribed the JrKh cuftoms of 
taniftry and gavelkind agreeably to the ac- 
count 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. 31 

count which has been given of them here, he BOOK iv. 
thus concludes : ^' Thefe are the principal "* 
*' rules and grounds of the brehon law, which 
** the makers of the ftatutes of Kilkenny did, 
** not without caufe, call a lewd cujiom ; for 
*' it was the caufe of much lewdnefs and bar- 
*' barifm. It gave countenance and encourage- 
*^ ment to theft, rapine, and murder i it made 
*^ all pofleffions uncertain; whereby it came 
*' to pafs that there was no building of houfes 
** and towns, nor education of children in 
** learning or civility, no exercife of trades or 
** handicrafts, no improv^ement or manuring 
*^ of lands, no induftry or virtue in ufe among 
*' them, out the people were bred in loofenefs 
*^ and idlenefs, which hath been the true caufe 
<* of all the mifchiefs and miferies in that 
*' kingdom." 

On thefe paflages I obferve, that if the na- 
tural efFefts of the Irifh or brehon law, which 
was chiefly derived from old cuftoms, were 
fuch as this great lawyer and able flatefman 
fets forth, we have no grounds to fuppofe, that 
the ancient ftate of Ireland, when thofe cuf- 
toms were lefs mixed with principles drawn 
from any foreign jurifprudence, could have 
been better than that of which he ha? given 
fo unpleafing a pifture. 

Caufes were tried by the brehons in the open Ware, c Yiii. 
air, and moft frequently on the tops of hills j 
as they had been by the druids: and in fuch 
places the Irifh continued alfo to hold their pro- 
vincial affemblies, where all differences or 

com* 
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BOOK iV-copiplalnts between diftrift and diftrift, and 
*■ '^ ^even private caufes of extraordinary impor- 
tance or difficulty, were heard and determined. 
To thefe meetings they came armed, fome 
on horfeback and fome on foot, as was iifual 
among; all the ancient colonies of the Celts in 
their publick confultations. 
Topograph. Giraldus Cambrenfis relates, that, during 
Hibern. c. ^^^ ^^^^^ of Nial or Ncal the Great, fix fons 
of Mured king of Ulfter inv^aded and feized 
the northern parts of Britain, where a people 
defcended from the colony which they planted, 
and called by the name of Scots, had conti- 
nued to his time. Bede before him had faid, 
Bede, 1. i. that a colony out of Ireland, the proper coun^ 
c- I.. t^y of the Scots ^ had come into Britain under 

the conduct of Reuda, from whom they were 
called Dalreudini ; and had added a third na* 
tion to the Britons and Pifts, obtaining among 
the latter, by confent or by force, the fettle- 
ments they pofiefled. But the time of their 
coming is not mentioned by him. From 
other writers we learn, that the weftern parts 
of Caledonia were won from the Pi6ts by 
Fergus, the fon of Erk, about the beginning 
of the fixth century; which is a hundred years 
later than the death of Nial, in whofe reign 
the firft migration of the Scots of Ulfter from 
that country, into North Britain, is dated by 
Giraldus. Camden cites an old manufcript 
which makes Fergus defcend from an Irifli 
monarch named Conair, whofe third fon was 
Carbre Riada, fuppofed to be the Reuda who 

is 
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is mentioned by Bede. However this may BOO^ rv^ 
have been, it feems a faft well-attefted, that " ' 
early in the fixth century a dynafty of Scots 
out of Ulfter beganto be formed in Argylefhire 
and the weflern parts of North-Britain^ re- 
maining neverthelefs in fubjeftion to the fove- 
reignty of the mother country, Ireland, till 
the year five hundred and ninety, when, by O Conor's 
the ordinances made in a great convention of ^^^^^'f^g^^^^ 
the Irifh ftates at Drumkeat, it was freed from land, p. 19. 
that dependance. About the year eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight the whole realm of the 
Pifts was fubdued by a defcendant from thefe 
princes of Ulfter, Kineth the fon of Alpin ; 
fince which time the name of Scotland has 
been given to all that portion of Great Britain 
fnbjefted to this viftorious king, from whom^ . 
and (according to the Irifli genealogifts) from d Cohorts 
the ancient monarchs of Ireland, the royal f^-uS^^oi'^hc- 
mily of the Stewarts is lineally derived. The land, p. 29. 
having fent forth a colony which has rifen to 
fuch a height of dominion and greatnefs is a 
glory of which Ireland may juftly boaft ; but, 
whether thefe Irifh Scots and the ancient Cale- 
donians were not originally the fame people^ 
I do not pretend to decidq. 

We learn from Bede, that in the year fix Bede, 1. itiI 
hundred and eighty-four Egfrid, king of ^' ^^' 
Northumberland, fent his general, named Berth, 
with an army into Ireland, and miferably 
wafted th5 country ; which that hiftbrian con- 
demns, as an unjuft expedition againft a peo- 
ple inoffenjive and moft friendly to theEngliJh. 

Vol. V. D Berth 
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BOOK rv.^ Berth returned the fame year, without havirvg 
^ made any fettlement in the ifland ; and the 
next year Egfrid died, being flain in a war 
againft the Pifts. Ireland, after his death, re- 
mained unmolefted by the Northumbrian 
Warcjc^xiv. pnnces; but, at the end of the following cen- 
tury, the Danes and Norwegians, intermixed 
with other corfairs from the reft of Scandina- 
\4a, began to ravage its coafts ; and, when 
feveral defcents had been made, and great 
booties carried off, by different fleets of thefc 
pirates, a Norwegian leader, named Tdrgefe, 
bringing with him greater forces, eftabliflied a 
tyranny over almoft the whole ifland, which 
he exercifed with intolerable cruelty and mfo- 
lence till the year eight hundred and forty- 
five, when Melachlin, king of Meath, having 
taken him prifoner, ordered him to be drowned 
in a lake. Three years afterwards, by repeated 
overthrows from the Irifli, the dominion of thefe 
foreigners was nearly extinguiflied in Ireland ; 
yet new fupplies coming to them from that inex- 
hauftible hive, thecoaftof Scandinavia, they con- 
tinued to wage a bloody war with the natives. 
Eccfcff Pri-"^ The fierce fpirit of their religion encreafing the 
inordp,! 173. naturalbarbarity of their minds, they turned their 
rage more particularly againft the clergy, whom 
they maffacred without mercy, and in hatred to 
them burned their books, their fchools, and their 
convents. Among many learned men, who were 
driven by the terror of this perfecution to take 
refuge abroad, none diftinguiflied themfclves 
more than Albin and Clement, whom the em- 
peror Charles the Great received in his court and 

honoured 
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konoured with his favour. Of the laftijf thefe BOOK IV, 

it is faid, by a contemporary German writer, ' -^ 
that through bis injiruiiions the French might 
vie with the Romans and the Athenians. John 
Erigena, whofe fumamc denoted his country 
(Ere or Erin being the proper name of Ire* 
land)^ became foon afterwards famous for his 
learning and good parts, both in England and 
in France. Thus did moft of the lights, which 
in thofe times of thick darknefs caft their 
beams over Europe, proceed out of Ireland ! 
The lofs of the manufcripts which the i?avages 
of the Pagans deftroyed is much bewailed by 
the Irifli who treat of the hiftory and anti- 
quities of their country, and may well be 
deemed a misfortune, not only to them, but 
to the whole learned world. 

In the year eight hundred and fifty-three Ware^ cxxit^ 
Amlave, a prince of the royal blood of Den- 
mark, and his two younger brothers, named 
Ivar and Sitrick, arriving in Ireland with a 
powerful army of Danes and Norwegians, all 
their countrymen there fubmitted to Amlave; 
and the Irifh, defeated in one or two great 
battles, were compelled to pay him tribute. 
By thefe princes Dublin, Waterford, and Limfe- 
rick were built. In the year eight hundred 
and feventy Amlave and Ivar, with a fleet i>i 
two hundred (hips, invaded England as auxili- 
aries to Hinguar and Hubba, Dahifh chiefs 1 
from whence they returned the next year, 
with many captives and great fpoils, to theit 
capital city, Dublin. Amlave dying foon af- 
D % terwards, 
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BOOK IV. tefwards, he was fucceeded by Ivar, whom the 
^ Irifli annals ftile king of all the Narmans in 
Ireland^ that is, of all the people who came 
thither from the North : but, their country 
lying alfo to the eaft of Ireland, they were like- 
wife called Eafterllngs, Eaftmen, orOftmen, by 
tVare,c# XXIV. the laft of which names, as moft iifually given 
to them, I fhall diftinguifh them in the courfe 
of this work. It would be tedious to men- 
tion all the changes of fortune m the war car- 
ried on between them and the Irifli under dif- 
Jbidcn^ ferent princes ; the fury of which was not lef- 
fened by their having turned Chriftians about 
the year nine hundred and forty-eight, in the 
teign of Congal or Congelach, fupreme mo- 
narch of Ireland. Eight years afterwards they 
defeated and flew that brave prince, by whom 
they had been vanquiflied in two preceding 
See if in the battles. There is extant an old charter, dated 
W ^"' ^^^^ Gloucefter in the year nine hundred and 
fijfty-four, and fuppofed to have been of King 
Edgar, wherein it is faid, ** that the propitious 
*' Deity had granted to him, with the em- 
<* pire of England, to fubdue to that realm 
*' all the kingdoms of the ifles of the ocean^ 
" with their moft fierce kings, as far as to Nor- 
*' way, and the great ejl part of Ir elands with 
*' its mofi noble city of Dublin''' The date of 
this charter falls in with the eighth year of the 
reign of king Donald the Second, who fuc- 
ceeded to Congal in the monarchy of Ireland; 
Jlt which time Aulave was the diief of the 
-Oftmen in that ifland, and ftiled king of Dub- 
\. . . lin. 
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lin.^ The Irifli writers hy nothing of the fob- BOOK iv, 
jeftion of either of them to the dominion of ^ ^ 
Edgar ; and what renders the authenticity of 
this pretended record very doubtful, is the fi- 
lence of all the ancient Englifh hiftorians on 
thdfe boafted conquefts. But the Irifh fpeak 
of a civil war which the fon of Congal main- Warc,c*xxir. 
tained, with the affiftance of Aulave, in the 
year nine hundred and feventy, againft Donald 
the Second, two of whofe fens, in the year nine 
hundred and feventy-feven, leading his army 
againft Aulave, were vanquiflied and flain by 
that prince. Before the end of three years their Ibidcnw 
father died, and was fucceeded by another fbn, 
xiamed Melachlin, who foon after his election 
won a memorable battle, in which pcrifhed al- 
moft all the chiefs of the Oftmen. But, in- 
ftead of following his blow, and expelling 
the remainder of thefe foreigners out of 
Ireland, he granted to them a peace, which 
enaUed them to recruit their broken forge; 
and, ufing their aid in a war againft the 
k'mg of Leinfter, overcame him by their 
arms. From this time, not confid'ering that 
the temper of the Iriiji would better endure 
any vice in the charafter of their monarch . 
than want of aftivity, he gave himfelf up to 
thepleafures of an indolent life, Which fo funk 
his reputation, that in the year one thouland 
and two, the twenty-third of his reign, he was 
conftrained to refign the monarchy of Ireland, 
to Brian Boro, or (as fome call him) Bwoyme, 
kipg of Munfter, 
^ D 3 This 
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BOOK IV> This prince was the hero of the Irifh in that 
- age, having eminently diftinguiflied his valour 

^nd gocJd conduct in many battles he had fought 
againft the Oilmen, and in fome againfi his 
countrymen pf other provinces, with whole 
chiefs he had quarrelled. Age had given him 
prudence without taking from him vigour ; for 
though he was now little lefs than feventy-five 
years old, his mind and body retained their 
powers unbroken. He derived his (lefcent, (ac- 
cording to the received accounts of the bards) 
• not from Nial the Great, or from Heremon, to 
whofe line a long-eftabliflied law or cuftom had 
limited the fucceffion, but from Heber, Here- 
O Conor^s mon's Iwother ; and aflerted (with others of the 
Diflcit. p. ^Q. provincial kings) that the race of this prince, 
by the original rules of the Irifli conftitution, 
were gs capable of being elefted to the mo- 
narchy as any of Heremon's fons, iand had in 
fad been elected during the earlieft times of 
their fettlement in tliat ifland. So antiquated 
a claim was not likely to prevail againft a 
praSice of many hundred years : but, what- 
ever doubt there might be of the goodnefs of 
the title which Brian . fet up, their was none 
of his ability to govern the kingdom ; and he 
had in his fervice an army of veteran foldiers, 
called the tribe of Dalgais, about whofe valour 
moft incredible tales are related in fome of the 
Irifh annals, but who certainly Were the beft 
militia, in Ireland. Thefe removed all objec- 
tions againft his exaltation 5 fo that Melachlin, 
unable ^nd ynwilling to refift a competitor of 

fuch 
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^acli ftrength, was content to yield to himBOOK iv. 
the fovereignty of Ireland, retaining for bim-^""'"^" '' 
felf the fubordinate kingdom of Meath : which 
agreement was ratified by the ftates of the na^ 
tion. Brian Boro, thus eleded, conftrained 
the Ofimen to give up whatfoevcr they held 
in the inland parts of the country, and alfo 
to pay him tribute ; but left them mafters of 
all the fortified towns and principal fea-ports, 
namely, Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Lime- 
rick and Cork, which their predeccflbrs had 
built, and from whence they continued to car- 
ray on a great trade, ufeful indeed to the Irifli, 
but not fo neceflary as to jnftify the policy of 
this monarch in permitting them to remain 
poffeft of thofe places, if he did it (is fome 
writers fuppofe) from choice. His defire toWare,cwt5n 
force Malraorda, king of Leinfter, to pay |^.^j!J®*^* 
him a tribute, exafted by former monarchs, 265. * ^' 
but always complained of and op^ 

preffive, drew him into an ;rar with 

that prince, to the general aeinmcnt of the 
whole Irifli ftate. Malmorda, whofe country 
was overrun and deftroyed by the forces of 
Munfter, made a league with the Oftmen in 
the year one thoufand and thirteen. Brmi 
hereupon took great pains, though he was then 
in the eighty-fixth year of his age, to form 
a confederacy of all the other Irifli princes 
againft this alliance, and for the utter expul- 
fion of the foreigners out of Ireland. Sitric, 
fcn of Aulave, alarmed at thefe preparations, 
obtained from the Norw^;ians m the ifle of 
t.. P 4 Man 
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BOOK lV/ ]Vfan 0fld the Hebrides a powerful aid of good 
^ ""^^ troops. Thus were formed two great armies, 
which met and fought, in the year oue thou- 
fand and foufteeji, upon tlic plains of Clon- 
tarfe. The particulars of this battle are {o 
differently related, that no certain account can 
be given of it here. * The moft probable feems 
to be, that the lofs of men on both fides was 
very great ; that Brian and his fon Murtogh 
.were killed in the aftion or mortally wounded ; • 
and that Sitric was forced to retire into Dub-- 
lin, the commander in chief of the Norwegiaix 
auxiliaries, and Malmorda king of Leinfter, 
with many nobles and principal leaders of the 
Oftnien, being left dead in the field. 
VlVe^c. xxiv. On the death of Brian and his fon, Melach- 
lin, king of Meath, refumed, without oppo* 
fition, the fovereignty of Ireland, which he 
had refigned twelve years before, and (hewed 
bimfelf wor^y of it,' ' by gaining, in the year 
one thoufand and eighteen, a compleat viftory 
over the confederate forces of the Ofl:men and 
of Leinfl:er, The lofs of men in the battle 
©rClontarfe and in this, at the difliance of no 
iBore than three or four years, extremely 
weakened the Ofl:pien : but their fecUrity lay 
ijktheir walled tc/v^iis, which the Irifh, un- 
|>i:bvided with battenhg engines, and unlkill^ 
in the methods of carrying on a fiege, were 
piiable to take, when any good defence was 
Ibi4em,c, IV. made. In the year' one thoufand and twenty- 
three Melachlin died, and after an interregnunj 
of twenty years wtfs fucceeded in the monar- 
chy 
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chyby DermodMacmalnambo, king of Lein-BOOklV. 
fter. During the reign of this prince, in the^^ "^ ^ 
year one thoufand and fixty-fix, Gothric Clm>n.Mann, 
Crovan, king of Man, fubdued to his domi- 
nion the city of Dublin and a great part of 
Lcinfter, fo far extending his power over all 
the Irifti princes, that in a letter from Lanfranc, 
archbifliop of Canterbury, publiflied by Baro- 
iiius, he is called king of Ireland. And 
the chronicle of Man affirms, that he would 
not fuffcr the Irifli (there denominated Scots) 
to drive more than three nails into any veflel 
they built. Three years before his death, 
whidi happened in the year one thoufoid and 
fcventy-fixi Dermod Macmalnambo, affifted 
by the arms of the Oftmdn, fought a battle 
againft the kilig of Meath, in .which he was 
flain. Yet the fucceffion was not obtained by 
that prince, but by Turlogh Obrian, king of 
Munfter, and a grandfon of Brian Boro, whoUfter,Syilog. 
reigned, with a fair reputation for jilftice and ^P^^^'^^^*^^* 
other civil virtues, but without any memorable 
exploits in war, till the year one thoufand and 
eighty-fix, or (as fome reckon) eighty-feveh, 
when he was fucdeeded by Murrogh O Brian, 
bis Ion. 

About this time a civil wdr divided the Oft- Ware, c.xsiv. 
men. Gbdfrey Meranagh, whom the citizens 
of Dublin had elefted to fucceed to Gothric 
Crovan, took Waterford, which obeyed a dif- 
ferent prince ; but in the year one thoufand 
and ninety-five Murrogh O Brian compelled 
thertf, by wafting their lands, to drive out 

Godfrey 
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BOOK iV.Gqdfi'ey and eleft another king. From hence- 
■ ^ forwards the cities and territories of the 0ft- 
men appear to have been held under fealty and 
tribute to the feveral Irifli kings in whofe 
diftrifts they lay ; and this people, addiding 
themfelves wholly to commerce, loft mUch of 
their valour and military fpirit, without mak- 
ing any great improvements in politenels or 
the civil arts of life. 
O Conor's At the beginning of the twelfth century, 
^^l^\\ Donald 9 Lachlyn, a prince of the Hy Nial 
line, reviving the ancient claim of his family 
to the monarchy of Ireland, took up arms 
Chron. Man- againft O Brian. While the nation was em- 
G^denU^^ plpycd in a civil war on this auarrel, Magnus, 
fumamed the Barefooted, king of Norway, 
having fuperftitioufly left his realm on account 
of a dream, with a navy of a > hundred and 
fixty fliips, fixed his feat in the ifle of Man, 
from whence he made himfelf mafter of all 
the fmaller northern and weftern Britifli ifles, 
as far as Shetland, and (according to fome hif- 
torians) of the peninfula of Kintire on the 
weftern coaft of Scotland. 

The information he foon gained of the 
weak condition of Ireland made him hppe tp 
add that to his other acquifitions, and this 
hope was to him a fufficient caufe of war; 
but while, by his orders, a great fleet was af- 
fembling, he went himfelf, with a fquadron of 
only fixteen fhips, to take a view of the coafts. 
In doing this, as he faw no appearance of 
fpjces dr^wn together to pppofe him, he land- 
ed 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY U. 43 

ed in Ulfter, and proceeding without caution ^^Q^^ ^* 
was furrounded on a fudden by a body of the ' 
natives^ who flew him with moft of his peo* 
pie. If this enterprizc had been more wifely 
conduded^ and the fucceis had been anfwer^ 
able to what the divifions among the Irifh 
princes, and the inclination of the Oilmen in 
favour of a monarch from whofe country moft 
of them originally came, feemed reafonably to 
promife, it would have ereded in Ireland a 
Norwegian kingdom, which, t;ogether with 
Man and the other dominions of Magnus, 
full of fhipping and good feamen, might, in 
procefs pf time, have compofed a maritime 
power, capable of maintaining itfelf,tperhaps for 
ever, againft that of the Englifh, and dif- 
puting with them the fovereignty of the fea. 
It may indeed be eftpemed moft happy for 
this nation, that no king of Denmark, or of 
Norway, or of Sweden, nor any prince of the 
Oilmen fettled in Ireland, ever gained an en- 
tire dominion of that iile ; for, had it remam- 
ed under the orderly government of any of 
thefe, its neighbourhood would have been, 
in many refpefts, preiudicial to England. 

The imminent :h which the law-' 

lefs ambition and forces of Magnus 

bad threatened tbc mm, ucmg ended by his 
death, the civil war, which before had divided 
that nation againil itfelf, was renewed with 
great fury: but, in tj^e year eleven hundred Ware, cxxlv. 
and fix, it was agreed that the ifland* ihould ^f^^^^* 
)se equally parted betv/een O Brian and Donald, 270—274. 

each 
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BOOK IV.eacli of whom was made Ibvereign in the 
^"■""'^ moiety affigned to him. Yet, not many years, 
after the conclufion of this treaty for the peace . 
of the country, new diforders arofe, not from 
either of thofe monarchs, but from a young 
king of Conaught, named Turloch O Conor* . 
The dilquiet given to O Brian by the enter- 
O Conor, ut prizes of this prince agairift hi& authority, and 
"^^^ an infirm ftate of healthy induced him to re- 

tire from his throne to a convent^ in die year 
eleven hundred and eighteen, O Conor and 
Donald then fought for the fovereignty of the 
whole ifland ; nor did the deceafe of the latter, 
which happened not long afterwards, put an 
end to the anarchy of this miferable country. 
Ibidem, p. The king of Conaught, for fome years, was 
^7^' ill obeyed by the kings of Munfter, Leyifter, 

and Meath, whofe quarrels with him occa- 
lioned great flaughter of the people, and great 
devaftations, partktAarly in MuMer, thei 
power of which he quite broke, and dividing 
that kingdom into two portions, called North 
and South Munfter, committed the fcM-mer of 
thefe provinces to the government of Conor 
O Brian, and the latter to that of Donald r 
Ma^Carthy. Having acquhred, at length, as 
abfolute a dominion over all Ireland as any 
of his predeceflbrs had ever enjoyed; ^he dh- 
tained from the Irifli, too prodigal of higtt# 
titles, the name of Turlogh the Qreat; i Yet 
his grcatnefe did not4Hn4^ Murtach OLaithlyiiy 
king of Ulfter, tl^ fe^: of the Hy Nial race^ ! 
from trying to wreft the fovereignty fir^t jbim 

tow^rdi 
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towards the end of his life. The conteft was^^^K: iv. 
bloody, but O Conor died on the throne, in v^rtTcTlvr' 
the year eleven hundred and fifty-fix; after O Conor, 
whom reigned OLachlyn, (whom fome wri-"^^"^'^ 
ters call Mac-Loglin) till the year eleven hun- 
dred and fixty-fix, when he was flain by a 
petty prince of a difl:ria in Ulfter. Roderick 
O Conor, king of Conaught and fon of Turlogh 
the Great, who had vainly afpired to fucceed 
to his father in the fovereignty of Ireland, O Conor, 
now afcended the throne. He was formally elec- ^jj!^!;^^: 
ted in a general aflembly of the ftates of the 
ifland convened by him at Dublin, and inau- 
gurated with all the ancient folemnities, which 
no other fupreme monarch of Ireland had been 
fince Brian Borp. Yet, notwithfl:anding this (hew 
of univerfal confent to his election, the peace 
of bis reign was difturbed, within a very (hort 
time, by thofe intefiine commotions, which 
the bad conftitution of government in Ireland, 
and many other concurrent caufes of difcord 
and diforder, inevitably produced. He fup- 
prefled them indeed with great fpirit ; but the 
difcontents of the vanquiflied, cm: of thdfe 
whom fear alone prevented from rebelling, 
contmued to rankle in their hearts, and helped 
to caufe that fubjeftion of this very ancient 
monarchy to the imperial crown of England, 
which came to pafs in his days. 
. The manners of the Irifh, as we find them v. Giraia. 
licfcribed by contemporary writers, were, at this Cambrenf, 
time, very favage. They tilled few of their ^E?;. 
lands, though naturally fruitful ; nor had they Neubrigenfis, 
any ipduftry or (kill in mechanicks or in ma- ^' "• ^' ^^* 
4 nufadures, 
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BOOK iV' nitfkftures, but wore garments coarfely made 
^' ^^"""^^of the black wool of theu: iheep, and lived 
chiefly on the flefli and milk of their cattle, 
or on wild roots and herbs. Their houfes 
5/rare,c.xxil.were fuch as could be eafily raifed and eafily 
taken down, according as the convenience of 
hunting or fifting, or removing their cattle to 
different paftures, or the fudden incurfions of a 
bordering enemy, might occafionally induce 
them to change their abode; and therefore 
were not built with brick or ftone, nor ufual- 
ly with folid beams of wood, but with twigs 
of ofier or wattles covered over with thatch. 
Even thofe of their kings themfelves differed 
only from thefe in being more fpacious; fo 
that a caftle of ftone, erefted atTuam by Ro* 
derick O Concw, was called by his people, af- 
toniflied at the novelty of it, the wonderful 
cajile! 

As for navigation, to which the inhabitants 

of an ifland, and an ifland fiill of good ports, 

are prompted by nature, we know from the 

atfnus, c. teftimony of Solinus Polyhiftor, that the Irilh 

W«,cxyiii.^^ his time ufed to fail on the ocean between 

Ireland and Britain in wicker-boats, which they 

^ covered with raw hides, and which had no 

mafts, nor faiJs, being the fame with thofe of 

the ancient Veneti and Biitons,' defer rbed by 

Caefer and Lucan. There is alfo in Marianus 

Scotus and Florence of Worcefter an account 

of a voyage made by three Irifh Scots, from 

Ireland to Cornwall, in a veffel of this kind^ 

about the year our Lord eight hundred and 

ninety-« 
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ninety-two* Whether their countiymcn m BOOK rv; 
that age had other and larger ihips, I will not 
-determine ; but, after the Oftmen were pofleft 
of all their beft harbours, and matters 01 their 
whole coaft, they could riot 'have any fleets, 
but what they hired, or procured by fome other 
means, from that people. 

Giraldus Cambrenfis lays, " they went to ^ 



•* battle unarmed, efteeming armour a burthen, yj^ ^ 
*' and thinking that their fighting without 
** fuch a proteftion was honourable to them.** 
Yet this muft be underftood with an exception 
to the Ihield, always ufed by the Irifh ; but 
they made it very light, being only of wicker, 
covered with leadier or raw hides. In not in- 
cumbring themfelves with any heavier armour 
they refembled the ancient Britons and the 
Welfh of thofe days ; as they alfo did in their 
outcries and clafhing of their arms before a 
charge, and rufliing furioufly on, ^yithout 
keeping any order, when the fignal of battle 
was given. Giraldus Cambrenfis informs us, 
in the paflage above-mentioned, that the of-» 
fenfive weapons ufed, in his time, by the Irilhi 
were (hort lances and darts, of which each 
loldier had two, refembling thofe of the 
Bafques, (from whom he fuppofes their ancef- 
tors were a colony) and Danifli axes, which 
the Oftmen had introduced. Thefe laft, he 
affirms, they conftantly carried in their hands, 
whercfoever they went, in peace as well as in 
war. And he adds, that, in fighting, after 
their darts had been thrown, they caft at the 

enemy 
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48 HISTORY of the LIFE 
BOOK IV. enemy ftones, provided for that purpofe; in 
* — ^^<''""""*'^ the pr^ftice of which their dexterity was fu- 
perior to that of any other people : but in 
clofe combat they ufed their ponderous Danifh 
axes, which they managed with one hand, 
though the Oftmen (from whom they origi- 
nally took them) could not wield them with- 
out the help of both. Yet, notwithftanding 
all the ftrength and agility of their bodies, 
in which no nation furpafled them, and fcarce 
any equalled, the want of order and difcipline, 
and total ignorance in the art of war, rendered 
them generally unable to employ with advant- 
age thefe excellent gifts of nature. It was alfo 
a great defeft in their military force, that they 
had no good heavy cavalry, nor any long 
fpears, pikes, or halberts, with which their 
infantry might keep off a foreign enemy's 
horfemen from breaking in upon them ; nor 
fliort, ftrong, and pointed fwords, to thruft 
with, as well as to ftrike. Neither is any 
mention made of archers in their armies by 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, in the particular accounts 
he has given of the battles between them and 
the Englifh, or in what he fays of their 
weapons and their way of fighting. It is, 
therefore, no wonder, that, having arms fo 
inferior to thofe of other nations, they ftiould 
be overcome, when invaded. Their chief fe- 
curity lay in their patient enduring of the 
moft fevere hardfliips. From their childhood 
expofed to cold, to wet, and to all the incle- 
mency of the feafons, they fuffered little by 
' :^ wahting 
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wanting that protedion againft them^ which BOOK iv, 
is neceuary for men not To hardily educated^ 
in more fivilifed countries* Thus their bogs^ 
woods, and mountains, were citadels to them^ 
which foreign troops, not enured ttt the way 
of living in fiich places, could not eafily 
force. And hence tliey defpifed all tliofe art5 
which have a tendency to enervate, either the 
body, or the mind; abhorring to dw^ell ixi 
great cities, or to (hut themfelves up within 
the walls of forts, or to exchange the rough 
freedom of impolilhed barbarilm for the de- 
cent reftraints of politenefs. The only ele- 
gance they indulged in their whole courfe of . 
life was the ancient cuftom, derived from 
their moft remote anceftors, of entertaining 
their guefts, with the liiufick of the harpj 
in playing upon which Giraldus Camb^ehfis J^oMgrapJt. 
aflirms diey greatly excelled his country men ^j] 1%^^ 
the Welfli : but the Scots of North-Britain 
(as the fame author confefles) had, at the 
time when he wrote, the reputation of no lefs 
excelling them, though they had learnt their 
art from them. Every chief had his harper, ^^^ «* ^"»* 
who was likewife a poet, or bard, and fung 
the exploits of the family to which he be* 
longed, at all their feafts. This office was 
liereditary by the old cuftom of Ireland. 
The fon, however ill he might be qualified 
for it, fucceeded to the father, and with his 
profeffion inherited a portion of land from 
.the demefhe of his lord. The fongs of the 
.bard had ufually more power to incite and 
Vol. V. E inflame^ 
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500K TV/irtflame, than the mufic of the harp to {ofteh 
^ '^ or mitigate the ferocity of the chief: fo diat 
even this tecreatioir, ^hich feems t6 indicate 
fomethitig gentle and approathing to polite* 
hefs in the temper of the Irifli, contributed to 
Iceep up that turbulent fpirit, av'erfe to ordei* 
and peace, which tro prince, of iegiflator, that 
"irhfeir country ever produced, had fufficient 
^ill to cohtroul. 

mr&k^ ^*^ ^'^1 among tKcm wire genei^Hy 

c, 10, naildiome and well ftiaped ; nature herlelf, to 

'whofe care the fafhittning of their limbs was 

. 'wholly left in their childliood, performing 

her work with peculiar beauty and fttength : 

1>ut the itien deformed themfelves, by letting 

Ware, c. 11. (heir long, bufhy hair hang down t)ver their 

^^* eyes, and by enomious whiflcdrs which they 

wore on theit Upper lips, tefembling in thefe 

modes the lancient Britons ahd Celts, as they 

likewife did in th^ir habit. 

ToiK)graph. They Werie exceedingly jealous of their 

S^r"9,^6^>^<>^i^i^- Gir^ldus Cainbrenfis accufes them 

of hot ufing to contraft any regular marriages, 

with the proper forms of the church, and of 

' frequently marrying, in their own unCanorii- 

\'al manner, the widows of their brothefs, or 

deducing them without marriage, 

lopogr.Hib. It vi^as a prafticc amoug them to give theJr 

Ware' c. vnl." children to be nurfed and bred up in other 

Sir J. Davies, families, by a kind of adoption, while they 

edit. Lond. ^themfelvei took in others, whom they foftered 

p. 179 — 182^. ,,, ' r ■ • 1 "^ t • 

m iike manner, trom a notion that more love 
^was thus f)roduced, and a dofer alliance con- 

^ ' -trafted, 
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'^ traaci thaa even by the near^ tics of bl5od, book iv. 
11113 unnatural interchange was piwchafed of ^""""^ "^ !"^ 
the richer by the meaner fort of people, and 
proved indeed a ftrong conneftion between 
thfe former and the latter, as well as a cement 
of more extenfive and faftious confederacies 
between powerful femilies, which thus traijf- 
Ibrred to each other all the ties of paterniil 
and filial affeAion. They likewise hel4> to 
the fliame (^ reaibn ^d religion, that the 
i^iritual affinity, contrafted between thpfe 
who were fponfors together for a child at his 
fbaptifin, obliged them ever afterwards to ftand 
by one another in all things lawful and un- 
-la^pvifuL For the confirmation of this le^ue, ^^ "^mfu^ 
- which they called compaterniityi and of other Topom-. fc 
iCompafts. between them^ they often received bcm.JBift,iii. 
the (acrament of the Lord's fupper, and after- ^' ^** 
wards drank each other*s blood. Thus even 
the moft holy rites of Chriftianity, mixed 
-with barbarous fuperftitions, became to the 
-kiOi iblemn fandions of evil combinations 
v^y dangerous to the publick ! 

The ancient Celts were accuftomed to fwegir 

iy their arms; and the Irifli ufed the fame 

-path, which remained among them much 

longer than the times of which I write: but 

they feared moft to be perjured when they had 

fw^ra by the crofier^ of fonje o( their fainted Ji^j^^^; 

. biiH^s, or by the bells in their churches, be- c. 33, 

' liev^ing that divine vengeance would inftant- 

ly attend the breach of luch oaths, 

Ez We 
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^2 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. We are told by St. Bernard in his life of 
^r^^;;!;^^ Malachy, that, not only all the clergy, but 
Opera, edit, the whole nobility, and even the kings of 
s^Mai h* ^^^1^"^> ^^ account of the veneration they 
Vit. p.^ 9 37. bad for St. Patrick, were in all obedience fub^ 
jeBed to the fuccejj'ors of that prelate in the 
fee of Armagh. The power of thofe who 
held that fee, in which the primacy had been 
' for many ages eftablifked, was certainly great 
in the temporal affairs of the kingdom ; and 
it is evident from clear hiftorical procrfs, that 
this, and the other Irifli metropolitan fees of 
Calhel and Tuam, had been, till the twelfth 
century, quite exempt from all dependence on 
any foreign fee, that of Rome not excepted. . 
But the Oftmen were nOt fo tenacious as the 
Irifli of the liberty of their church. For, in 
Ware,c.xxiv.jj^g year of our Lord one thoufand and feven- 
ty-four, Patrick, one of that people, elefted 
bifliop of Dublin, folemnly promifed, for him- 
felf and fucceflbrs in his biflioprick, canoni- 
cal obedience to Lanfranc archbifliop of Can* 
terbury, and the fucceflbrs of that {^ekite, 
ibidm ^y whom, at the defire of the clergy' and 
people of Dublin, he was confecrated iia Lon- 
don. It is bard to fay upon what this fub- 
jeftion was founded: for the city of Dublin 
was not then fubjeft to England, but under 
the government Gothrick Crovan, king' of 
Man, and is ftiled in the >»ords of the profef- 
4ion of obedience made by this prelate, the 
metropalis of Ireland. - 

' An epifcopal fee- was erefted at Waterford 
in the year one thoufand and ninety-fix ; and 

one 
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oitt Malcom^ born in Ireland, but educated ^^^^ ^^; 
in England, where he had been a monk, 
being cholen the firft bifliop, he promifed 
obedience to the fee of Canterbury, and re- 
ceived confecration from Archbifliop Anfelm, 
One cannot doubt that thefe prelates conceived 
diemfelves to be fubjeft, as well as their pri- 
mate in England, to the fupremacy of the 
pope } and it appears, from St, Bernard's life 
of M alachy, that, before the year eleven hun- 
dred and thirty-nine, a legatine commiffion 
had been given by Rome to a bifliop of Lif^ 
more ; but that he had exercifed any jurifdic- 
tion in Ireland, by virtue of that charafter, I 
do not find. In the above-mentioned year, 
while Innocent the Second was pontiff, Mala- 
chy, who had obtained the archbiflioprick of 
Armagh while his country was agitated with 
civil diffentions, went to Rome for a pall, 
which (toufe the words of St. Bernard) ** iajy\^^^: 

• . V f 7 • • / /!•/# inVitaMala- 

*' a^enjrom the begmntng^ and wasjttll want^ chia, q xvu 
** ing to the metropolitan fee^ Innocent, 
pleafed with this homage from a prelate whofe 
predeceflbrs had been fb long independent, 
received him with great honours, taking off 
his own mitre, and placing it on the head of 
this refpefted gueft: but defiring to render 
the requeft of a pall rather the aft of the 
Irifti nation than of their primate alone, he 
exhorted him to affemble a national council, 
and perfuade them to fue for that favour. He 
did not however difmifs him, after fuch an 
application, without granting him what he 
E 3 knew 
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BOOK IV. knew would pleafe him as well, the diarac-^> 
^^-—^ — ^ ter of legate in Ireland ; availing himfelf of 
tkic plea, that the bilhop of Lifmorc, to whom 
it before had been given, was growti old and * 
irifirm. Malachy therefore returned with this 
dignity into Ireland, and endeavoured to cx-^ 
ecute his new mafter's injunctions : but it- 
feems that the Irifli nation did riot readily ad-: 
mit the propriety of making the unprecedent- 
ed petition to which they were urged ; for 
feveral years pafled away without its having 
been made ; and when the primate had brought 
his countrymen to apply to Pope Eugenius 
the Third, in the year eleven hundred and 
thirty -eight, for this gift, which Bernard calls 
tbe plenitude af honour^ be died before he had' 
time to convey to that pontiff the requeft of 
the council. Yet, on the foundations he laid, 
U(hcr, De Eugenius, in the year eleven hundred and 
Brit, EcckC fifty-one, fent cardinal Paparo legate a latere^ 
p. 870^"^ into Ireland with four palls, for the arch- 
Ware, c.xvi. bifhops of Armagh, of Tuam, of Cafliel, and* 
of Dublin ; tha laft of which cities was then' 
firft erefted into an archbiflioprick. Thus the 
badge of fubjeftion to the Roman pontificate 
was at lafl: received by the Irifli metropolitan' 
prelates. 

While the legate was in Ireland, he ufed 
the opportunity to impofe on the clergy the 
unnatural reftraint of perpetual celibacy, to 
which, it may be prefumcd, they fubmitled 
the more eafily, as moft of them at this 
;time indulged their defires without the &rm 
^ ^ ^ of 
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of marriage. We bvp. told by St. Berrm^;^ooK iv.' 
that before the elefliion of Ceallaph (or Celfus)i7^2^JJjJ'^ 
tao the &e of Armagh, it had been held by p. 1957* 
eight fucci^ve prelates, who were all un- 
tied meuM Hp adds that thefe prelates were not . 
in holy orders, and (what is ftill motp extra^! 
orcKnary) that this dignity had bee^, fqr fifteen 
generations, hereditary in the fame family. 
Malachy laboured mor? eagerly than any of 
his prcdeccffors to bring the church of Irel^d 
to a nearer cx)nformity with that of Romei 
for which merit he is placed in the Roman 
calendar as a faint. Before he attained to 
the primly be was bifliop of Conor an4^*'93^>'936. 
Djown; andSemard fays, that, when'hefirft 
went into Conaught, he found the people of 
that Goiuitry more barbarous than any he ha4 
ever feen elfewhere, being Ghriftians only in 
name, but in r^lity heathens, and beafts rather 
tbaa mmi that they paid no tithes, nor firft 
fruits, contraded no lawful piarriages, made 
no confeffions, fubniitted to no penances ; that 
die miniftersof the altar were few, and very 
negligent of their duty; but that, by the care 
of this prelate, a great change was foon ef-. 
fcfted in all thefe particulars. Neverthelefs it 
appears that much barbarifm remained, npt 
only in that province, bijt all over Ireland, till 
the times of which I write. It was indeed 
hardly poffible tp reform the evil cuftoms 
which prevailed ampng the Irifh without al- 
tering their govenynent; nor could that be 
accompliihed by any other meaasi than b^ 
E 4 ^ tbeir 
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BOOK IV. tijeij. being fubjeded to feme more clvili&jy;) 

foreign power. 

V. Giraid- Waiiam Rufus, m one of the eicpeditions 

Smm S" ^^ «iadc agjlinft the Welfli, being on the rocks^ 

bpae,!. iijci, of the fea-coaft about St. David's, from whence 

he had a profpeft of fome of the Irifh hills, 

faid to his attendants, t6at he would make a 

bridge with his Jbips from that place to Ire^ 

land. But this and other great defigns, which 

his ambition had formed and his power might 

have executed, were fruftrated by his deadij 

I)cH, I, I L William of Malmfbury tells us, that the 

^' monarchs of Ireland contemporary with Henry 

the Firft, king of England, were fo devoted to 

him, that they did nothing but according to 

his commands: which fubmiffion he afcribes 

to their fear of his reftraining his. fubjefts in 

this kingdom from trading with the Irifli; as 

without that commerce their country, from 

the poverty and the ignorance of its inhabitants, 

would have been of fmall Value. 

Henry the Second, foon after he came to 
the crown, propofcd to undertake the conqueft 
of Ireland. But having no title on* which he 
could poffibly found a legal claim to that 
ifle, nor any reafonable caufe of war witk 
the nation, he took the only method of fup-- 
plying thefe defcfts, by colouring his ambi-? 
tion with a pretence of religion. Nicholas 
Breakfpear, an Ehglifhman, was then bifliop 
of Rome under the name of Adrian the Fourth* 
To him Henry fent John of Salifbury with 
letters, \yherein hedefired the fanflion of the 

ppa| 
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pa^ authorky to juftify his intention of BOOK iv, 
fubdning the Irifh, in order to r^orm tbem^ 
A tequeft of this nature, which luppofed in 
the pope a power he wiflied to affume, could 
not tall of being favoiirably received at Rome. 
Hfenry's minifter brought from thence a ^^i^^^^ vf^^ 
of gold to his mafter, fent by the pope as a fign pugn^^i. e!" 
of his invefting that prince with the kingdom i. ". 
of Ireland, and delivered to him the follow- 
ing cpiftle or bull. 

" Adrian, the bifhop, a fervant of the f^-|!^i]**^ 
^ vants of God, to his deareft fon in Clirift ;. p. i^^^d 
^ Jefos, the illuftrious king of England, fends Appendix to 
« greeting and apoftolieal benediaion, The*''^*"^ 
^ defire your Magnificence exprefles to extend 
^ your glory upon earth, and to lay up for 
**yourfelf in heaven a great reward of eter- 
^ nal happinefs, is very laudable and profi- 
** table for you, nvbile^ as a good cat holiek prince^ 
*^ you endeavour to enlarge the bounds of tbe 
^^ cburch^ to declare the true Cbriftian faith 
** to ignorant and barbarous nations^ and to ex* 
^* tirpate all evil from tbe field of tbe Lord', 
** which tbe better to perform^ you ajk tbe ad^ 
<^ vice and encouragement of tbe apojiolical fee. 
*^ In the accompliftiment of this work we 
** truft you will hav^, by the affiftance of 
^ God, a fuccefs proportioned to the depth of 
4' cotmfel and difcretion with which you Ihal! 
♦* proceed : forafmuch, as every thing which 
♦* which takes its rife from the ardour of 
^* faith and love of religion is moft like to 
« cojne to a good and happy end. There is in- 

^' deed 
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BOOK IT. it ^ecd no doubt, that (a^ymyaurjelf acifi$f«ht^ 
"^ ^ ^ ^f ledge J Ireland, and all other ijlandsy wiieb 
^ Cbr0j tbe fun of Righteoujiiefs bos Mut 
^ mined, and wbicb hofoe received tbe do£hrines^ 
<* of tbe Cbrijlian faith, belong, ef ri^t, <a; 
" tbe jurifdiSlion of St. Peter and tbe moft 
" holy Roman church. WberefiDre we VBk^xs^ 
*« gladly few in them die feed of faith, which is> 
*^ good and agreeable to God, as we know tbat^ 
** it will be more ftriftly required of our C0131-T . 
^' fcience not to negle6; it. Since thiaa youhave 
. *« fignified to us, moft dear {on in Chrift, that 
^* you defire to enter into the ifland of Ire-^ 
** land, in order to fubdue the people to the* 
*^ obedienice of laws, and extirpate the vices^ 
^< which have there taken root, and that yow 
" are aifo willing tt> pay an annual petifion t9^ 
** St. Peter of one penny frqm every b<mfe 
^^ therein, and to preferve the rights of tbe 
^ church in that land inviolate and entire^ we, 
^* feconding your pious and commendable m^ 
^ tcntion with the fevour it deferves, and* 
^ granting a benignant aflent to your petitkin,^ 
" are well plealied, that for tbe enlargement 
«' of tbe bounds of tbe church, for the reftraint 
*< of vice, the correftion of evil manners, the 
** culture q£ all virtues, and the advancement 
^< of tbe Cbrijlian religion, you fliould enter 
•' into that ifland, and effed what will con«<ir 
*^ duce to the fahation tbeneef and to the 
^« honour of God, It is likewife our defire,* 
«• that the people of that country fliould re- 
^ ceive you with honour, and ven^ate you 
fc* as their majler : provided always, that the 

" ecclefiajiical 
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^ ecdejisftical rights therein remain inviolate and^^OOKW^ 
** entire; and rejemjing to St. Peter and the^ " ^^ 
** mofi bofy Roman church the annual penfi^n of^ 
•* a fenny from every houfe. If therefore yoit ' ' 

" think fit to put your defign in executions 
^ endeavour ftudbiifly to inftruft that na* 
** tion in good morals, and do yourutmoft,* 
^ as well perfonaliy, as by others whom you> 
** know, from their faith, do6brine, and courfo 
*< of life, to be fit for fuch a work, that the 
*^ church may there be adorned, the Chrj/iian 
** religion planted and made to grow^ andwhat^ 
** foe\'^er appertains to the honour of God 
" and the falvation of--fouls fo ordered^ as^ 
** may entitle you to an eternal reward from 
*« God, and a glorious name upon earth.'* 

When Henry acknowledged that Ireland 
and all other tjlands^ which had received th^ 
do£lrines of the Christ an faith, belonged of 
right to the jurifdiSlion of St. Peter^ and the 
fnoji holy Roman churchy he certainly meant a 
fpiritual jurifdiftion ; for otherwife this con- 
celfibtt would have given to the pc^ the tem- 
poral fo\^ereignty of England, as well as of 
Irel^^ But yet the purport of the bull, by 
which Ms Hoiinefs in effeft difpofed of that 
ifland, fcemed to imply that the property, or" 
fopreme dominion, was in him : and it ^^^fs J'\M*»* 
from tiie^words of John of Salifbury hiafelf, ta^i^g.^J] i^/ 
whom Henry employed in this bufinefs, that<:. 4^- 
this' prttenfion was founded on the forged do- 
nation of Ccwiftantine to Pope Sylveiter thes^ 
Second* "Moreover Giraldus Cambrenfis, \xi 

reckoning 
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BOOK IV. reckoning up the claims whicli Henry liad to^ 
V. Hibcrn. Ireland, mentions this grant of Adrian, and 
Expugntt. the confirmation of it by the authority of Pope 
Liu c 7. Alexander the Second, as fufficient to anfwer 
all objeftions, or cavils, againft the prcten- 
lions of that prince ; the Jupreme pontiffs (a& 
he fays) offerting to tbemfelves the fovtreignty 
of all ifiands^ by a fpecial right. He mean^ 
by the donation of Conftantine above-men- 
tioned. So extravagant were the ideas of the 
clergy in that age concerning the rights of 
the Roman pontificate! and this ought to have 
made the temporal powers more careful, in 
their tranfadions with Rome, to do nothing 
which might countenance thofe monfirous 
clainls* It plainly appears by this bull, that 
Pope Adrian confidered the payment of a 
penny from every houfe in Ireland, whick 
had been oiTered by Henry, as a moft indif-? 
penfable condition of the fanftipn he gave to 
this unjuft undertakings which was really 
felling the independence and liberty of the 
Irifh for fo much profit to himfelf and the 
apoftolical fee. But he had a further view in 
fo ftrongly infilling thereupon. For, though 
peter-pencc, in its firft inftitution by King 
Offa, was only elcemofynary, for thefuftenance 
of poor Engr^h ft udents at Rome ; yet the popes 
had long defired, that it Ihould be undeifkood 
as a tribute^ by which their fovereignty was ac- 
knowledged. And the granting it from Ircr 
knd, where no ancient ufage had eftablilhed 
fuch a gift, looked like a ponfeffion of that 

pretended 
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preten^d right on tiie part of Kii^ Hrory, book m 
The ring: dlo which tbiit prince received itooi " 
Adrian; as a mark of inveftiture, gave an ap- 
pearance of his holding the dominion of Ire- 
land fircon . and under the pope ; tiiOt^ it is 
certain he owned no fuch dependence. - 

UpoBL the whole, therefore, this bull, like 
many before and many fince, was the mere 
-efib& of a league betwwn. the papal and regal 
powers, to abet and to affifi each otber'fufiir- 
pations : nor is it eafy to fey whether more 
difturtence to theworld and more iniquity have 
ariien from thrir a£iing conjointly^ or from the 
oppofition which the former has made to the 
latter! In this inftance the beft, or indeed 
the fole excufe, for the proceedings of either, 
was thcpfavage ftate of the Irifli, to whom it 
might prove benefeial to be conquered, and 
broken thereby to the falutary difcipline of 
civH order and good laws. 

We are told by the Norman Chronicle, that .ChiomNorto. 
Henry, in meditating the conqueft of Ireland, «d arm. 1,54^ 
intended to give that kingdcanto Prince Wil- 
liam, theyoungeft of his brothers, for whom 
no provifion h^ been maderby their father. It 
muft be underftood tbathe meant to give it to 
him under homage and fealty to the crown of 
England^ not as a fovereign and independent 
dominion. The fame chronicle adds, that he 
was perfuaded, by the advice of his mother, 
the emprefs Matilda^ to defer the execution of 
his pi^<^. It feen;^ indeed that the internal 
affairsfofiids government wwe not yet lb well 
'. ^^ fettled, 
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^^QQ^ ^'^ ££ttiedj as to ^fTer him ito engage in an entci> 
"^ prifc cjf this nature, . to wfaicb te was not in- 
vited by any of the Irifh. He therefoire laid 
-up the bull he had ektBmed fiiom the pope 
.among the archives of his reaim^ to be brought 
forth at a more conTJeoientieafon. Many yeans 
-pafled without Jbis having been tempted i:oium 
his thougttfs towards {rdand. Biot, about the 
end of the year eleven hundred and fi«±y- 
itven, an event happened there, the confe- 
vqi^Knoes of which opened to (hkn a way to that 
.foveKignidominion over the Irifh, which foon 
a&erwards he acquired, and which has inever 
finoe been qmte loft^ but for jsl long time ill 
^maintained, and too often ill exereited, by his 
fucceffors, ]dngsx>f England. 

The fiirfl qaufe of this moft important revo- 
lution, was Dermod (Mac Murogh, or (as 
fomexrall him) Mac Murchad, king of Leinfter, 
who, in the year elei^en hundred and twenty- 
.tJri&Aimak fix,, had Succeeded to his brothorin the govem- 
' nssnt of that ftate. He ruled it as atyr^x^, and 

-made himfelf very odious to the nobility of 
his realm by perfidioufly feizing, in the ye«r 
eleven ^hundred and thiWy-^feven, the perfons.of 
feventeen chieftains, the mofl: potent of whom 
-he put to -death, and toore out the eyes of the 
.others. Nevecthelefs, as his tyranny was fop- 
^ported by valour, and this very aft ftruck a 
. terror into. all the refl:,of;his fubjeds, he retained 
an uncontroiabk power over Ldnfter till the 
. year eleven bundled and forty-two, when he 
-was driven fkomv thence by Turtogh O.Briap, 

V 7 ^ ^ ^^^S 
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king of Niimfter, and fled for Vid to O Conor, ^^^^J^r 

,then monarch of Ireland, ^g^ft whom, nl^ "^ 

tcmjimaion with Murchad OMelachKn, Icing 

^ Meath, he had before taken arms. His 

iwcfent diftrefs, afid a jealoufy of O Brian'i 

cxceffive aggrandifement, obtained the protec- 

^on he implored from OCJbndr, Whofe forees, 

^^h thofe^Which Qermod was enabled to rci-i* 

IdTemble in Leinfter by the credit pf this kague, 

idrf«ted O Brian, and flew fevetfteen thoufend 

d( bis men, in the year eleven hundred and 

^fty.^one. Th6 itexf y^ar, OMdachltn having ' 

Submitted to Conor, he ^nd l^ermod jointd 

that monarch, as head of the nation, ih making 

wat againft a prince who continued to oppole 

liim, namely Ternan -ORuai-k, •'lord of the 

Hy Bftme Breflfhy, a territorjr tti the eafterh 

part of 'Conaiight, contprdiendrng the pro*- 

vinces of Cavan arid Letrim; This potentate; 

though hfe had married Devorgalla, the king 

of Meath's daughter, was hated by her father, 

for having bafely taken part with his enemiei 

againft him, and profited by Jiis fpoils on a for* 

mer occafion. That king therdore not un'^ 

Villingly ^ffifted O Conor to fubdue a* rebd 

vaflal, whom he himfelf wiflied to puniffl. 

The confederates having won a battle againft 

:hlm, he Was forced to retire into the faft- 

Tiefles tof <3ottaiight, while O Conor took 

Yrom him, as a fine for his revolt, a confidei'- 

^e diftitft adjoining to Meath, and then re- 

Hurni^d^t^h his' forces into his own country. 

Btit DtrtnO^v^who. had long been in love 

I::, with 
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9ndf rsi^:^ed it with all the fuFy of re\>enge, BOOK iv- 
but tould not expd Dermo4, who, after the ^ ' ^ 
deceafe ef Turlogh O Conor, taking part with 
his fuGceffor, Murtagh O Lachlyn, againft Ro- 
derick O Conor, w^s, by the aid of that mo-^ 
narch, fecured in the quiet polieflion of Lein- 
fter till the year eleven hundred and fixty-fix, 
whm O Lachlyn being flain, Roderick O Conor 
obtained thefovereignty of Ireland. This mada 
a great change in the circumftances of Demiod^ 
His enemy was on the throne, inftead of his 
friend. All who hatred him, in which number 
were moft of lus fubjefts, now joined with the 
fovereign in defiring to take a full revenge 
tjpcm him for old of recent offences, The 
forces of Conaught, of Meath, and of the Oft- 
men of Dublin, undpr the command of O Ru- 
ark> invaded his country ; his vafl^ls forfook 
him ; he retired to Femes, at which place he 
bad 3 ft>rt; and, the enemy following him, lie 
fet fire to the town, and fled from thence into 
England; This refolution appears to have 
been fnddbnly taken, without concert with 
Henry, whom he did not find In that king- 
dom, but, being informed that he was in 
Aquitaine, went to him there, and, as a king, Hibern. E.^- 
La wdbofe perfon the royal dignity had been in- pugnat. 1. i, 
jured, complained of the difloyalty and re- 
bellioui of his fubjefts, fupported (as he faid) 
by ^ malicious combination of the other Irifh 
J)rinoes, againft whofe pow^r he begged the 
adEftance of He»ry 1 offering, if reftored by 
dbat prince to iiis kingdom* which his anceftors 
•V . F had 
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BOOK IV. had ruled over for miany ages paft, to hofd it| 
^ as a fief, under homage to England. This 
bribe difpofed Henry to be not io attentive ?i^ 
be ought to have been to the merits of tfad 
caufe, and the diilionour it would bring upon 
Kis own moral charafter to fupport a wickrf 
tyrant, whom his countrymen Iwd moft juftly 
driven out c^ their iiland. Princes ufually 
weigh coniiderations of ftate in the fcales of 
policy, not of juftice. Henry faw the advantage, 
if he ihould ever purfue his former defign up^ 
On Ireland, of having there a vaflal king^ 
obliged to him for the recovery of his domi- 
nions, and at enmity with all the other iri^ 
Erinces. For this reafon he thought fit, a^r 
aving received an oath of fisalty from Der^ 
mod, to give him letters patent in the follow-^ 
Hibcfn. Ex- jj^g ^ords ; " Henry, king of England, dufce 
c"i. * •* ^f Normandy and Aquitaine, and earl of 
*' Aiijou, to all his liegemen, EnglUh, Nor- 
** man, Welfli, and Scotch, and to all the 
*' nations under his dominion, greeting. When 
** thefe letters fhall come to your hands, know 
^' ye, that we have received Dermod, prince of 
^' Lrcinfter, into the bofom of our grace and 
f* benevolence. Wherefore, whofoever, in the 
" ample extent of all our territories, (hall be 
•^ willing to affift in reftoring that prince, as 
'* our vaflal and liegeman, let fuch perfon 
'" know, that we do hereby grant to him our 
^* licence and favour for the iaid undertaking/* 
. This mode of affiftance did not fo diredly 
engage the j^ing of England in a war with the 

Irifli 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of Kino HENRY IL 6j 
Iiifh nation, as the fending againft them any BOOK iv. 
forces under his own royal i^andard ; and Der- ^ 
mod reafonaMy hoped, that the adventiirons 
^irit of the Englifli nobility would make^this 
f^^^Hiiiaiendation cflfeftual to his fcrvice. He 
ftterrfore went into England ; and a decent pro- Hlbem. Ex- 
¥jfk)n being allowed htm by Henry out of theP^'S"'''- ^- '• 
royal revenue, he fixed bis abdde at Briftol^ Lambeth 
from whence, by means of the commerce which Manufcr. 
w^s conftantly carried on between that city 
and Ireland, he might have frequent intelligence 
of what happ^ed in Leinfter, where he ftill 
correfponded with fome of his moft devoted 
friends. Here he produced the letters patent he 
had obtained from King Henry, and having 
ptiblickly read them added liberal promifcs of 
lands and 6ther rewards to all nobles or foldiers, 
who would aid him to regain poffeflion of his 
kingdom. But the danger of trufting to the 
good faith of a tyrant, or the apparent diffi- 
culty of the enterprife, fo difcouraged men 
from it, that for fome time he met with no 
fuccefs* ' At length a great baron, Richard de Ncubri^tnf, 
Clare, earl of Pembroke, furnamed Strong- ' "' 
bow, as his father had alfo been before him, 
was impelled, by the indigence into which he 
was lately fallen, to delire the advantages 
offered by Dermod, who propofed to give him 
bis ddeft daughter in marriage, and with her 
^as ht had no legitimate fon) the fucceffion to 
hi$* kingdom, on condition that the earl (hoiild 
rai^fe for his fervice, and bring over into Ire- 
knd, a^ good body offerees, befonc the end of 
, F 2 the 
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goOK nr. the next fpring. This it was m the power of 
^ ^that nobleman to perform, nbtwitbftaBding 
the bad circumftances of his prcfcnt forttinc^ 
becaufe thofe very qualities which had tedirced 
him to poverty endeared him to his ra&ls^ I 
mean his profufe, extravagant gftncrofity, and 
a certain greatriefs of mind, which, while it 
afpired to the higheft objeds, gave no attention 
to ihiall ones, and confidered teconomy as a 
T'irtue below its pitch. 

On the ccmpaft made by Derrtiod it h nc-* 
teffiiry to obferve, that although, regularly^ 
by the ancient conftitution of Ireland, no Irift 
kingdom defcended to the daughter of a prince^ 
or the hufband of fuch daughter, yet, deftibos 
being ufually carried on by force in all tht 
governments there, Strongbow could not much 
doubt, that, if his arms Ihould prevail inrliie 
enterprife of recovering Lemftcr forDermod, 
they would alfo enable him to fecure to him«* 
felf the ftipulated fucceffion after the death 
of that king. 
Hibdin. Ex- ' Thefe preliminaries being fettled, Dermod 
c.Tt.^''' departed from Brlftol, and Went to refide at 
St. David's, from whence the paflage to Lein- 
fter, with a favourable wind, is only of one 
day. He there engaged in his fervice two 
young noblemen of great rank, Maurice Fitz- 
gerald, and Robert Fitzftephen, who were 
both fons of Nefta a princefs of Soudi Wales, 
inentioned before in this work, on account of 
her amour with King Henry the Firft, and as 
fciotber to Robert, tlie famous earl of Qloceftcn 

Maurice 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KiwG HENHY n. «9 

^bCamrice Fitzgerald w^ the offspring of her BOCMC jv. 
iabfcqucat marriage with Gerald de Windfcir^ -^ 
kaEn^idi buon m South Waks» .and Robert 
IF'itzftepken of another, which, ^ter tihe death 
pf that lord, ihe made with StejiicOf w^o w^ 
iconftable jof Cajodigao caflle aod prefided over 
diat province. On the Jaft revolt of Rhe^ 
ap GrySytii againft Henry the Second, Fitz^- 
#cphco, who had fuojceded to his fether^js 
lafficcs, was treacheroufly ieized by the Welfli, 
^d ddivfired to their prince, his coiifin ger*- 
IBan on the motdier's fide, who kept him in 
iprHba ibree years, and then freed him pncon^ 
dilion of joining his party* The bad confe- 
<]nences, wjaich, on Henry's return into Bri- 
taax^ bot|[i Jthe brothers might ieel from thl3 
/CQo&rained obligation, inclit^ FitzdHephen ;a9d 
Fitzgerald tq dofe wadi the propofals m^f^ 
•by Dermod, who offered to give them in fee^ 
linder homage to himfeif, the city of Wexford, 
and two cantreds (qv hui^reds) adjoining there- 
unto^ if thcjy would bring into Leinfter, as 
cady as they could k^ the next ipring, a band 
cf Eaglifli and Wclfli, to afl^ft the attempt he 
then determined tom^e for the recovery of 
liiat realm. The bifiiop of St. David's, their 
inrther, prevailed on iRhees ap Gryffyth to 
iet them Jtake this opportunity of witl> 
drawrin^ thcmfelves out ctf Waks, and avoid- 
ing a war, in which they otherwife might be 
forced, iby their contrary engagements, moft 
wxnatuf^ily to fight ^a^inil each other. 

F 3 Dermod, 
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BOOK IV. Dcrrtiod, therefore, having happily coil- 
"^ '^^^■^^^luded his treky with thefe two chidfs, and 
trufHng alio to that he had made vntk^ £ari 
<Strongbow, veiitured to go intoLeiiifter, and 
lying concealed in a monaftCTy, founAd by 
^him on the banks of a little rii?er near Ferntsi, 
pafled the winter unmolefted by any of kk 
enemies, who fuppofed him ftill iu Great 
Britain. The fidelity of the monks, in thus 
harbouring and protecting their unfortimatc 
•benefiador, defcrves great praife. In thbie- 
treat he negociated, as privately af he could, 
-With fome of his moft trufty friendsv and 
gained from them information of the^prefcift 
ftate of Leinfter, and, in general, of all Ire- 
land. It appears that no care had been takea 
infh Annaii. .^ ^j^^ former, on his ^pulfion frt>m thence, 
to make a proper provilion for the govertt- 
ment of it, by putting into his place another 
prince of the family, which, during the courfe 
of many centuries paft, had ruled overj that 
province. O Ruark haddeiboyed the fort of 
t Vr ne$ , which Dermod had erefkedy and then 
returned with his forces to that diftrift in 
Conaught where his principality lay. The 
monarch Roderick O Conor was . luified in 
fettling the partition of Munfter betweai Mac 
Carthy and O Brian ; which he did in fuch a^ 
manner as much offended the latter. Leinfter 
wa^ left in a ftate of anarchy very favourable 
to Dermod, who had Ikill enough to improve 
the negligence of his enemies to his own adi- 
% antage. Very early in the Ipring he fent 

" I Maurice 
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^ftfetirice Regan, bis interpfttt^r and-fccr^tary, BOOK ly: 
lack into So»th Wales, to hailen the conu^ iSnbcSr"^^ 
b£ JFitzftepbco and Fitzgerald, impowering aLto Manufcr. 
that.^ent ta treat with o^eir perfons who 
tnighs be willing to aid him in regaining his 
Jiingdom, by promifing ample recompenies in 
lands of inheritance to thofe who fhould chuie 
to fettle there, or in money or cattle to others^ 
This procured him a few Flemings from the ^^ Annals* 
xx^oxty of that nation at Tenby and Haver« 
ford Weft, and fome WeWh whom the ion 
of . a petty prince of South Wales had under 
Ibis conduct. On tlie arrival of thefe, before 
the othet fuccpurs he expeftcd were ready, 
lie|>uthimielf at their head, and, being joined 
b5^ibme bands of his adherents in Leinfter, 
attempted to recover certain parts of that coun- 
try, not prepared to oppofe him. His enemies, 
nrhorknew nothing of his winter reiidence in 
«hc monaftery adjacent to Femes, were muqh 
fttrprifed at his^fudden appearance in arms, and 
fiippofed him juft landed : rumour greatly ex-r 
aggerated the number of foreigners who were 
under his banner; upon which alarm the Irifh 
monarch j and Ternan O Ruark, with all pof- 
fible diligence aiTembled fome forces, and met 
htm at Kil Ofna. A Ikirmifh enfued, in which ibidem, 
was (lain O Mahoni, a principal officer under 
Roderick; and a fecond, in which fell the 
imiji oiO Ruark (that is, the fucceffor elett 
to his principality) and the fon of the Welfh 
prince ccwifederated with Dermod, whom the 
Irilh annalifts call the braveji youth of all Brir 
F4 tain. 
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BOOK IV- /4i,>, Bat Dermod, who HImS Iwped llrat Fiftrii- 

^"^ &»fhcn atud Fitzgeajal4 ifrauld bave cotii6 t* 
hifc aki with theit troops before tlie CojiaHght 
militia could be idrawn into Leiniftcr^ iindias^j 
hihifeif*, disappointed J A Shia ex^oQ^atic^a, bad 
recourfe to aj:rcaty with Roderick jw*i P Ruaffci 
fufcitoitJi0g' bimfelf to the . forsacr, aod ; paying 
to tte latter a. hundred ounces of gold for his 
pc^oteftion. The refentment of ORiiaricwisK 
mitigifcd by this gifib,: ac^ Roderick was -conn 
tent to leave Dcrnn&d in pofleffion of ten dam- 
treds in Ltinfter (oitilt 'of one and thirty where* 
of thit i^roviiloe was compofed) for the fup^ 
port of his dignity, taking from him feveft 
noftages for bis future fidelity, This was A 
capital error in the Gonduft of riaefe priaces# 
who nuight feave cnofflied.him beforctbis «iiai« 
liaries co«ld arrivfes but titty were i^^r^^ntt 
of the treaties he bad made m -Great Bfitaini 
and deceived by his fair piofeflkms, or called 
off, from any furtber attefttiba to hm^ by 
otlier objefts which- feerried to them. mofe^jttH 
portant at this jnnRme of tinie> Yetioott 
afterwatds Roderick, on fome repwt.of new 
fuccours coming to Dermod from England, 
drew to l^ublin a.greait ^my from the fcveral 

irifh An'Mih. provbcejs Under jhis domihionv in otder^toop^ 
pofe the apprehended in vafion :. butjr hi? f^r be^* 
ing removed by 'other intelligeaicQ, be dift^ 
banded the greateft part of tbefe^ troops; a 
hafty meafure, of which he gnicfcly repeated : 

^!^nI?*Pi" for, about the beginning of May in this year 
"^ ' ' ' eleven hundred and fixty-nine, Fitzftephea 

landed 
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laiftbdiat in idandin Birnou^h bky^ not ferSOOK Ts^ 
icom Wexftkrd, with thh*ty knightt, who wew^ ^ ^ 
^^f.iiis kindred or houfekcdd, ihctjr more 
aion^t arms^ and three hundred fkilful aj^chers^ 
Ae fiawtr of South Wales, fele^ted bj bim 
fite-riiis fervice. The chief himfelf (if his ncf-^ 
jdnewiy Gtraldus Canihrenlis^ has painted hhn 
truly) was diftinguifhcd by a ftiture and 
ftrength c^ bodjr furpafiing the ordinary cwudk 
of nature^ by a graceful dignity of nfpeSt^ by 
ar fo!iand ^nd acute under&anding, by agr6e>- 
able iBanners^ and a bountiful heart : but theft 
pcrfeftions were difgraced by an iiaordinat* 
love of wine and women, Hervey ^ Mount'^ 
maurSce^ Stronsrbow'i$ uncle, wasde^utied bf 
thaetiJsord to Pitzflephen with his coun-» 

fek hi> the cannuci <of this expedition, under^ 
taken>7(as it fccnas) in ccHxcert with thr (^rL 
Maurice de Prendcrgaft^ a knight of tiie pro** 
ykicc bf Pembroke, hig|hl5^ efleecned for hit 
trak)ur^ ibt t^L>£rom Milfibrd Haven, afid 
laitded at the dame pl^e miBanou^h bay, the 
day after^ . with ten borfemcn, and a tonfi^t 
derable body of archers. Fitaigcrald and the 
pari ipromifed him aind Fit^ftephetfi to follow 
thaaa mio Leinfieri, as foon ^ tht letaes they 
>K?sre making aniong their xDwn vailals^ or from 
t^ fteoghbouinog (^riSts iillikhited by tbe 
WeUh^ fhould be Jtoaapldaifed;^. The.i&sscds, 
taoitt fmit^' woulii^ they fuppofefi, be iiUficient 
to. make tbein^^^ i^aftei^s ¥if ibme Ar49iig; 
p9^ ioir foitifiod town, dii libe xzoaft, with the 
help tjf fudb irMh as Detmod might join to 

them. 
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300K IT. them. When thst prince heai4 that Ftf?{iibf 
* '^"^phen gnd Prendergaft were landed, he £ent 
Donald Kevenagh, one of his natural £;xi8i^ 
Ito welcome them in his iiame?y andfoon^bwr^ 
wards came hit^afelf, ^t the head of five butt*' 
dred of his beft Leinfter ta-oops, kept in re»(it¥ 
l^mbcth i^efs for this fervice. On his arrival the fgr^n 
^' ihiefs. and foldiers took an oath of fealty to 
him ; and the next morning he led them, in 
conjundioii with his men, to ftorm the city of 
Wexford. The <ritizens, hearit^/ of their ap»- 
proach to . the fuburbs, faliied forth with in^ 
tent to give them inftantiy battle. They were 
Kbcrri. Ex- gji Oftmen, and near two thoufend jn tium? 
pugnat. •^•|^^, Ijyj.^ when they came within fight ^f 
the enemy, and beheld the army drawn, i;i^ 
according to the excellent difcipline of the 
Nofmaias^.^the ; cavalry flatnking the 3i»her$^ 
and the horfeifien glittering with their ihi4d«^ 
habergeons, and hclimta of polKhed ^«e^ 
they were feized witb a fuddoi terror,^ and 
precipitately retiring fet fire to the fuh»r^ 
and betook themfelvcs to the town, Fitsat^ 
ilephen hereupon commanded his men atams^ 
to go and fill up the ditch, while his archois^ 
at feme difiance, annoyed the Oi[lme% w^ 
were pofied on the ramparts and battljementa^ 
with continual fhowers of arrows. Tbi$^l)eiitg 
p«jrformed, be led on his men at arms to 
{bale the walls. They advanced^ with loud 
(houts; butt the dtizens cafting down, oo the 
heads of the afiailants, huge &ones and btatils 
oi wood, by one of which Richard iBarry^ a 

ne^ew 
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.fiephijvr to FitKftephefi, was tumbled into dicJOOKm 
uditcb, land many others were much wounded, ^^ "^ ^ 
tludiafiQuik was repelkd, and the general con- 
itet^ed^htmfelft that day, with burning all the 
ihipi which lay at anchor in the ftrand before 
^ftetown. The next morning herefolved to 
^THiew the attempt, and to prepare his mtn 
ibr it Ordered mafi^a to be faid before the fe- 
t^eral'bandsr; but made his approaches more 
A^BUtiqi^y th»n before, intencfing (as it feems) 
.tofap fh^ waUs, according to the rules of the 
mir^buy art in thofe times : which when the 
»ti2cns faw, (belr hearts failed them, and they 
ibught to capitulate* Two Irilh bifhops, who 
Imppened w be then in Wexford, mediated for 
them widi Dermod, and obtained from him a 
|>ardon of their rebellion againft him,^ on con- 
dition of dieiif iiiftantiy furrendering the town, 
^ind 'delivering to him four hoftages for their 
&ture obedkiice, choien by himielf. 
i'^Wexford being thus taken, the king very Hlbcm. Ea^. 
iteil^arabiy performed his engagements, by l^^^ ^ ^ 
^ving it^ to Fitrftepiien with the two adjoin* 
ittjg dantreds, for him and his brother. At 
.the fan^ time he beftowed upon Hervey of I 
MouBtmaurice, in recompence for his fervice, , 
?two > other catiQ^eds, fituated between Wexford t 
»d Waterford, upcMi the fea coaft. This firft ] 
fuceefe of tbeor &rms, and the rewards it had ] 
;ffmkcd them, excited thefe adventurers to fur- J 
ther exploits. Many Irilh and citizens of Wex- Lambctk 
ford having joined them, they marched into HrbeJliT'Er. 
-Oflbry wkh about three thoufand men, befides pugnar. ut 
their own troops.The prince of that region, Fitz- ^"^^'*- 

patfick, 
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BOOR ay> pjttrick, Jmdiifomc tinje heSofrc, in a furf ^ 
''^~"'^' ^ jfcaloufjT, pttt out tbc i^jgcs .^f Dosntod's^dLiMi 
jbo; to rcveoge ; wfaipb outn^e^ as wdl as to 
funi&L the revolt in v^blch He Jiai fince hcem 
^ngaged^ was the oiAtQn of this expedttjon. 
(But the ar m^ ^d : iso Far into ifae 

coontrji, i^Qi it wa3 atural fer^ 

tificaJticm of bogs and ch Fitzpar 

trick, ^ liie head of five tboufand men, had 
^rendered ftiU niore defiaofibftetbjjr ftrong. cor 
trencbments acrofs the )C0^rance c^f ihe fpa6. 
In .attackih^ thtSr .ptx& vi^it:zftepbe9 and ifais 
troops, rwere feveral Itbnes (^ri^^fdn ^ck^ii^kk 
d-epul^s at Ilaft to eznbolikned t|he Irtfh, that 
ibey venture^ to putlue them mto the fkaoL, 
iVfkevc tltkc iC^Vislry cbarged^aMi ixuited them in 
<an ia^9t;. audi when .thdlib^. wkh the.icn^«h 
^ ^loiis fliOQk of tfadr kntea^ had ducowndafim 
to the gno«iad^ the Ijeinfter foqt of Decmdd'K 
party beheaded them^ftftdth tbeir axes. Two 
btmdred ihcaids,^ thus toxnt: o0,. •:4v6oe bvorught 
and laid at I>ermod'$. foet, who viewing 4>hem 
onejbjr one, jaoid iknowimg the faces, vras feized 
with .-fuch «; traafport of fav^ge; joy, that he 
Jeaped thrioe, and uniting jh mok drfcardant 
,a6t of piatyi fy> all tbe ibrocity of lan Imxflt^ 
cable fpirit, with bands xip^Sted and joined Vo^ 
gether in a |Kofiiare <£ de^rotipn, iung^ m^ror 
thefe miserable fomains Qf::hd6 enemies, a loud 
tbank^iving to God ; then liking up one^ 
which was the head of ^ man he particukirly 
hated, in the rage of his heart 3ie bit off the 
nofe 3nd HpsI The feHnefs of this moft in^ 

human 
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VnflltMi deedmhet kritated thatl.fetlattd hi^BO^K^ iv^* 
bii^xarcms fhkft 6f itvteiige.; He send -F'^z^ u^^^^ZH^' 
Akfkien patiucA^ wkh um emHtiog! alacrity, the pagnat. l !• 
iWi.&aht^ they had gained,* cafryihg fword"^' ^' 
^Ifd fire ififto the inmoft parts of the country, 
ilfid meeting' with little refidance^ except ia 
puffing a defile, whete the Engl^ after driv^ Lambctb 
4ig the enemy from a foG. at which a ftand^anufcr. 
irad been made, were edgagied, both horfe and 
I a vdry darigerous bog, or marftiy 
; and, bting again attacked there, fought 
ns out, with extvtmt difficulty, by 
^n dauntlefs valour; the Irifli, who 
ith tiiemi on the pdrty of Dermod^ 
Lotlmig to af&ft them, but lying hid 
M 'tht woods till the danger was over, and 
theti joining them to purfuc the enemy they ; 
had i-outcd; Dcrmdd p!?evaikd on Fitzftephenrffcern. Er- 
to contitiue this war by i^epeated -expeditions, f^^^^^ ^' ** 
till having received intelligence, that the whole 
Itiih ilaiion, ^nder tl^ orders erf" Roderick O 
Gotibr, their fovereign, was now arming a-^ 
gainft him, he granted a peace to the prince of 
Oflbry : but the teconciliation, on both fides^ 
was equally infincere. 

Not long before this time, a general aflem* 
My of the Irifii ftates had been called, on the 
HslTtn of the viftories Dcrmod had obtained 
with the aid of foreign troopS; The bringing 
tistefe into Ireland was fo juftly refented by moft 
6rthe nation, that they fpcedily got together 
a very numerous army, which Roderick led 
mta Leinfter, On tiieir approach many Irifh, 

who 
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BOO K IV. who had taken part with DertMod, a^fei feif^'^ 
^^ "^ 'fook him : but, notwithftanding thfe deferUcm^ 
Fitzftcphen and his men ranained firm mdr 
undaunted. Tbcfe, with a few of the kinf^V 
moft afleftionate or raoft courageous friendsi^ 
and that prince himfelf, whofe intrepidity was* 
his greateft if not his only virtue, took poftr 
in a valley, not far diftant from Femes, and 
incompafled with thick woods, fteep moun^ 
tains, and deep bogs. This ftrong ground 
they made yet ftronger, by digging pits, at 
near diftancfes, before the front of the camp ; 
laying trees, which they had felled, acrofe 
the pafs ; and ufing all other methods, which 
the military art of thofe days could contrive, 
to fecure them againft the aflaults of an enemy 
far fuperior in numbers. 

When the Irifli monarch came up, and faw^ 
their poft fo fortified, he was afraid to attack 
them ; but fent great prefents, and promifes 
of greater, to Fitzftephen, if he would retire 
out of Ireland with all his troops. This 
being rejefted, the fame meflengers negociated 
with Dermod, and offered that prince the friend* 
(hip of Roderick and quiet poffeffion of Lcin- 
Iter, if he would join his arms to theirs, for 
the total extermination and deftruSion of thefc 
foreigners, to which they vehemently urged 
him, as expedient and necefi'ary for the fafety 
of their country. But, either he feared to trult 
their promifes, or fcrupled to confent to fo 
atrocious a perfidy ; for they returned without 
fuccefi: whereupon Roderick, defpairing of 

any 
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an^bebefit by a treaty, endeavoured to animate ^^Q^ ^Y* 
fas^ people to a battle, as the fole refource that HibernTEx- 
f^amed:/but the difficulty of ftorming fo pugnat. i. !• 
inacceflible camp, defended by fuch brave *^ 7—^<>- 
and well-difciprmed foldiers, appearing unfur- 
mountable, negociations were renewed between 
Ae two kings, through the intervention of 
friends. It was agreed that all Leinfier, under 
fi^ilty to Roderick, as fovercign of Ireland, 
fhould be reftored to Dermod, who promifed, 
by a fecret article of the treaty, to call over 
BO more foreigners into that ifland, and to fend 
away thofe he had already brought thither, as 
foon as he was quietly fettled in his kingdom. 
His late breach of faith made it difficult and un- 
lafe to truft' him now ; but he removed this 
objeAion by confenting to deliver, as a hoftage 
to Roderick^ one of his natural fons, whom 
he feemed very fond of, and to whom Rode- 
rick prcHniied his own daughter in marriage, 
if 'the peace (hould continue inviolate and ef- 
fe^ual. The Irifli annalifts fay that he alfo 
gave a grandfqn in pledge to that monarch : 
but (however this may have been) he was a man 
whoni no fureties could bind to any contradt 
which his intereft tempted him to break. For, 
foo^ afterwards, being told that Maurice Fitz* 
gerald was fafely landed at Wexford, with ten 
knights, thirty horfemen of an inferior degree, 
and about a hundred archers, he received them 
very gladly, and leaving Fitzftephen employed 
in building a fort, on the fummit of a rock, 
about three miles from Wexford, gave to Fitz- 
gerald 
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PQOI C iv.gyrald tha chief camna^d of his ftrtoyi witfl 
^'"'■"-'''^''" 'which he marched to hy wafte theterritoiy of 
Dublin. I h^ve ia^4 befoire, that the Oik^eni 
Inhabitants of thstcity, ha4 fubmftt0dji>hi:44 
it of the kingdom of Leinfter, in t;Ke;refgt) <^ 
Murrogh O Brian, tb* gran^ther of Dermci^i 
Hibcm. Ex. y^f^ {^^^ ^Ji^g afterwards, they (lew the fott 
77o?7.' r of thgt prince to whom they bad fworn fealty i 
c- !;• i and (as the greateft indignity they coyld offef 
Ibidcm,c*ij.to his memory) buried him with a dog^ in 
I the middle of their townhoufe. His f©n, th^ 
prefent king, never forgot this offence ; ^n^ 
being further incenfed by their ads of ytbejllioii 
ag^inft himfelf, he cruelly ravaged the lapd^ ctf 
the citizens, and put to the fword the Ufiarme4 
^nd defencelefs inhabitants he found Pp^ 
them, till bis fury was ftopt by the mceff^y 
he was under of turning his arms anothejr vv^y •, 
For, Donald, prince of Limerick, though br^^ 
ther to Roderick on the moth^f's fid?^ was ia 
^iflatisfied with the (hare ^gned to him by 
that pnonarch in the partitipn of Munfter h&^ 
tween him and S^ac Carthy prince pf Def-^ 
mond, that he had lately engaged in a fecreC 
league with Dermod,, who(e daugliter he had 
marriedj to alSft each other to enlarge, as op- 
portunity might occur, their refpe^ive domi*' 
nioiw. But, on the firft indications of hoiiti»- 
iities on his part oommencing in Mi^nfter^. 
tU)derick, always attentive to wli^at palfed ift 
that country, led ^ainft him thofe forces bo 
had raifed againft Permed. The prince, thiAS 
attacked, (eat imp^ediately tp demand the fti- 
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pulated aid from his father-in-law Dermod, ^OOK ly, 
who, ddirous to fupport him, entered into a "^ "" ^ 
treaty with the Oftmen of Dublin, by which 
he confented to leave the government of that 
city to Hafciilf, a Dane, under fealty to him- 
felf. This convention being made, he com- 
manded Fitzftephen to go inftantly with the 
troops that ferved under his banner, and aflift 
ihc prince of Limerick againft O Conor. Thefe 
quickly rendered Donald fuperior to his foes : 
the Irifh monarch, defeated in feveral engage- 
ments, retired into Conaughtj and Dermod, 
lifted up by the profperity of his arms to 
higher views of ambition, was not fatisfied 
with enjoying the kingdom of Leinfter and 
all it^ dependencies, but conceived hopes of 
acquiring the monarchy of Ireland, which his 
grandfather had pofleft. Thefe thoughts he 
confided to Fitzftephen and Fitzgerald, who Hibem. Ex- 
advifed him, as the only means of fuccefs in (o P"g"*^' ^- ^• 
^[rduous a defign, to renew his applications to 
tlie earl of Pembroke, and urge that lord to 
fulfill the covenant he had made without de- 
lay. A letter was accordingly written by 
Dermod, in which, after gently complaining 
df the earl for having deferred till the autumn 
tbbrihg him thofe fuccours which ought to 
have come in the fpring, he told him, that if 
he would now haften over with a powerful 
force, ^t would be eafy to add the other king- 
doms 6f Ireland to that of Leinfter, which, 
without his help, was fubdued* 

Vol. V. G Strong- 
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Strongbow clearly perceiving, from all the 
accoums he received of what had been done 
in that ifland, and of what the adventurers 
had acquired by their fervice, that there wasr 
much to be gained by the enterprife now pro- 
pofed, and no fuch danger to be fe^ed as 
valour and good conduft rnight not find^ 
ineans to overcome, was defirous to accept 
the invitation. But, the letters patent wh'jch, 
Dermod had brought over from King Henry, 
containing only a licence to aid him in re-, 
covering his own kingdom of Leinfter, which, 
liad been fully performed, it feemed neceflbry 
to the earl, before he engaged to undertake 
this new war, of a very different nature, that 
a further authority for it fliould be aiked,. and, 

Bibern. Ex- obtained, of his fovereign. Going therefore. 

c."u^^* ^' ^' to the king, whow^as then in Nonpandy, he, 
implored his permiffion to agree to ,the offers 
preft upon him by Dermod. Henry avoided 
to. give him any pofitive anfwer ; but he laic^ 
hold of fome words which he thought might:, 
admit of a favourable conftrudion, and re- 
turning into England remained quiet at Chep- 
ftow, till the beginning of May, when he fent 
over to Ireland a band of ten knights and 
feventy archers, under the conduft of Ray- 
mond, a very valiant young gentleman of his 
own houfehold, who was fon to an elder bro- 
ther cf Fitzftephea and Fitzgerald. Thefc 
landed at a place not far difianc from Water- 
ford, mider a rock called Dundolf, where 
they haftily raifcd a fmail fort of turf and^ 

wood, 
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Wobd, thinking thiey fliould be able to maitl- B^OK IV. 
tairi themfelves there till the earl of Pembroke's ^""^""^^ 
arrivaL Hervey of. MountmanriGe, Strong- 
bow's uncle^ with three knights^ or men at 
a^ms, had joined them at their landing ; and 
other fuccours were promifed to be fent from 
Dermod ; but, while thefe were preparing, the 
citizens of Waterford, who were jealous of 
foreign troops, makiag a lodgement fo nczt to 
the walls of their city, confulted with OFiiolapi 
an Iri(h chieftain of Munfter, who, being ex- 
pelled from his country by the arms of Der- 
mod, had taken refuge in their lands, with 
fome -of his people. He exhorted them to go 
and attack thefe invaders, before they had 
gained further ftrength* The counfel was ap- 
proved: about three thoufand marched out,* 
and pafled the river Suyr, which divided Lein-' 
fter from Definond, with an intention to ftorm 
the Englifli fort. They came up to the ditch } 
when Raymond, tranfported by the ardour of 
bis courage, or being perfuaded that his fafety 
confifted in (hewing a contempt of the danger, 
(allied forth with his garrifon, to give them 
battle. But the numbers were too unequal : 
he fbon was forced to retire, and take flielter 
in the fort. His men had not time to fhut 
the gate;; fo that fome of the Oilmen, by 
whdmithey ,were clofely purfued, entered into 
the fort j when Raymond fuddenly turned, 
apd wJth a thundering v^oice calling his foldiers 
to defend their kft retreat, run the foremoft of 
thofc enemies who had got within the gattv/ay 
G 2 through 
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BOOK IV. through thetoreaft, wirii his fword. This ani-v 
"" ^ mated his troops; they came boldly to affifl: 
him :. all the Ofimen who had pafl: the in^ 
clofure of the rampart were inftanltly flain^ or 
driven back on thofe without; tei;'ror feized 
the whole army : Raymond again fatlied fortlu- 
they all fled before him ; above five hundred* 
were cut to pieces in their flight; a much, 
greater number was puihedinto the fea, from^ 
the tops of the high rocks along the coafl:^ 
which they had climbed up foriafety; and 
feventy of the principal citizens of Watei&rdj 
Hibern. Ex- were taken captives. A council of war was.^ 
rfr^i' ^^^^ within the fort, as foon as. the aftioa^ 
wsls over, to know in what mannext thcfe priw. 
foners (hould be treated* Raymond gave his. 
Qpinion for letting them be ranfomed; hvti 
Htrveyof Mountmaurice, whofe authority^ixkj 
the council was greater than, his, advifed ti;^ 
put them all to death, on account of- the- 
danger of keeping theni in cuftody within, the* 
fort, and as a neceflary example of terror to- 
all Irel^id, which a fmall number of focdgner^ 
could not hope to fubdue. but bv making-^ 
themfclves dreadful. In i advice.^ 

he demanded of Raymond, jought^: 

if thefe men had been, the conquerors, they 
would have (hewn any mercyto him or hi$ foU' 
diers ? and concluded with laying, that^ they^ 
ought either manfully to pur^e the defiga^ 
they had boldly undertaken, or return horac^. 
and be gentle and tender-hearted there* 'thje^' 
whole council agreed to this inhuman opinion,^ 

and 
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aita it was exefcuted with the moft deteftable»00K iv. 
cracky ? thdfe to whom the execution thereof libera. Ex- ^ 
isras comrnitted firft breaking the limbs ofpugnat. 
thefe unfortimate prifoners, and then throw- ^•*' ^' ^^' 
ing them down, from the top of the cliffs, into 
rfie fea : an aft which ftains the whole glory 
d[ their hbnourable viftory, and which the 
king fliould have punifhed, when he came into 
that comitry, by fome very fignal mark of his 
foyal difplcafure againft the adviferl 

During the courie of thefe events, the earll^'i^em,c.i6, 
of Pembroke had pail through all the coafts 
of South Wales from Clhepftow to St. David's, 
gathtering men to his ftandard. When. he had 
compleated his levies, partly by his own vaf- 
fels, and partly by volunteers whom poverty 
and courage incited to feek their fortune with 
him, he led them to embark in Milford Haven, 
where a fleet of tranfports, and all other ne- 
Ceflaries for the war he intended to make, had 
<:arefiTlly been provided. But, as he was ready Neubrigenfis, - 
to fail, a pofitive order was brought to him • *• ^' ^ • 
from Henry, by which he was forbidden to 
go out of the realm. This occalioned fome 
paufe and irrdblution in his mind : Yet, think- 
ing himfelf ruined if he flayed in England, 
and having before him a fair profpeft of wealth, 
honour, and power, in the enterprife to which 
he now was engaged, he boldly ventured to 
fliffht the kings command, and fetting fail with ^i^^^"- 
an army of about twelve hundred men,m which 1. i, c, 16. 
number were included two hundred knights, 
landed near Waterford, on the twenty-third 
day of Aiiguft, in the year eleven hundred and 
G 3 feventy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



. 86 HISTORY of the LIFE 

BOOK IV. feventy. The inhabitants of that town, after 
"" ^thelofs they had fuffered, not daring to ftir 
out of their gates, and the Englifti garrifon? at 
Dundolf being maflers of the country on that 
fide of the river, no oppofition was made to 
Hibern. this defcent. The earl^ who chofe to begin 
Expu^uat^ i^jg operations in Ireland by taking Waterford, 
was defirous that the fame of fo important an 
atchievement fhould be all his own, and there- 
fore would not wait for a conjunftion'with 
Dermbd, nor draw the garrifon from Dundolf; 
but, trnfting wholly to the valour of his own 
men, allowed them only one day, which wbs 
the feaft of St. Bartholomew, to refrefli them- 
felves after the fatigue of their voyage; 
and the next morning led them on, to ftorm 
the town. In this attempt they were twice 
repulfed by the citizens, affifted by O Faolan ; 
but Strongbow, feeing that a houfe, contigu- 
pus to the wall, was propt on the outfide with 
timber, ordered fome of his knights to cut the 
props ; which being done, the houfe fell, and 
with it part of the wall. His troops imme- 
diately entered the breach fo made, and took 
the city, with great flaughter of the defence- 
iefs inhabitants, as well as of thofe they found 
in arms ; every ftreet being filled with bloody 
heaps of dead bodies. There was a tower, of « 
whiv:h Reginald, a Dane, vvas governor, and 
to which, when they faw the enemy in the 
town, many perfons of high rank had retired 
for fafe y. This alfo was taken, and in it 
Ktrginalci himf Jf, the Irifh chief, O Faolan, and 

two 
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two princes of the Oftmen. Thefe laft were^^OK iv. 
cut to pieces, but the two former were fa ved^ "" 
at the interceffion of Dermod, who now ar- 
rived in the city accompanied by Fitzftephen, Hlbern. 
Fitzgerald, and Raymond. The earl received .^^P^snat. 
him in triumph ; and this fcene of horror was ' * ' 
fucceeded, within a few hours, by the feftivi- 
ties of a marriage celebrated between that lord 
and Eva, the eldeft daughter of Dermod, ac- 
cording to the contraft which her father had 
made in his treaty at Briftol. Yet their joy 
was foon diftiirbed : fqr intelligence came to 
Dermod thjit the city of Dublin, under its go- 
vernor, Hafculf, had fhaken off all obedience Lambeti> 
to his authority, and had drawn to its aid a^^^*^"^^^* 
multitude of Iriih (one writer fays thiity thou- 
fand) alarmed by the report of an Engiifli iq.- 
vafion ; their monarch himfelf being encamped 
not far off, at a place called Clandolkan. For 
the immediate fuppreffion of this revolt, the^^^^"^- 
king and his fou-in-law thought it indifpenfa- 1. if "f "^7, 
bly neceflary, without a moment's delay, to 
force a paflage to Dublin. With this intent, 
leaving only fuch a part of their troops as might 
be reqnifite to fecure the forts they poflefled, 
they coUefted all the reft, and marched boldly 
that way : but, having gained information that 
^he woods and defiles between them and the 
city were occupied by the Irifh, they left the 
ufual road, and winded along the tops of the 
mountains of Glcndolow, which were entirely 
clear of wood. The ambulhes laid for them 
b?ing thus avoided, the enemy, feeing the g(;od 
G 4 Older 
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BOOK vi. Qj.JerQf their march, to which no IrKh troops 
^ "^had ever been accuftonaed, did not dare to at- 
tack them ; fo that they came, withput lofs, 
to the very walls of Dublin. As they lay before 
Irifh Annals, thefe, the Irifli fkirmiflied with them, inefFecr! 
tually, three days ; at the end of which, on 
iriteUlgence given to Roderick, that his coun- 
try 01 Cpnaught vvas invaded and laid wsfkc 
by Donald O Brian, be was advifed by his 
council to truft at this junfture the fafety of 
Dublin to the inhabitants of that city, and . 
go to preferve his own people, and his own 
demefne lands, from hoftile depredations! 
With this advice, he cpmplied, chufing out of 
two evils that which he thought the leaft. 
Hafculf, before his revolt, had prudently 
ftrengthened the military force of his town 
as much as was in his power, but had prin- 
cipally relied on the help of the Irifh ; which 
defence having failed, his people were thrown 
into a great confternation. So much had they 
degenerated from the martial fplrit of the Danes 
and other brave northern nations, to which 
their progenitors orginally belonged, that Der- 
mod's fecretary; Regan, being fent, in his 
name, to fummon Hafculf to furrender the 
city to him, and to demand of the citizens 
thirty hoftages for their future fidelity, all 
that defire of withdrav^ing themfelves from 
his yoke, which had cauled them to rebel, 
gave way to their fears; and they refolved 
to confcnt to thefe demands. But, while they 
were difputing on the choice of the hoftagcs, 

the 
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the time granted to them for confultatiotj was BPOKTVj 
fpent. Milo de Cogan, who led the Englifli^ ^r^^. 
vanguard, pbferving the ramparts ill man- 
ned,' attacked them fuddenly, without orders; 
and his example was followed, in another 
quarter, by Raymond, who commanded the 
eenter 5 Dermod and the earl being pofted, 
further off, in the rear. Surprise and ter- 
ror, upon this unexpefted aflault, rendered 
the guards on the ramparts, who fuppofed 
that a peace had been abfolutely concluded, 
incapable of refiftance. The aflailants fcaled 
the walls, and entering into the ftreets maf- 
facred all they found there, til> they had gained 
a compleat pofleffion of the city, and of all 
its ftrong holds. Yet the governor and the 
moft confiderable citizens efcaped from this 
flaughter, by throwing themfelves into fliips 
that lay ready in the harbour, and failing 
from thence, with the help of a favourable 
wind, to fome of the Orkney iflands. The 
rich plunder of the houfes was given to the ITibem. 
foldiers : but, when Dermod made his entry JJ^xpugnat, 
into the city, which he did the fame day, his '^' ^' 
thirft of revenge being fatiated with the blood 
already (hed there, he forbad any further de- 
ftruAion of the people, and having taken pro- 
per meafures to fecure to himfelf this impor- 
tant acquifition, gave the government of it to 
Milo dc Cogan, at the recommendation of 
Strongbow, who entirely direfled his military 
affairs, and whom he now fent from Dublin 
to invade and lay wafte the territory of Mcath. 

la 
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* JOOI?: rv. In the year eleven hundred and fixty-hlnc, 
^^JjjJ"^;;^]^ Dermod O Melachlin, the lawful king of that 
* realm, had been treachcroufly murdered by 
Donald, his kinfman, who ufurping the go- 
verninent was juftly expelledfrom it by Roderick 
O Conor, But that monarch, inftead of cauling 
'(as he ought to have done) fome other prince 
of the royal houfe of Meath tg be regularly 
plefted, made O Ruark a temporary admini- 
ftrator of the eaftern part of that province, 
and retained the weftern himfelf. The king 
of Leinfter, in hatred to his old enemy Q 
Ruark, ordered the country thus uqder the 
rule of that chieftain, and likewife his patri- 
monial lands in Eaft Conaught, to be crueHy 
ravaged ; which being performed without any 
reiiftance on his part, the Englifli forces turned 
fouthwards, and expelled the prince of Qflbry, 
Donchad Fitzpatrick, out of that principality ; 
as they alfo did another prince of the family 
of O Conor out of Hy Faolan, qr Ophally, 
(as it is called by fome writers) another diftrit^ 
of Leinfter, The Iri(h arinalifts fay, that 
Dermod himfelf accompanied his au^^iliaries in 
thefe expeditions: but, whether they afted 
with him, or by commiflion from him, his 
employing them in this manner gave fo great 
and juft offence to the monarch of Irelandj^ 
that he wrote to him this letter : 

*' Againft the tenour of the peace concluded 

•* between us you have called over a muU 

" titu'de of foreigners into this ifland, Neyer-r 

" thjiefs, while you confined yourfclf within 

2 *' the 
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^* Ac limits of your own kingdom of Lein-^^OOKIV. 
<* fter, we bore it with patience. But now,^ "" 
^* feeing that without regard to your oath, or 
^ compaffion for your hoftage delivered into 
*^ our hands, you have infolently paft the 
** bounds prefcribed to you, and the confines 
** of your country, we give you notice: ei- 
^* ther r^ftrain for the future the excurfions of 
** the foreigners whom you have brought 
*' over, or we will affu redly fend you the 
*« head of your fon cut off by our com- 
*' mand." 

Dermod replied in a very difdainful ftyle, 
and concluded by ftying, " he would not lay 
^' down his arms till he had conquered all 
*' Conaught, and acquired for himfelf the n^o- 
f^ narchy of Ireland, which he claimed from 
^* his grandfather Murogh O Brian." 

On receiving this anfwer, Roderick execu- 
ted his threat, after having pronounced, from 
his royal feat of juftice, a formal fentence of 
death on the unfortunate hoftage. 

When this facrifice had been made to na- Hibern. 
tional vengeance, he aflbmbled at Armagh thef ?P"f^|'; 
whole clergy of Ireland, who unanimoufly 
declared, that the, prefent invafion of their 
country by the Englifli ought to be accounted 
a judgement of God upon them for the fins 
of the nation, and more particularly for a 
ptaaice of which they had long been guilty, 
4he buying for flaves Englifli children from 
pirates or thieves who had ftolen them, or 
from merchants who h^d bought them of 

needy 
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BOOK IV. needy or covetous parents ; which infamous 

^'—'^r''*^^ trafiick was not uncommon in England. The 

council therefore decreed, and the legiflatuite 

enacted, t6at all Englijh Jlaves^ in the whole 

extent of Ireland^ jhould prefently befetfrte^ 

This was evidently done to take from that 
nation the only colourable pretence of a psab- 
lick quarrel, or complaint, agaiftft the Iriih. 
Hibem. g^t the king of England himfelf,, before that 
i.1f"^T9! time, had refolved, for reafons of policy, to 
put a flop to the conquefts of the earl of 
Pembroke in Ireland. Nothing could be more 
repugnant to all his defign's, of the intereft of 
I his people, than that a peer of his realm, at the 

head of an army of private adventurers, (hould 
obtain for himfelf the monarchy of that ifland, 
and hold it as a fovereign and independent ftate. 
Nor could he bear the provoking and auda- 
cious infult on his royal, authority, which 
Strongbow had been guilty of, by going into 
Ireland againft his exprefs prohibition. As 
' foon, therefore, as he heard that Waterford 
was taken, he publifhed an edift, by which 
he ftridtly forbad all commerce with Ireland 
from any parts of his dominions, and com- 
manded all his fubjefts who had gone over 
thither, to return home before the Eafter 
feftival next enfuing, on pain of perpetual 
banifliment and forfeiture of all their eftates. 
The earl quickly found himfelf in great want 
of all neceflaries, ^id forfaken by many of 
his knights and foldiers. Alarmed at this, 
and confulting with the wifeft of his friends, 

how 
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how to aft in fo perilous a ftate of afl&irs, he BOOK IV, 
difpatx:hed Raymond to Henry, who then* w^ "^ — ^^^ ^ 
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BOOK iv.deprcdatibos were fo grievous and whofe cdn*^ 
"^^~"^ tinuai^ce in Ireland was fo formidable to tbcrat^ 
all, could not raake them lay afide their pri- . 
Vate animo^ties, and join their monarch iiir 
fupporting the national caufe with th^ir whole, 
united ftrength ! 

^ About the clofe of this yeSar^ eleven hundred 
and fey^nty^ JCing Dermod dkd at Femes, of^ 
an unknown and horrid diftemper (as the Irifli- 
annalifts fay) in a ftate of impenitence, and the > 
vidim of divine vengeance for the many wrongs * 
he had done, and the many mifchiefs his tur-^ 
bulentand lawlefs ambition, during a reign- 
of four and forty ycEKSj, bad ^brought on his 
country. No mentiQP:i$ ^a4f by Git^ldus 
Gambrenfis, or other writers in tbofe times, 6f* 
any extraordinary circumftamles in bis ficknei&, 
or death : but, had he it^^vey been guilty of fljiy 
other crime, than bringing tbc Englifh adveikt^, 
turers to fettle in Ireland and makef conquefts' 
there, it would be no wop.der that th^ hatred: 
mid rage of his countrymen fliould take eveyy, 
method of rendering his memory odious to 
pofterity: nor can he juftly be fpoken of bj> 
any hifi:orian without deteflation, as one whom 
neither divine nor human laws, nor the i??itnral. 
inflind of paternal affedion to an innocei^fon,; 
whofe life he had pledged for th^ fecurity of 
his own fufpefted; faith^ could reftrain tr^nW: 
purfuing the bent of his paffions, which, \yerei 
of the worft kind, and which the courage and 
cunning pbfervable in hw cbara6ter macje^more: 
dangerous to the publick. The earl oC Pem- 
broke, 
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broke, .his fon-ip-law, fticceeded to . his king- BOO K -iv. 
doniy purfu^t to the compad between them, "' '^/' \ 
^sxd ift confequence, 1 prefume, of a forced 
ekiSipn made during the life-time of Dermod.; 
. Not long afterwards, Hafculf, the late go- Hlbern. Ex- 
vemor of Dublin, having procured from theP^^S^^^ J- >• 
Orcadts an army of Norwegians and other in* 
habitants of thofe ifles, well armed and well 
di^iphned, under the conduft of John, fur-^ 
liamed (he Furious ^ . embarked them ^aboard of 
fjxty ihips, and failing direflly up the mouth 
of the Liflfey, landed with them, and attacked 
the eaftern gate of Dublin. Milo dq Cogsp, 
^yhom Strongbow had entrufted with the go- 
vernment of this capital of his kingdom, while 
h? was employed, in vifiting and fecuring his 
other towns and forts, oppofed this aflault with 
great valour. Thp enemy was repulfed^ with . 
the.lofs of above five hundred menj and, 
Cog^, full of ardour, fallied forth at the 
head pf f9me of bis krughts and men at arnis,; 
t9 purfue the beaten troops, and infeft their r^* 
tpeat:,fbut, their numbers being much fuperior 
tQ his, a (harp conflicSk enfued: many of his* 
f^ldiers were flain, and the reft ttruek with 
terror, at feeing the thigh of a knight, com- 
pleatly covered with iron, cut off by ope blow 
of a Danifli battle-axe 5 which exploit is attri^ 
bated, by one of the writers of that age, to Lambeth 
the- Norwegian chief himfelf. At this inftant,^^^^^^^- 
while the Englifh, endeavouring to retire with-HIbern. Ex- 
in their walls, were hard^prefled in the entrance P"8°*^' ^* ^- * 
pf the eaftern gate of the city, Richard de^*'-' 
. : ; Cogan, 
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^QQ^ y* Cogan^ Milo's brother, agreeably to all ordfer 
L^JJJQ^J''*"^ given to hhn before, iflued forth from another 
Mtnufcr. gatc on the fotrthern fide of Dublin,' with a 
body of horfe ; came round, Unobferved, to 
the rear of the affailants, and fuddenly raffing a 
loud fliout fell upon them ; which unthotight-of 
attack fo difiiiayed them, that they inimediately 
broke their ranks, and fled. Few were faved ; 
the Englifii cavalry intercepting their flight, 
and an Irifli chieftain, or prince, who had 
given hoftages to the governor,* j^inij^g ^^ ^^^ 
pkirfuit with all hi$ clan. John tie Furious^ 
after making a very brave defence, was ho- 
nour^ly flkih upon the fifeM of battle, by 
Walter de Riddlesford,, an Etiglifii kni'^ht, 
and the horfemen of his troop. Hafculf, flying 
to his fiiips, was taken prilohef on the fhore, 
andlirought into Dublin. When he appeared 
before tht governor, and a great aflembly of 
foldiers and citizeiis in the townhorife, he laid, 
with a fuUen haughtinefs in his looks, ** We 
** caine hither with few forces, and this v/ii 
•* only a beginning of our efforts. ' If liiy life 
*' be faved, much greater will be made hei-d-^ 
*« after.'* Milo de Cogan,- who intended tb' 
admit him to ranfom, was fo an^iy at the irl-' 
folence of this bravado, that hfe commanded ^ 
hh head to be inftantly cut off. It would h'^vk' 
been a magnanimity more becdmin^ a fol^ier^^ 
to have fet hiiii at* lib^it^ in contenipt of hiS' 
menace. 
Hibefh.Ex- Btat, though this ehterptife h:Jd failed, thb 
r^r* ^' ^ I^^ mOnaithj .encoitraged by Henry's procla*-^ 
^ ^ ' mation, 
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jakion, an^ tfee diftrefs it had brought upon^OGK IV 
^tee^^I ef P^brofce, commanded the forces^'' ^ ^ 
^the fev6i*al princes obedient to bis power to 
be all collefted- together; and being fecretly 
afliAied by Laurence O Tool, archbifliop of 
Dublift^^ foHicited Oddredy king of Man, who 
he44thaj, with the Hebrides and the Orkney 
ifies, iti fee of the crown of Norway, to affift 
irtm with a fleet, which might fhut up, by fea, 
jbe dly of Dublin, while the Irifli army, 
aflembled urfder his flandard, ftiould blockade 
k by land. The earl of Pembroke, informed 
of thcfe defigns, threw himfelf into the town, 
with Fie^gerald and Raymond. The laft of 
;^fe was r^ettirned without bringing from 
Htirry V to wtioto he had been fent, any favour- 
able anfwer ; but yet with hopes which gave 
^ftie encouragement to the earl to difpatch an- 
other agdftti namely Her vey de Mountmaurice, 
t&iitgetiitt #ith that king. 

Soon aft^i^tvards Godred, purftiant to his 
treaty with Roderick OCohor, fent a fleet' of 
thirty ifeips, weH m<anned with foldiers, to 
cnlife befon^ the pert of Dublin ; and a vaft 
army of Irifli beleaguered that' city on every 
other fide^ ndt attempting to affault it, but 
|>rbpofihg to reduce it more fecurely by famine. 
This blockade, which entirely prevented theHibern, 
iaiportatlort of any provifions, had continued ^^^P^i?l^^» 
ahnoft two months, when Donald Kavenagh," ^^^^' 
Dermod's fon, having found means to elude 
the vigilance of the enemy, acquainted the Lambeth 
carl of Pembroke that Fitzftephen was befieged, Manufcr. 

VoL.V. H in 
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BOOK rV; in his fort at Carrick near Wexford, by the 
^ citizens of that town and the Irifli of Kingfale, 
to the number of three thoufand, having with 
him but five knights, or- men at arms^ and a 
fmall company of archers ; concluding, that if 
he was not relieved within three days, he muft 
*^^^^' ^" i^^vitably perilh. The earl immediately aflem- 
Fupra, ' bled a council of war, and laid before them 
the intelligence he had received. Fitzgerald, 
who had left his wife and children in the 
cuftody of his half-brother Fitzftephen, within 
the fort of Carrick, reprefented to the councU, 
how fliameful it would be, to fuffer that brave 
gentleman, who firft had led them the way to 
all their conquefts in Ireland, now to perifli 
unaflifted! He like wife Ihewed them ta what 
an extremity of danger they thcmfelves were 
reduced ; their provifions almoft confumedj no 
hopes of getting more, either by land or by 
fea; England rendered as hoftile to them as 
Ireland itfelf. In thefe circumftances (he told 
them') they had no refource but their valour; 
which they ought to ufe, to the beft advantage 
they could, before famine had deprived them 
of all their ftrength. He therefore advifed 
them inftantly to fall on the Iriih, whofe num^ 
bcrs, cowardly and ill-armed, would not be 
able to withuand their bold and unexpe^ed 
attack. This opinion was ftrongly fupported 
by Raymond, who added, that he thought, 
they fhould begin by affaulting the quarters of 
Roderick; becaufe, if he, who was the chief 
of the whole confederacy, were vanquiflied, 

th© 
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the defeat of the reft would be eafy. To this BOOK IV. 
Strongbow agreed, and feleded from his gar- ^ - 
rifon three bodies of horfe ; the firft, which 
formed the vanguard, confifting of twenty 
knights under the conduft of Raymond ; the 
fecond, which formed the center, confifting of 
thirty, commanded by Milp de Cogan; and 
the third, which formed the rear, confiftirig 
of forty, led by himfelf and Fitzgerald. To 
thefe were added all the fquires belonging to 
the knights, who fought, as they did, on 
horfeback; and fome intantry compofed of the 
citizens of Dublin, According to one account, Lambetfc 
the whole number thus arrayed amounted to ^^^^v 
fix hundred, each divifion having in it two 
hundred men. 

At the head of this fmall force, which was 
all that could be Ipared from the neceflary 
guard of the city, did the earl fally forth, 
about the ninth hour of the day, to attack an 
army of thirty thoufand men. Thefe they 
found quite unguarded, apprehending no fuch 
attempt, and diftrafted with fear when they 
law themfelves aflaulted. Roderick, into ,whofe 
quarters they firft broke, was then bathing. 
His people all fled, and it was with great dif- 
ficulty that he himfejf efcaped hy flight, on 
the alarm being given. The fame panic terror, 
at the approach of the Englifh, feized and dif- 
fipated alfo the other armies of Irifli, that were 
quartered to the fouth and north of Dublin. 
They fcarge made any refiftance. At the clofe 
of evening the Englilh, having puflied the 
\ ^ Hz purfuit 
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BOOK IV. putfok as far as prudence would permit^ re- 

^^ ^ " turned into the city triumphant, and loaded 

with the fpoils of the enemy, whofc whole 

Lambeth baggj^ was taken, and moreover fuch a quan- 

^ ^* tity of corn, meal, and pork, as was fufficient 

to vidual the city for a year. In all the ac* 

tion they had loft but one man, a foot-foldier. 

^u^It.' m" ^f ^^^ I^^fl^ ^^^^^ were flain about fifteen 
fuprL hundred; but the whole multitude was dif- 

perfed ; and the next morning, all the (hips 
which bloirked up the port, feeing their con- 
federates gone, failed away to the ifles from 
whence they came. 

Strongbow, after he had left a proper gar- 
rifon in Dublin, and put it under the com- 
mand of Milo de Cogan, marched, with the 
utmoft diligence, to attempt the delivery of the 
fort of Carrick. On his way he was ft<!^t, in 
the county of Idrone, at a narrow pafiy which 
O Ryan, the petty prince of that diftriflv had 
feized and fortified. But no advantage of 
ground, or inequality of numbers, could ba- 
lance the fuporiority of valour, arras, and dif- 
cipline, which the Englifh troops, and the 
Welfli, Incorporated with them in this fer- 
vice^ had over the Irifli. Strongbow ordered 
the poft to be attacked: his comrtitands were 
bravely executed: the young^ Meyler Fitz 
Henry, whofe fether Was a baflard of King: 
Henry the Fir ft by Nefta the mother of 
Fitzftephen and Fitzgerald, diftinguifhed hito- 
felf here above all the other knights. Never- 
thelefe, by a ftone, which one of the Irifh 
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caftathim, he was knockt off his horfe: but^^^: iv. 
an arrow (hot from the bow of one Nicholas,^ v-— ' 
a monk, whofe profeffion did not hinder him 
from taking part in this warfare, having mor- 
tally wounded O Ryan, the death of their chief 
deprived his army of all fpirit : they fled ; 
and the en^my, with the lofs of only one man, 
made their way through the pafs to the open 
and level country. But, as they advanced to- 
wards Wexford, they were met by certain Hlbem. Ex- 
meflengers, who informed them that the caftle, P"g*^^^- ^- i* 
which they were going to relieve, had been 
taken by a fraud. For, after feveral aflaults, 
in which the befiegers, who were more than 
twenty to one, had fhamefuUy been repulfed ibidem, c. 25. 
by the valour of the garrifon, and particularly 
of one knight, or man at arms, whofe name 
was William Nott ; the bifhops of Wexford 
and Kildare, with many more of the clergy, 
arrayed in their facred veftments, came to the 
brink of the ditch, and took a folemn oath, 
in the hearing of the Englifh, on fome relicks 
of faints which they had brought for this pur- 
pofe, that the Irifli were matters of Dublin ; 
that the earl of Pembroke, and Fitzgerald, and 
all the Englifli in that city, were cut to pieces; 
and that Roderick, at the head of all the Irifli 
troops (thofe of Leinfter included) was hafl:en- 
ing from thence to take pofleflSon of Wexford. 
They added, that out of pure affedion to 
Fitzftephen, as he had behaved himfelf mildly 
and generoufly towards them in his govern- 
ment there, they gave him this information, 

H3 to 
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BOOK IV. to the end that, before the arrival of thefe 
^" "^ ' ''forces, which it would be impoffible for him to 
refiA, he, and all who were with him, might, 
in fafety and freedom, be fent over to Wales. 
Deceived by this perjury, and the facred cha- 
rafter and dignity of thofe who fwore, he fur- 
rendered his fortrefs, which he had no foonet 
done, than fome of his people were murdered; 
and all the othersi, after having been cruelly 
beaten, were chained and thrown into prifon ; 
he himfelf being detained, under ftrift cuftody, 
in irons. But, upon hearing that Strongbow 
had forced the Irifh to raife the liege of Dub- 
lin, and was advancing to Wexford, the aflb- 
ciates in this impious and execrable fraud were 
fo difmayed, that they fet fire to their city, 
and, and with their effefts and all the captives 
they had taken, retired into an ifle in the 
jnouth of the harbour, which was a fanftuary 
much refpefted by the Irifh. Yet, not think- 
ing it fafe to truft to this, they notified to the 
earl, that, if he followed them thither, they 
would fend him the heads of all the prifoners 
Hibcm. Ex- there confined. On receiving this meflage, he 
pugnau . 1. ^^^^^ j^g jg fj,Qj^ Wexford, and went to Water- 
ford, where he found his plenipotentiary, 
Hervey de Mountmaurice, juft landed from 
England. This gentleman brought him let- 
ters, from the friends in whofe opinion he mofl 
confided, which exhorted him, without lofing a 
moment's time, to repair to Henry in that realm. 
He did fo,. and found him at Newnham in 
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Gloucefterfhire, preparing to pafs, with an BOOK iv. 
army, into Ireland. '^ "^ 

Whatever hopes had been given of a kind 
reception, the indignation of Henry againft 
the earl appeared fd implacable at his firft ar- 
rival, that he even refufed to admit him into 
his prefence: but the majefty of the crown, 
which his former contempt had offended, having 
been fatisfied by his prefent humiliation, and 
every point which the king was defirous to ob- 
tain having been chearfuUy granted, at length, 
by the intervention of Hervey of Mountmaurice, 
a reconciliation was concluded on the following 
conditions. 

The earl was obliged to renew his homage 
and fealty, and to give up to the king, in full 
and abfolute property, the metropolitan city 
of Dublin, witli the cantreds adjacent, and all 
the other fea-port towns, with all the caftles 
or fortreffes pofleft by him in Ireland ; the reft 
of his acquifitions or conquefts in that ifland 
remaining to him and his heirs, under homage 
and fealty to the crown of England. Henry Neubrigenfis, 
alfo confented to reftore to him his whole ^' "' ^' ^^* 
cftate in this kingdom, which had juftly been 
feized, as a forfeiture to the crown, on the aft 
of difobedience he had committed. This agree- Hibern. Ex- 
nient being made, they went together to Pem- P^g^^t. 1. i. 
broke, where the king refided fome time, while Hovaleiu* 
his officers were coUefting in Milford Haven Bencdia. 
a navy of four hundred and forty large (hips, to ^^n^^/i^f. 
tranfport from thence into Ireland him and his Irifh Annals, 
army, which confifted of about five hundred 
knights, all heavy-armed horfcn>en, with their 
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BOO K iv^ fquires ox attendants, who compofed a lighter* 
^ "^ "^ armed cavalry, and a very nunierous infantry, 
all expert archers. 

^•'Powers The flate of Wales had undergone a great 
fubann,! 169! alteration fince the year eleven hundred and 
Seeaifo fixty-nine, by the death of Owen Gwyneth^ 
S'^wis^'^* That prince had reigned, with a very bigii re- 
putation, two and thirty years, being a cou- 
rageous, a prudent, and a fortunate comman- 
der ; no lefs beloved by his people, on account 
of his civil virtues and good government of 
his flate, than admired for his valour and mi- 
litary talents • He may indeed be accufed of 
having violated the fealty he had fwom to 
King Henry, without fufficient caufe ; but by 
his countrymen this fault was accounted a vir- 
tue, as, in revolting from the aUegiance he had 
been forced to fubmit to, he complied with 
the general defire of the nation, and put him- 
felf at the head of what they deemed an ho- 
nourable confederacy to recover their ancient 
independence and freedom. After his deceafe 
great difputes arofe in his family concerning 
the fucccffion. He had left by two wives, 
who were of very noble blood, fix fons and 
two daughters, and by different concubines 
nine illegitimate fons. Prince Jorwerth, the 
eldeft of thofe born in matrimony, having in 
his youth received a blow which broke his 
nofe, was therefore efteemed by the Welfh 
unfit to reign ; and, their cuftoms admitting 
baftards to inherit the government, Howel, 
a natural fon of Owen by an Irifli woman of 
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low bktb, fucceeded to his father, bccaufc he B^QK iv. 
was reputed a more Aialiant ibldier than any of ^ "^ 
his J^rothers : the Welfh efteeming their princes 
(as their own Chronicle tells us) fwt 4^ ^^^^ wd^Chio 
mothers and births but by their promefs and va^ p. ^26. 
lour. Vet David, Owen's eldeft i^ by his 
fecond wife Chriftiana, who descended from 
the ancient kings of Wales, would not fub* 
mit to this ^prince^ who was born of a foreigner ; 
but r-aifed againft him an army equal to his, at 
the head of which, in the year eleven hundred 
and feventy, he fought with him and flew 
him. By this viitpry he obtained the domi- 
nion of North Wales; none of his brothers Ibid. ip. 227. 
afpiring to contend with him for it, after the ^^i^jj^'^^ 
death of HoweU but, during the rage of thisadann.ii7o# 
unnatural war^ the confederacy of the Welih, 
for the total expulfion of the Englifli and 
Flemings out of their country, was interrupted 
and broken ; which gave thofe colonies time 
to recover their ftrength. Nor would David, 
in the beginning of a yet unfettled govern- 
ment, after fo much blood had been fpilt, and 
the force of North Wales fo impaired by civil 
difcord, draw on himfelf the refentment of a 
powerful king, whofe friendfliip and aid he 
might want. Rhees ap Gryffyth indeed, who 
was at all times the firft to take up arms, and 
the laft to lay them down, had made an in- 
road into the territories of Owen Cy velioc, one 
of Henry's Welfli vaflals in a part of Powif- 
land : but now, when that monarch was come 
into bis neighbourhood with a formidable 
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BOOK IV. army, which his forces alone could not refill:, 
^^ "^ '^he liftened to overtures of reconciliation, whicK 
encouraged him to go and throw himfelf at 
Wcl(hChron.the feet of his offended fovereign. Henry, 
%^^% Hyi whofe nature inclined him to forgive a fup- 
of Wales, pliant enemy, and whofe policy made him wifli 
a pacification of Wales in this conjunfture, 
received him very gracioufly, and confirmed 
to him all he then poflefled ; but took from 
him fourteen hofl:ages, and demanded of him, 
for the fervice of his Irifli expedition, three 
hundred horfes and fifty yoke ot oxen. Thefe 
he promifed to give, and departed fo well fa- 
tisfied with the favours he had now obtained 
from the king, that he forgot the feverity ufed 
by that prince againfl: his fons in the year 
eleven hundred and fixty-five, or thought^ it 
fo jufl:, on account of the many repeated vio- 
lations of faith on his fide, as not to deferve 
his refentment. Henry, finding that his fpirit 
would more eafily be fubdued by benefits than 
by force, continued to fliew him great kind- 
nefs, and at Pembroke granted to him the 
whole province of Cardigan, with the three 
diftrifts of Stratywy, Aruftly, and Elvel. 
Grateful returns being made for thefe concef- 
fions, he added yet a further mark of grace 
and confidence, by refi:oring to him Howel, 
his moft beloved fon, who had been one of 
the borages demanded at the time of his late 
fubmiffion. 

We are alfo told, by an ancient contempo- 
rary hifiorian^ that^ while the king was at 
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Pembroke, David ap Owen, with many of ^^^^ rvr. 
the nobles of North Wales, came to wait on*^ ^ ' 
him there ; and we may be ftire that this prince 
was not admitted to his prefence without ac- 
knowledging his fovereignty by doing him 
homage. 

Thus, while Henry was meditating the con- A, D. nju 
<|ueft of Ireland, the kingdoms, or principali- 
ties, of North and South Wales were reduced 
to obedience, by the terror of his power, with- 
out his having been forced to draw the fword I 
But, in pafling through Monmouthfliire, he Welih Chnm. 
thought it neceflary to take into his own cuf- ft,^* ^ 
tody Caerleon upon U£ke, which was before pugnat. i L 
in the hands of Jorwerth a Welfli lord, whofe «• ^9- 
fidelity he fufpefted. He likewife garrifoned 
iall the caftles of the Englifh barons in South 
Wales, being diflktisfied with thofe lords for 
having made no oppofition to the earl of Pcm^ 
broke's departure with his fleet fi^om their 
coafts, though tliey knew it was contrary to 
their fovereign's orders, publickly declared at 
that time. Havhig thus fecured all behind him, 
he failed from Milford Haven with his army Bcnedia. 
to Ireland, and after a profperous voyage land- Hweden ad 
ed near Waterford, on the feaft of St. Lukca^ann. 1171, 
in the year eleven hundred and feventy-one. 

During the abfence of Strongbow, Raymond Hibern, £x- 
ftaying at Waterford with the troops die earl P^^^ ^* '• 
had led thither, ORuark took advantage of irifli Annals. 
the tveaknefs of the garrifon which remained 
in Dublin, to make ah attempt on that city* 
He brought before it an army of undifciplincd 
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BOOK ^V' lrifli, haftily raifed, for this purpofe, in Estft 
A.d/h7i. Conaught and in Ulfter : but, whUe thefe, with 
loud cries^ and a kind of furious, difordered 
impetuofity, were ruflung on to aflault the 
/ditch and waUs, Milo de Cogan fallied out^ 
and unexpeftedly charging them, at the head 
of a fmall but valiant troop, put to flight the 
whole multitude, with a dreadful flaitghter 
of them, which thepurfuefs only ftopped from 
a wearinefs of killing. Artioi^g the dead was 
the prince of Breffiiy, O Ruark's fon, a youth 
of extraordinary merit. The terror caufed by 
this defeat prevented any further hoftilities of 
the Irifli againft the Englifli in Leinfter, till 
the arrival of Henry, and contributed to pro- 
duce a.general defpair in the nation of being 
able to reiift the mighty forces he brought, 
which it would be in his power to augment 
«t pleafure, by new fupplies out of England. 
Nor could any defire of faving the liberty of 
their country fnom a foreign domination 'fuf- 
pend the dSefts of that difcord among the Irifli 
themfelves, the caufes of which were laid in 
the bad conftitution cff their political fyftem ; 
Iriilj,.Annak. for, even at this crifis, a civil war in North 
Ulfter prevented thofe of that province from 
giving any attention to the defence of the ifland, 
which fo potent a king was openly and noto- 
rioufly preparing to invade. It muft in truth 
be acknowledged that no enterprife of this kind 
was ever better timed ; all clrcumftances con* 
curring to facilitate the fuccefs of Henry's de- 
fign, ^which, though formed by ambition, was 
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founded on reafons of the moft coBfbmmate ^^QQ^ ^^- 
pnidcnce, a^d/ii.^i.! 

Soon* after the king's arrival at Watcrfbrd, Hibern, Ex- 
the citizens of Wexford brought to him their P^^^^- ^ '• 
ca^ve, Fitziiephen, as a criminal, in bonds ; * 
making ^ merit of having delivered him up^ 
to the jafiice of his fovereign, without whofe 
leave^ they fia^ofed he had prefumed to make 
war (the fiirflJ of all hig countrymen) againife 
them and the Irifti, in a time of fettled peace, 
a peace that for many ages had never bieen vio- 
lated' between Irel^id ^ad- England. Henry 
ikewed^^^n^ great kindifyefs, and. after having, 
in their pvefentev r^rknanded Fitzftephen, witb 
much feigning indignation, for his rafimefe and 
preTtrtnptioM, hd added terrible menaces of the 
p^inifiimenCd dtie to an; of&nce of this nature^ 
and^fiaijt hifti-loaded wkh chains, to be- fept 
imd^r ftttft c0ftody, as a prifoner of itefecj i» 
Reginald's tower. 

TMs gentleman might have pleaded, in vin« 
dication of himfelf, the letters patent which 
the king bad given to Dermod: but he was 
confeious thiat by fome of his atchicvements in 
Iceland be had exceeded the bounds prefcribed 
in tftofe letters J and it is not improbable that 
he fecredy kneWi ot might comfort himfelf 
with t^ hope, that the violence of the kingV 
FefeAtment was feigned. Certain it is, that 
Henry fought, byallhi$ afts at this time, ra- 
ther to appear the prote^w than the enemy of ^ 
Ireland ; which produced fuch happy effefts, ^ * 
that Dermod Mae Carthy, prince of Defmond, 
-5 voluntarily 
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BOOKIV. voluntanly came and fubmittcd himfelf to him, 
A,d/ii7i% fwore fealty, and gave him hoftages for his 
faithful performance of the obligations to which 
he then was bound, particularly for the pay- 
ment of an annual tribute. This, I prefume, 
was accepted in lieu of thofe fruits of feudal 
tenure, which were paid by the vaflals of the 
crown in England, but which could not be fo 
eafily levied in Ireland, till a better fettlement 
fhould be made of the Englifhgovernmen t there ; 
wliich would neceflarily be a work of time. 

The prince of Defmond bore the title of 
King of Cork, Defmond having been anciently 
a portion of that diftrift which is calkd in 
Ibme hiftories, and even charters of thofe times, 
Warc,caxvii. the kingdom of Cork : but the city itfelf^ with 
fome lands adjacent thereunto, was in the hands 
of the Oflmen ; and Henry made it a part of 
the demefne of the crown, leaving the reft of 
the province to be held of him in chief, toge- 
ther with Defmond, by this prince. From 
Hibern.Ex- Watcfford he advanced, at the head of his 
pwgnat. I. i. ^^y^ to Lifmore, and from thence to Cafliel, 
near which, on the banks of the river Shure, 
Donald O Brian, prince, or king, of Limerick 
and of Thomond, came to meet him, fwore feal- 
ty, and agreed to pay him tribute: as did like- 
wife, foon afterwards, the prince of Oflbry, with 
all the leffer potentates of the South of Ireland, 
whom he fent back to their feveral territories 
carefled and loaded with prefents. From Ca- 
(hel he returned to Waterford, where hispri- 
foner Fitzftephen being again brought before 

him. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. iit 

lym, he willingly was perfuaded^ at the Inter- BOOK nr. 
ceffion of his nobles, to fet him free; but took]^^ jj/jj^^/ 
firom him Wexford, with the territory there- 
unto belonging, and annexed it (as he had done 
the other towns of the Oftmen) to his royal 
demefne in that ifland ; thinking it neceflary^ 
according to the principles he had followed in 
his agreement with Strongbow, that all the 
fortified towns, and more efpecially the fea- 
ports, (hould be in his own hands. Nor did 
the Wexfordians defire any grfeater favour of 
him, than to hold their city under him, as his 
immediate tenants, inflead of being fubjeded 
to the government of Fitzftephen, whofe ven- 
geance they feared, or of any other Englifh 
k>rd. 

After a fhort abode at Waterford the king 
marched to Dublin. The citizens, whofe chief 
commerce depended upon England, and was 
fo great in thofe days that William of New- 
bury lays, // rivalled that of London^ received V. Nrlbuc 
him with much joy. Thither came to him g^»^' ^ "• 
ORuark, and many potentates of the north liberm Ex- 
of Ireland, who rendered themfelves vaflals pugnat. i. u 
and tributaries to him, as thofe of the fouth Ben^iia. 
had done before. But the fupreme monarch of Abbas. 
Ireland, Roderick, king of Conaught, unwil- ^oveden. 
Ung to give up the fovereignty he enjoyed, 
delayed to follow the example of thefe inferior 
princes. Yet, after fome hefitation, he yielded 
to meet, on the borders of his kingdom, Hugh 
de Lacy and William Fitzaldelm, impowered 
by commiffion from Henry to receive his alle- 
giance. 
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\^*^S§«fb|d,. aod own hiia fop their fovereign, book it. 
biefore aRjf c^ the kings, ^ ov cHfeer iiiferijor '^^dTiTtiT^ 
ruXerstof their feversil co^iAtitJiies, h^d fubmitted 
tix his ppvyer, wpi44 kH:lii>j£ oiie- tj^ doubt whe-^ 
their the time of thisie a^ts, fdi4 to h^ve been 
iqt^ hy tbofe prel^es^ is ac<;urately ftated. 

Hexi^y ^;egt the Chriftmas feftival of the Hibern. Ex- 
year ejkjv^n hut^drsd and feventy-qne in Dub- P^^^^^- ^- ^* 
liflijj the m<stiropoli3 of his new-ac<juired kii3g- 
dom : bitt,. there beiflg no^ hqufe in tb^t ciity 
fpacious enough to contain the numerous court, 
^sj)e<9;ed tQ attend him upon this occafion, he 
otderad one to be built, withoiUt the walls,, 
not of brick or of ^one^ for tb^ conJftrudion 
o£ which there was laot time, l^t of fqa^oot^ed 
twigs oc wattjes, after thb Ififih fefi^on. H«re 
he fcafted all the pringes aW nobility of Jr^*^ 
land who had dope hf^^ag^ tp hiiiH with » 
magnificence proper; to di?aw their refpedt, and' 
an a;5abili^y ire^iifite to conciliate ^ii? aflfec- 
tion^ 

Soop aftef Wards he convened, by bis royal ibidem, c 34, 
ra^d^^^ ^ Cafhel^ a national fynpd of all th«^ 
Iriih clejpgyj foi; the reforrnation of their church, 
agreeably to the promife he bad made tq Pope 
Adrian, as^.the condition upon which that pon- 
tiflf granted tohim the very extraordinary b?>ll 
before uecited^ In this affenxbly, to which he 
f^it one of his chaplains and tw^ dignified 
cle^^gyn^en, the biihop of L^fmore prefid^d, as 
apoftpUcai legate, though ,the archbifliops of 
Dublin ^nd of Tuam were prefent. Several 
canons were made, and ratified by the king, 

VoC. V. .1 for 
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BOOK iv> for the due celebration of regular and orderly 
A.D.1171. marriages, and for the annulling of thofe which 
were inceftuous and illicite ; for the baptifing 
of children within the church, and the cate- 
chifing of them at the church-door ; for the 
burying of the dead, who had been duly con- 
fefi:, with the proper rites and ceremonies ; and 
finally, for the eftablifliment of an entire con- 
formity in divine worfliip, and all matters re- 
lating thereunto, between England and Ire- 
land. 

The abufe, which gave occafion to one of 
thefe canons, concerning the baptifm of infants, 
is thus explained by Benedift Abbot of Peter- 
Tom. i. borough. He fays "it was the cuftom, in 
p- 30. ^j feveral parts of Ireland, that, on the birth 

<« of a child, his father, or any other perfon, 
*« plunged him three times in water, or, if the 
<* family was not very poor, in milk ; which 
** water, or mi/i^ after the immerfion was over, 
** was thrown into the fink: to prevent which 
*« profanation, the council made this decree 
«' for baptifing in the church/* Others were 
made for the particular benefit of the clergy; 
to enforce the payment of ty thes to the parochi- 
al priefts ; to exempt all the lands and poflef- 
fions of the churcii from all impofitions ex- 
afted by the laity;, efpecially thofe mofl: ufual 
in Ireland; and to declare, that, as in the 
committing of homicide they were free from 
the correftion of fe<:ular juftice, fo fhould they 
be from any fhare with the other kindred of 
at layman convifted thereof, in the payment 
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cf a pecuniary compofition, or fine, which BOOK i^- 
the laws of Ireland allowed to tlie family of ^j^TfjTJT^ 
the flain. 

It certainly was not agreeable to the incli- 
nations of Henry, or his fyftem of govern- 
ment, that any immunities of this kind, and 
more elpecially the lafl-mentioned, (hould be 
granted to the clergy: but they had been made 
the conditions of Adrian^s bull ; and he thought 
it neceffary to eftablifti his dominion in Ireland, 
not merely on force, and the fubmiffion of the 
Irifh princes and nobles, which in fome was 
unwilling, and in few quite fpontaneous, but 
on the real attachment of a party there to his • 
fervice. Such a party could moft eafily, in 
the outfet of his reign, be found in the clergy. 
The abbot of Peterborough fays, that, before P* so* 
the holding of this council, the greater part of 
the Irifh nation had never paid tythes, nor un- 
derflood that they were due : and therefore the 
eftablifhing of this impofition by the. royal 
authority, and enforcing obedience to it, was 
fuch a bribe to the priefthood, as, together 
with the exemption from all criminal juftice 
decreed at the fame time in their behalf, muft 
have rendered them very zealous to reduce the 
whole ifland under the power of Henry, and 
maintain it in fubjeftion to his* commands. 

It appears that this council was not merely 
a fynod of ecclefiafticks, but a national af- 
fembly, or parliament ; for by one of its de- 
crees a liberty was given to the Irifh, under 
certain regulations, to difpofe of th^ir peffonal 
I 2 eftatcs 
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BOOK IV. eftatcs by will. The ads of it coxieludeA wltk 
^:"]^;"YJ7^ thefp remarkable words : '^ It is moft propejr 
** and juft, that as Ireland has, by divine Pro* 
*< vidence, received a lQr4 and king from Ejog- 
*' land, fe Ti^ewife (he fliould from thence re-, 
<*r ceive a better form of life. For to that 
" mjagnanimous king both the church and ftatc 
«' of this inland entirely owe whatever advant- 
*^ age they have gained in the fettlement of 
" peace and the enereafe of religion : feeing 
«^ that before bis coming into Irelan^d many. 
*' kinds of ^vik had, for a lojag time paft, 
" pyevaited there, which by hia. power and 
** gopdnefs' are ^9.w aboliiHpa.'' 

It is reafonable to infer from thefe . laft words, 
that a refQi:rp3tion had been made^ not only* ia 
the fpkitiiaK but civil ftate of Ireland^ before 
this time, by giving the Irifh a better confti- 
tutipn of gpvernmentjK a»d a better rale of. 
life aijd a^ion than their barbarous brfhcnlavy* 
V, M.Pam, Accordingly we are tol4> by IVfetthew Paris^ 
*"^'"^^* that a Goungil, or p^rli^ment,. was Wld^ by- 
Henry at Lifmpre^ wher^ tb^ /<?Vx of England 
were tkankfuify . received, by all prefenty and an. . 
oqth. njo^^ tah^n.toohfer^ethem. k alfo ap- 
pears, that in this, or foijie other afiemhkd 
while that prince was. in Ireland, he enaded, 
ftatiite laws for the gpvernment; of: that king-. 
dpm; there bein^ a reference to one o£ them 
and exprefs confirmation thereof, in, anjrjfiv. 
aft of the fecond yeat o£ Richard t^i? Third. 
V. Rot. Pat. Nor can any thing be more clear from the 
i Ric. IIL grants and^ charters of tbofe tixne% , than, that 
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thelCn^rifh tenures, and thfe laXvs or tilftbllisfi^OK iV. 
rdatiHg thereiinto, Were ihtroiiuced inttt tte- ATBmTZ^ 
iah3, and courts »f juftice eftalilii^e^ there HWs 
ugm the £h^li(h model, ^nd Sheriffs afhd other ^^^J^^^ 
cOTCfers of law aiid police appcdrlted by this ibiaeV . 
Itin^, But \X^dtheJ: M. Patis Was Cofreft ihP- «^i--»"- 
liis^ccbunt iof the pluce wliere {tit Englilh IkWs Wa^^s An- 
^^ere feceived and fworti to by the Irifli, liWertoSirR. 
ttinltfomevvhat doubtful; as it feems ptoba- ^°^'°'^- 
*ble tbat this a^ which wa^ to tind the whole 
nation, was done at t)ubliii in this foletrinity 
of thechriftmas feftival, when Henty was at- 
tehded by the princes an4 nobility of the king- 
dom, who had there paid him their li'otfiage, 
father than at Lifinore, wbere lie made nb 
long abode, and from whence he was gone, 
^as appears by tbe accounts of contemporary 
Tiiftorians) before homage had beeti ddnfe tb 
lilm by any Irifli prince, ekcept iDetftiod Mac 
Carthy. However this may bave been, the 
coftiiiiunicating to IrHand the laws and cufp 
toms of England was unqueftibnably a great 
bcion to the people of that coWntry, and a 
mdft wife aft of policy in the king Who did it ; 
but to render it eifefhial more time was re- 
quired, and a more abfiJiute power over the 
whole Irifli nation than he yet had eft^bliflied^ 
In fa£t we find, that the diftutbances which 
afterwards enfued fo hindered and fruftrated the 
operation of this a£t, that King John thought 
it neceflary to re-ena£t it: for it appears 
hy a ftatute of King Henry the Third, that v. Rot. Pat. 
his father bad brought over into Ireland /^^e'/? n Hen. in. 
I 3 Jkil/ed^'"^^'^ '^- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ii8 HISTORY OF THE LIFE 

BOOK Jy-J killed in the laws, by wbofe concurrent advice ^ 
A. D.M72. ^^^ ^t *f>^ requefi of the Iri/hy be ordained and 
Coke's 7th commanded the laws of England to be obfervedin 
CaWin's"af^ I^^l^^^> ^^d left tbcfatdlaws reduced into writ^ 
Mr. St. John'* /^^, Under his fealy in the exchequer at Dub^ 
L^fd Straf- ^^^* "'^^^S J^^^ therefore completed, as far 
ford's Attain- as in him lay, what Henry the Second had be- 
der. gun ; but the full execution of this purpofe of 

both thefe princes was obftru6ied by the troubles 
that arofe in their kingdoms, and by the revolts 
of the Irifli againft them and their fucceflbrs in 
the throne of Englend.^^ 
Hibern. Ex- Giraldus Cambrenfis takes notice, that the 
pugn. . . 1. 2j.(.]^|3'j(}^Qp Qf Armagh was prev^ented by age 
and infirmity from attending at Cafhel; but 
fays, he afterwards waited on the king at 
Dublin, and (hewed great obfequioufnels to 
him in all his defires. Perhaps the fecret rea- 
fon of his non-attendance at Cafhel was aa 
unwillingnefs to yield the precedence in that 
council to the bifhop of Lifmore, as the pope's 
legate; which commiffion he might think 
ought not to have been feparated from the 
primacy of Ireland, if exercifed at all in that 
kingdom. And indeed, as it bad been former- 
ly granted to Malachy, it feems ftrange that 
it was not continued to this prelate ! He was 
now very aged, and efteemed a faint by the 
people, who faw with admiration, that, where- 
foever he went, a white cow was led after himj 
and that her milk was all his food ! 
V. G. Cam- Soon after the feaft of the purification of the 
l^^^g^l^'"^ Henry departed from Dublin, 

i/i. c. 35*, and 
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and went to Wexford, in which town he re- BOOK iv^ 
mained till he returned into England. During ^^^37^7727^ 
the whole winter feafon and a part of the fpring, Benedia. 
for five fucceffive months, the weather had been ^!V 
fo extremely and conftantly tempeftuous, that all Brompton, 
navigation had been ftopt, and all corre^n-^ubann. 1172. 
dence cut off, between Ireland and the other 
dominions of the king^ who very impatiently 
bore this long delay of the information he 
wanted on many points of importance. But,^!^^!!. 
about the middle of Lent, he received advice, i.^if"c^"36. 
that the Cardinals Albert and Theodine, le- 
gates a latere^ whom Pope Alexander the Third 
had lent into Normandy, on the afl&ir of 
Becket's death, had been there fome months 
vtraiting for him, and began to threaten now, 
that, if he did not fpeedily come to them, 
they would lay all his dominions under an in- 
terdift. He much defired to make a longer Epift- S. T. 
ftay in Ireland, that he might complete his ac- * " ^' 
quifition of it, by fubduing all Ulfter, and do- 
ing many other things, which yet remained 
to be done, for the better fettling of his au- 
thority, and ordering of the government, in 
the provinces fubjeft to him : but he faw the 
neceffity of going into Normandy, to conclude 
with the legates, and hoped he fhould be able 
to return into Ireland when that preffing af- 
fair was difpatched. Before his departure he 
took the propereft meafures that the exigency 
of the time would admit of, for the fupport 
and fecurity of the dominion he had gained. 

I 4 He 
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BOOK IV. He 1^ the ^rl <>f Peaibr^^e i^fTeft t^ L«iii- 
j\/^o?r^ ^^^^ ^ ? fi^^ ^^ ''^^ lEiigrrfh ci*t^, ^nder 
Hibern. Ex- homage to hkiifelf, which tihat l<^rid feafl^)©^ 
pugnat. 1. 1. jp^^jj^gd i^Ij^j^ itjjey ^^^ togQd]fer m Di^Um : 

Beneciici:. but, to balance the greatftefs of fo ipoyrtffyA 

H vM d ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ appointed Hqgh de Laej jti&ki- 

ami!! II "z. ^^y <>f Irelaml, whkh <rf&e ^as^befame^ ih 

the abfenc^ of the king, ai lord lieiitevuint ofc 

viceroy ; and he -likewife gave (bita ithe gf^* 

vemment of the rt)yal city ^ DnWirif with 

orders to biiild a caftle th^re^ living imder his 

commaiidJFitKftephen a»dFkfe;gerctW,Wrth forty 

other knights, it has been irienti0«ed before, 

that QRwark had obtaified from Rodeifkk 

O Conor the teiT>pbrary adhik}i^ati<!Mi of Eiaft 

Meath, that n^nprch IretainiRg the wdfti^ftt 

parts of the woviiiee in his own hands* fidt 

Henry 410W was induced to grant the whok, 

as it had been enjoyed by Murcfaad O Mdach- 

w in^he A '" ^"' {^^^^ i« the chtotcT Hu Melachlin) t)r Iqr 

pendix t6 this a^y Other before or dFter that king, with all its 

Book,^ from appurtenances, to his n^iniftcr Hugh de Lacy, 

GukTHi^rn. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ immedi^ely of him and 
c. 27. his heirs, by the fervice of fifty knights. The 

charter is dated at Wexford, and the reader 
will find it in the appendix to this book. Such 
a gift was apparently prejudicial and offenfive 
to O R uark and O Conor ; nor do we ^nd on 
what ground, or on what pretence of juftice, 
it was made by King Henry. Indeed the 
claim of thofe princes to the pofleffion of any 
part of Meath was mere ufurpation ; and, 
therefore, the granting it entire to this baron 

in 
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in.fee ^msmtm^ ^fo ^fefatfeufe, ^tfo fetefly j^gfe ^^ ^ 
to cKcke tthe »ttfena»c^t of the ftlfh, as If fe A^pj^r^lT^ 
pia«ce oF lite iroyal b©«feHSf Meaffhlmd h^iti 
tbns Afporffoft <rf Jiis iright. Yrt, «i4i, *te 

jhe fardeflt iMfh ^dflett'drs, ^d frtwh evefr^ 
brahch Qf that racfe wfcidi tjonlfl -kgaHy dafei 
th^ qarfi^itanae rf it^ to ah EngKJh lotd *** 
4hb isdiis, was & Ji^afore Kviifoh 44ie .tta*k)* 
woidd ti«t erfiMy iR^pl^% or eveti fer^W; 
0ae ifeiffttid tbkik that >fome ^giieetnent, wkfe 
rdaticm to i\ns pi-ox'uice^ between -Henty flt!4 
Bcdeiickj ^muft W\^ pttoeded ihis grant; fo 
as that the former wwght ^ead the confent cf 
the i^rtet for taikilig from Ruark the adtoi- 
iiiftratioti therectf, and conferring it upon JLacy • 
Asfbr DotitfMOMi^ehlin, ht had forfeited ^fl 
his right by the murder of his ^redtceflfor ; 
and it is probatble Ibaft the otfcer <:ollateral 
claimants, xvafntirtg power to ftipport, tholi^ 
it advifaide to pvt iip, or to tvave, their pre- 
tenfions. Be this as it mayj ^e fobje£lion of 
all Meath, and of Lekiftet, to two Engliflt 
barons who held in chief of the king, gave 
great flrength to the power of the Er^lifii 
crown in Ireland j thou^^ perhaps, it m^y be 
doubtful, wbether it would not have been a 
more politick meafore to have divided the 
former into feveral baronies, rather than to have 
given it entire to <mt vaflal, who had alfo the 
government of the capital city, and the high 
office of grand judiciary of die realm. But 
the greatnefs of Earl Strongbow was the prin- 
cipal objeit of Henry's jealoufy in that ifland, 

and 
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BOOK IV. and he defired to check it by raifing up againft 
k.D/1172/ ^^^ ^ powerful rival there. He alfo commit- 
Kbern. tedthecity of Waterfordto Humphrey deBohun, 
Li^cft and Wexford to William Fitzaldelm : the firft 
I. c. 37. ^^ ^^^^^ having under him Robert Fitzbernard 
and Hugh de Gundeville ; the latter Philip de 
Haftings and Philip de Breufe ; with garrifons 
in each place of forty knights. For the greater 
fecurity of thefe towns and his own domina- 
tion therein, the king ordered caftles to be 
A^b^^'^* built in both with all poffible expedition, 
Hoveden, ad and took into his own fervice Milo de Cogan 
ann. 1172. gnd Raymond, with other principal officers of 

SS^at. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ Pembroke's late army. 

1. i. c. 35. He feems to have placed fome confidence in 
the Oilmen, as well affeded to him; and 
probably they were fo, on account of their 
commerce with his fubjefts in England : yet it 
may be prefumed he would have left ftronger 
garrifons in all the towns they pofleffed, if it 
had been in his povirer: but diftempers, which 
the food and climate of Ireland produced in his 
foldiers, who were unaccuftomed to them, con- 
ftrained him to carry the greater part of his 
army back with him into England, for the 
recovery of their health, and to ftop the fur- 
ther prbgrefs of the epidemical fluxes which 
began to rage among them. Neverthelefs he 
intended to return in a fhort time, with equal 
or greater forces : but fuch accidents intervened 
as unhappily prevented his executing this pur- 
pofe. As his prefent affairs would admit of 
no delay, he ordered his troops to Waterford, 

where 
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where his fleet was then lying 5 and on EafterBOOK IV. 
Monday, in the year eleven hundred and^x)/^^^/ 
feventy-two, failing from Wexford, with only 
two (hips in his train, arrived the fame day at 
Portfinnan, in South Wales ; his troops having 
landed, the day before, at Pembroke, 

It has been mentioned, that, in going through 
Wales into Ireland, Henry had taken the cuf- 
tody of Cacrleon upon Uike from Jorwerth, 
a Welfli lord, whofe fidelity he fufpefted. 
This feemed neceflary, as a fort had been lately WeMi Chroiu 
erefted out of the ruins of that moft ancient^^P^*^** 
city, where great monuments ftill remained of^* 
the Roman magnificence, even in the times of 
which I write. But Jorwerth thought himfelf 
injured, and, when the king was departed, 
fent Howel and Owen his fons, with others of 
his kindred, and all the force they could raife, 
to recover pofleflion, both of the town and of 
the fort. They fucceeded in part of this at- 
tempt ; but not being able to take the fort 
they fet fire to the town, which they had taken, 
and left it. As Henry pafled near that diftrift 
in returning from Ireland, he defired to fee 
Jorwerth at a certain place on the borders, and 
lent him a fafe conduft for himfelf and his fons, 
with a purpofe of making an amicable end of 
this quarrel ; that no commotions arifing from 
thence in Wales might difturb the realm in his 
^bfence. Jorwerth ordered his fon Owen, who 
happened to be then in another part of the 
country, to join him on the road; but the 
young man, in obedience to this command, 

paffing 



Digitized by 



Google 



i2j^ HISTORYV* tire LtTFE 

30oic lV.|,afiing ^ the carl of <5iociefter^s ^t^V tdftte 

fadden, fell upon him and *fle\^ lilm. It is 
prdbable that they IcnfeW nwt of his iiatdrtg a 
lafe cohdtift ; but liis fethtr, ujJoh hearii^ df 
his being killed, turned back, and Ig^dfliEittg 
together t\l the Wtrfh icvfham iie t)r ms iVitends 
coiild engage in tJieir family quarrd^ tddk re- 
venue by incurfions into ihofe parts of *^ti- 
ftiouthlhire which Were pdflfeft *by the fin^ifh, 
and thfe bordering counties of England. Henry, 
Informed of thefe ev^eiits, hiide ftliefes ap 
Gryffyth chirfjufticfe over aH South Wales, as 
the Ijeft means in his power to quiet things 
there, through die authority of this frmfce, the 
natural lord of that country, and htad of the 
>^ family thus aggrieved ; whOe he himfelf, hieing 

called try morfe important affairs, wtnt to Pbrtt 
mouth, and from thencfe, tiaking with him the 
ytum^ king, his eldeft fon, pafled over the 
channd. 
V. Hoveden, Wfc havc a letter ftorh tihe cardinal kgdtes 

alJ^fi't ^ ^^ archhiftiop of Ravjenna, in which they 
anil, 1172. ^y ^.^^ ^^ ^^ Henry, as foon as he knew of 

<' their arrival in his territories, removing all 
** impediments which might caufe delay, and 
^* laying alide all the bufinefs incumbent upon 
*' him, had haftened from Ireland, through 
^^ England into Normandy, and immediately 
^* after his landing in that dutchy h^ fent to 
^' them many and honourable meffengers, to 
*' defire them to name a place of conference 
^^ with him* ; and that, accordingly, they ha4 

" appointed 
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•* appointed a convent at Savigm. Ti^ h& ^Q^K IV^ 
•* inet tkem thare attenxled by many of hi€i no- ^^^JTI; 
*^ bility^ batli {pirituol and tenxjwal. That^i 
^^ ibm^ difagfc^meat^arifii^g, he departed from 
" the ctD;iJfei:eoccv w^thi a feemlog pwrpofc of" 
*^ inftantly returning tp England j and tlsfey in* 
^* tended to havegone^ Ae foUowing day, to 
*^ Avramehes : but^ in the mtjowng, tiere c^ane 
** tc^ thlcmthje biIbop>of Lifieux aAdtwo ainrh- 
** dea^ons^ who granted^ in his name, all that 
*' tliey had iprfift^d on,j avd he copfirmed it at 
" Avrauches,. upon, the Sunday before Afcen- 
** lion -day." It is not eafy to deny the truth v.Eplftoiaa. 
o£ rfus-evi«leno.(; yet, aipoi^,.thp epiftles ofJ;5{,S;"^«'- 
Joba of Saii£bwy, there is one from the king;, 
W the tifliop of Exeter, which fays, ^ that^ 
** at fir% he found the legates too^ feyere, and 
" feenungJly inflex^bia; . but that afterwards, 
*' aggini!l the. expe^fiations of all mer^ a recon- 
*' cuiattea foijowed, to the hoaour of God and 
^' thechujxrh, an4 to his honour gn4 that of 
•♦ his kin^ono^k" However this m^y b^ve been* 
on what conditiops^the iseconidliadon was con- 
cluded at Avranches we certainly know, by a 
cb^rJier^ pr inftr^iuja^nti drawn up in, thp form v. Epift, s.. 
of, a letter to thp Iwi^g, by both the legftes^ ^2^8 \ '^' 
he preferred as an/evideftce and record tljiereofl Hoveden', fub 
They were as follows : ^""* i^?^- 

, 1;. That, in the courfb ©f tlie next tY^elve- sd^i{{oA^^ 
month, from theappioaching feafl; of Pentecofl;, pendix, 
the king flipuld give fo much u^oxaey as the 
knights templars iWild deem fufficientto main-- 
tarn two hundred knights for the defence of 

the 
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BOOK IV, the Holy Land during the term of one year. 
r^yTXTIt^But that, from the next Chriftmas-day, he 
ihould take the crols himlelf for the terra of 
three years, and the following fummer go in 
perfon to the Holy Land, unlefs the obligation 
were dilpenfed with by Pope Alexander him- 
felf, or his catholick fucceffors. Neverthelefs, 
if, from the preffing neceflity of the Chriftians 
in Spain, he fhould go thither to make war 
. againft the Saracens, he might in that cafe de- 
fer his journey to Jerufalem, for fo much 
time as he (hould fpend in fuch an expedi- 
tion. 

2. That he neither fhould hinder himfelf, 
nor fuffer others to hinder, appeals from being 
made freely, wiitb good faith ^ and without 

fraud or evil intention^ in ecclefiaftical caufes 
to the Roman pontiff; fo that they may be 
tried and detennined according to his judge- 
ment. Tet with a provifo^ that if any appeU 
lants were fufpeSted by the kingy they fhould 
give himfecurityy that they would not attempt 
any thing to the prejudice of him or his king-- 
dom. 

3. That he fhould abfolutely giv^e up thofe 
conltitutions or cufloms, which had been in-* 
troduced in his time againft the church of his 
kingdom. 

4. That^ if any lands had been taken firom 
the fee of Canterbury, he fhould fully reltore 
them, as they were held by that fee a year 
before Archbifhop Becket went out of Eng- 
land. 

5 5- That 
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5. That to all the clergy, and laity of JO^K IV. 
either fex, who had been deprived of their a^d/h^z. 
poffeflions on the account of that prelate, he 
fhould like wife reftore thofe polfeffions, with 
his peace and favour. 

All thefe injunftions the legates, by the au- 
thority of the pope, commanded the king to 
obferve with truth and liricerity, for the re- 
miffion of his fins ; becaufe (as they fet forth 
in the preamble to the articles) though he had 
taken in their prefence a voluntary oath^ that he 
neither ordered nor dejired the murder of Beckett 
and was exceedingly grieved when the report 
thereof was brought to his ears^ yet he feared 
that the malefaSlors who had jlain that prelate 
took occajton to commit that wicked oM from 
the pajfton and perturbation they f aw in him. 
Accordingly he now (by way of penance for 
that fault) publickly fwore to perform the 
articles above-mentioned, relating to the holy 
war, and (in order to obtain a reconciliation 
with the church) all the others agreed to be- 
tween him and the legates ; the young king, 
his fon, whom he had called out of England 
into Normandy for this purpofe, joining with 
him, as a further fecurity to the church, in 
the latter part of this oath. , 

Such were the conditions of Henry's abfolu- 
tion ; and better conditions they appear to have" 
been (all circumftances confidered). than he had 
reafon to expe£t: for the moft inconvenient 
and troublefome injunction, that of taking the . 
crofs, he might hope to get rid of, by a papal 

difpen- 
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HOOK, lY* difpeafetion^ grouadad o» o^eufe,^ whkH^ tl|n« 
^[:]^^:^;^^^and y v^^ ingicknts mi^ht giTord. And to. 
tii9 c^yikh he ^ve up rxothingr^ hyt;bptei^ 
oj" this 3^?ee«ai?nt5, which he hf4 ocrt kdor^ 
prbpbfed to yield : for, in the contefl with 
Beck^t^ he hgd. frequently offered to aia^ull 
an,^ laws which ftowd not be fojujul ta have 
bieen part.of the epnflitution of England m hk 
gi?9a^ather*s reign. Whereforej, in writing 
2^ accoiuit of this bufinefs to the bifliop of^ 
Kxeter^ when h.c m.entiQn$ the article by which 
he confented to ahiyb aU the cfiJ^omsMtroduced 
in his tipi^ qgainjl the chur;cb of his kin^dom^ 
he adj^^ which I reckon to bef^ixt or nQne. ^ 

The only paj-^cular , wherein he might feei» 
to rec^,e from. the Clarendpn ftatutes. wa^* 
with, regard to the reftraint which onp of thena 
had laiqi on appeals to the fee qf Rome: bi^ft 
even bere^ by the right he rtefeuved to hipifelf 
of deaii3J0.di;ig fecurity frgm* 4Ay JUfpe^ei. mr- 
peljants:,. he kepjt vfx his haads a ^fov^, ciir\ 
which he might ujfe at hii pleafure^ aver the 
liberty granted, Upon, the whole, he jiaftljr 
bpaft^4 to the biflipp of E:seter% that, he bsid 
cQOjclucJed this agreeme^j ta his omi hof^ou^t^ 
Indeed' the fenfon for proceeding agalnft him 
with feverity, or impofing bard terms ojf abfc^ 
lujiQ^> was paft. This, he felt ; and ijt fcems, 
that, as Qiirciimftances then ftaod, the gppe.was 
Iktle kfs afraid of his enmijty than be of the 
pope's : fgr the legates fpeak with great plea- 
fure, in their narrative before cited^, of his 
having fworn^ with his fon, ^ at the clofe of 
z this 
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ifais bufinefs, to adhere to Alexander yS Idng'B^pOK iv. 
as be Jhould treat them like Chriftian and Catho- ^FdTuTu 
lick Kings ; which condition implied, that if, 
on any pretence, he (hould pafs any fentence 
of excommunication again ft either of them', 
they would abandon his party. 

The legates add, in their letter, tbat*King 
Henry (the father) promifed feme other things, 
which of his own free accord he ivas to do, but 
which a was ndt proper tofet down in writing. 
What thefe were is unknown. They might 
be voluntary penantes whidi he fecretly offered . 
to infliift on himfelf, br private bounties to the 
pope, or to thofe who fupported the intefefts 
of that pontiff in Italy or in France : but, . 
certainly, he did not, of his own free accord^ 
promife greater conceffions, in any points that 
related to his difputes \vith the church, than 
the legates had now aflced. 

As for the oath which he took to dear his 
reputation of any intentional guilt in the mur-^ 
der of Becket,*he chofe to take it^ riot only 
that he might the more eafily obtain abfolu^ 
tion, but for the fake of declaring his innocence 
to the worfd in the moft folemn manner : And 
that he did not fwear falfely we have grounds 
to believe, from the endeavours he ufcd to ftop 
the four knights on the firft notice he had cf 
their departure ; from his fending other per^ 
fons, with orders^ not to killj but to arreft the 
archbifhop; and frorii his natural temper/which, 
being apt to take fire upon any provocation, 
vented its fury in violent expreflions of anger, 
- Vol. V, K fucH > 
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BOOK iv.fuch as his reaibn, when fee ba4 tijue to cool, 

^[^[YT^ ^i^ ^^t fuffer him to carry into aftion. OjF 

this there is one xnoft remai^kable iniftangfi, 

V.Epiil. Job. which Ifind in a letter, written by John of 

Sarifb. 159. Salilbury during the year eleven hundr^ and 

fixty-fix. Information is there given to tb^ 

bifhoj^ (^Exeter, that, in the council aflembled 

at Chinon in Touraine on occafion of Bcd^et's 

declared refolation to excommunicate Hentry, 

the offended monarch broke out, before the 

whole aflembly, inrto paflionat^ icomplaints 

again ft that prelate, even to the -ihedding of 

tears; and concluded by faying, that ibey 'wene 

all traitors^ who did not diligently endmvour 

ta delmer and free him from the hofiile attacks 

of this one man : for whidi expreffion he^ws^: 

then reproved with fome warmth by the arch*- 

bifliop of Rouen. 

Now thefe words., Which his paffion drowr 
fo ; openly from him, and which remained 
Without effedt, were of much the iame pia-t-: 
port, and fwce as thofe, whfch afterwards 
caiifed the aflaffination of -Becket: but when 
princes intend to order nrarders, they take more 
private methods, and carefuUy hide the defign^ 
except from thofe to whdfe hands the ex^utioir 
is intrufted, or who gave the advice. It ieen^ 
therefore but juftice to impute to Henry na 
guilt in what was done, againft rB«cket beyond 
that intemperance in ^xprcffiqg hi& anger which 
he owned ^nd lamented. But how then fliall 
we account for, his fuffeting the aifefiins to 
remain unpuuifhed ? Some;raodem writers fup- 

pofc 
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pqfe that this fprbeafance was owing to h^s^ear^OOK iv. 
ctf infringing the privileges of the church,^]^]^ /y^^ 
which, though incapable of infliftiilg any cor- 
poral penalties, claimed to itfelf the fole ppwei* 
of punifliing its own members. And this i,n-«- 
deed was the reafon, why the pope did not- 
make the putting to death thcx four knights, 
and all their accomplices, the firft condition df 
giving abfoluticn to Henry. But any right 
m the church to fuch an exclufive jurifdiftion 
h^d never yet heen acj^nowledged by that mo- 
»arqh hjmfelf, who, on the contrary, Jbad 
USiaintained, with infuperahle firmnefs, his pjyn 
inj^rent prerogative to punifli pll oSences cojnrv- 
initted in his realm ; but more efpecially .piur* 
ders. The departing from that principle ia 
this ^aijticular itiftance might naturally pro- 
dyce :uqtoward fufpicipns : whereas, certainly, 
his exerting jthe juftice of the crown upoti fuch 
an qcc^i^pn would not have been deemed, by 
the clergy or the pope, an irremiffible fin. 
The trq^ of this .matter appears to be very 
well ftated by WiiJiam o( Newbury, who ^^^cwbrigeii- 
jived an^ wrote in thofe times. He fays ^' ^^at^An^tu^, 
^^ Henry was the more inconfoleably <iffii5ied^\,\u^.^u 
^* becaufebe %vasfenjible that whether he /pared 
^* thofe rhomicide^y or did not Jpare theniy the 
^ minds of men would be inclined to think ill 
^< ofkim. JPor^ if hegrarited impunity to fuch 
<« lieinous criminals j it would be imagined he had 
^ given encguragemefit and authority to the crime: 
<* but^ if be punijhed that in them which it wax 
J^PP^S^4 tb^y had not under fakm 'without or^ 
K a *** den 
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BOOK IV. « ^ers from hinij he would be Jpoken of ai 
^^J^PJTtIT ^' gf^ilty of a double wickednefs. Wherefore be 
*' thought it beji to [pare them^ and out of re- 
^' gard to his ownfamey as well as their fafety^ 
•* delivered them over to the apctjiolical fee, 
^^ that they might undergo a folemn penance.^'' 

The fame. writer adds, ** that, being ft^ng 
^ with remorfe, they willingly went to Rome, 
^ and were fent by the pope from thence to 
<^' Jerufalem, where, after they had, for fomc 
** years, performed not remifsly the penance 
*' injoined them, they all ended their lives.** 
But in this account of their death he certainly 
was miftaken: for it appears by records, that 
Hugh de Morville was alive in the fecond year 
of King John \ though their having all perifhed 
within lefs than three years after their crime 
was committed is mentioned as an extraordi- 
nary judgement of God, and a divine attef- 
tation of the fandlity of Becket, l>y fome 
of the writers of his life. 

A little before the abfolution of Henry^ his 
eldeft fon and Margaret, his daughter- in-law> 
had gone over into England, and were crowned 
together, at Winchefter, by the archbifliop of 
Rouen, afiifted by the bifhops of Evereux and 
Worcefter. The employing in this miniftry 
a foreign primate was a new and extraordi- 
nary aft. During the vacancy of the fee df 
Canterbury it naturally belonged to the arch- 
bifhop of York, or the bifhop of London : 
but the king of France infifting, that neither 
thofe prelates, nor the bifliop , of Salifbury, 
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OF King HENRY IL ^33 

^ould have any part in it, on account of the^QQ^ ^^J 
enmity which he knew had fubfitted between AJDTTiTir 
them and Becket, this expedient was advifed, 
ov approved of, by the legates. A better would 
have been, to have filled the fee of Canterbury 
before this coronation : but Henry, with good 
reafon, deferred the eleftion of a fucceflbr to - 
Becket, till he ffaould be abfolved by the papai 
authority, for fear that, while he was nego- 
tiating with Rome, new difturbances might 
arife from another primate, in England, atr 
tached to the perfon and principles of the 
former : and Louis, who had thought the not 
crowning his daughter together with her huff- 
band, in the year eleven hundred and feventy, 
an affiront and indignity, for which he ought 
to demand the moft fpeedy reparation, would 
<5ndure no delay. There does not appear to 
have been any real neceflity for repeating the 
OMTonation of the young king ; but the doubts 
raifed by Becket, whether, during his life- 
time, the performing of that ceremony by any 
other bifhop did not make it null and void, 
may have c^ufed this repetition, which was 
not difagrcjeable to the ufage of that age. As 
ibon as it was over, this prince returned to 
Caes, where he was prefent at his father's ab- 
folution by the legates ; and then, no urgent 
jbuiinefs requiring bis longer ftay abroad, he 
went back into England, about the end of 
September in the year eleven hundred and le-? 
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BoaK|fv. Not long afterwards meafures were takctt 
^TdTVitT^^" ^^^^ kingdom for the deftiilg of a htw 
Gervafe, up archbifliop of Canterbury, "the prior and 
^P^' monks of the convent of Chriftchurth in Can- 

terbury demanded a free efeSiion^ by which 
.they meant to exclude the biOiops of the prd* 
\'ince from any (hare with them in it, aha th^ 
king frorri recommending. As th5s could not 
be granted, the young H^nry arid his mini* 
fters, when they had labouf-ed in vain to over- 
come their obftinacy, ferit Odd the prior with 
fome of his monks into Nortniandy, to King 
Henry the fathet, who did hi^ utmoft to gain 
the votes of the convent, through the prior's 
mediation, for the bifliop of Bayeux, a man 
pf a gentle and traftable difpbfition i but Odo 
was defirous that another Bj^cket (hoiild be 
choferi ; and though Hcnr}^, for the fake of 
an objcft fo iniportant to the quiet of his realm, 
ftooped even to fupplicatidns which did not 
well become the rriajefty of the croWtt, it wag 
pll to no pur|)ofe. The coridefcenfion of th?? 
king ferved only to encreafe the haughtirtrfs of 
the monk, who returned to England refoK^ed 
to perfevere in oppoiSrig the eledlion of the pre- 
late recommended by that prince. Nothing 
tlierefore was done for feveraj months in th^ 
bufiheft. 

But in all other points the affaifs of Hetl^jr 
ftow wore a moft flattering afpeft. Hi^ re- 
conciliation with Rome, his near alliance Uitli 
Louis, his fublidiary treaties with the ea^ls ^f 
Boulogne and of Flarlders, his confederacy with 
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tbe emperor and with the very potent duke pf BOOK iv. 
Saxony and Bavaria, who had married his ajdTiTtz^ 
daughter, feemed to promife him a fecure and 
lafting tranquillity in all his foreign domi- 
nions. The commotions in Wales vs^ere ap- 
pe^fed. The king of Scotland, unaided by 
the arms of France, couid not hope to fuc- 
ceed in a war againft England, which king- 
dom, in all appearance, was more free from 
any caufes of internal diforders than it had 
been fince the firft coming in of the Normans. 
The adminiftration of government was mild 
andjuft; the title to the crown undifputed. 
Nothing had happened to leflen the honour 
and dignity of the Englifh name in any part 
of the world. The Englifli empire was en- 
creafed, without any lols of blood, and with 
little expence of treafure, by the acquifition of 
Ireland, the moft beneficial to England that 
could be made. But while Henry was think- 
ing how to perfeft this atchievement, which 
be had not wholly finiflied, and extending his 
cares to many other great objefts for the good 
of his family, or the happinefs of his people, 
with equal affeftion to both, his peace was 
difturbed by an unfufpefted, unnatural, and 
impious confplracy, of his family itfelf, with 
many peers of hi^ realm, and foreign powers, 
agftittft him ; a confpiracy, which burft forth 
at once, like the fudden eruption of a vulcano, 
^d fiiook all his dominions to the very foun- 
datiQns^ 
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pQOK IV, The firft contriver of this treafon was Elea^ 
^•D. ii72i "P^> his queen, incited to it by rage ^t finding 
herfelf neglefted, and other women preferrc4 
to her, by a hu (band (lie had loved, William 
U iii. c. 2$. of Newbury fays, that, when fhe ceafed tp 
"breed child|-en, the king forfook her bed. Love 
and pride had b^eri always her predominant 
paffions, and both were offended by this infi- 
delity, which haying changed her top violei\t 
and ill-requited fondnefs into a rancorous ha» 
tred, (he fopght revenge by J:he moft nefari- 
ous means. For, while Ijer hulband was in 
Ireland, (he infufed into the rnind of their 
Diccto Imng. eldeft fon, Henry, by the help of Radulph de 
fi7^i^'^'"":Faie, her uncle, and Hugh de' Saintemaure, 
who had worked themfelves into the favour 
. of that prince, fuggeftions of the incongruity 
of his being a king, and not exercifing the 
power which belonged to that office without 
controul. His own temper inclining him to 
entertain fuch ideas, he was eafily brought to 
think, that his father, by having placed the 
crown on his head, had taken it off from his 
own. When Eleanor found that this notion, 
frequently inculcated and confirmed by her 
agents about him, as wel} as by herfelf, 
had prepared him to rebell whenever (he 
. could fee a fit opportunity and fufficient 
ftrength to fupport him, (h6 proceeded to cotn^^ 
bine many perfons of great power in a con- 
federacy with him, but by what methods, <ir 
at what particular times, we are not well in- 
formed . It only appears, that ia the courfe 
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pf the year eleven hundred and feventy-two BOOK iv. 
Adam de Port, being arraigned of traiteroufly a-d/h?!. 
fonfpiring the death of the king, fled out of Bcncdia. 
|he realm befiDre a trial, and was outlawed : HovedeL ^^' 
but we do not find that the king had any in- 
formation of the extent of the plot ; no other 
perfon being charged, nor any of thofe mear 
fures taken, which muft naturally have re- 
fulted from the lead intelligence given of the 
jaature of thofe intrigues, with which there 
IS too much caufe to believe this execrable de- 
^gn was connefted. The king of France is, 
by fome contemporary hjftorians, faid to have 
been pne of the fir ft who advifed and promo- 
ted the forming of a league, in which were 
engaged the two earls of Flanders and Bou- 
logne, for the dethroning of Henry, and giving 
the young king, his eldeft fon, the fole govern- 
ment of the kingdom. It feems, they de- 
pended on Henry's beipg detained a longer 
time in Ireland. For, when Louis heard of 
his arrival at Barfleur, he exclaimed, tAat this Diceto Imag. 
prince y now in Ireland^ now in England, and ^^^* ^^ ^^"' 
now in Normandy ^ muft be rather fuppofed to^ * 
jfy^ than ride y or fail 1 Words which lead one 
to think, that he by whom they were Ipoken 
was not only furprized, but difappointed and 
vext, at the great Ijafte made by Henry, which 
difconcerted the fchemes his enemies had con- 
trived to annoy him in Jii^ abfence. 

About the feaft of All Saints in the year 

eleven hundred and feventy-two, the young 

king and his queen were ordered by his fathpr 
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toCK ti". t6 c6me over into Normandy, which command 
^^J^^^^^TtIT^ 0^ *^ ^^^^) ^^ ^^^7 tfnwiirmgly obeyed. Ff this 
Bcncdia. ithi6feaiice was not fdgn^d, it may either have 
^^^ arifcn frcymi his wifhing to begin the rebellion 
irt England without any longer delay, or from 
apprehe^fions that his father, having dtfcovercd 
his treafob, might intend to arreft him: bnt 
fo little did Henry fufpeft the machinations 
betweeri Louis and him, that the principal 
caiife of fending for him and his confort W2fe 
that monarch's defire to fee them at Pari^. 
They went thither, and after a (hort ftay with 
him there, during whidi the whole plan 6f the 
Rebellion was fettled,- they returned into Nor- 
V. Authores fnandy ; which Ibme authors fuppofe they ^f^ctt 
p^^°^ 'eonftraiiied to do by a peremptory order frorli 
Henry, becaufe he feared (as they fay) the 
fraud and malice of Louis : but more proba- 
bly their departure was owing to other reafons, 
and fuch as (atisfied Louis that they might go 
back without danger : for otherwise he would 
not have permitted them to leav^c him. Nor 
did Henry put his fon utider any reftraint when 
he had him again in his power, but left him 
behitid in Nbt-mandy with his wife, and went 
himlelf to keep his Chtiftmas in Anjou. Be- 
fore they feparated, that prince, purfuant to a 
counfel given to him by Louis, demanded of 
his father to be put in preferit pofleffion of 
Normandy, Anjou, or England: which be- 
ing refufed, he faid nothing, but determined 
to execute his treafonable defigns, of which this 
demand was a prelude ; being certainly rather 

made^ 
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tiiade, that he might plead the dettialtojtlftf|rS0OK It^- 
his revolt* than with iny hope to obt^ it. A.^Jujii* 

After Chriftfnas Henry ferit for his foh to * 
toThe tb him at Chinoil ift ArtjdUj from 
whence they went together, in Cdmpaiiy with Dlceto Imag. 
Queen Eleanbr, into Auvergne, where i^^^^^^^' 
bad appointed a meeting With the earl of Savoy Bei^dicL 
nnd Morieniie, in order to conclude a treaty ^^* . 
of marriage between his yourigeft fon Johft, ^7n7V 
who had hardly yet completed the feventh 
year of his age, and the earl's eldeft daughter. 
As it never took effcft, it will be enough to 
fay here, that, in cafe the earFs death with- 
out a fon by the lady to whom he was mar- 
ried, it would haVe given to John all that prince's 
dominions, arid a large fliare of them even if 
he ftiould have a fon^ which contingency was 
thought very Unlikely to happen. It proceeded 
fo far, that the princefs was delivered to King 
Henry the father, to be kept in his cuftody, 
?uld under his tuition, till a confummation of 
the marriage at a proper age of the parties. 
But, in a fubfequent conference with the earl 
at Limoges, Henry mentioning the three caftles 
tof Mhrebeaii* Chirioli, and Loiidun, (which 
^fter the death ^ his brother, Prince GeofFry 
i^aritagenet, had all been repaired) as an in- 
iieritahce he intended to leave to John by his 
laft will, the young king, who was prefent, 
^Mtlliacioufly refufed to give his coiient to 
Jpfir bequefti though the benefits likely to ac- 
ii^itt^liis family from fuch an alliarice Would 
^fltt juftified a much greater. Hereupon, and 

.'>^^^:^'' ik 
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book: nr. Jh cdnfeqUenCe of fome intelligence given by 
"tnT^XTZT th? carl of Touloufe, who had now made ft 
^•'^- ""• firm agreement with Henry, on terms i fliall 
mention more particularly hereafter, that mo- 
narch removed from the family of his fon a 
Chron. Vaf- youDg lord named Afculfe de St. Hilaire, and 
Bj^cn ifc others of his houfehold, whofe evil counfels 
Monte. he thought had inftigated their mailer to this 
?^^^^ undutlful conduft ; and placed about him new 
Icrvants, on whofe loyalty and approved af- 
feftion to himfelf he more confidently relied. 
But the root of the mifchief lay deeper, and 
the extent of it reached further, than he yet 
knew, or fufpefted. For, ibon afterwards, 
while he and his fon were returning from 
^5?f^^* J^imopres into Normandy, that prince left him 

Abbas, p. 47. ^ ^,0 1 • 1 1 1 1 r t 1 i« 

Pet.Biercnr. at Cbmon, and with all the ipeed he could 
^P^^ make rode before him to Alen9on; from 

whence, as if his intention had been to go tp 
Caen, he proceeded to Argenton, and taking 
there a Qiort reft went out of that town about 
day-break, and haftened toChartres, where the 
French court then refided. His father, who hajfi 
followed him asfarasAlcn5on, lay there the £am^ 
night on which which he lay at Argenton : but 
being informed the ne:?:t day cf the road he ha4 
taken, inftead of continuing his journey to Caen 
or Ro ; caftles on the ffon^ 

tier of 1 them to be fpecdily 

repairs 1 whatfoever was ne- 

ceflarj but more efpeciattjr 

•(jifoTi lened and fupplied to 

the utmua pi nis ppwer. He then viewed aft 
j^is caftles in the dutghy of Normandy with 

the 
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the fame prudent care, and fent letters to the BOOK nr. 
governors of his feveral fortrefles, in Aqtit- a. D/nyj, 
taine, in Anjou, in Bretagne, and in England, 
commanding them to fortify and guard well 
the places committed to their keeping. For he 
now apprehended the extent of that danger, to^ 
which hitherto he had been unaccountably 
blind. Soon after the event which Impelled 
him to take thefe neceflary precautions, Richard 
Barre, whom, in recompence for many faith- 
ful fervices, he had, not long before, made 
chancellor to his fon, d'^livered up the greats 
feal : nor was lefs integrity found in the officers 
he had placed in the houfehold of his fon, who 
all returned to him, and brought with them 
the whole baggage belonging to thfeir maffter. 
But he fent them back to that jwrlnce with 
his arms and accoutrements, and with filver 
plate for his ufe, and horfes and garments. 
Whether he did this in hopes that £0 genet-ous 
a proceeding might touch his heart> or with 
an intention to Keep thefe men about him as- 
fpies, or for both thefe re^fons conjointly, may 
be matter of doubt : btit they were riot per- 
mitted to continue in his fervice, unlefs they^ 
would take an oath of fealty to him, without 
any referve of that higher allegiance they 
owed to his father ; which all df them did, 
except three, whom he therefore difTmiflbd,^ 
Many noblemen of Normandy, Aquitaine, and ^^?f^*^' 
Bretagne,' had fled with him to Chartres, and 
many more followed foon ; his flight having 
been evidently the effed of a fettled and pre- 
i - concerted 
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SOOK W' Qonceited febeme. But , the 4iiBculty He Ibuni 
A. D.I 173/^°* efcape frg-iji his father oblige4 tiim to leave 
' his queen .behind ; which furely he j^d ^i^t 
mean to do, wbea firft he % me4 that ^t;%n 5 
aqd this eirCumft^ce .niuft have been a gre^ 
mortific^ion, both to him and to Lopis, 
While he was in Awvprgne, and at I^mqges, 
he bad frequent opportiinities of feeing 4jis 
TOtrtberj md there flie, doubtlef?, not oply 
. ^Rient^d ^nd confirmed bis bad dijfpoljtions 
againft the kiag >bis f^tl^er, but ^reed Yf'it^r 
bim to .take an open pai"t herfelf, and ajio en- 
gage bis two brothers, R,ichard and-Gooffry;,' 
who .were with ^her at this tin?e (the .elde^ of 
lutein bdo^ tbenjahoul: jfixjeen years old, ;and 
the otber \sbcx«t fifteen) to join in ship revolt. 
This refoluiiott wasfpcn difcovgred tp Mewy 
afitet ihe youpg ki^^g'^ dep^tute : ,4Qr, mkon^ 
v.P.Biefenf.^b0 ^^les fif his jfecijfjijify. Peter of -Mm^,- 
^**dfo^Ap-^ere )^ one which appears to baye ,b€^n wjit- 
pendb. tjen toiler, jabqut .this time, fropi the Sfebbi" 
fliop of ^wn, at ^er huib^d's dfifee, re- 
primaftdittg her for bavwg w^ifiiHy ifeparat^d 
harfelf fvpm him, ?»d epcpyrgg<^ ibcrobil^ca 
tp jrebel agaii^ihiBi; .ejxh^rtiftgjb^rtp rfit,uim, 
together jwilh (her fojis, and ^ffurir^ h^, if 
Ihe did, that file and rthey ^o»ld l^ i^n^ly 
9ad a^e^tionatel^ treated, tbyt tbeat^ning, if 
ihc jdid .opt, that jhe, js her ^ocei^n, WQid.d 
jKoc^ed agaiuft her m^ c<^le6^ftie3l c^fwgs: 
Tihis prelate was jipw jQi»cd with t|ie bUhop 
9f iLifieu^L in.an i^n^ib^y to .Lpviis oji this ^4«- 
<»»sibv^mciif, the fu<?uefs,«f wbifh is ^irel^^din ?i 
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lefltof ^o Henry fyom ^fe minifters tHjemiHv<es, ^<^^^ ^^ 
wbici, itogether with that' before-moiiitioned, a7d?j 175. 
the rcsadiea-iiiay fee in the Aippejta4ix tp this hofok. v. P. BiefenC 
Tfee em^affad4;)rs iell ^tl^ iki|^, *' th^t 'they g*^^^^^ 
*' ,co^ld draw from Lcn^is i)o .a«fwer to xhe pendix, 
** )faiMtetioia ^ioliveired by ihem ia his jaame, 
*' though they had taken great care lojooitke 
V it ^ 9gr€t^ble and footiiing as they could : 
^^..^taxtjth^, when tliey opened to that .prkoe 
" tiljf -f^tyrulars of tht bufinefs upon mbadi 
^* fthey weare ftnt, ^pe;?tediy inculcating >the. 
*' ben^ts^of peafie, and:i5;)jichieifspf difimtion,. 
*^,:he h^rd tjhejn ^tiendy, to the end, with- 
"iQBf flityiwteqifqpjtion, aia4, jifter fqme paitfe, 
*' :h^ftp iCWtluaQ^liqu% ito roproadi the idog, 
*' jtbeir fHiafter^ wuh .m^ny .artifices and iriaiids,* 
«?tt^r which, he/cc^mpl^med, behadoifton been 
" jQirou^nvcpted. He -^d, that /Henry Jaad 
• ' rCeeqi^ently , on vjery flight pietences, iviolated 
VHh^/^th wiiich they \^ inutually plighted 
*^j^.,43^ie jtp'^fhe otfatr, and ftwwu hiaifelf fo 
*VBnftjsa^y», :tl:^t for jthe future he would ^put 
M.^1^ c%9§dwc?. iia him. , He «dded, ,5hat, ihe- 
*S^>P';he yo^g king c^me to GharJa-es, be 
^'.fead T^^fcep riiiiTifclf a dctowniiwte refolution 
^Sto^lpke^warrpgfttnftHeniy 3 and, in^dedaring- 
♦^^ .eauljcs *fiuch induced him to adhere to 
*%tbi^tinifli>t, ihe?i»eo$ioned;H^aKy's detaining 
^Mjb^iJ^«u«g (p^enii^rQmherjhjjiband, Jhis^not 
*«i«feti|riiiiig h^x pqrtiw,. ^bis ha;i5iiaig inftigatod 
^*ci;fef ifilhjt^i^ »f 36lp(e criMw^ of Fmnce, feom. 
^*i^ HKmntgins/of Aiwergue as .&r /as ^ 
^ B^Km^» ta b:cQixse irnqxiiG^ ; to Jtheir foveceigni 
. . 3 " and 
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BOOK IV. u and having alfo, in prgudice to the Tiglits 
A. D.'iT?^. " of ^h^t crown, admitted the earl of Ton* 
^Houfe to do him liege homage, finally he 
*' fwore, that he would never again conclade 
** with Henry, either treaty, or agreementi 
*' without the confent of the fons and wife of 
*' that prince.** I 

On thefe complaints it will be necei&ry to 
make fome obfervations. With regard to the 
detaining of the young queen from her buC- 
band, it was a confequence of tiie fliglxt anc} 
rebellion of her huftiand, which he and his' 
father-in-law might well expeft : nor could 
Henry confent, while this rebellion coiriinued/ 
to put out of his power fo valtiable a pledge,* 
which might be a means of obtaining tlu^ pcate 
he wiftied. As for the reftitution ^f her por^ 
tion, namely, Gifors and the Vexm, the de- 
mand of it appears entirely groondlefs : and 
this province, with the caftle, being a necef- 
fary barrier to the dutehy of Normandy on that 
fide, the giving it up, at this time, to the 
young queen or her hufband, would have 
been opening that country to enemies and in-* 
vaders. Of the rebellion, which Henry wa!^ 
accufed of exciting, I find no intimatioit, 
in the hiftory of thofe times; nor was he ever' 
in circumftances, after his retiarn out of Ire- 
land, which could incline him to kindle sL 
war in France. < But, if the ceffion be bad 
made of the dutehy of Aquitaine to his fecond 
fon, Richard, by the treaty of Montmirail, 
was really fo compleat, as dbe acc-ount of that 

treaty 

4 



Digitized by 



Google 



mKma; HENRY IL' 145 

twaty in John of 8ali£bmf/s letters affirms it BOOK lY. 
to hav€ been, it is bai?d to fay on whit ground/^^TiTTsr 
his receiving of liege homage from tlie earl of 
Touloufe was fupported. Yelt there is rea*- 
fiwi to believe, that if Henry, in this afi, had 
been guilty of aculp^Ie irregularity, he would 
have been brought to correA it, by amicable 
methods, without a war. And moft certainly 
neither this, nor any former offence he had 
given to Louis, was fufficient to juSify that 
prince in abetting fuch an atrocious rebellioii 
of his wife and. ions againf): him, a rebellion 
which violated the firft laws of fociety and the 
highefi duties of nature. 

The two prelates cpncluded the account of'^'.Epift.Pet. 
their embafly wkh exhortiiag their maft<jr, * * to ^*^^ ' ^ ^ ^* 
*« be very careful in guarding his federal for- 
^* treses, and mott elpedally his own life : for 
" all France bad unanimoufly coiifpired his 
*^ deftru£tion, and did not think it enough to 
U lay wafte all his territories with fire and 
^^ fword, \mt plotted execrable wiske^efi againfi 
*< his pirJanV . 

Befcre this letter came to him, or ?hout theBenedlditi 
4ame time, Richard and Qeofiry were fe^it ^y^^^^^oviM 
idieir mother to Paris; and foan afterwards, ann. 117^34 
dthinking berfelf not in fafety, /he attempted, 
-difguifed in the habit of a man, to follow Gervaft, 
.them thither, biit was arretted and kept in ciofe ^^'^^^ ^^ 
jDonfinemetiit. By whom, or where flie was '^^ 
iJrized, and whether, under this fudden and 
terrible change of her fortune, her violent fpirjt 
retained all its natural fiercenefs ; or whether, 

Vol. V. L . finding 
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Booif iv.fiii<Jing berfelf ila tbe power of -her huilKind, 
^JTpTfJt^ flie fought tt> merit his pardon by Saif , ccm- 
feffions or ^ifcoveries to him, are circumftano^ 
ndt mentioned in the htfiory of ihofe Jtiines. 
Probably none but the king's moil tnuftdd 
iiriends were let into the fecrets of thk idsdc 
tranfaftion ; but it is firange, tfaat^itoep^- 
ticulars concermng l^r arrcft, which Could 
-hardly be concealed from the ' kndwledgeMof 
the publick, have mot been tranfmitted to ^us 
by fome of the many co^eroporary wrrtcrs J . 

This Fury being chaiuiod, Hmty. ibiind it 
lefs difficult to contend widiihia other tmenues : 
yet their number was do great^i^nd fomc g>f 
them were fo powerful, that si hearty not.to* 
dued with a moft extriordinary Asnmdkj 
Would have fainted and *fahk ii^ Cd de^ii:* 
J^* The Eafter feftival combg oo, touirfuih- 
Upveden. moncd a great council to meet him at Earfe, 
Brbmptoci,^; ^^d in the face of ins whole realm aflemhicd 
M*ire tookan oath, that he would ^aflift^ilto 
thfc utmoft of his poweti the youxkg.Hmty 
and his brothers againft their father, and eth- 
iiiy0&t, by force of amis, to put him in pof- 
fei^on of the kingdom of England. He like- 
wife caufed all the* nobles, who were prefcnt 
- ih that ailembly,to take aiimils: oath, having 
firft received ore from the young Jdng and his 
1]&roth€r5, that they would not depart from Jrim, 
tmt make peace with their father, unlefs hciaod 
d^ barons of his realm fliould oon&nt. to. it, 
aiKi concur therein. -^^ : i. 

This 
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,taH3asJ confederacy being thus declared and^OOK ly. 
tsmeitted, the young king received homage ^[pTuT^T 
aficom the earl of Flanders and his brother, the 
-catliof Boulogne,vwhich he m^dly purchafed 
by making a grant to the former of the whole 
county of Kent with the caftles of Dover and 
Rochefter, befid^s a clear annuity of a thou- 
£uid pounds iberling from other lands in Eng- 
land ; and to the latter of the foke of Kirketon 
in Lindfey, and the province of Mortagne in 
No^maady; Homage was alfo done to him 
by the earl of Bldis^ in return for a grant of 
tfehecaftle of Amboife with all his rights in 
Touraine,ziand for an cxtinftiop of the claim 
which he and his &ther had made to Chateau 
ileiiard, over and above an annuity of five 
Hundred: pounds in Angevin money, Thefe 
donations,^ :mi others, to many nobles of 
i^rance, which the contemporary authors fay V.AuAoici 
fcriiiey have, omitted to mention on account- of ^?J** ^^ ^ 
oth4r number, were fealed with a great fed, 
^lepfdfaiting that of England, and m^e in 
Fraioce, by an order of the French king, for 
khis purpofe. Similar bribes were qnplpyed 
to^ engage in the party of the young king of 
England many lords of that realm. Particular 
notice is taken of a grant to Hugh Bigot, and 
to his heirs for ever, of the honour of Eye 
and the royal caftle of Norwich. About the 
fame time the earl^m of Northumberland 
isiar as the Tyne was alfo granted by this 
prince to William the Lion, king of Scotland, 
jknd to his brother David that of Huntington, 
^with Cambrldgefhire annexed to it, as an aug- 
L 2 mentation 
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BoaK rv. tnentidon of thtt gift c6tofercd ijpbti HfeA ^be* 
^o/,^^^/fore b^ King Kferiry thte fatljeh One b fe^dl;^ 
more fhbcked at the impiety of t^e fotf itf (iB^ 
teritrg Into this league, thah at bis foUy JS tfttB 
yielding the keys of his rtalm to th^feiftg of 
Sccytland and tb the earl of Flancters : effeci-» 
ally js the laftter, in eonjunflion witH lifis b*tM» 
their, flie earl: of Bbulognfe, was tery potetti 
aft fea, and but fix years before, wJthbut mt^ 
juft caufe of y^2tty ha4 togettep with ihat 
princt, nfotorioufly defigned an mv^oik of 
England. The dhlf dxcufe for tMs ^ ah^ 
fefr the pirofufe alien^iorfS^df theroyaj^cfennlefeig 
hy the othdr grants abSve-tneiitidned^ ifi? ^ 
yotrth of the donor, 6n the fim|>l}ei#jr ^ whfcH 
^rici iHe paffioiis attendiiig it tlibft ^^trtfolly 
worked, to dra^sr hirh into thefe mlfdiiefs^ wh0 
dtight to hiivt btcti moft eat-efiil and vigiferit 
to lave Writ ffoiii them. Brk what aH^'iat^* 
e^ls.i^iHIt nfiitdl iggritvat^s theirs,- diid partieiH 
l^?y ftis iiiother'b\ 

S66ii after the Eafter Holy^ays^ hbfl^Hltii* 
^re ^guri, ori the plart of thfe ifeBelsi by gl-eafe 
devaft^fioiis of Hcnrfy^s demefees ih Fr^ce, td 
Wh^V irf ni^riy of thd pr6\4hee^ folyea to 
hiiri- there, biif a feint fefiftahee was ihstd^ oh 
Ifie pa^t cf bis ftiAAii i tfite ap^ehenfion of hh 
fulh, ind of tlieif teihg ex^olfed to the VeH- 
gekrice off his fons fbf their sdherttc't to hiftl^ 
fo irititaidating mai^y,- as to I'endcr theih ^k- 
wafrd 2ind uhadive in his c^ufe; fevery btoiii? 
noW Brought hifn a there ^khiiing aetoimt elf 
feme new defeftion- fioitt tihi; aad he expe^ 

f kneed 
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J225 ^-^^Wfini^thofc caftles and other fortified pfeM;^ 
A.D. 1173. where the fidelity of the garrifons or inha^-^ 
tants was moft doubtful, and kept the^fi^ 
about him, to orpofc them td bis cne?^??? 
wherefoever they fhould attack him. '^'TOll^ 
did the money he had prudently laid il^m 
his treafury , when it feemed to' all the worttf 
he had nothing to fear, procure him fafety'Jril 
the hour of his greatefl: diftrefs : for many of 
V, Authores his vafTals, who before were wavering and un- 
d^oeutfu. certain, feeing him ftrengtheiiec^' by fo great 
and fo formidable a body of veteran^trbops, ad^ 
hered to him with more courage ; and (bmc 
who had intended to go over to the rebel! 
were deterred from the execution of that de* 
fign: fo that he foon was enabled to join other 
forces to thefe mercenary bands, and fuch as 
he could employ with lefs reluftance. Nor 
yet did he negleft to endeavour to fupport the 
juftice of his caufe by the aid of fpiritual wea- 
pons. Children in arms againft their father 
and their fovcrei^, to tear his crown frop* 
his head before his death, out of impatience t6 
rule, when the eldefl of them had fcarce at- 
tained to manhood, were, together with iVi 
the advifers and accomplices of their revolt, th^ 
fitteft objeds of ecclefiaf^ical cenfures, tb^ 
Rome could poffibly find in the whole eilfefet 
of thofe countries over which (he had ftretch^H 
her fpiritual jurifdiftion. Henry therefore ap- 
plied, with peculiar earneftnefs, to th^ fee,' 0r 
a general fentence of excommunication iagaiflft 
bis threie rebellious fons, and^l their adheifftt^. 

5 i« 
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Itt- writiijg^ to Alexaoder pD Ais^impv^nt fub^ J8.9P^^^^^ 
f^f JtK naade /irfe , pf the pen pf Kis 14rnedA,^^^^ 
fecfctary, the celebraft^ P^ter pf Blois^ whbfeV.F.BicfenC 
cwdit with that pontiff; ^d fOl the c6liege^^:o^ 
omc^toIs, Jbe knew to be^gj^^ The wording 
of tli^ letter was probably ti:ufte4 to hinu and 
not fuffidently attended to by the king In that 
hurry of buiwefs. He drew it with much zeal 
for the caufe of his mafter, but with fome ex- 
preffions of a dangerous tendency to the dig- 
aity and independence of his crown : for he 
iQade him fpeak as if he held his kingdom in a 
feudal fubjedion to the pope. Henry certainly 
acknowledged nofuch fubjeftion before or after 
this time; nor is it credible that he meant to 
fubmit to it now, or authorize fuch a notion. 
But, that the pope was fupreme lord of aU 
Catholic kingdoms, and that all kings were 
his vaffals, was aflerted, in that age, by many 
of the clergy, and more efpecially by the 
monks. Peter of Blois therefore wrote accord- 
ing to his own principles of religion^ and go- 
vernment, or accommodated his ftyle to the 
wiflies.and pretenfions of the court of Rome; 
and it may reafonably be fuppofed that the 
letter was fent without being fhewn to the 
Icing. It does not appear that Alexander 
-grounded upon it any demand of homage or 
jfcalty from that prince, or ever confidered it 
19 any other light than as a compliment paid 
,tO him by the courtefy of the fecretary. On 
^^hich no ftrefs could be laid. But he found 
hi|»fejf perplexed in what manner to »ct. For, 
.> L 4 the 
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BOOK iv.tht king of Frgttce being joined \vkh Httuy V 
^ Ions in this warr and thfe principal fomen^^r 

of their rebellion^ whatscwr ceirfures were fol'^^^ 
liiinated agVmil the rebels, aud agoin&ihsifr 
notorioiis adhereats, r^tift neceflTarily (^^qi;^. 
that mpftarch,. the^noft devoted friend to thp 
perfon of the fope^ and the moft obfeqoioms 
iervant of the pcwtificflte. On the athcr bai^. 
there was foii^ietlMHg fo \^iary odious and (bock- 
ing in this unnatural and unprovoked cevolt;, 
fuch a complication of ii^piety, treafon, aja^ 
ingratitude, that Alcxafnder was fe^fibk b^ 
ihouid bring a great fcandal upon himfelf €a4 
his fee, if he did noi ufe that authori-ty Avbid^ 
lie claimed as inherent in tte fucceffors of SiU? : 
Peter, to endeavotH* to fupprefs it, at tbe J«- 
queft of a king to whom he had peribnally 
the higheft obligations^ whkh w^re known to 
all Europe. In this dikiMiia be chofe rather 
to aci as a mediator between the two parties^ 
than offenfively agalnft either; but fo to me*- 
diate, as warmly to interpofe bis good offices 
in fivour*of Henry, and labour to procure an 
honourable :peace for that king. His legates 
therefore en^ployed their utmoil endeavours to 
e>Ktinguiih the Ijame that was ready to break 
out; while Henry lay at Reueti, pbferviiig 
the motiohs of the coi^fcderate princes, attd 
coUeding, not only from 1ms territories ii| 
Franco, but from England atid Ife4and, ^I 
the troops he could venture to ^v^w otrt -of 
ftho-fe ifl^iKl;?, which, joined totheCTerceftiUft^' 
fee had Ij^red befort:, -compofed ium aft MiSpf 
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BOOK iV^ laM him under a violent fufpicibn <tf perfidy tifi 

A*D.Vi73. ™^ Ibfs of this place, though he threw tl^ 

blame of it on the treachery of thegarrifont? 

who forced feim (as he faid) to this very dif^ 

honourable capitulation. From Aumale th^ 

two brothers, much cl^ed with fo profperow 

a beginnings of the war, went to befiege Neu* 

chatel, another royal fortrefs, which, though 

better defended, was obliged to capitulate, in 

lefs than a fortnight, by the mighty for(!e of th& 

engines wherewith it was battered. But the 

Neubrigenfis, carlof Boulogne in this fiege (as fome hifto- 

GeiCafef ^ rians of that age affirm), or (according to 

Benedict. Others) in A^t of the caftle of Driencourt^ 

u^gL which was taken by the Flemings foon after 

Neuchatcl, received a wound 4n the^^knee, bjr 

an arrow from a crofs-bow, ind (^^d witfem 

a few days. The earl of Flanders hereuponi 

retired out of Normandy, accufing himfeli^ 

with loud and repeated lamentations, of having 

merited and drawn down this judgemeilt of 

God on his brother and himfelf, by-making 

war againft a pripce, bis near kinfman, wl^ 

had conferred on him many benefits, and nev^ 

done him any wrong, to fuppoit the quarrel 

of a moft unnatural fon, - ^ 

Thefe reproaches of his confcience, awal^nfed 

by calamity, were indeed too well founded'. 

Kor had his brother lefs caufe for penitence on 

his death-bed ; he alfo having been particula^y 

bound to the fervice of that king whom he hw 

confpired to dethrone, not only fc^ tlie .fpleaMi 

oaths ^f fealty, hvJL by fevours mceiv^i^-and 

ftipen^ 
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iiMpttMs paid tiii the tiirte bf his taking part in book iv: 
tiff* treafon. Wtffl therefore might he think ^;^7;7^ 
the lofe of his life, in the outfet of this war, a 
jifr pWttifliment of his guilt; and well might 
*4> earl ci ' Flandars, who liad drawn him into 
k^^ .treritlble himfelf at the thought of the v^n- 
ge»ice of God impending over his own head. - 

About the time that the Flemings were be-Bcnedia. 
lldging Neuchateli the king of France had fet hSS^. 
down before ¥erneoil, which confifted of three 
bUrghs, each inclofed with ftrong walls, and with 
a'dia?h full of! watep, befides a caftle, or tower» 
ct^A^^^andiiig the Whole town. Louis made his 
ttSiW «tack oh that calkd tJbe great burgh ^ which 
Was very full of people 5 and, though the garrifon 
fe^vely refifted and repelkd the aflaults of his 
tro<^, yet at the fend of a month, provifions 
^dwing very fcanty, the burghers were per- 
jtlttted taccmclude an agreement, that this part 
bf the town fhould be yielded to that king 
^* the ninth day of Auguft, if they were not 
ftlccoured before. The time granted was fhort, 
bfeing no mdre than three days ; during which 
they enjoyed the benefit of a truce, with per- 
miffion to adv^tife King Henry, their mafter^ 
Srf^'the extremity to which they were reduced. 
iHidt prince, from an apprehenflon of dividing Dlcctolmag. 
%is f6rces, had remained, during the greateft^** 
j^iWr of the fummer, in a fiate of inaftion at 
^dueh^^^^flfefting to feem much at eafe, hunt*- 
^A^bftetier than ufual, and Shewing to all who 
*^I>t)roached him a countenance ferene and chear- 
'*^' ^ ful, 
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jooK nr.fti], ae ta a time lof feft^ed^ peftce ; i^»y'**»ir 
^ J) J ^^^/ artifice lie kept vf ^t^ fpSrite of A»s Iriertfti 

Abbas! betngidead^ifflitheicarl cf F^aoflers ha vinglfeftf ef 
Hoveden. fo^e vwtthdrawn kk own forces^ as 5¥cftl*^ thafe 
Bromptom ^^ Bomtogne, fOut ofidae Nanwao iqcnbiottsj 
Henry found himfelf ftrong enough to attack the 
F«nchiirmy:belQP€ i^enicuil. Witih this iiitent 
fee Idt Roweji iit the iieed lof tfen<tihi>qfMid,Qf his 
mercenaiy forces., and ^f laibody ef I^«maii5 
CKpacienced in ;W9rs againft tthe flRreneh bj^ 
dwellingK)n the matches. Tthe earls of Arwi- 
dd and £ifex, the /eacl of * VQtttiome, iUqhwd 
dc IHqtnet, Henry's conftable in :<be .^u^y 
of I^ormandy, ^ad jfonieto^b^r .barons -af that 
country, comnianded under ihim- fQnttheifijstfe 
day (Of Augwft he aurkedxit^GanaheB., ^ a .fttrong 
pcrft, ^where .be encamped 'for ^tw^ days, rth^ 
fom'e ftroops he expe^t^d :to join tWhi ^be*e 
might come up, which they did{ on jthe tfe^i^oith^* 
iJeretbe learned fromrthe tJeputfies ifontiout >c^ 
V^neuil the convention they :had<made ; Mod 
on this notice advanced, :thedFdllowmg day, jtfr* 
JBreteuil, where he .drew inp his aijnvy hi wder 
of battle, f being now ^within two fcagiies <^' 
tbeenemy 's camp. Whtfn (tbe»fttft ^mt^Ugci*^ 
m&s Ibijoi^bt )to Louis firgip Goncb^, of^fti^ 
wrivaltatSiatt place, and ©f ibis.pwppfe tp tfitr 
tempt rthe irdief of ^Verneuil, -that nmna^ «90cU 
it» rttoopsercceived the news with riiiicxjie, fCfiti 
|J^^^^^g^'<only (fe^rs aifgood contenjporary autfaor)^iHMt> 
' ' the .arrogance .and :ptefim)ption ;nRti»ral:tP:tiie 
JErtnch, but becaufe in numbers and all the 

ccjuipmeft^ 
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*|t%rti«lt -of m army ttey femncdl fiiperioF* ROOK iv. 
€)k ¥w tscsMt apppoadi, Louis font a biikcf^ aTdITit^ 
tatt^^ia^hhotr tu demsnd of him fiovmaHy, in 
f^ i«^ttU>df tWit mafter, virhethcr he came to 
gix^^mle^ lib was met by th^fo envoys^ m 
h|S^ ma^h £roi» Breteittl, ivHue furlongs fae-^ 
U>& the body of hia army, ^at tb« hcatd of 
fill tfd^iEfticed pafty^ add compkatly armed at 
atl points. When they had deKrercd tbeit 
itftMi^& iit ptft cm a ftera looky and with a 
t^fl^ voice bade: them go md toll their king» 
lte> was haiknii% to fi^t huti^ The report 
th^ fflade ftfuck^ a terror into the hearts of the 
E^erteh. Bewy'i foldien^^ on the contrary, Benedi»a. 
W0i^ v&ty «jger to fight^ which alacrity was HovSen. 
fttt^titeiiy itigamed in the Normans, by aBrompton^ 
fiti^Airy hcrangile, addrefk tothofe of that na^ 
f ian by the ej^l of Arundel, the bcft oratot 
mioitg the oobleife t)f thc^ days, wherein he 
f<l ibrth the gwat examples ctf vabury giveil 
to tl^elil by fhieii? iiocrntrymoi hr fortoer times^ 
mid- the^ flflfgrairf ii^uftice and perfidy of the 
F^Mhy \^^ tUcftid and fupported fuch atl 
!<M^^|l^t«beltiofr of fons againft thetr father* 
1^^ %eeeh was( received with martial acela«o 
W^dfesv which fpread from the Normans to 
irti the^h* bands: but, while they were ad*- 
Vibtlhg^ 16 attack the enemy's camp, the eati 
ttf ifeeux, the ^ati of Blois> and the ardibii- 
fiiop of Sens, came to Hftnry, and mformed 
tnttHj ^at the king of France was dcfirous of 
H^cortferenee with Wm, in oirder to treat of ft 
J^e between him and his fous^ Henry, abr 
4 horring 
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Ibc Jaafliwadf the al^ve^jnentioned convention, bookiy. 
JjteftWKwier fehiai the burgh, as they hadXTD?^!^ 
^bQlilldMusn|i&l$(eiS to do if the iiege was not 
mifid^ Wot^ ^ti day : and they, ignorant of 
jltoM»op$^^hicH oecafioned the delay of the 
^H^aadrel^ thought it neceflary to comply 
brith dila demand. When he had thus frau- 
3&knliy obtmned admiffion within their walls, 
^fitfirefe) the pltaee, and retired that even- 
ing to Jii$Qwn territories, in the ifle of France 
2Bca3d*j^i(^cent^ rlcarrying off all the burgefles, 
flsdtlx; the ihoftagea they had given him, and 
i5J§rt4»ir goods, though he had fworn not to 
.Iiotec|oc> fuffervQthers to hurt them, but to 
hsibni them ;thek hoftages on the a<aual fur- 
jfcnidt lofxhfi ^^Irbur^ to him at the ftipu- 
BitjglTtirn n u 1 ninrh f^l ^m n ^M ip^-i -^n was gua- 
mjwi^ecdr.lgrritli^ the earl 

^ J^enKij' c^ tl^^f ^aris of .Champagne and , of 
^ffl(fis}audif^rthdai:chbifliop of Sens. On what 
^^Dtfdigl^this w^ dor^e we are not told: but 
alfaao mi^ Jllv^ been fpmething, if not to 
^jbitify, ytt-Xoi p^iajte and excufe, both to 
-.Jdbwmfiy^viA an4: the worW, fo flagrant a per- 

iparMfhfift^ltljig Henry was informed, by the 
sfeHtwaiJOf #$^^0UtSf or by meffengers from the 
fjlcmiir t^ led his army to 

0b f b£ piKl v ii andt :detadied fome light horte to 
Ijtiiriiftithr Frrnrh in their retreat, as fome au- v.Authoref 
Ijl|foi|xf#dai^^W^ likewife fay that thcfe troops f^^^^ "^ 
eif^titnmy to the fwordt and took captive a "^^*' 
flglMor l»i^b«^ of high rank : but 

^3^ ^ Wiljiam 
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JOOKiy. WaJam rf Newbury draies that ^ere was 
AfcD»Ii73.^y fmrfiHt ; nor does he accufe tbe king cf 
France of any breach of fahh vx this vrh^ 
trania6tioii. Whether his fiience about the £i£ks^ 
an whkh daat chai^ was^ founded, h fofficir 
cnt to invalidate the pofitive teftiaaony .o£ three 
oMitemporary writers^ viz. the abbot rf Peters 
borongh, Hoveden, and Brompton, the reader 
will judge : but thus much is certain ; that the 
precipitate railing of thcfiege of YerncQil, and 
x^rhig out of Normandy upon Henry V ap^ 
pcoachy broQght on Louis more difgrace, than 
he would have fuffered by the ld& of a battle ^ 
and if to this igncuniny was added the perfidy 
imputed to him, one can hardly imagine a 
more ihameful commencement of an evil ntb- 
^krtaking. It feems that foon afterwards, his 
yafiab having completed their forty days fcr*- 
vicc, the whole army broke up; for be ua^ 
dertook nothing more during the courfe pf this 
year. 

Hemty, after beflowing cm his mercenary 
troops, whofe love of plunder he well knew, 
id! the booty kft behind ifU the enemy's camp, 
' which confided of large ftores of wine an^ 
viftyals, and after giving d«e praifc to. the 
^arrzfen of Verneuil, Ibr* the gallant dcfenoe 
ithey had made, retisnied from thence to Romn, 
iuot thinking iit proper to a& ofienfively agakift 
hb titq^ lord, the king of France, widi^ his 
€f?m domain, or for other r^aions not eo^kuntd 
by the writers of thofe times. On bii way hie 
look Damville, a caitle belon^ng to 4>lie of 

his 
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W^ rebel barqiw, anim it qiany knights. From BOOK iv. 
j^^opea he fent his. Brabanters Xwhich name is^,D.^i7j. 
given by. all the . hiftorians of that age to his 
mercenary tropps, becaufe diey came from 
Brabant) into .^ part' of Bretagne/ wbcre the 
jejwrl of Che.ftejr> in conjjunftipn with the baron 
4eiroug^res, Jia4 tak ' ^ ' a frontier town 
oh the borders of No and fome other 

fortified places, more uy ircachery than by 
'^ ^Cv On the twentieth of Aiigull thefe troops 
jg^t a4jattle with the rebels, whom, notwith- 
^iii^gja great fuperiority of numbers, they 
entirely 'iiefeated. Fifteen hundred Bretons 
wppe killed, and many t^ken prifoners, in the 
ifig^ and purfiiii Among the captives was 

tiUf de St, Hilaire. The eart of Chefter and 
harpn depowere^ retired, with many nobles 
<j5tbeir party rf and. the remainder of their forces, 
ip the caAle of Dol, which was prcfcntly in- 
. vcfted by the yiftprious Brabantefs, who lent 
Notice to Henry of their having thus fliut theOi 
fip. . That monarch, full of joy at this good 
.news, immediately, fet out from Rouen, and ^«^^"genfi$, 
Jy travelling all the uight, without giving B^ncSdt?' 
mimfelftime to eat or fleep, arrived at Dol the Abbas. 
«cxtday. As icon as his engines were ready ^^^t"' 
-- '*-iittermg the caftle, which ms prelence 
|haftened, the befieged, who defpaired 
_ aible to defend It againft the violence 
fejy^ ,and fuffcred extremely by being 
*9i together in too narrow a Ipace (which 
-circuEbftance would havd foon deftroyed them 
h6 ^roL.y.^ M by 
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BOOK iv. pefienccd kmg, impelled him to this treafon, 
A.D. u7j. o^^ l^th thefe motives together, he afted in 
Ffance as a chief incendiary of the war againft 
his fovcreign : on the difcovery of which, by 
his joining the rebel princes at Paris, all his 
caftles in Normandy were feized by Henry, and 
an order was fent into England to Richard de 
Lucy, and Reginald earl of Cornwall, that 
they fhould, without lofs of time, take from 
Dicett) Imig.him his chief * ft rength, the town and caftle of 
Be^^cdia. Leicefter. Thofe to whom he had entrufted 
Abbas. the cuftody of them rcfufed to give them up, 
gnd flood a liege, during which the greateft 
part 0/ the town was deftroyed by an acci-s 
dental fire. Soon afterwards, on the twenty- 
eighth of July, the townfmen capitulated, 
agreeing to fuf render the remains of the town, 
and pay to the lung a fine of three hundred 
marks, on condition of being permitted to re- 
tire, with all their effefts, into fome of the 
royal demefnes, and ifefide therein till the 
troubles in the realm fhould be ended, with 
full liberty to return, or relnain in their new 
fettlement, dfter that terih, A truce alfo was 
granted to the garrifon in the caftle till the feift 
of St.* Michael ; which conceffions were owing 
to advices received by Richard de Lucy at this 
Diceto. timfe, thit the king of Scotland, at thehe^dof 
Abbwl ' ^ numerous army, had made a fudden irruption 
Hovcdcn. into Cumberland, and after horrible devafta- 
Neubngfenfi^^j^j^^ of all the Open country, was befieging 
Carlifle. To oppofe 'this invafion, the jufti- 
ciary marched northwards, with the main body 

of 
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of the royal forces, having, before his depar-BOOK iy* 

ture, demoliflied the walls and fortifications of •^TDTnTiT' 
Leicefter, fo as to make it defencelefs. The 
earl of Cornwall flayed behind, with a jftrength 
fufficient to awe the earl of Leicefter's vaflals, 
who had knights fees in that county ; and 
Richard de Lucy was joined, in his march to 
Carlifle, by Humphrey de Bohun, lord high 
conftable of England, at the head of other 
troops raifed by him in the north. While 
they were haftening to fuccotir their coun- 
try men on the borders, the king of Scot- 
land, who found, that his forces, unacquain- 

' ted with the regular art of war, were conti- 
nually repulfed in all their aflaults by the gar- 
rifon of Carlifle, raifed the fiege, and obtain- 
ing from the bifliop of Durham, who fecretly 
favoured the plot, a fafe paflage through his 
county into the northern parts of Yorkfliire/ 
layed them wafte with moft barbarous and 
iMercilefs depredations ; his army being chiefly 
compofed ol Galwegians, a fierce, uncivilized 
people, who were under no difcipline, and 
whom no fenfe of humanity or of piety could 
ircftrain from fucb afts of fevage cruelty in ^*atoi* t*^ 

; making war, that one cannot read without fupri. 
horror the accounts given of them by the 
ttriters of that age. All the enormities, which, 

1 in the reign of King Stephen, the armies of 

David, William's grandfather, confifting of 

r irregulars from riie iame country, had coftv 

knitted in the inroads they made mto England, 
vj^erenow renewed* WiUiam ought to have 

M 3 learnt. 
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Boo^ ^j leartit, from th« e: F thofe tidies, that 

A. D.I 1 73. by employing theie iroops^ whofe ragp ami 
avaric?, when \c% Ipofe, h€ could not flop, he 
drew on himfelf a reproach, lyhich the ferviccs 
(hey could dp him would by no means com- 
penfate* So confcious wa^ he indeed of thcic 
utter inabilii;y to contend with a regular and 
well-difciplined army, that, on the approacli 
of the Englifli, not daring to faoc them, he 
retired back to Scotland, but led captive 2i great 
jnultitude of %he oiifer^ble people, whofe count 
try hp had ruined. Henry's generals, in re^ 
venge qf thefe inhuman hoftilities, iet fire to 
Berwick, and ^v^ncing firom thence ravage4 
Lothian, fpr ibme tii^e, without the lea^ rp» 
B^nedia fiftance. 

Abbas! * While tbefe mxliteTy operations were going 
Ho yeden. pn in Great Britain, the pope's l^a^s in-Fr^nce* 
and another Italian prelate, the ai^chbifhop of 
Tarento, endeavoured to ipediate a peace be* 
t\Veen Louis and Henry, after the defeat of 
the earl of Chpfta* and the rebels in BretagnCv 
Ibidem. Their iuterceijons prevailed to bring dbe twq 
tnonarchs to ^n interview on their borders, ^ 
which were preftnt Henry's foas and manjf 
nobfcs of both reaiips. In tlii« confcrenc? 
Henry ioS«red togivphis eyeft fon, whplvu) 
complained thpt his. revenues were not foffidU 
est to Cupport his royal 4isnity, half of thoife 
he drew himfelf from his own deipefhes in 
England, and four caftlei in.tl^at kingdom fit 
for his fon to inhabit; or, if he fhoujd chufe 
to refide in NoB|isi»dy, half of the revenues 
'r-' '" ^' ^ v^ of 
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BOOK IV. the royal power which belonged to him in ab* 
A!D?77y3^ ^9^^^^^ independency, as king of England, not 
extending to thofe, and nothing being more 
remote from his purpofes at this time than to 
deny or "difpute the fovereignty of Louis over 
all the ancient members of the French kihg- 
idom. But. his referving to himfelf, in the ter- 
ritories of Francei which he ceded to his foiis, 
^ fuperior dominion over his fons, as fub-vaf- 
fals, and the exercife gf thofe powers which 
belonged to that dominion, would have de- 
feated the main political purpofe, which Louis 
had in fomenting the revolt of thofe princes, 
namely, the breaking of that greatnefs, ariiing 
from the multitude of accumulated fiefs, which 
rendered him, and might render every future 
king of England defcended from him, a vaf- 
fal of France much too mighty for the mo- 
narchy and ftate. Louis therefore, with the 
advice of his minifters and council, declared 
to him, the next morning, when their inter- 
view was renewed, his refufal of thefe offers, 
and eafily brought' the young princes, who 
had put themfelves abfolutely under his direc- 
tion, to make the feme anfwer. At this meet- 
ing, the earl of Leicefter, who ' attended in 
Hovcdcn. th^ir train, defiring to prevent the conclufibn 
of 9 treaty to which he might be a vi^m, 
threw put many opprobrious \^brds againft 
Henry, and, in fpeaking to that prince, la^i^ 
Bcnedia. his hand on his fWord, This occafioned a great 
^^^J\P- ^7 'tumult; the conference was broke off; and, 
while Henry, much offended, returned to GU 

fors, 
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fors, fonie of his knights had a conflift with book iv. 
thofe of Louis, in which Engelram de Trie, ^757^717^ 
a caftellan of the Vexin, who about fourteen 
years befwe, in the war of Touloufe, had been 
taken by Becket, was again made a prifoner by 
William de Mandeville earl of Eflex, who 
delivered him to Henry at Gifors, as he de- 
lired to fubmit to the mercy of that king, 
whofe vaflal he was for his caftle. 

The earl of Leicefter foon afterwards wentBcncdia. 
from France into Flanders, and paffed from ^^^- ^- ^* 
thence into England, at the head of a confi- &ovedcn. 
derable body of Flemings, which, it feems, Gcrvafe, 
the earl of Flanders put under his conduft, org^Q^p^^j^ 
permitted him to raife by a commiffion from Chron. 
jLouis and from the yoUng king of England, ^^ ^"^^• 
• in purfuance of the meafures concerted with 
thole princes. He landed, on the feventeenth 
or eighteenth of Oftober, near the caftle of 
Walton, a fort belohging to Hugh Bigot, 
Earl of Norfolk and of Suffolk, at the mouth 
of the river Orwell in the county of Suffolk ; 
from whence he proceeded to the caftle of 
Framlingham in the fame county, the capital 
feat of that earl, his accomplice in rebellion, 
who received him there, with his lady, the 
countefs of Leicefter, and with all his foreign 
troops i the wide endofure of the walls con^ Camden's 
taining thirteen towers and many other builds Britannia, 
iil^s. When they had thus joined'their forces, 
the firft attempt of thofe lords was to make 
thtrafalves matters of the neighbouring town Ncubrigenfis. 

of 
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pOQK IV- of Dunwich^ whiqh in thoie times wa« con- 
^l["^^7i73rfi^^^^*'?k and full of wealth; but, the inhabi- 
t^tnts nwking a njore courageous, refiftaace than 
had hem expe^ed from then;), the two earls 
Bcncdid. raifcd the fiege* and <jontented themfclves with 
Hoveden tj>e XDOje eafy conqueft of Hageoeth caftle> 
Ncubrigenfis, which held out but four days, 
I'd. a so. I>uring tibefe operations in the county of 
Stifiblk, intelligence being fent to Richard de 
Lucy and Hmnpfarey de Bohun in Lothian of 
the earl of Leicefter's junSion with Hugh Bi- 
got, they kept the news very fecret, and of- 
fered a truce to the Septs till the feaft of St 
Hilary, which the king of Scotland, who was 
ignorant of their motive for defiring it, very* 
gladly accepted 3 and hoftages, to Tecurc tlw 
due obfervance of it, where delivered on both 
iides. The Englilh army^ thus enabled to re^ 
tire out of Scotland, returned in part to the 
counties from which they had been levied: 
T[)ut a large body of them, led by Humphrey 
de Bohun, advanced with great expedition to 
the South-Eaft, and arriving at St. Edmondt- 
bury in Suffolk, about the end of Oiftober, 
waa joined there by the earls of Cornwall, 
Arundel, and Glocefter. 
Diccto. ' Hugh Bigot, ^ter Hageneth caftlc was taken, 
havingr no other enterpriiLe to purfuc in thofc 
parts, thought it inexpedient to keep fuch 
^ numbcx of foreign troops in his caftle and 
feed them , at bis coft. Nor would his lady 
ei:uiure to be longer incommoded with iudi 
troublefome guefts, who were the more irk£bme 

to 
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BOOK iv.nitich fupcrior to theirs, was at St. EdmoncK^ 
^^^[^ bury, which lay dircftly in their road as 
they advanced towards Leicefter, they tried to 
Diceto. , avoid the neccffity of a battle by leaving that 
Sl'lS^'^'town on their left; but coming into a com- 
?r^^- mon, i^ot far diftant from ptrnham, which 
HoTcdcn. ija^ fwampcy grounds on each fide, they 
^^^ found the king's army drawn up there in 
good order, with the banner of St. EdmcHid, 
taken from the abbey, and waving in thdr 
front. Seeing therefore no means of declin- 
ing an engagement, they haftily formed their 
line, and prepared for it with a good appear- 
ance of courage. But, though their infantry 
much outnumbered the enemy, yet the cavdlr^ 
of the latter being four to one of theirs, and 
fighting on a plain, they could not ftasid the 
firft (hock. Of the foot very few efcaped alive ; 
and moft of the Flemifh horfcmen, wth the 
two chiefs above-mentioned, and the carl of 
Leicefl:er himfdf, were made prifoners of itar. 
The countefs, feeing all loft, and coming in 
M. Paris, her flight to a river, threw into it a ring, 
with a jewel of great value, which (he had pn 
her finger, to prevent Its being taken (as ' flic 
immediately was herfelf) hy thofe who pur- 
fued her. ^ 

When the news of this event, moft for- 

timate for Henry, il«ras brought to that nton- 

V. Authores arch, he commanded the prifoners of the greateft 

«tatos ut fu-rank and diftinSion to be fcnt into Normandy, 

^^ and foon afterwards led his Brabanters from 

thence into AnjoUi where fonc forti of tiie 

rebels 
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rebels were furrenddred up to him, and in one BOO K iV, 
of them many knights and gentlemen of that ArDTTiTjT 
country. About the feaft of St. Andrew he 
laid fiege to Vendome, which appears to have 
been in thofe days a fief of Touraine, and was 
held againft him for his fon by Richard de 
Lavardin, who, having married a daughter of 
the earl of Vendome, had driven his father-in- 
law out of the town, for refufing to join in this 
revolt, ^t concerned Henry's honour to rein- 
Kate that lord, as foon as poilible, in his fief; 
which he performed before Chriftmas, and then 
returned into Normandy, where he ftayed all 
the winter, havuig concluded with Louis a 
^fufpenfion of arms from the feaft of St. Hilary 
to the knd of the Eafter holidays in the year 
eleven hundred and feventy-four. The truce 
ftiade with the king of Scotland by Richard de 
Lucy -was^ arlfo prolonged Xo that term, in <Jon- 
fideration of the fum of three hundred marks, 
. which, through the mediation of the bifhop of 
Duiiiam, the gentry of NorthumberlaniJ agreed 
to pay to that princft ; a brib6 fo fmall, that 
die taking of it feems to demonfirate a great 
waftt of money in his coffers at this time. 
After the r6ut of, thcf Flemings, Henry!s forces, 
by which that yiftory was cJbtained, went in- 
to winter tjuarters ; the late fcafon not fuffer- 
ittg them to undertake the fiiegc of Framling- 
Ixiiiiii^le. . 
. ^ .But, though the fury of this war was thus 
reftrained for fome liionthsin England and in 
France, defigns were bufily formed among the 
^'?*^ qoh* 
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Lincoln being ravaged by the garrifon ofS^C)K iv. 
Kinardsferry caftle In the ifle of Axholm, a ATDTiTTir' 
ftrong fortrefs belonging to Roger de Mow- 
bray, he chofe to throw off his ecclefiaftical 
charafter, and put himfelf, as a baron, at the 
head of his valfals : but, thefe forces alonfe 
not being able to make head againft the rebels, 
a great number of volunteers, out of regard 
to his perfon, flocked to his banner from all 
the circumjacent parts, with whofe aid he fur- 
prized the caftle of Kinardsferry, and levelled 
It with the ground. Prefently afterwards came 
to him Ranulph de Glanville, then flier iff of, 
-Yorkfhire, and implored him, in the name of 
the arch biftiop of York, and of all the other 
faithful fervants of the king in that county, 
to go and join his arms with theirs, in order 
to refift the hoftilities of the Scots, who in- 
tended, when the caftle of Prudhow fliould be 
taken, to march through the biftioprick of 
Durham into Yorkfliire, and lay it wafte in 
conjundion with Roger de Mowbray, by whofe 
troops from his caftles of Malepart and Thirfke 
it was already infefted. Geoffry, who had juft 
dilmifted all his forces, and was very doubt- 
ful whether any of them, except his own 
>knights, would follow him out of the county, 
fcnt away Glanville without a pofitive an- 
fwer : but, finding in them an alacrity beyond • 
his hopes, he foon raifed a fine army, with 
vhich he marched into Yorkftiire, joined the 
%irons of that province, and while the Scots 
were detained from paflSng over the Tyne by 
Vol. V^ N the 
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BOOK XV-theobftinate defence of the caftkof Pntdhow, 
^^^3^^7747 took and demoliihed that of Malepart, which 
Roger de Mowbray had built within about twen- 
ty miles of York, This lord, who was then i|i 
jbis other fortrefs of Thjrlke, fled from thence ta 
the Scots, with whofe king he before had con- 
federated himfelf againft his own fovereign» 
and aiked the aid of that prince, who af^re- 
hending that the army cqllefted in Yorkfliire 
might venture to fight him, and not chufiag 
to ftand the hazai'd of a battle till the Fle-^ 
mings (hojuld be landed, raifed his fiege, and 
retiring from the Tyne further northwards fat 
down before Alnwick in the county of Nor- 
thumberland, intending only to check the ex^ 
Neubrigenfis, curfion? pf the garriftm with his regular troops, 
Giraid. Cam- which amounted to about eight tboufand 
breniis, ut i^n, whilc his irxegulars wafted the caflem 
fupra, g^^ ^£ jj^^j puoviijce^ as they had the weftern 

before. The biflipp of Lincoln, informed of 
the retreat of the Scots^ built a caftle at Tcj)?. 
cliffi the cuflody of which he committed to 
William de Stuteviile, for the fccunity of the 
borders, and leaving fome of his knights, to 
ftrengthen the army of the Yorkfhira<4att>ii9, 
returned to his fee with great, gloty. 

But in other parte of the kingdom the ftate 

of the king s afiairs at thi3 tinie was unproCw 

Neubri^nfis, perous and alarming. For, the governor, of 

AbS Id Lciceftcr caftle, named Afqketill de M^Hore. 

ana. 1174. after ravaging .all the country in thi?l tkdl^r 

bourhood of his.foft,^ defeat€4 a.bpdy of j[be 

qrtizen^ of NortbamptOQ^ and . foimi of ^9 

, king's 
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kmg*s horfe, who had fallied out of that town BOOK iv> 
to give them battle. The rebels were alfo much a. D/1174/ 
flrrcngthened by Robert dc Ferrars, earl of Der- 
1>y and Nottingham, declaring himfelf on their 
'fide. He and his vaflkls, in conjunftion with 
thofe of the earl of Leicefter, who fought to 
revenge the captivity of their lord, furprifed, 
backed, and burned, the royal burgh of Not- 
tingham, committed by Henry to the cuftody 
of Reginald de Lucy. Great danger was feared 
from the confederacy of this lord with David 
earl of Huntington, whom his brother, the 
king of Scotland, had fent to command the 
rebel forces at Leicefter. Richard de Lucy 
hereupon, either by general powers entrufted 
to him as regent, or by fpecial orders from 
Henry, declared to Simon de Senlis, earl of 
Northampton, who was legally profecuting 
in the king's court a claim of inheritance to 
the earldom of Huntington, that, if he could 
by his fword recover that province out of the 
hands of the Scot, who had forfeited it by his 
tireafon, the king would confirm it, without 
fenher litigation, to him and his heirs. On 
this olfer the earl immediately raifcd his vaffals, Bromjjton* 
and, joining them to the forces which Richard ^^^J^^^^g^"^' 
de Lucy had aflembled, -came with him before Hovedeiu 
Huntington, on the twenty-third day of June. 
At the approach of this army, the garriton of 
the caftle fet fire to the town, and betook 
thfeiSfelves to their fortrefs, which being ftrong, 
the jufticiary did not think it expedient to 
harrafs the king's troops in endeavouring to 
N « take 
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BOOK IV. take it, but erefted a fort, fufficient to reftrain 
a^B^jTjI^^^^ excurfions of the garrifon, before the gate, 
and committing the cuftody thereof to the^^arl 
went to vilit other places, wherev hi^ .prefepce 
was neceflary for fervices more imgortant^yAs 
he had no men to fpare, he folicited Kthees ag 
Gryffyth, Henry's vafliil in South W^les^ta 
repay the great favours he had received frora 
that king in the year eleven hundred and feven- 
ty-one, by affifting him in this crifis, ang 
leading into Staffordftiire an army of Welf^. 
to beliege the earl of Derby *s caftle at Tut bury: 
on the river Dove, which was ihe capital marj- 
lion of that powerful rebel, and the chief de^ 
fence of his vaft eftate in thofe parts. THis 
attack, he fuppofed, would draw the earl from 
thofe counties, where his afting in concert 
with David, earl of Huntington, efpecially if 
the Scots Ihould advance to affift them, was 
moftto be apprehended. Rhees, whofe h^rt 
the king had gained, gladly embraced this oc- 
cafion of doing him a good fervlce, and havipg 
raifed a great force marched with it through 
Herefordshire to Tutbury caftle. 

In the mean time the jufticiary's moft an- 
xious attention was continually employed in 
guarding the coafts ^xpofed to the invafioa 
v/hich he knew was intended from Flanders 
Diceto Iinag. and Boulogne. A body of Flemings (amoiig 
^^ ' whom were five hundred knights, chofen out; 

of the whole army) having been received by 
Hugh Eigot, about the middle of June, intQ 
bis fe vera! caftles in Norfolk and Suffolk, con- 
formably 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. i8r 

formably to an order from the young k'lng^^^^^^ 
of England, had taken and pillaged the city A. 0/1174. 
of Norwich under the conduft of that difloyal 
earl. But this was only preparatory to the 
greater invafion propofed to be made before 
die end of the fummer. Intelligence of the 
forwardnefs of that defign arrived dajly ; and 
the alarm was fo great, that Richard de Lucy 
and others, to whom the adminiftration of go- 
vernment was entrufted in the abfence of 
Henry, agreed to end over the archdeacon of 
Poitiers, who had lately been elefted bifhop 
of Winchefter, to reprefent to that prince-, 
whofe confidence he had gained by an ardent 
zeal for his fervice, the neceffity of his coming 
without delay into England, to take care of 
his kingdom in this imminent danger. 

The aftive fpirit of Henry had not been xm- piceto Imag. 
employed during the fpring of this j^ear. He ^^^^^• 
had recovered the capital city of Saintonge out 
of the hands of feme rebels who had taken 
pofleffion of it"i« the name of Duke !lichard, 
by coming upon them fooner thnn they had 
expefted, or believed to be poffible ; and had 
vinted his provinces on the river Loix^e, ovtr 
which, when he left them, and over the 'earl- 
dom of Maine, he made Maurice de Craon, a 
Brave and faithful fervant, his deputy or vice- 
gerent, having alfo committed the government 
arid defence of the dutchy of Aquitaine to a 
regency of fix nobles, the mod worthy of that 
triift in the feveral provinces thereunto belong- 
ing. On the feaft of St. John the Baptift, the 
N 3 bilhcp 
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BOOKj^^bifliop of Winchcfter found him at the caftle 
A. D.I 1 74. ^^ Bonneville, on the frontier of Normandy, 
confulting anxioufly with all the lords of the. 
marches and all the governors of his tovi^ns and 
fortreiTes in that dntchy, how beft tt> defend 
them againft the French, who, h6 kncv^, were 
preparing their utmoft force to attac^t them* 
under the conduft of their king. . The whole 
aflembly was full of that courage and akcrity, 
which Henry felt himfelf, and knew how to 
infpire, on occafions of this 'nature* .into tbe 
hearts of his fervants. But the bifliop of Win* 
chefter, with great truth, as the^ exigence rev 
quired, laid before him, in the name of bis 
whole Englifh council, tbe perilous flate of bis 
kingdom. He (hewed him, that the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk being in the power of 
Hugh Bigot, and the midland provinces full of 
the earl of Derby's, the earl of Huntington's^ 
and the earl of Leicefter's adherents, if tbe 
Sects fliould break into the northern parts of 
England, and the young king, with fb great 
an arrpy of Flemings as the earl of Flanders 
had raifed to fupport him in this enterprife, 
fhould land in the fouthern, their ftrength 
would become almoft irrefiftible, even fuppo-* 
ling that all who had not yet declared for them 
fhould continue loyal : but he added, that fufpi^ 
cions had been lately conceived of the earls of 
Glocefter and Clare, two noblemen the moft 
potent in all the weft of England; and if 
young Henry, whom his father himfelf had 
crowned king, and to whom all the barons of 

that 
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that realm had done homage, (hould be there I500K iv; 
in perfon, fupported by fueh great foreign ^^^^PJ^hT 
armies, whilft nis father Was abfent, and em- 
ployed in defaiding other territories abroad, 
Jt was to be feared, many more of the nobi^ 
lity and gentry would go ovir to him> not fo 
naiich from inclination, as on motives of fafe- 

The king, whofe own prudence had made 
him fee the expediency of his being in Eng- 
lahd before his fon, had commanded a fleet td 
be riady at Barfleur i&r tranfporting him over, 
and had fent thither his moft important pri- 
foners, whom it would not have been pru- 
dent to leave behind, particularly the earl of 
Ghefeer, and the earl and countefs of Leicefter, 
who had been confined many, months in the 
caftk of Falaife* But anxiety to fecure his 
valuable territories on that fide of the water 
bad delayed his departure fo long, that, if his 
fon and the Flemings had not happily been 
detained by contrary winds in the port of Grave- 
lines for fome days, they would have landed 
before him, to the very great detriment of his 
affairs in this kingdom, which ought to have 
been his firft care. The information now given 
by the bifliop of Winchefter fo convinced him 
of the danger of lofing more time on any ac- 
count whatfoever, that he haftened immediate- 
ly to embark at Barfleur, taking with him the 
two queens, his own confort and his fon's, as 
he reafonably fuppofed that the cuftody of 
them would be fafer in England, during his 
N 4 abode 
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BOOK IV. abode in that ifle, than it could be in France.- 
A.D. rr74. O^ ^^ eighth of July, very early in the 
Diceto Imag. moming, the wind being fair, he fct fail : but^ 
Mit rIhs!^*^^^ gale encreafing, and the fea begiiimag to 
grow rough, he obferved in the countenances 
of the mariners fome doubt of the fafety of 
the voyage, whereupon, lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, he faid, *' If the Supreme Ruler de- 
** figns, by my arrival in England, to reftore 
*' to my people that peace, which he knows I 
*' fincerely have at heart, may be mercifully 
^} bring me to a fafe port: bm, if his will ha^ 
*« decreed to Icaurge the realm, may 1 never 
•^ be permitted to readi its ihorel" Thefe 
fentiments, fo becoming a Cluriftian and a king, 
and which his fubefqucnt anions proved to 
have been real, were not unrewarded: for, 
that evening he jirrived, without the lofs of « 
fhip, in the harbour of Southampton ; his fon* 
and the earl of Flanders lying at Gravelines 
windbound, cr deterred from failing* if they 
had the {ame wind as he, by the violence of 
it, and theroughnefs of the fea in that part of 
the channel. > 

jSTeubngenfis, William of Newbury fays, that there came 
• "• ^* ^^* with Henry into England only one troop, or 
Diceto. fquadron, of his mercenary foldiers : but others 
M-Tans^ fpe^k of thtir numbers as very confiderable ; 
and all mention fome cavalry which he like- 
wife brought over ; but of what nation or how 
mimy thefe were, we are not told. Probably 
moil of them were the Englifli lurds and knigiiis 
who had feryed him in France. But, inft^ad 
■. . . z. of 
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of leading them, immediately after his landing, BOOK IV. 
to Join his royal army under Richard de Lucy,^^^^?!^;!; 
in-order to ad, with his ufual alacrity, againflr 
the rebels, he went on a pilgrimage to the tomb 
of the late Archbifliop Becket, with the fame 
of whc^ miracles the whole realm was now 
filled, and whom the pope by a bull, dated in 
March the year before, had declared a faint^J^- ^P^^; ^* 
and a martyr, appomtmg an anmveriary tefti- epift. 95, 
val to tbe kept: on the day of his death, in ^r-^ Cod. Vati- 
^eh (fays the -^ bull) t&at being continually ^?j&-^^"°' 
plied.to by the prayers of the faithful^ bejhould , 
intercede with God for the xler^y and people of 
England, Henry therefore, defiring to obtain 
fog: himfcif thisjinterceffion, or to make others 
bdieye that tbeavj^th of an enemy, to whom it 
wasfuppofed that fuch power was given, might 
he thu^ averted from him, thought it neceflary 
to \tifit the fltrine of this new-created faint, andl^iccto, €©!. 
asiboii a& he came within fight of the tower of ^^^^'^^^'''^^ 
Ganiteri^ua-y cathedral, at the diftance of three ann. 1 1 74. 
miles, ; defcended from his horfe, and walked 
thither barefoot, over a road that was full of 
rough and (harp ftones, which fo wounded 
his feet, that in many places they were ftained Ger^afc. 
with his blood* When he got to the tomb, £^^^^^^^^ 
which was then in the crypt of the church, heDkeio, 
thr€w himfelf proftrate before it, and remained 
for fome time in fervent prayer ; during which, 
by his orders, the bifhop of London in his 
name declared to the people^ " that he had 
*^ neither commanded, nor advifed, nor by 
** any artificer contrived, the death of Becket; 
*^ for the truth of which he appealed, in the 

*^moft 



Digitized by 



Google 



i86 HISTORY of the LIFE 

BOOK IV. w xnoft folemn manner, to the teftimcwiy of 
^^37^7747 '^ ^^^ » ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ murderers of that prelate 
" had taken occafion from his words, toi> inn 
** confiderately fpoken, to commit this ofiencey 
** be voluntarily thus fubmitted himfelf to the 
*« difcipline of the church/' After this he 
wasfcourged, at his own requeft and com^ 
^andj-byall the monks of the convent aflem-* 
bled for that purpcrfe, from every one of whonSi 
and from feveral bifhops and abbots there pre-* 
fent, ha received three or four ilri pes. Th>^ 
Gcrvafc fharp pendn^e being done, he returned to bis 
payers b6for€ the tomb, which he continued 
ail that' day Viand all the next night, not even 
Offering a caiJpct to be fpread beneath hin0M 
but kneelitig; on the bard pavement. Early^. 
in the; jnornii^ he went round all the altars 
of the charci^. and paid his dei^otions to the 
bodies of the faints, there interred; whicl* 
having performed^ he came back to Becket's 
tomb, .wb^e he flayed till* the hour when maft 
was faid in the church,^ at which he affifled. r > 
During vail this time he had taken no kind 
of food ; and, except when he gave his naked 
body to be whipt, was clad in iackcloth. >B4^ 
fore his departure (that he might fully con>» 
pkte the expiation of his fin according tosbd' 
notions of the church of Rome) he «)^^gllHi$4l 
revenue of forty pounds a year, to keep lights^ 
alway^a burning in honour of Becket about his 
Neubrigenfis,t^jnb, The Mext evening he reached Loudonj 
• "• ^- 34- ^jj^yg he fmmd it neceffary to be blooded, and 
reflfome days. 

Thus 
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Thus was concluded this very extraordinary BOOK iv. 
fcene, which requires fomc rcflcftions. If the^^T^TJTZT^ 
report of Becket's miracles, or the authority 
of Rome in his caaonifation, did really work 
fuch a change in Henry's mind, as to make 
bim now deem that prelate, with whofe whole 
condut^ he had been fo well acquainted, a 
fetnt and a martyr, it is a moft wonderful in- 
Aanceofthe prevalence of bigotry over hu- 
man reafon. But, if be continued to think of 
th^ man and the caufe as he bad hitherto 
thought, this pilgrimage tO' his^tomb, . thefe 
pRwftrations before it, thele d^ of ' Worliiip 
paid to him, were an impous hypocrrfy and 
nx>ckery of God, which dovpolicy could ex*** 
cufe. And that he did fo^ may hot unneafon*^' 
skiy be inferred from his fubfequent conduct in 
many particulassy but more: eij^edally firom 
fbme^ words which Ginddus Cambrenfis affim^ 
to' have been fpoken by him after, this time. 
He tdb us, that William earl of Arundel and 
erf Suffex (whofe father of the fame name hady-G.C^br. 
died in the year eleven hundred and feventy- ^^"^^ ^f ^^ ^' 
fix) having been excommunicated by the bifliop n. 430. 
of Norwich on a difpute about fome lands, g^J^a^^^^* 
complained to the king of that fentence, who Arundel. 
iaid thereupon, in the hearing of many, " I 
«' a(hife yoUj bijhops^ to behave yourfehes with 
*< more moderation towards the barons of my 
^^ realmj and not to excommunicate them Jo pre* 
. ^* cipitately: becaufe^ if one of you has had the 
*^ good fortune to fucceed in fuch frefumption^ 
♦* alf will not : nor will every one who may be 

''killed 
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BOOK IV. " killed for fuch rajh attempts^ immediately oh^ 
^^TTTC^ ** tain the .reputation of a martyr on that ac- 
" coufit. buppofing him therefore to nave^ 
been infincere in his veneration of Becket, it 
muft be confidered how far this aft was con- 
fident with the rules of true policy ; and it 
fcems to me very queftionable, even in that 
light : for, certainly, by exalting the charafter 
of that prelate he funk his own. He took care 
indeed, by the folemn declaration which the 
bifhop of London made in his name to the 
people, that tbey fhould not look upon him as 
the wilful! murderer of a man whofe fanftity 
lie acknowledged ; but this vindication went 
lie further than to clear him of that guilt; it 
did i^ot extend to any of his other proceedings 
with Becket; and by encouraging the opinio* 
. of the archbifhop's having been a faint and a 
martyr, he threw the moft odious colours of 
impiety and of tyranny on all thofe proceed- 
ings, in which the honour of his parliament, 
as well as his own, was concerned. It im- 
plied a condemnation of the conftitutions of 
Clarendon, which he had never yet given up. 
Nor does it appear that he was under any real* 
neceffity of making fuch a facrifice to the 
bigotry of the people. For there is not the 
leaft intimation in any hiftory of thofe times,' 
or -letter then written, that thofe who had re- 
belled againft him in England alledged a ze:il 
for the caufe whii:h Becket had fupported, or 
his fufferings in that caufe, to jufilfy their re- 
volt. All the temporal lords had been eager >^ 

for 
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for confirming and maintaining thofe laws BOOK iv. 
which he had oppofed and had encouraged the ^JTdTuTk 
king to bring him to a trial, when the oath 
taken by him at Clarendon to obferve them 
had been openly broken. The whole prelacy 
l^ad concurred in fome of tjie fentences paft 
againft him at Northampton, and (what is very 
temark^ble) Henry had lately promoted to 
epifcopal fees, without oppofition from the reft 
of the clergy, thpfe \yho moft eminently had 
ditlinguifhed themfelves by feithful fer vices 
done to liim and his realm during his conteft 
with Becket. Amopg thefe were Joha of Oxr 
fqyd aqd Geoffry Ridel, whqm that prelate, 
who confidered them as his,, capital enemies, 
had therefore excommunicated at different 
tjpps, and one of them (Ridel) jn the J(aft 
ye^ of his life; which fen tence he could i^o)t 
M perfuaded to take . off, after his> peace with 
tne king. By thefe promotions Henry 's^ji^j- 
tej^eft in the church was much ftrengthened ; 
nor was any prelate, at this time, fufpefted of 
difloyaUy> except the biftiop of Durham. On 
the contrary, the affeclion of the biihops for 
that prince was a main fupport of his throne. 
The plonks indeed were fond of the menoory 
of Ipecket: but the pope's abfolut'ion, which 
Henry nad received before thefe troubles began, 
fufficiently put him out of the reach of their 
maiice. It does not then feem, that any 
Ujfgent, reafon of political prudence could in- 
duce him, in thefe circumfliances, to adt this 
part. Perhaps a fenfe of remorfe for the occa- 
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A*D. 1174* 



V. Malmf- 
tuiy, 1. iii. 



BOOK IV. fion be had givtn to the murder of Bcckel may 
have been aggravated, and more forcibly iitt^ 
preft on his mind, by the afflidion he felt from 
the unnatural treafon of his wife and fons^, 
which he might confider as a punifhmcnt of 
that offence, and hope to remove it by inflift- 
ing on himfelf thefe voluntary pains, for which 
he had a precedent in his own family; Fulk 
the Third, eart of Anjou, having cairfed him^ 
fe}f to be whipt through the ftrectsof Jerufalenr, 
and at the holy fepulehre there, as a penance 
for his fins. But this was the firft inftanee of 
•any king who had yielded to fo ignominious a 
method of expiation, which debafed the royal 
majefty in the eye of the publick ; and Heirry'^ 
fuflfering it before the tomb of Becket, wttik 
fuch marks of devotion to that pretended faint; 
was liable to conftruftions injurious to his 
honour and the rights of his kingdom. A 
imidi fitter atonement for the fault be be- 
wailed had been made the year before, by aidi 
vancing Bccket*s fifter to riie honourable dig-^ 
hity OT abbefs of Berking, a monaftery of 
royal foundation. Such a kindne^ to hi^ 
family was a worthy fruit of repentance : but 
this was either an aft of the moft odious hypo- 
prify, or moft cotttwnptiblefupcrftition, which; 
if ii had not fome excufe in the genius ctf that 
religion which then was eftabliffied, and' the 
feftidtt of the times, would c^ervethe highcft 
Wairte, inftiead of thofe encomiums with which 
It has been recorded in fome of tike booky of 
that age. 

Henry 



BeneiU6t. 
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Henry had hardly recovered from the fever SO OK iv, 
broiaght upon him by the rigour of his pe-|^|757i7I7^ 
j^anoe^ when his flicep was difturbed, in the Ncubrigcnfis, 
middle of the night, by the importunity of ^* "• ^' 3V 
a page, who infilled upon being admitted to 
his prefence at that unfealbnable hour. Being 
therefore introduced, by the gentlemen of his 
bedchamber, to his bedfide, he told him^ he 
was fent from Ranulph de Glaaville to bring 
him good tidings. Th^ king enquired kindly 
about the health of his mafter. He is weH 
(anfwered the pKge) ; and holds your enemy, 
the King of Scotland, a captive inbond?, at 
the caftle of Richmond in Yorkflii»e. Henry, 
pftonifbed, commanded him to repeat what he 
h^ faid. He did fo; after which the king 
den^anded of him, whether he had brougJit 
Jbim any letter ? Whereuponx he produced onev 
which; contained the particuJarsj of this great 
^vexit. When the kipg had -tead it, he in*- 
ftantly leaped cut of his bcdj and ihedding 
tears of joy and gratitude, wbheyes and hands 
j*aifed to heaven, gave tiianks to God. Then 
he fent for all his friencte who were near enough 
tp be called, that r he might make thjem par*- 
t^ers of the pieafuce he felt from- this very ibidem, 
unexpe6:ed and moft h^ppy news. The par^ ^- ^ ^' 3^ 
tiiculars of it were thefc. The king of SccA^^^' 
h^9 blocking up th^ cafiie of Alnwick with 
hi$f regular foBces> fent all his irregulars to ra- 
yage the c^intry . Thcfe dcvaftatiuttasfor Homi 
tiine \wre totally unuefifted, kecaufe the Eng* 
liOi in thofc parts h^d na arniy that was able 
to keep the fidEd ; aaad the^ -king jbf Scotiandi 
J who 
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BOOK IV. who believed^ that no reinforcements coulil 
)^^/0?CnZ^ ^^^^ ^^ brought to their aid without his 
having notice of it, became fo fecure, that he 
fuffered great detachments, even of his regu- 
lar troops, to go aud plunder the people round 
Bened'ra. about Alnwick caftle. One of thefe, under 
Abbas. ^Yit conduft of Duncan earl of Fife, entered 
into the adjacent town of Warkworth, which 
they burned to the ground and maffacred all 
the inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
not fparing even thofe who had taken fanftuary 
in the church. This raifed to the higheft pitch 
the refentment and hatred, which exafperated 
the people of all the northern counties againft 
the Scotifh nation and William the Lion, their 
king, who feemed rather to encourage thata re- 
ftrain thefe exceffcs of barbarous cruelty, even 
in his difciplioed troops. The Yorkfliire barons, 
who, after the retreat of that monarch from 
the banks of the Tyne, had returned to their 
caftles, upon hearing now that his forces were 
renewing their ravages of the Northumbrian 
lands, reaflembled thcmfelves under Ranulph 
de Glanville, the (heriff of their county, and 
forming a body of horfe, in which were about 
Neubrigenfis, four hundred knights, came into Newcaftle, 
1. ii. c. 33. Qjj the eleventh of July, after a long and hard 
march. There they learned in what manner 
the enemy's forces were feparated and fcattered ; 
which intelligence giving them a reafonablc 
hope of finding the king weakly guarded, they 
determined to fet out very early the next morn- 
ing, and endeavour to furprize that part of his 
iiirmy< which lay before Alnwick caftle. The 

principal 
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priflcipal barons who joined in,this fpirited re- BOOK iv. 
fblution with Ranulph de GlanviUc were Ro- ^[^JTTJTT' 
bert de Stutqvill, Barnard de Baliol, and WlU 
liam deVefci. They began their march at break 
of day i and though loaded with heavy armour 
ijaade fuch expedition, that in lefs than fire 
hours they had travelled four and twenty com- 
• put^d rqiles fipm Newcaftle. As they weijt 
thfre,4rofe fo thick a fog, that they could 
h^4^ ffce their way. Whereupon fonie ad- 
* yifc4 :totretwrn back to Newcaftle : but, Ber-* 
jn^t^i&^dipl declaring, that, rather than ftain 
li}^ j^ra^er^ with the infamy of fuch a retreat, 
Jie would gq forwards alone, they all refol ved 
to proceed. While they were advancing in 
idarknefs^ the mift, which had covered and 
concealed their march, difperfing itfelf sll at 
once, they faw before them in ticar view the 
caftle of Alnwick, and foon afterwards theBcncdraji 
Scotch king, amidft a troop of between fixty Abba>. 
:and feventy horfemen, apprehending no danger, 
and diverting himfelf with the exercifes of 
^chivalry in an open plain* He took them, 
.at firft fight, for the detachment commanded 
by Duncan earl of Fife returning from Wark- Netrbrfgeniis, 
worth; butj on their nearer approach, difcOver- *• "* «• 3> 
tng by their banners that they were fenglifh, 
Jhe was amazed, yet not daunted. For he 
fuppofed that lome bands of the multitude of 
;iiis forces, whi^h were fcouring the whole 
^country on every fide, would quickly come 
'to his aid, In this confidence, or, perhaps^ 
j&om the mere impulfe of a rafti, unthinking 
/Vol. V. O courage. 
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BOO K^IV. courage, fiercely (baking his fpear, and faying 
aTdT^i 174/ ^^^is men, that now it would be feen who was 
a good knight y he led them immediately to at- 
tack the enemy, and charged foremoft liira- 
felf : bi^t, his horfe behig killed under him in 
the firft ihock, he was taken prifoner, and 
with him moft of his troop. Some nobles, 
who were hot engaged in the aSion, but were 
within a fmall diftance, hearing what had hap- 
pened, ca'me up, with, all the haftethey could 
make, aiid threw themfelves into the hands of 
the Englilh, that they might he partakers in 
the cakrhity of their fovereign. The viftorious 
party rettfrned, With the captives they had t^eti, 
and without encouttt^ing any other detachment 
of the enemy , that evening, to Newcajftle; from 
.^ which town, the ne:<t day, they removed the 
Abbas, t. i. king of ^i'dtland^to the caftle of Riehmol^d; 
Among the other prifoners was Richard Cfitnin, 
the chkrtc6llor of that unfortunate prince. All 
the reft of his vaft army, Scots, Galwegian"^, 
and t^lemings, fcattered over the country, re- 
'tired precipitately into Scotland or Galloway, 
on the firft account they received of his mif- 
fbrtiihe. / ; ^c rlv^' 

l^hus did Providence, in a mftft extra6tdi- 
nary manner, deliver up to King Henry, when 
-he expeded it leaft, this deftroyer of'his 
people, and principal abetter of the wicked 
' rebellion againft him in his family and his 
realm : an event which confounded all the 
* hones of his enemies, and broke at once -all 
their meafures I 

Orders 
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drders had heeh given,' while the king tvas^^^^fj^ 
performmg his pilgrimage tb JBecket's tomb, a]^?I 174/ 
for the aflembling of his army in t^^ neigh- ^^^^^^ 
bourhood of London; and by the eighteenth Abbas, 
of July, on which day he had the news of the 
king of Scotland's captivity, it was ready to 
aft. He therefore would not lofe time in idle 
and ufelefs rejoicings, but put himfelf sit their 
headt and advanced the fame day towards 
Huntingdon caftle,, not doubting that the ' 
Scots, who were in garrifon there, would pre-i 
fently yield it to him, when they fliould know 
he was mafter oi' theur fovereign's perfoh. It 
was accordingly lurrendered on the twelity- 
firft of July; though he granted them no 
conditions, except that they (hould not be 
liable to fuSer in their lives or limbs. While Giriid. Cam- 
he lay hefore this place, there came to him his J:'^';^^^;;;."- 
fon Geoffry, bifliop of Lincoln, of whofeex-giiaSacrui 
ploits in- his fervice an account has been given, f* ^^°* 
and brought under his own banner a hundred 
and forty knights, with many more men at 
arms, well mounted and accoutred., Henry- 
received him with great joy, and faid, in the 
hearing of a great multitude of perfdns, who 
were prefent at their meeting, t&at his other 
Jons by their conduSi had proved tbemfelves^ 
haflards^ but this alone had^Jhewn himfelf ta 
be really his true and legitimate fon. 

David earl of Huntington, on advice of his Cti^^h, MarU 
brother's captivity, whic^ came to him foon ^eXigenfli 
after that 'event, left* the caftle of Lrcicefter, 1. iu c 36, 
O 2 'the 
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BOOK iv^ thc garrifdn of which had received him ascom- 
A.D. ii7v-niander in chief of all the xebels in thofe parts, 
and retired into Scotland. Henry therefore 
did not flay in the midland counties oC Eng- 
land to recover that caftk, but marched from 
Huntington, with the utmoft expedition, into 
Suffolk, againft his more dangerous enemy* 
Hugh Bigot, whofe excurfions he before had 
endeavoured to reftrain, by detaching the Bra- 
banters to obferve his motions. 
Dkcto Imag. ^j^^ ^^^^^^ ^f Framlingham andBungey were 

Bcncdia, crowded with -Flemings, whom the earl had 

Abb^ t'^ceived, befides the ufual garrifons, into thofe 

Gervafc' forts, intending to aft oflfenfively with them 

Brompton. Jn other parts of the kingdom; but the un- 

Keubngenfis. ^^pedcd difaftcT of the king of Scotland, which 

by this time he knew, the cohfternation it 

caufed among all his confederates, the quick 

furrender of Huntingdon caftlc to Henry, and 

the fudden approach of that monarchy at the 

head of a great army, difconcerted all the 

fchemes he had hitherto formed, and almoft 

took from him the means of maintaining any 

longer the caufe he had engaged in, without 

drawing certain ruin upon his own head. For, 

though his caftles were ftrong, particularly 

Framlingham, yet the finding fubfiftance for 

fuch extraordinary numbers as were inclofed 

therein, if they Ihould be clofely blocked up, 

was a difficulty he knew could not be fur- 

ttounted. He might alfo before now have 

received information, that, on the news of 

Henry's fafe arrival in England, the young king 

3 and 
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^nd the earl of Fla/ider^ had laid afide theirBOOK iv. 
intention of invading England, and had led^ ^/j 
all their forces to join the king of France in , 
befieging Rouen ; fo that he could not expeft 
that affiftance firom them, on which he had ^ 
chiefly depended. In thefe circumftances he r 
wifhed to make his peace with Henry, who 
had encanij>ed not far diftant from Framling- 
ham caftle, propofing to inveft it the next day, 
and who, it may be prefumed, upon applica- 
tion made for it, had granted him a fafe con- 
du^, in order to a perfonal treaty, and per- 
haps, fome aflurances of a favourable recep- 
tion. Certain it is that he went to this prince 
in his camp, and obtained from him a pardon, 
by delivering up his two caftles, giving hoft- 
ages to him for his future fidelity, and paying 
a fine of a thoufand marks of filver. The 
only circumftance much contefted between 
^heiti was concerning the Flemings in thofe 
parts ; the earl infifting on their being permit- 
ted to return into Flanders with entire fafety 
and freedom, which the king was unwilling to 
grant ; but (not to negledt greater points in dif- 
puting long about this) Henry was fatisfied with 
their oaths, that they would not ferve againft 
him during the reft of this war. Among thefe 
were fomc troops, which, a little betore he 
came over, had been fent into England by his 
fon, the young kins;, under Ranulph de la . 
Haie, an officer of diftinftion in the fervice of 
that prince. 

Vol, V. -03 The 
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BOOK IV. The rebcilion bang thus fupprcft in Suf- 
^^[^]5r7i74^ went to his own royal caftle at 
Northampton, where the captive long of Scot- 
land was brought to him from Yorklhirc, 
with his feet titd, like a felon's, under the 
belly of his iiorfe. It is not f^id that this 
great and indecent vioUtioh of the royal ^ig* 
nity in his perfon was ordered by Heni-y : 
but his having, without any declaration of 
War, or any aft of hollility committed by the 
Engliih, invaded their bordei-s, and let loofe 
tlie utmoft fury of rapine and murder upon 
the innocent people, made them confider 
and treat him, not as a captive king, but 
as a robber and murderer apprehended by juf- 
tice* How Henry received him the hiftb- 
tians of thofe'times have, given us no account: 
we only ktiow thathe caufed him to be clofely 
confined, which neceffity of ftate abundantly 
juftified 5 and' we may prefume he did not 
nfe him ill in his prifon, becaufe it does not 
appear that after his enlargement he made any 
-complaints, nor do the writiers of that age 
who were moft defirdus to blame the condii^ 
o£ Henry take notice of this among his faults. 
' The earl of Leicefter being likewife a pri- 
foner to the king, and entirely at his mercy, 
the governors of his caftles, not feeing the 
eait probability of fetting him free by force of 
arms, and apprehending that their obftinacy in 
defending thofe places might be dangerous to 
his perfon, came to Northampton on the 
thirty -firft of Jjilj^, and furrendertfd tojienry 
• " ' . ■-• • ■; ■ his 

4 , ■■'■ 
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Ws three caftlcs of Leicefter, MontfofeI,-^jdPO^K: iv. 
pi-oby. ' The fame day atriyed meffengers^^j^TfTT^ 
trom Roger de Mowbray, who after the ac- 
tion; near Alnwick had fled into' Scotland ir with 
fcJL powers to yield up his caftle of Thirilce i 
and others from Robert de Ferrars, earl of 
Derby, imploring peace from the king on his 
fiirFr^ndering the two caftles of Tutbury and 
Dufiield, which the Welfh, under the condudl 
of Prince Rhees ap Gryffith, had befieged foit 
fome tipie, but couid not take. The bifhop 
of D^irham came himfelf to Henry at Nor- 
thar^pton, and gave up to him the forts of 
Durhail[i^ Norham, and Alverton, obtaining 
penpiflion, though not without difficulty^ to 
fend away bis i^phew the earl of Bar, ahd a 
troop of forty French knights, .whom he. had 
Utply received into Alverton caftle, havliog be- 
ic>re, upon hearing that the king of Scotland 
W^ taken, difmift, five hundred Flemings^ 
whom the fanje lord: bad brought over. It 
did not appear- very ckarly that this prelate 
fiad defigned to ad for the rebels ; beeaufe he 
pleaded th^t^/oreign and mercenary foldiers 
wereneceflary fo* guard his feveral caftles, arid 
the country round about them, againft the 
Scots, whofe ilunieyous forces » the ordinary 

firr^ons Woiilil not' have been able to refift^ 
the une;xp^ifted fuccour, condu^^d out of 
Yorkfl^ire by Ranulph de Glanville, h*d not 
happily put an end to tbeir depred&tk^s^ As> 
therefore, his intentions could be only fqfpec- 
i^ be ventured to wait on the km^, whofe 
O 4 difpleafure 
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BOO K iv> elifplcafure or jealoufy he had no doubt of 
removing by making him mafter of thefe im- 
portant fortrefles, which were very fufficient 
fureties for his future fidelity. Some authors 
fay, that the earl of Derby and Roger de 
Mowbray came likewife to the king. How-- 
ever this may have been, he pardoned them 
both, and having, no lefs by his mercy, than 
by the fuccefs which the Providence of God 
had given to his arms, compofed the diftur-- 
bances in all parts of his kingdom, he was able 
to give fuch attention to the fafety of his 
foreign dominions, as the prefent conjunfture 
required. He therefore haftened to Portfmouth, 
where a navy was prepared to carry him over 
to Barfleur. On his journey he was met by 
the earls of Glocefter and Clare, whofe loyalty 
had been fufpefted, and whofe excufes be re- 
ceived, as more defirous to believe that they 
had not offended, than to punifh their oN 
fences. But he did not think it proper to ac- 
cept the furrender of the earl of Leicefter*s 
caftles as a ranfom for his perfon : nor would 
he leave either him or the earl of Chefter in 
England, but ordered thofe two lords, the 
molt diftinguiflied promoters of the rebellion 
againft him, and uieir principal confederate, 
the king of Scotland, to be carried into Nor-» 
mandy, in ftrift cuftody, with hhn. Eleanor 
and the young queen were left behind ; Eng- 
land being for th^qi ^ fafer place of confine^ 

Oil 
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On the feventh of Auguft the kin^ em- BOOK iv. 
barked at Portfmoutb, and took with \}im his a^^^TT^ 
Brabanters and a thoufand Wclfli. Thefe laft WeiihChron. 
had been fent to^ him by David ap Owen, a^^Ht^^ 
prince or king of * North Wales. William of of Wai^^^y 
Newbury fays, he went over to Normandy ^y^^?- 
with a great army, which would make oncAbbL, 
fuppofe that to thefe fome Englifh were added, l- ii. c. 36. 
On his landing at Barflcur he found there ap^^^^' ^ 
great Engliih prelate, whom be did not ex* 
pea at this time. 

After long delays from the obftinacy of the Gervafe, coU 
prior and mpnks of Chriftchurch convent in ^4^8, ad 
Canterbury coriceming the eleftion of a fuc-^'^* "^^* 
ceflbr to Becket, tHey had, in February of 
the ^ear eleven hundred and feventy-three, 
nominated in their own chapter, without other 
affiftants, three perfon^, arid fent their names 
to the grand jufticiary, Richard de Lucy, de- 
firing him to give the royal affent to the dec* 
tion of any one of thefe, whom the king 
Ihould moft approve, Richard fummoncd here- 
upon the bifliops of the province, who joined 
with the monks in eleftlng the abbot or Beck 
in Normandy, a man who was very agreeable 
to the king; and the royal affent was givea 
to that choice : but it proved ineffe£hial ; for 
the abbot pertinacioiifly reftifed to accept the 
primacy offered to him, and Henry was there- 
fore conftrained/ much againft his own tviflies, 
to order a new eleftion. The convent of 
Canterbury hereupon refumed their defire o( 
confining to tbepifclvcs the choice of a pri- 
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BOOK IV, ixiate and choofing him from their o.wb body • 
A.D. U74. A warmcdnteft arifingon thefc points between 
them and the biflipps,.of tl^e provpice, and all 
terms of accxnnmocjation proppfed 'by the lat-? 
ter being obftinately rejeded, Richard, prior 
of Dover, who had been a monk ki that con- 
vent, arid anoth(;r of the fame body,., were 
fentinta Nonnaiidy tQ. negQti^t^Ayith H^^ 
gnd kiK)\fv , his will 9114 tfiif Uufirwfi. Thai 
pan^e did • i^ot -give tjbem any pofitive anf^er ; 
but ordered them back inta Engt^d^ and 
{emf: -i^ivat^iajfir^iSijicfi^stp ithe regents -of that 
kin^oxn, that, . if the . cpr^vent of C^iiterbury: 
fhouTd continue inflexible in thqr-wfplution, 
they fliould fo mapage matters as to turn the 
elea:ion upon the prior of Dover. This in- 
trigue was condufited. with gre^ a^drefe bj^ 
the r,eg<?nts, anil oft the third day ;of^ June in 
the year eleven hundred and fcveoty-three the 
prior vvas elefted : but fefore his 9onfecratbi> 
a letter was fept to the m<«^s Jfrom the youRg 
king of England^ then- in France, bj; which 
he fignified to them, *^that he had b^en in- 
" fprnied,^ his father .rWas atteipptiog to place 
" improper perfons^ in the fee of Cantf rbm^j? 
*' ^a^d ift'9ther3 :. wJ^erefor?, becaufejuchikc^ 
*' iliifis Qu^ht not,ta^:b£,7nadv wi^bcfuf ^onfent 
^^J^rqpi him^ whoi l^.pirtue of th^. royql unilim 
f/ which kf ^a^ ^cfJf{}eJ'^..^ad taAen i^pnrkii^rr 
^^Jelf J;hje^tule ai^ fare ^\ .th '^^J^ii^^^ 
f he had. appeal^ againfl: M(hem;tOn.th^ fe? of 
f'.Rome, and. had .n^dfied that ^ppeaVto thq 
" cardii^a}^ Albert and.^ Tbepdingi w^ro had 
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^l approved thereof/' In this letter he evidently ^^Q^^ ^^* 
-Arrogated to himfelf an equality with his fa- a. D/1174. 
ther in the government of the realm, if not 
an entire fovereignty over it, as the words there 
iifed may import. The fuhjefts. therefore of 
that king coul^ pay no regard to it, without 
violating the allegiance they oWed to him, in 
yrnfifi^ t^e regal power was underftood to re- 
inajn tupreme and undiminiftied, notwithftand- 
Viffthe ceremony of his fon's coronation. Bulj 
(he appeal made to Rome, of which notice 
had been givep to the bifhops of London, of 
E?cet?r, and of Worcefter, as wdl as to thefe 
ipionks, induced them and the other fuffragans 
of the province of Canterbury to defer the con^ 
fecratlon of the archbifhop eleft, till the pope's 
decifipn (hould be known: and that prelate 
was obliged to go and fpllQit this affair at 
itomej nor could Henry forKd it in his pre- 
fentfituatiqn, though dje qujeftion was purely^ 
of a political riature, and Ijuch as ought not 
to have been ever fubmittedj to^ the papal au-, 
thority. Afjter fpme difputC: the eleftiop was^ 
confirmed by Ale^fander, who,, when he, fQun4^^^^^' ^^* 
that the quarrel' jbetwixt the two Henries ^ouldtHovedent^^ 
not, by any p9wer of his me4iation, beami-ann, 1174. 
cably compofed, topk part with the father (as^ 
it became hiai to dp) ag^inij, thp fon, and np.t, 
(^nJATrConfecra^^-ed it;he archbifhpp of Canterbqiy. 
Wjm his Qwn hands, but alfo. graced him with, 
Aea^dition^Idigijity of hi^ -legate in England. 
JRfeiiry npw met Jiim on th(? coaff of Nor- 
^jii^dyiretuwng tQ,thatrealiji, ^4.dined with, 
. ' / him 
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BOOK iN^ him at his inn, from whence, in the afternoon, 
A.D.'ii74. "^ difmiffed him to profecute his intended 
voyage, while he himfelf went to Caen. In 
the caftle of that city he left his royal captive, 
and the two rebel earls whom he had brought 
over with him, under ftri£t confinement, and 
marched from thence, through a country he 
was entirely matter of, to Rouen, which had 
been befieged by the French from the twenty- 
firft day of July and afterwai'ds by them and 
the Flemifli artiiy" combined. 
dSo'^^''^"' To the north-eafterh fide of this metropolis 
of Normandy a paflage had been opened, the 
year before, by the Flemings, who then had 
taken Aumale, Neuchatel, and Driencourt, for- 
trefles fituated on the Norman confines towards 
Picardy and the Somme. The road from this 
frontier, efpecially near to Rouen, was narrow; 
and difficult, being fkirted with hills and thick 
woods. Yet it was the only one which an 
enemy could take to approach it ; becaufe the 
whole country to the South of the Seine, whicK 
v/as open and level, and all the pafles of 
the hills on other fides of the city, except on 
that before-mentioned, were in Henry's pof- 
fcffion. The bridge over the Seine, which 
the Emprefs Matilda had built, afforded a* 
communication for the importation of vic- 
tuals, or other fupplies of all kinds; and the 
city, which covered a great e^iterit of ground, 
was defended on that fide, by the depth and 
breadth of the river, and in all parts oy deep; 
ditches, aad very thick walls flanked with 

towers. 
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towers. Almoft all the Norman barons, and^^OOK iv. 
military tenants Who held immediately of the a. D/1174. 
king, had thrown themfelves into it, upon the Benedid. 
firft motions of the French to attack it, with '^^^'^" 
a firm refolution to maintain it againft theni to 
the utmoftextremity : nor did the citizens, who 
were numerous and well trained to arms, fliew 
themfelves leis courageous than the nobles and 
foldiers, or lefs determined to fuppprt their 
foverelgn's caufe. After the jundion of the 
Flemifh troops with the French, which made 
them a greater army than Europe had feen 
fince the time of the laft crufade, they pro- 
pofed to take the town, which they could 
only attack on one quarter, by \yearying out 
the befieged with continual toil : To this in- 
tent they divided the multitude of their forces 
into three partitions, which relieved each other 
by turns once in every eight hours ; fo that 
the attacks were inceflant, and the battering 
engines employed with unremitting violence 
all day and all night. Neverthelels the be- 
fieged, procuring to tliemfelves the fame in- 
tervals of repofe, by a fimilar divifion of their 
forces (which their having only one part of 
the city to defend enabled them to make), re- 
fifted and fruftrated all attempts of the enemy, 
from the twenty-firft of July, when the French 
fet down before Rouen, till the feaft of St. 
Lawrence on the tenth of Auguft, before 
which day the captivity of the king of Scot^^ "" ^ 
land being known in the French and Flemifh 
camps, it ftruck ^ damgtojhe^^ of the | 

conTcdwrate 
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BOOK IV. confederate army. The king of France, who 
A^^p?iiu^ ?^^^^^^ ^ particular veneration for the holy 
Neubrigenfi8, martyr Lawrence, proclaimed, on the eve of 
Dketo ^^' ^^^ ^^^^' ^ fiifpenfion of arms, as was ufually 
done in that age. The citizens alfo obferved 
it w^ith an equal regard to religion, but with a 
more riotous and more triumphant joy : the 
youths and virgins fung and danced, and the 
men at arms ifliiing forth from the fbuthern. 
gate of the city diverted themfclves with tilt- 
ing upon the banks of the Seine, not only in 
honour of the faint, but as an infult on the 
enemy, who beheld them from their poft on 
the other fide of the river. While thefe 
Iports were going on, towards the clofe of the 
day, it happened that fome priefts went up into 
the tower or fteeple of a church, where the 
alarm-bell was hungj and one of them look- 
ing out of the window of the tower, which 
commanded a full profpeft into the enemy*s 
camp, was amazed at the extraordinary quiet 
and filence which he obferved therein ; and 
this raifing fome fufpicion of a fecret defign 
againft the town, he carefully watched all 
their motions, till he perceived that prepara- 
tions were evidently making for an aflault*. 
He then called his companions, who immedi- 
ately rung the bell ; at the found of which 
all the citizens, haftily fnatching their arms, 
ran together to the walls; and the horfemen, 
returning, with the utmoft fpeed of their horfes^- 
Into the town, refumed their pofts. Some 
' moments more of delay would probal^ly have 

occafioned 
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occafioned the lofs of the city: for the enemy *s BOOK iv, 
troops, drawn together by private orders from aJd/utI/ 
their chiefs, without found of trumpet, or arty 
other loud fignal, had already paft thfe dkch, 
and the foremoft rank of them, unoppofed, / 
had by fcaling ladders mounted to the top of 
the wall ; but in that very inftant the brave 
citizens met them, and fighting hand to hand, 
killed, or threw down headlong into the ditch, 
thole who had firft gained the rampart : yet 
more continually mounting, a bloody conflift 
enfued ; till night forced the aflailants, whofe 
lofs of men was far greater than that of the 
befieged, to retire to their camp. Louis caft Neubngenfis;, 
all the blame of this perfidious proceeding on ^' "' ^* ^^' 
the earl of Flanders ; but whether he afted 
againfl: his own inclinations by the advice of 
that prince (as fome hiilorians fuppofe), or whe- 
ther, doubting of fuccefs by any other means, 
he had recoune to this fraud, his reputation 
fliflfered much, and the more, as his confd- 
ence had been thought to be ilriftcr in mat- 
ters of religion than in points of honour. The 
next day Henry came up, and paffing the 
Seihe by the bridge at the head of his army,' 
made his entry into Rouen in great military 
^^ip, amidft the joyful acclatnations of the. 
people of that city, and triumphant fhouts^of 
the* fbWiers, by whofe valour it had been fo 
^11 defended. His fuddfcn arrival, before iany Neubrigenfis, 
ih^elligence of his landing in Normandy had;^^%^*- 
. been Wbtight to the crietpy, whom the ill fiK-'coT"^io97! 
<^'fs tqf, their late unjuftifiabk attempt hadnot^ 
'- "^ 4 a little 
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a little dejcdcd, aftoniflicd ahd threw them 
into fuch a defpondency, that they feemed to 
have loft all theur courage. He, on the con- 
trary, full of confidence in the bravery of his 
troops, commanded the gate next to the ene- 
my's camp, which the citizens had walled up, 
to be opened, and fo much of the ditch oh that 
fide to be filled up and levelled, as that his ca- 
valry might pafs over it two hundred in front. 
While this was doing, his Welfli foot, whom 
he had fent out, a little before day-break, into 
a foreft, with orders to wait, under cover of 
the woods, for a convoy of forty waggons, 
loaded with wine and with viftuals, which he 
knew was expefted that morning from France, 
by the road of Neuchate], performed their bu- 
finefs fo well, that burfting fuddenly from their 
ambufli on the Ikirt of the foreft they deftroy- 
ed the whole convoy, after having put to flight 
a body of cavalry, by which it was efcorted. 
The confederates were two days in great want 
of provifions, before the end of which time the 
king of France and the earl of Flanders de* 
termined with all Ipeed to raife the fiege, not 
only on account of the prefent diftrels, but 
from a report whicli prevailed that the WeMh 
fo infefted all the woods near the city, as to 
hinder any fupplies being brought to it with 
fafety. On the thirteenth of Auguft they or- 
dered the whole train of their Ottering en- 
gines, which had coft them vaft fums, to be 
broken to pieces or burnt, that they might be 
1^0 impediment to their retreat : during which 
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Henry fallied from the gate he had opened, BOOK iv. 
at the head of his cavalry, to make an attack ^^^^^ / 
on the quarters of the king of France, hoping 
(as it feems) to have found the French uhpre* 
pared: but on his approach a ftrong bodyof 
their horfe came forth, having been ordered by 
Louis, from a prudent apprehenfion of fuch 
an affault, or intelligence given of it, to be 
ready in arms before liis camp. The conflict 
was fliarp : on the fide of the French ibme 
knights were taken prifoners, and fome woun- Brompton, 
ded, and twenty horfemen of an inferior de- ^ned^^/ 
gree were killed : but Henry, who had conn* Abbas, t. i. 
ted on furprifing the enemy, finding himfelf P' ^^" 
difappointed in that expeftation, thought pro- 
per to retire, left more troops fliould come up 
feom other parts of the camp. What lofs he 
fuftained we are not told ; but, as no notice 
is taken of it by thofe who mention this ac- 
tion, it probably muft have been fmall. 

The next day the confederates made their 
retreat in good order, having firft fent away 
all their fick and wounded men. The earl of 
Flanders, who was thought the ableft general 
among them, commanded the rear. Henry 
did not purfue them ; the forces he had with 
him there, though fufficient to fecure his prin- 
cipal objeft, the defence of the town, not be- 
ing able to face fo fuperior an army in the ^^^^^^* 
open field : hut a great number of arms, and 
fome parts of their heavy baggage, were left 
a booty to his Welfli and other irregular troops. 

Yof.. V. P Thus, 
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BOOK IV. Thus, with no fmall difhonour to the con- 
/i^^^'^^^ZT^ f^d^^^^ princes, on the twenty-fourth day of 
Auguft in the year eleven hundred and feven- 
ty-four, was Rouen delivered from a fiege, 
which to carry on with fucceis the utmoft 
efforts of France, and the two powerful earl- 
doms of Flanders and Boulogne, had been ex- 
erted in vain. The next morning the earl of 
Blois, and the archbifhop of Sens, came thi- 
ther as embafl&dors from the king of France, 
with overtures of a peace, and obtained of 
Henry that a conference between him and that 
monarch fliould be held at Gifors on the eighth 
of the enfuing September, for fettling the con- 
ditions. 
iltt^lf'" All the confederates, even thofe who had 
Diccto, col. been the incendiaries of the war» now deiired 
fi^' to end it; every enterprife they had formed, 

with confident hopes of fuccefs from an ap- 
parent and great fuperiority of ftrength, having 
been ttrangely defeated, by fuch a leries of ac- 
cidents favourable to Henry, that the immedi- 
ate hand of God feemed to fhew itfelf in fup- 
porting and maintaining his caufe. The earl 
of Flanders, whofe confcience had been (harp- 
ly ftung the laft year, upon the death of hx$ 
brother, Matthew earl of Boulc^e, with a 
fenfe of his own guilt in this unnatural quar- 
rel, was now ftruck with a greater dread of 
the vengeance impending on perfeverance in 
that guilt. For, his youngeft brother, namqd 
Peter, who, after the lofs of the elder, had, 
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at his entreaty, refigned the archbilhoprick of ^^^k: iv. 
Cambray for the earldom of Boulogne, was ^OdTT^jI^ 
dangeroufly wounded at the liege of Rouen, Benedia. 
which more afflifted this prince, as, having ^^|^ p' .^^ 
iio child himfelf, and not expefting to have ' * * * 
any, he intended to make him his heir in the 
earldom of Flanders and all his other domi- , 
nions. It was therefore his wifh to extlnguifli 
thefe deftruftive fires of difcord, which he 
feared would at length con fume all thofe who 
had either kindled or fed them for the pur- 
pofes of their own unjuftifiable ambition. The 
only doubt was, whether Henry fliould con* 
fent to make a peace, when his revenge and 
his glory feemed equally to demand the con- 
tinuance of the war againft enemies difappoint- 
ed in all their undertakings. But no advan- 
tage which triumphs over them could give 
was of fb much importance to the happi- 
nefs of his life, or the welfare of his realm, 
as recovering his children out of their hands, 
and reclaiming them from the errors into which 
their inexperienced youth had been drawn, 
by having them again under his own tuition. 
It was alfo evident, that the friendlhip and 
favolir of the pope, very neceflary to him in 
the prefent conjundure, might be loft by his 
making an offenfive war againft Louis, from 
ambitibus or vindiftive views alone, when that 
king, to whom Alexander owed much regard, 
no longer abetted the revolt of his fons, for 
the fuppreffing of which, and not for the en- 
larging of the bounds of his empire, he had 
P z alked 
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BOOK IV. afked affiftance from Rome. Nor could he be 
^i^uXnl^ ^^^^ ^^^^ thofe princes, whofe great forces ho 
had baffled, but not fubducd, might not de- 
fend their own territories with more fpirit and 
fortune than they had attacked his, if com- 
pelled to exert the utmoft ftretch of their 
power, for felf-prefervation. He therefore 
came with fuch moderate and pacifick difpofi- 
tions to a conference with Louis,^ that the fuf- 
Benedia. penfion of arms between him and all the con- 
Hoveden, federates, except his fon Richard, was pro- 
longed from the eighth to the twenty-ninth 
of September, on which day another conference 
was appointed to be held, for the final con- 
clufion of the peace then agreed to, at a place 
between Tours and Amboife. In the mean 
time permiffion was given to Henry to make 
war againft Richard, who, having gained the 
pofleffion of certain caftles in Poitou while the 
French befieged Rouen, lingly refufed to ac- 
cept the conditions propefed. The other con- 
federates fwore that they would not affifl: him, 
and ftriftly obferved their engagement ; fo that 
helplefs, and flying, with a few of his barons, 
from one retreat to another, as Henry ap- 
proached with his- army, he was foon con-; 
ftraincd, notwithflanding the flubborn pride 
of his mind and the intrepidity rf his heart, 
to fubmit without referve to the mercy of that 
Hoveden, king. On the twenty-firft of September he 
pars lu threw himfclf weeping at the feet of his father, 
and implored his forgivenefs. Henry raifed 
him from the earth, and took him to his bo- 
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fom, with the kindeft marks of paternal ten- BOOK iv. 
dernefs and afFedJjtMi. They went together to^. D.M74. 
the place appointed for the conference with the 
king of France, at which likewife were pre- 
fent the two brothers of Richard, Henry and 
Geoffry Plantagenet, and all the greater vaf- 
ials of the French crown, except the earl of 
Flanders. 

It was there agreed, that the princes, Henry, v.Rymer's 
Richard, and Geoflfry, fliould return to their s^, iraiirm * 
^iher, and to the obedience they owed to him the Appendix 
as their fovereign, being freed themfelves, and ^"^ ^^^^ ^°^^ 
freeing all his barons and vaffals engaged with 
them in rebellion, from all oaths or covenants 
by which tiiey had been bound againft their 
allegiance, to which and to their homage the 
faid barons and vafials, thus ablblved, fhould 
return. A reftitution of lands and cables, 
as they had been held fifteen days before the 
rebeliion, was to bemade on both fides. Henry 
theeld^r bound himself to remit his difplea- 
fure againft the barons who bad iallen off 
fix>m him, fo as to do them po hurt on that 
account, while they fliould continue to ferv^ 
him faithfully as their liege lord. In like 
manner the young Henry remitted his dif- 
pleafure againft all thofe, as well of the clergy 
as of the laity, who had taken part with his 
fatjier; and gave his oath to that prince, that 
he would do them no hurt either in their per- 
fons or goods, nor procure any to be done to 
them on that account, fo long as he fliould 
live. Two caftles in Normandy, at thechoice 
P3 of 
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BOOK IV. of bis father, and a yearly revenue of fifteen 
^]J5rTr^i: '^^^^^^^ pounds in Angevin money, were 
to be given to bim ; and to Ricbard two 
places, fit for bis reception, in the province 
of Poitou, but fuch as would not enable 
him to do his father any mifchief, with half 
the revenues of that province in money. Half 
of thofe which Geoffry claimed to enjoy in 
Bretagne, by virtue of the marriage agreed 
upon between him and the daughter of Co- 
nan, were granted to him in prelent, and the 
reft was promifed, as foon as, conformably to 
the will of her father, that marriage (hould 
be celebrated, with the confent of the pope. 
The prifoners who had made a compofitiori 
with the king before the peace, namely the 
king of Scotland and the carls of Leicefter 
and of Chefter, and Radulph de Fougeres, with 
the hoftages they had given, and thofe of 
other captives which the king had before re- 
ceived, were not to be included in the prefent 
convention. All other prifoners on both fides 
were to be fet at liberty ; but the king was 
impowercd to take hoftages, at his will, from 
thofe who were able to give them, and from 
others the fecurity of their own oaths and the 
oaths of their friends. The caftles in the king's 
: territories, which had been fortified or re- 
paired fince the beginning of the war, were 
to be put, at his pleafure, into the ftate they 
were in before the war. The young Henry, 
on his part, engaged himfelf to his father, that 
he would confirm and eftablifh all the grants 
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of crown-lkuds which his father/ had made or BOO K- iv. 
fliould make for charitable ufes, or to his vaf- A.D/H74. 
fals for their fer vices performed to him ; and 
particularly that which he he had made to 
prince John, .his youngcft fon, coniifting 
of three thoufand pounds per annum in 
England, Normandy, and Anjou; of two 
caftles in England with all their appurtenances, 
two in Normandy, one in Anjou, one in 
Maine, and one in Touramc. The king, out 
of afFeftion to his eldeft fon Henry (as the 
words of the treaty exprefs it) remitted to 
thofe who, in any of his territories, had gone 
from him to that prince, the forfeitures they 
had incurred, and permitted them to return in 
peace, without being ^nfwerable for the goods 
or chattels they had carried off with them ; but 
for murder, treafon, or maiming, they were to 
anfwer according to the law and cuftom of 
the realm. As for thofe. who had fled for any 
offence before the war, and come into the fer- 
vice of his fon, he likewife allowed them to 
return in peace, giving pledges to ftand to the 
judgement of the law concerning fi>ch mat- 
ters, antecedent to the war, as fhouldbc laid 
to their charge. Thofe who had been im- 
pleaded before they went to his fon might re- 
turn, but their caufes were to be in the fame 
fituation as before their departure. 

The young King Henry gave fecurity to 

his father, that he, on his j»rt, would firmly 

keep this convention ; and Jt was alfo given 

jointly by him and his two brothers, that they 
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BOOK IV. would never, againft their father*s will and 
^^[■^^'JTr^^good pleafupe, demand of him more than he 
bad now granted to them, as^ here prefcribed 
and determined, nor ever wididtaw from him 
their perfons or their fervices. Richard and 
GeofFry did him homage for what he had 
granted to them ; and his eldeft fon, Henry, 
would likewife have done it; but on account 
of the royal dignity conferccd on that prince 
he refufed to i-eceive it, only taking from hini 
fureties. 

This homage was not offered far the king- 
dom of England; the royal <Kgnity of this 
prince, though fubordiijate to his father's, 
being not of a feudal nature ; but it was on ac- 
count of the territories in France given to hini 
by his fether, whofe foperiofity m thofe iiefe 
be w^ild thus have acknowledged ; as his bro- 
thers had done in theirs ; concerning which I 
^all have occafton to fpeak more particularly 
hereafter. 

Neither Louis nor the earls of Flanders 
and Boulogne are named i^ this convention, 
becaufe, having taken arms as auxiliaries to 
Henry*s fons in the war, they had nothing to 
fettle with him, except what related to the 
compafts with thofe princes, which this con- 
vention annulled ; and becaufe he deiired that 
the favours, conferred thereby on his fons, 
and the pardon granted to his rebellious fub- 
je&s, fhouM ^ot appear to have been gained 
through any intervention of foreign powers, 

but 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF KiKG HENRY^ IL 217 

but Ihould be received as effedis of his own BOOK iv. 
free grace. aTdTT^ 

The lands and caftlcs, which the carl of 
Flanders had taken in Normandy, and held, 
not for himfelf, but for his confederate, the 
young king of England, were among the re- 
ftitutions here agreed to be made. On the 
other fide, in purfuance of the above recited 
convendan, no fewer than nine hundred and 
-fixty-nine captive knights were freed by Henry 
without ranfom : nor of thofe prifoners who 
Avere excluded from the benefit of that treaty 
was any one piit to death, or condemned to 
fuffer in his limbs, his liberty, or his fortune : 
aa inftance of mercy to which no parallel can , 
be found in the whole hifiiory of mankind ! 

The queftibn fe, vehether it did not ex- 
tend too far? becaufe, though the youth of 
the three offending princes excufed their guilt, 
and natural affcftion pleaded for them in the 
heart of their father, yet thofe by whofecoun- 
fels they were inftigated to fuch an atrocious 
rebellion might v^efl have been thought proper 
vidims to the juftice of the crown, for the 
fafety of the king, and tranqtiillity of the 
kingdom. But Henry confidered, that if he 
punifiied th'efe traitors with the rigour due 
to their crime, all his moft faithful fub^ 
jefts, who had ferved him befl: in this war, 
would be expofed, at his death, to the ven- 
geance of his fucceflbr, and of his two youngeip 
fons, in their refpeftive dominions. Even 
during his life many accidents might put it in 
the power of thofe princes, if provoked by 
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BOOK IV. fevcrities againft their adherents, to revenge 
A. D.u 74. themfelves in this manner. He therefore ge- 
neroufly preferred the future fecurity of his 
friends to the many reafons of policy which 
might otherwife have oppofed fo unlrmitcd a 
pardon, and to his own juft re-fentmcnts. 
When this refolution was taken, which ne- 
ceffarily obliged him to fpare the moft guilty, 
'he could ndt equitably proceed with more fe- 
verity againft thofe who lefs deferved his dif- 
pleafure. . : 

As for Queen Eleanor, it appears, that he 
did not fuffer lier hame to be mentioned in 
this treaty; but; kept her in. prifbn at his own 
difcretion. Yet, provoked as he was, he fek 
that (he alfo had received feme provoca- 
tions from his infidelity to her bed, and would 
not call her to a ftrift account of her conduiS, 
,nor fubjeft her (as it was in his power to do, 
and as a prince of kfs hunjanity, thus offended, 
would have done) to thq rigour of the laws 
againii high treafon. i 

In his proceedings with the captive king of 
Scotland the fame fpirit of lenity direfted his 
counfels, but not without that regard to the 
interefts of his kingdom, which policy feemcd 
to demand, and jultice certainly aqthorifed, 
as things then fl^ood. The^ moft natural and 
moft reaforlable objeft of ambition for a great 
king of England muft have been the fubjec- 
»ting to the lovereigjtity of his crown the whole 
ifland of Britain. A fair opportunity now 
prcfented itfelf to obtain that advantage with 
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the confent of the Scots, by making it the book iv. 
price of the liberty of their fovereign, who ^J^DTiiTir 
was abandoned by all his confederates and 
Sjlies} who, as a vaflal to Henry for fbme 
territories held by /ealty and homage, was 
guilty of high treafon ; whofe life was in the 
power of that offended monarch, and whofe 
kingdom was in great; and imminent danger 
of being jdeftroyed by his fuperior forces, with 
the concurrence of its own rebellious fubjefts, 
the favage Galwegians.,. For thefe barbarians, 
who had done fo much mifchief in England 
under the orders of William, before his mif- Benedia, 
fortune, had now revoked againft him, had^. p' 
expelled all his officers out of their country, 
had fallen and deftroyed all his caftles and 
fortreffes there, and put the gai'rifons to the 
iword. Scotland itfelf was a fcene of aaarchy Neubrigen&i 
and of bipod ; the Scotch army, in returning ^' "' ^'^^ 
out of North umbeyland, having maffacfed all 
the Englifii who ferved among them or dwelled 
.within . thrir borders.. Of thefe the , number 
was great; for we are told by a good con^ ' 
temporary hiftoriai!i, that; the towns and burghs Ibidenu 
of the Lowlands were chiefly inhabited by 
men of tbait nation, whom the kings of Scot- 
land had drawn thither and fettled therein, 
under tt^eir fpecial profe<Sion. A national 
.hatred againfl them, which the royal autho- 
rity had reftrained, being now freed from that 
.curb, broke forth with luch fury, that none 
efcaped from it, except thofe who had the 
fortune to get into fome caftle, pr /fortifi- 
ed city, belonging to the crown. In this 
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BOOK iV- diftraifted condition the kingdom appeared in- 
^p/,,y^ caf^ble of defence, if Heflry (hould attack ir, 
after all his other enemies were entirely fub- 
dued. To redeem therefore themfelyes and 
the whole ftate from ruirt, as well as their fo- 
velreigii from captivity, the Scotch nobles and 
prelates were willing to give up the ancient in- 
dependence crf'thc crown of Scotland, and fub- 
jeft it to that of England, which Hetory re- 
Diceto, col. quired, as the fole eondition-^f peace. Many 
^ ^* 4)f thefe were admitted to confer with their 

king in the caftle of Palalfe, to which he had 
been removed frcmi that of Caen ; and a great 
council of them a<^mbkd, on the eighth erf" 
December, at Valogdein the Cotentin, a pro^ 
vince of Normandy,- where they advifed nim 
to conclude a final agreemeitt with Henry on 
the terms before fettled betvreen him and that 
prince. This was executed m a fubfequent nieeli- 
Jy^^^ ^°^"ingof both kings, at the caftle of Falaife, as 
See aifo the appears by a Written declaration made thfere. 
Appendix to which tiotifies that liege homage, without any re- 
thw Book. £^^^ ^^ exception, had been done to Henry, king 
of England, by William, king of Scotland, ^or 
tbat kingdom^ jand for all his other dominions ; 
William having, at the fame time, fworn fealty 
to Henry, as to his liege lord, in like manner as 
iotber vaffals ufe to do to their prince ; and that 
-homisige had' alfo been done and fealty fwom 
by William to the young king of England^ 
favihg the fealty due to the king his Wther. 
It was further agreed, that all the bifliopd, 
abbots/ and others of the clergy; in the terri- 
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tones of the kbg pf Scotland, from whpm ^^oOK iv. 
Henry fhould defire to receive liegei homage, a, d. "i 1 74. 
fhould do it to him in fuck niaoner as it wa$ 
ufually done by othpr. bifhops to their prince, 
and likewife to the king his £)n, and th^ heirs 
of both; Moreover, the king of Scotland, and 
DaVid, his brother, and the earls and barons 
of Scotland, and other vaflals of that king, 
granted to Henry, their lord, that the church 
of Scotland fhould thcnceforwards pay that 
obedience to the church of England, which 
was due to it, and had been ufually paid in 
the times of his royal predeceflbrs : to which 
conceffions fbme Scotch prelates, who were 
then prefent, agreed, and the abfent clergy of 
that nation were bound to agree, in virtue 
of this convention. Liege homage was to be 
done and fealty fworn to Henry, without re- 
ferve or exception, by all the earls and barons 
of the territories of the king of Scotland, from 
whom Henry (hould dcfire it, in the fame 
manner as by his other vaflals ; and alfo to his 
fon, the young king, and to the heirs of that 
prince, faving the fealty due to his father. 
The heirs of the king of Scotland, and the 
heurs of his earls, barons, and teqants in chief, 
were likewife obliged to render liege homage 
to the heirs of the king of England. Fugi- 
tives from England for felony were not to be 
harboured in Scotland, but to be delivered up 
to the king's officers of juftice, unlefs they 
would return to take their trial in his court : 
^)ut fugitives from Scotland for the like offence 
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BOOK IV. might bf tried in the court of either king, and 
^^'^^^[^"refufing to ftand to the judgement of either 
were to be delivered back to the officers of the 
king of Scotland. The vaflals of each king 
were to enjOy the lands which they held, or 
claimed to hold, under the other. As a fe- 
curity for the entire performance of all thcfe 
articles, it was agreed that the caftles of Ber- 
wick, Roxburgh, Jedburgh, Edinburgh, and 
Sterling, fhould be delivered to Henry by the 
king of Scotland, and this prince was to bear 
the charge of their cuftody, as rated by Henry. 
He alfo gave to that king his brother David; 
,(^s a hoftagc for the delivery of the caftles, 
' and twenty more of the chief nobility of his 
realm, among whom were his conftable, his 
chancellor, and four earls; but Henry per- 
mitted them all, except the king's brother, to 
fubftitute their fons, or next heirs, inftead of 
their own perfons, as hoftages to him; and 
when the caftles ihould be put into his hands 
thefe were to be freed, together with the king 
and his brother. Security was given to Henry 
by the king and his barons there prefent, that 
they would do all in their power to procure 
from thofe who were abfent the fame acknow- 
ledgements of his fovercignty as he had re- 
ceived from themfelves. It was alfo ftipulated 
that hoftages fhould be delivered to him by 
thofe of the abfent vaftals of William, from 
whom he fhould chufe to demand them. And 
the bifhops, earls, barons, and other vaflals of 
William, engaged themfelves to Henry, and to 
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the young king his fon, that, if Wimam,BOOK iv. 
upon any pretence whatfoever, fhould recede ^^^Tin^ 
from this convention and from his fealty to 
thofe princes, they would ftand by Henry, 
as their Kege lord, againft him and againft all 
the enemies of that king 5 and the bifhops 
would put the territories of William under 
an interdift till he fhould return to his fealty* 
Among the witneflfes to this declaration were 
the two princes Richard and Geoffry Plan- 
tagenet. 

The feudal fubjeftion of Scotland to the 
crown of England being thus fettled and fer 
cured> the whole. attention of Henry was em- 
ployed for fbme time on his affairs in France. 
The demolition of the cafiles built or forti- BenedlvSb 
fied by the rebels in his territories there was-^l>^^» 
his firfl objeft, being of no finall importance 'j' ^^^J| 
to the future obedience and tranquillity of thofe ann. 1175. 
countries. In>Anjou he himfelf fuperviied the 
execution of this part of the agreement he 
had made with his fons ; but in Poitou and 
Bretagne he committed it to Richard and Geof- 
fry Plantagcnet, that he might appear to con- 
fide in their return to their duty, and that he 
might make them his minifters in reducing 
the power of the lords of thofe caflles, by 
whom they had been aided in their revolt 
againft him* At the fame time, he took care, 
that his own fortrefles in thofe parts fhould 
be put ioto a better flate of defence, and 
ftrpngly garrifoned with fuch men as he could 
truft* On the feafl of St. Matthew, in the 
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BOOK IV. year eleven hjundred artd feventy-five, he and 
A.D.U7P eldeft fon had an amicable conference with 

the king of France at Gifors^ where, . intend- 
ing foon afterwards to return into England, 
they took leave c£ that prihce; bnti Henry 
Benedia. finding it neceflary to go firft into Anjon^ his 
mf 'j^pra. ^^ ^"^^^ ^^^ ^* Rouen, where fcverd mefien-* 
gers came to him from Lduis, exhorting him 
not to venture to go into England with the 
king, his father, who, as foon ^ he (hould 
have him in his power there, would confine 
V. Diccto him in a prifon. This fufpicion was grounded 
^^%^^^ on fome things he had done bffenfive to his 
Benedia. father (ince the reconciliation! and on that mo-» 
Abbas, ut fu- narch's refufil to accept his homage, as well 
^^ * . as that of his brothers. So much was he ter- 

rified by thefe repeated advices, that, when 
his father returned from Anjou into Nor- 
mandy, and fent orders to him to come to 
Caen, from whence they were to go and take 
ihipping at Barfleur for their voyage to Eng-» 
land, he refufcd to obey. 

Henry, informed of the reafons which pro- 
duced this reluctance, aiTured him, by many 
gracious meiTages to him, that he had nothing 
to fear. Thus encouraged, and defiring, by 
extraordinary afts ,of humiliation, to con- 
D'ccto, ut yince his father of the truth of his rcpen-* 
fupra. tance, he went to him at the caftle of Burc 

near Caen, and throwing himfelf at his 
feet, in the preience of mariy nobles ci Nor- 
mandy and of England, with a great efiu- 
fion of tears, implored his forgivenefs of all 
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be had done to. ofiend htm. before the War,' BOOK iv. 
in the war, or. after the war^ andmoft earneft- ^TdTiT; c, 
ly begged, that, as his father and lord^ he 
would receive from, him homage and an oath 
of all^iance; adding, that till he permitted 
bim, as he had done his two brothers, at their 
humble r«jueft, to give him thefe pledges of 
future loyalty, he (hould never believe his 
indignation againft him entirely removed. 

Henry, touched with this mark of his filial 
piety and contrition, aflented to his defire ; 
and tliereupon he did hom^e, and not only 
took the oath pf allegiance, but fwore, that 
he would be guided, in the whole ordering 
of his houfehold and. all his other affairs, by 
the counfels of his father, and as long as he 
lived would do no harm to thoje va£als^ who had 
ftrved bis father in this war^ on account of 
that ferviccj but would honour and promote 
them^ as men who had hqen faithful^ both to 
that king and to him. For the performance 
of thefe fpontaneous promifes, the Archbifhop 
of Rouen, William 2e Mandeville earl of El-^ 
fex, and other barons there prefent, took on 
themfelves to be furcties ; and he propofed to 
add to them the king of France; the earl of 
Flanders, the earls of Champagne arid of 
Bloi$, his brothers, Richard and Geoffry, the 
archbifliops of Canterbury and York, and all 
the other fpiritual and teriiporal lords on both 
fides of the channel, under this condition, that, 
in cafe, of hia. violating the above-mentioned 
engagements, they flxould unanimoufly (land 

VouV, Q by 



Digitized by 



Google 



A.D. 1 1 75* 



2i6 HISTORY OF THR LIFE 

BOOK IV. by his father againft him, and give bim n& 
^ ^^ ^aid, nor advice, e>^cept to exhbrt MtA to re- 
turn to his father. . 

From ail this it appe^r§, that mitch (diftru^: 
had .attended their formej* reconciliatlpn, p3r- 
ticnlarly with delation to that grea't point, 
which Henry had moft at Heait,^ tht fectirit^ 
of his friends from the vengeancfc of his -fon 
when he himfelf fliould be lio nlo^ej c^ bpt, aU 
jealoufy being now removed oh ,both fides, h^ 
fent him to Louis, in order to iatisfy that Iting^ 
his father-in-law, that he woold'-be ihV i^ 
danger by going to Englanid; and^^ that coiir 
fidence would henceforth be perfeiftlyi^^ 
blifhed between the Englifll and French 
courts. ; 

On his return from this vifit^ hie and his 
father celebrated, in happy concord, tog^thef , 
the feftival of Eafter, at Cherbdurg, and af^^t- 
wards went to Caen, where the earl gf Fj^n- 
ders defired an interview withrfi^m. ; 

This prince, whofe mind Was agitktf d with 
a tormenting remorfe, on account of the war 
he had made againft Henry, In oirder to ex^ 
piate that crime, and atope for the btoodf'of 
many of his own fubjcdsi unjufUy ipilt iii Ws 
quarrel, had taken the crols on GoodLFriday, 
and propofed to fet out, at the beginning of 
fummer, on his journey to the Htjly Land, 
accompanied by his brother, whofe wound was 
now healed, and by. many of his fubjei^s; but he 
thought it neceflary firft to wait bporf' Henry, 
and renew with him that league o2f friendChip 

. . and 
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^nd^lliance,li^hich his confcknc^ reproached ^^^^^ i^* 
hiiri for havTng perfidioufly and ungratefvilly a.d. uyr/ 
broken. : iji this meeting he gave up to Hqiry Hoveden, 
the' cbaxtj^iV containing a grant of the royal ^^"^^^^^* 
c^itle o^-j^over , .and tlje . earldom of Keijt, pr^. 
i^^^^jm^ made to him by the young 

Kij^g of England, 9od releafed tliat prince from 
jfis oa^|i to^fulfil this engagement: in return 
ir whif h the |wo kings confirmed to him the 
Jt^:^1^5^f^^ formerly granted by the trea- 
^OT tMypar eleven hundred and fixty-feven. 
Tnis'jbeipg done, Jthey went from Caen to 
Biflleiir/ ana enu)arking there {ailed to Portf- 
mpyt^, where, to the infinite joy of all their 
gdoS fubjeds, they landed together upon the 
ninth of May, in the year eleven hundred and Diceto^ c©!, 
fev^nty-five, and, for fome time afterwards, ^^i' 
diiii^d to^btbqr, f very day, at the fa^ie table, 
and lay, e^'1fe|•y pight, in the fame bed. 
* L)n the elg^teej^h of May the archbifhog 
of ,C^nterhury convened, with their confent, Gervafe. 
a i^nod oit" die prelates and clergy of his pro- ^^bat^^' 
vince, which made ftveral canons ; the.,moft 
important of which I fhall mention hereafter, 
m treating ^ai:t^^»larJy of ecclefiaftical matters* 
Tb^.'Wpre ^confirmed in a parliament aflem- 
bled at Wciimi^iflciv oq the ^twentieth of May, Diceto, col. 
ip whic^ tvas read, in the prefence of the toyal 586- 
fe|er aga^/oa, a notifip^tion of what had pai^ S^^S^alx 
fed at pwGj^pw^cn thofe two pnnces, which to this Book. 
h^ad^^m Ic'i^TjIftb England by a letter frqm 
liiijfY^^^ that meeting; and, on 

the lame day, all the fpiritual and temporaf 
Q z barons 
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BOOK IV- barpns became furetles for his fon, that, he 
^^J^TiTt^T fl^ould perform all the promifes made at tha^ 
time : fo careful was Henry to bind thofe co- 
venants on this prince as firmly as he could, 
and fo defirous to publifli and authenticate a 
tranfaftion, every article of which he thought 
of great moment to the peace of the realm : 

From London the two kings went to Can- 
terbury On a pilgrimage to Becket's tomb. 
The coincidence of the king of Scotland's cap- 
tivity with the time when penance had been 
pubiickly done, in that place, by Henry the 
elder, had exceedingly raifed the credit of thii^ 
new faint, to whole powerful interceflSon that 
unhoped-for event was generally afcribed. The 
monks faid, that the friend/hip between thefa^ 
vouriteand the monarch was rene^uDed^ and that 
Becket ivas become the tutelary faint of his 
gcrvafc, penitent majier. Henry deemed it expedient 
to countenance this opinion, and therefore 
chofe to return his thanks to God, for the 
happy end of the war, at the fepulchre of 
that prelate ; which having performed, he re- 
turned to the affairs of his kiixdom. 
Benedia. Dufing the courfe of this year many caftlcs 

Abbas, belonging to the rebel barons in England were 
levelled to the ground or difmantled; and 
the tower of Briftol, from which, during the 
late civil war, the earl of Gloceller had ex- 
pelled a garrifon of the king, to put it into 
the cuftody of his own vaffals, was reftored to 
the crown by that lord, who thus flopped 
' * the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. 229 

the proceedings commenced againft him by BOOKR^. 
Henry, to recover the right which he, it feems, a. D.U75. 
had difputed. 

Thui ended this rebellion, the firft and laft 
ever raifed in the kingdom of England with- 
out fome difpute on the title of the king to 
the crown, or fome difference of religion, or 
the pretence of fome grievance injurious to par- 
ticulars or hurtful to the publick. Yet, ill 
founded as it was, it fhook the throne ! But . 
Divine Providence fo aflifted the rightful* caufe 
of the king, that his enemies fell Before him 
almoft without human means, and their malice 
only ferved to make his virtues more confpi- 
duoiis, and his power more extenfive. The 
worft effeft of the war was' the emptying of his 
coffers ; and, there being no confifcations to re- 
pair this lofs, he took a method of doing it, con- 
liftent indeed with the amnefty he had granted, 
but not, I think, with his honour^ Great de- 
ftruftion had been made of the game in his 
forefts, during the late troubles ; not only the 
rebels, but all who bordered thereupon, having 
bunted therein, without reftraint. For this 
offence he now called almoft all the nobility, Bencdia. 
and many of all the inferior orders of men, t.i/p. 112. 
to a ftrift account in his court. They pleaded 
a general liberty granted, in the diforder of 
tfeofe times, by the regent of the kingdom, 
to hunt in the king's forefts. Such an indul- 
gence much exceeded the favour which Henry 
Uad really done to his people, by having, from 
Q3 ^hc 
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POOKIV. the firft beginning of his reign, {o relaxed the 
^Pp^^'^JZT^ k^^^ foreft laws, that no offences 

againft them were punifhed, as before, by lofs 
pf life or of members, but only by amerce- 
ments. It was enough to adhere to that hu- 
mane mitigation, with fome abatement of the 
mulfts : nor could it eafily be fuppofed that 
his fondnefs for hunting, which was one of his 
ftrongeft paflions, would permit him to do 
AKvf^^*^' more. Neverthelefs fome contemporary wrl-^ 
ut fuprs. t^^s afBrm, that Richard de Lucy, the regent, 
Hpv^den, for his own juftification, and in defence of all 
thofe to whom he had given fo extraordinary 
a licence, produced to Henry an order, fent 
to him by that monarch during the rebellion, 
which commanded him to throw open all the 
forefts in England, and fuffer the deer to be 
taken. They add too, that he was ordered 
/- — . to deftroy the royal fifh-ponds, and give the 
people the fi(h. It is more credible, that he 
thought, it w^s prudent to wink at the viola- 
tion of the laws for preferving the king's game, 
while the fafety of the realm itfelf was at 
ftake ; and that in thofe circumftances Henry 
bad approved of his condu£t : but fuch a con- 
nivance laid no reftraint on that prince from 
profecuting thofe who had trefpafled in this 
manner, at any other time, if he fliould in- 
cline fo to do. Yet he would have afted more 
fuitably to the generofity and magnanimity of 
his former proceedings, if, forbidding the con- 
tinuance of this licentioufnefs for the future, 
be had for^ven the paft^ and not difturbed, 

hy 
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by the general vexation and terror of thefe BOOK iv. 
linexpefted profecuiions, the tranquillity of his^^Tiiy^. 
kingdom^ which in greater matters he had done 
lb mudi to eftablirii* He did not, indeed, 
violate his aft of grace to the rebels by bring- v 
ing agaiiift them this charge, beeaufe it did 
not relate to the treafons there pardoned, and 
beeaufe he proceeded with equal feverity agaihft 
many loyal fubjefts, accufed. of the fame of- 
fence. But thefe^ whofe fidelity had entitled 
them to all' the favour of the crown, thought 
t4ieir fervices ill requited^ when they found them- 
ielves thus confounded, as delinquents againft 
it, with the moft notorious traitors ; and much 
of the gratitude, which the clemency (hewn 
to the latter would have naturally produced, 
was loft by their fuffering difquiet and damage 
for lighter mifdemeanors. The method of pror 
ceeding was alfo extremely odious, if we may 
believe an hiftorian of confiderable authority I>iceta 
who lived in thofe times ; it being carried on 
(as he fays) by a general inquifitioa made upon 
oath, before the king or his juftices, BndJbeat'- 
fay evidence being taken. Even niaking fome 
allowances for exaggerated reports, it muft 
ftill appear an ill-judged, impolitick aft ; and, 
fijppofing it done notwithftanding a permiflion 
accorded by Henry, it would deferve a worfe 
cenfure; as there can be nothing more dif- 
honourable to the charafter of a king thati 
laying fnares for his fubjefts, to extort money 
from them, and turning the laws into engines 
of opprcffion. Henry was not without fear of 

Q 4 fome 
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BOOK lV* fomc danger to his perfon from the rcfent- 

A.D. 1 1 75. ment it caiifed, or from other grounds oPfirf- 

picion, not fo publickly known : for, in a 

council which he held, about Midfummer, at 

Bcnedia. #Woodftock, he iffued a proclamation forbid'- 

^^'*^* ding all who had joined in the rebcUioh ^inft 

him to come to his court or great cowncil, 

tmlefs particularly fummoned; and likewifc 

ordered, that none ihould ftay in his court 

after funfet, or come into it before funrifing, 

or go atmed with bows and arrows, or fliarp- 

pointed knives, in any part of the realm on 

the Englifh fide of the Severn. But thefe or* 

dinances did not long remain in force. 

While the king was at Woodftock, four 
knights, accufed of having murdered one of his 
forefters, and fome accomplices in their crime, 
were brought prifoners to him, and foon after- 
wards were condemned and hanged at Litch* 
field. One may prefume, that the caufe of 
their committing this outrage was the forefter'* 
oppofitibn to that liberty of hunting in the 
king's woods, fo generally taken for fome time 
paft. 
Bcnedia, Gn the twenty-ninth day of June the king 

B^(M^'toii ^^^ Henry his fon held at Glocefter a great 
council, for the fettliiig of the peace of South 
Wales and the borders. 
WdihChron. The commotions occafionedby taking from 
Jorwerth Caerleon upon Ulke» arid by one of 
his fons having been killed by tlie Engl(ih in 
the manner before rekted, had been <fFe^ually 
ilopt, in the year eleven hundred -and fcventy^ 

two. 
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two, by the commiffion of chief juftice over afl^^^K^ iv. 
South Wales, which Rhees ap Gryffyth had ^.d/h 7c/ 
then received from Henry, and which he exer* 
cifed with great prudence and witfe a laudable 
fidelity towards that prince. But, when he, 
was drawn away, in the year eleven hundred 
jind feventy-four, to ferve in Englatldagainft 
the earl of Derby, Caerleon upon Ulke, which ,- 
the Englifh had rebuilt, was retaken i>y Jor- 
werth; and the caftle, which for want of bat- 
terilig engines he could not take, was alfo 
yielded to him, in exchange for the prifoners 
he had mafde in the town; Yet, the next year, 
fhty were both recovered by the Englifti ; and 
Rhees ap GryfFyth, returning into Wales from 
the fiege of Tutbury caftle, perfuaded Jor- 
werth and all the chief men elf his family to 
go with him to Glocefter, and mak^ their fub- 
rniilions to Henry, in confidence of a pardon 
ibr all former offences, to be obtained of that 
king through his mediation. This could not 
be refufed to an intercJeflbr whofe conduft, 
both in Wales and in England, had been fo 
meritorious ; nor could Henry himfelf think, 
that the tefentment which Jorwerth and his 
family had fhewnfor the death of his fon, all 
d^Gumftances confidered, was without fome 
foundation. He tlierefore pardoned them all, 
and, to render his grace more compleat, re- 
ared to Jorwerth Caerleon, receiving homage 
from him, and from the other Welfh lords who 
accompanied him to this council, fome of whom 
were near kinfmen, either in blood or by mar- 
^ riage, 
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BOOK iV-riage, tx^ Rhees ap'Gryffyth, What caufe 

jCiTTnJ^ ^^^^^ ^^^' ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^"^ renewed their 

allegiance to the crown of England, for any* 

/ apprehenfion of new diforders in Wales, the 

hiftories of thofe times do not explain: but 

Henry deemed it a prudent, if not a neceflary 

Bciictta. caution, to confederate together all his vaflals 

Br^^on. prefent there, both Englifh and Welfli, m an 

extraordinary manner, by making them fwear, 

that if any one of them fliould be attacked by 

any other potentate in Wales, all the reft 

. would unite in his defence. 

Part of the month of July was fpent by the 
king at Nottingham, in impleading a great 
number of the inhabitants of that county and 
the circunnacent parts, for having hunted his 
deer; and from thence he went to York, where, 
on the tenth day of Auguft, he was attended 
by the king of Scotland, who brought thither 
with him all the bifliopg, earls, barons, knights, 
and freeholders of his realm, from the greateft 
to the leaft, in order to their doing, together 
with himfelf, and earl David, his brother, li^e 
homage to Henry, according to the articles of 
the treaty of peace concluded at Falaife. The 
caftles demanded, asfecuritics for the full exe- 
cution thereof, had been delivered to perfons 
appointed by Henry to take the cuftody of 
them, before this time; and thereupon the 
Scotch king, with all the hoftages he had 
given, among whom was his brother David, 
the prefumptive heir of his kingdom, had been 
iet free« In this 9^mbly at York tlie con*- 

vention 



Digitized by 



Google 



t jop: JCijNxj HE N R Y II. 235 

veqtipntpf Falaifc \vas pyblickly read ^nd con* BOO K iv> 
firmed ; the feals of the king of Scotland ^^^a.D.\ijs* 
of the prince before-named being fet to it, in 
prefence of the eftates of both kingdoms ; and 
the feudal adls there required, with all the fur- 
ther fecurities of oaths and pledges mentioned in 
it, being compleatly performed, Thefe confti- 
tuted as valid and bmding a furrender of the 
fovereignty of Scotland and all its members to 
England, as pofiibly could be made : and thus 
Henry became thejirji king oj all Britain ; the 
princes of Wales having been fubjefted before, 
by liege homage and fealty, to the dominion 
of his imperial crown; and the Scots, who 
had never yet fubmitted their monarchy to 
that or any other power, ccHifenting now to 
acknowledge the kin^ of England and bis heirs 
to all perpetuity their fovereigns and liege 
lords. But what Henry had acquired, with 
great glory to himfelf, and great advantage 
to his people, his immediate fucceflbr unad- 
vifedly and impolitickly gave up : fincc which 
time the feparation of Scotland from England, 
and the independence of the former (except 
for a fliort interval under Edward the firft) 
did much harm to the latter, and kept botlu 
countries in almoft continual wars, till the 
happy union of the kingdoms in the fixth 
year of Queen Ann made the Scots and Eng- 
liih one nation, and efiablifhed the Britifli em- 
pire on much firmer foundations than any 
feudal connexion could have given to it^ or 
any forpe in the Englifli crown, while the 

3 realms 
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BOOK IV. realms were divided, could have been able- to 



V—^, ' 



Benedict. At the conclufioH of thcfe proceedings at 

Abbas. York, the king of Scotland obtained permit 

fion from Henry to employ his arms in reduc- 
ing the rebellious Gallowegians to their former 
obedience. Gilbert and UAred, fons of Fergus^ 
who defcended from the ancient princes of 
that nation, had, on the death of their father, 
divided between them the inheritance of the 
country, and, as vaflals to Scotland, had ferved 
Under the orders of William the Lion rrt the 
kte war agaiiift Henry: but, when Williani 
Hoveden, ad ^gs a captive, they feht to Henry in France 
*^' ^-^ fupplications and prefents, imploring him to 
receive them under his dominion, and proteft 
them, as his fubjefts, againft the Scots. The 
younger of them, Udlred, was Henry's kinf- 
man by his motherland the propofal they 
made feemed highly advantageous to the in- 

Ai)baf '^r i ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ *^'^S- ^^ therefore corhmif- 

p. 92/93. ' fioned* his chaplain, Roger de Hoveden, who 

rfterwards wrote the hiftory of his reign, and 

ilnother e'cclefiaftick, to treat with thefe princes. 

But, before they fet out, the elder brother, 

impatient of a partner in his power, had, by 

the help of his fon, imprrfoned the youngfer, 

Neubrigenfis, and cruelly put him to death. A civil war 

"• had enfued ; the murdered diieftain havings Ibft 

a fon, who fbught bravely to re\ enge hisf^*- 

ther's Wood, and to guard for himfelf tKe Inf- 

beritance which he claimed. Neverthelcft, ^t 

tke tkne when the Englilh envoys arrived, 

; 5 they 
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they found Gilbert in pofleffion o£ thd whple B^Oi^ IV^ 
province of Gallowky, the fovereignty of|^[^pf~^ 
which,; to obtain the king of England's pro- Bcfl^a: 
teftion, he and his people unanimoufly of-^^K^» "' 
fered to that monarch, with a yearly tribute 
of two thousand marks of lilver^ of five hunr 
dred cows, and an equal number of fwine^ 
But ifenry, being informed of the murder of 
his kinfman, and knowing too, that, in driving 
out the Scots, the Gallowegians had maflacrca Neubrlgenfis, 
many Englifti and Normans whom they found ^' "• 
in their country, xefufed to take thefe barba- 
rians under his prote^ion, or make any treaty ; 
with thenu' This conduft does him honour; 
and it was generous in him to permit the 
king of Scotland to recover this province, 
though he was not bound to do To by^^e 
.treaty of Falaife, and though Galloway^fia^ 
been anciently under the dominion of. the 
Northumbrian kings, whofe rights defcende4 
to him, if claims fp ren^ote can be conh* 
dered as rights. Indeed the Scots had no rea- 
fon, through the whole courfe of this afiair, 
to complain of his making an immoderate or 
vindiftive ufe of his fortune. It is thercforj^ 
no reflexion (as fome have fuppofed) on the 
magnanimity of the nation, that they /gav^ 
up, at this time, the' independence of their 
ftate, to fave it from devaftatiqn, from coji- 
queft, from deftruftion. /J^he fpirit they af- 
terwards (hewed againft Edward, the Firft, 
who fraudulently and violently, in breach of 
the truft repofed in bim, and witiiGut .bpiug 

provoked 
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vr\mh^ thtough theinediatibiTof fome JticndsB0OK iv. 
ott each fide, a coaference was appointed be-ATDTTTjc. 
tweth him aiad Lacy^ lord lieutenant of I^ e- Hibcrn. Ex- 
land. Oaths and furcties having been reci^P"^^^* ^- *• 
procally given, they met on a hill not far 
diftant from Dublin^ accompanied on each fide 
by a fmall and equal, number of their friends 
and attendants. It was agreed that the Englifk 
flvould only be armed with their fwords, and . 
tlie irifh with their axes. The two chiefs 
conferred together apart from the reft, affifted 
W one unarmed interpreter. But a knight, 
named Gryffyth, "who 'was nephew to Maurice 
Fitzgerald apd one of Lacy's band, having 
conceived a fufpicion of fome treachery intende4 
by ORuark, exprefled his fear to his uncle, 
and with the confent of their chief drew off ^ 
f?ven kpigbts, who were all his own relations^ 
to another part of the hill, where they im- 
iria^iately took their horfes and arms, brought 
thither by his orders, and began to tilt with 
each other^ wheeling confl:antly round the plaoq 
of conference^ fo as to be within call if any 
tumult fliould happen. After fome time had 
jb^^fpent in angry difputes between Lacy and 
^J^u^rk, the latter, pretending a neceffity to 
^il^ildraw a little while out of fight, gave a fig- 
i>ait(> feme bands ^f Iri(h foot-foldiers, whom , 
lie.^fc^lcoiacesfled in a valley, that they fliould 
j^^eto him, and then returned towards Lacy^ 
^t Fitzgerald, who watchfully obferved all hi$ 
jQlJations, feeing him advance with large fl:rides, 
tf^ith a pale vifage, and with his axe lifted up, inr 
iyoL. y. Q8 ftantjy 
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BOOK iv.ftantly drew hisowr 

^^^^^^^TiTi. L^^y ^^ ^^ careful of 1 

Gryffyth to haften 

fore Lacy had time tt 

aimed a blow at hi< 

the arm of the intei 

ward it off. Lacy r 

protected and favcd 

gerald, who oppofe( 

the treacherous Iriflh 

ftant, the bands wh 

him, and the horfe 

rived on the fpot v 

paffing. The Irifll 

,his infantry would ] 

cavalry armed with 

endeavoured to efca] 

of his nobles brougl 

was mounting, he : 

through, by one v 

lance, and fell deac 

bles were (lain, and 

of all the Irifh foo 

which they fled dif] 

head of O Ruafk v 

the great gate of th 

body v/as hung, wi 
Iriih Annals, gallows ; a fpeftacl 

ing to the Irifh, wl: 

ed to fee the reb 

chieftains fo ignoni 
Hibern. Ek- Giraldus Cambrenlis, who is often too fond 
pugnnt. u I. ^f f.jperftitiovis tales, fays, that Gryffyth's fuf- 
Z ^ picion 
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|)icion was owing to a dream, which he had BOOK iv. 
dreamed the night before, and in which he "" 
had feen a multitude of wild fwlne, ruftiing 
put. of their cover, with great fury, againil 
Fitzgerald and Lacy i but before the others 
one bo^r:, of a very enormous fize, from whofe 
tuiks they vvere faved, and with difficulty 
faved, by the affiftance be gave them. 

What .appears from the fads, as they are 
told by Giraldus, is, tliat certainly Lacy's life 
w^s preferved in the conflict by the precau-. 
tions which Gry fly th, diftruftful of the Irifh, 
had prudently taken, that morning, in con- 
cert with Fitzgerald. 

On Henry's return into England out of ^^^'^^"- ^?- 
Normandy, the head of ORuarkwas taken ^"^o!'' ^' '* 
down from the gate of the caftle of Dublin, 
andfent to him in that kingdom. What he 
did with it there we are not told. But thp 
death of this chieftain gave to Lacy, for fome 
time, a quiet pofleffion of all the great pro- 
,vince of Meath, which he held of the king, 
as his imniediate vaffal. 

In the year eleven hundred and feventy- A. D. 1173. 
three. Earl Strongbow, to whom Henry had 
.confirmed the polfeffion and government of 
JLeinfl:er, on the terms before mentioned, 
made war on ODempfey, the chieftain of . 
Ophally, a diftrift in that province, for re- 
fufing to attend his court, wjien fummoned. 
In this expedition he was accompanied by Ro- 
bert de Quiney, to, whom he had given in 
marriage his daughter by the countefs of Pern- 

Vol. V. R broke, 
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BOOK IV. broke, his firft wife, and with her, as a-por* 
^Z/D^'^Tjsi ^^^^^ *^^ higheft military office he had in his 
gift, that of conftable of Leinfter. They ra- 
vaged the whole country without refiftancc z 
but, when they returned, with the booty they 
had gained, towards Kildare, jiift after the 
vanguard, under the condii6t of StrongboM^^ 
had paft through a defile, O Dempfey Ml<m 
the rear. Robert de Quiney was flin widb 
many of his knights^ and the banner of Lem^ 
fter was taken. Tlie death of the cohfiabkv 
who was well beloved by the troops, and-^erjr 
dear to the earl, did not not affeft bim )<^ 
them with more concern, than tlie difgfaoe 
which theu: arms, for the /firft time, had fuf^ 
fered, and which, it was feared, #ould ^:tv 
cite the courage of the Irifli, eafily renderwi. 
prefumptuous by good fuccefs, to further «lfe 
of rebellion. The earl probably would have 
tried, by fome enterprizc better condu^d^ ti^ 
repair his honour and revenge his fon infew*^ 
Lambeth death ; but he had no time to d6 it, being 
Manufcr, foon afterwards called, by orders fromHenry^ 
to affift lum in France, againft his enbmies 
there, with all the force he could bringi This 
mandate he obeyed, though withevidtaat cfcnge*^ 
to his own great pofleffions in the provincfe 
of Leinfter ; and the king was fa plesocd with 
fuch a proof of fidelity in one to whoin .he 
had (hewn no extraordinary kindnef^, . thatifae 
gave him the cuftody of the traftle of Oifo^ ta 
truft of the greateft importance. Buty after the 

viftoty 
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Victory, over the rebels in Bretagne^ and other J^^K IV 
advantages he had gained in France, before aTdTi 175. 
the end of antumn in the year eleven hundred 
and feventy-three, he fent back this lord, 
whofe prefence he then thought more necef- Hibem. Eas* 
fary in Ireland, with fignal marks 'of his fa- P"gf ' ^- ^ 
vour: for lye took from Hugh de Lacy the Lambeth 
government of that kingdom, and conferred Manufct* 
it upon him. The cuftody of Dublin, an^ 
nexed to tiie offide of viceroy, was alfo com- 
mitted to him : befides which, Henry gave him 
the royal city of Wexford, and a caftle in 
thofe parts. Hugh dc Lacy, with a prompt 
and tiieritorious obedience, retired from Dub- 
lin ititoMeath ; but Robert Fitzftephen, whom 
Henry bad left in that city under Lacy's com- 
inaifd, was now ordered into Normandy, with 
Mturice de Prendergafl: and Robert Fit!fc-Ber- 
nard. The hft of thefe, as lieutenant in the 
^verament of Waterford to Humphrey dc 
fiehnn, vjho had gone before into England, 
was commanded to take with him the whole 
garrHbn of that place, when he had furren- 
tiered the ciiftbdy thereof to Strongbow, who 
wai required to fend thither a competent num- 
Ijerof other troops, according to his difcretion* 
The three knights above-mentioned paffed over 
into England about the beginning cf Oftober, 
^nd ibund the rebdlion then raging in that 
lisngdbm, where, in confequencc, I prefqme, 
t^fne^y orders from Henry, they joined his 
army commanded by Humphrey de Bohun, 
Ra and 
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BOOK IV. and did him good fervice againft the earl of 
ATDTTITs^Leicefter. 

Giraidus During the abfence of Strongbow confede- 

Hibern Ex- ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^" formed, amoHg the princ^s of 
pugnat.* t. ii. Irekad, to feize the opportunity of the danr 
«-^* gerous wars, both inteftineand foreign, which 

difturbed all the other dominions of Henry, 
and (hake off the yoke of his fovereignty over 
them^ by expelling all the Englifli otit of their 
ifland- But the earl's unlooked-for return, 
with greater power than before, reftrained the 
cffefts of thefe defigns for fome time. Nevcrr 
thekfs no fubmiffions were made to him by 
O Dempfey, nor did he think it prudent to 
endeavour to reduce that chief to obedience 
till the difturbances in England and France 
were compofed, left it fhould kindle a general 
war with the Irifh, to fuftain which he had 
not fufficient force. The troops he had were 
ill paid ; the money he had brought with him 
having been quickly fpent, and it being no 
eafy matter, as things were then circumftanced, 
to draw any more from the king, or from his 
own lands in England. His foldiers therefore 
growing mutinous, for want of pay and fub- 
fiftence, defired to fupply their neceffities by 
plunder, and much difpleafed with the inaftion 
of Hervey of Mountmaurice, who foon after 
the death of Robert.de Quiney had fucceeded 
to the chief command of the army, demanded 
of Strongbow to be put under the coqdu6l of 
Raymond Fitzgerald, whom they loved for 
his liberality, his enterpriiing fpirit, and the 
2 great 
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grieat fpoils they had taken when he was at^OOK IV. 
their head. In the wars they had made as auxi- _^[^]5riT7> 
liaries to Dermod. 

The earl, for many good reafons, was very 
unwilling to make an alteration follicited in 
this manner; but the whole foldiery, with 
one voice, declaring they would leave him 
and pafe over into England, or even defert to 
to the Iriih|, if .he did not comply with their 
demand, he fubmitted to a force he could not 
jrefift.^^ Raymond led them direftly into the ^: C^"^br^n^* 
heart of Ophally, and got much plunder there ;JJg^J';ftu 
but^ this. gain rather irritating than fatisfying c. 2. 
thdr avarice, they made an expedition into 
Munfter, took Lifmore, which thty facked, 
and pillaged the whole diftrift belonging to that 
town, on what pretence we are not told. Per* 
haps they thought it a fufficient caufe of war, 
that the Irifh there had feme money by means 
of their commerce with the neighbouring Oft- 
nien of Waterford and Cork, and a great 
abimdance of cattle. The fpoils of the town 
they propofed to fend to Waterford, in fome 
ihipa from that city, and other merchant vef^ 
&ls which they fpund in the port : but, while 
^efe tranfports, fo laden, were wind-bound 
in the mouth of the river Avonmore, they 
were attackt by a fleet of two and thirty 
(hips, -which the citizens of Cork had fent out 
t» 'OTtercept them.' TheEnglilh and Welfh 
foldiers, whom Raymond had put aboard to 
guard them, imder the conduft of an officer 
named Adaip de Hereford, defended them with 
R ^ great 
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BOOK iv.gj.g3t valour. The chief commander of the 
enemy's fleet was killed ; fome of their veflels 
were taken, the reft returned to Cork; and 
the victorious party failed to Waterford, as 
foon as the wind would permit. In the mean 
timi: Raymond, at the head of fourfcore knights 
pnd men at arms, defeated a body of Irife, 
whom Dermod Mac Car thy, prince of Cdrk 
and of Defmond, had led toLifmoreby land, 
in concert with the Oftmeh ; and then pro* 
ceeded, undifturbed by any further oppofition^ 
along the fea-coaft, to Waterford, with a bot)ty 
of four thoufand cows and (heep, taken by 
his troops in the territory of Lifmore. Elated 
with this fuccefs, he prefled the earl to give 
him his iifter Bafilea, with whom he was in 
love, and the office of conftable or ftand^fd-* 
bearer of Leinfter, till an infant daughter, left 
by Robert de Quiney, fhould be married to a- 
man by whom the duty of it could be per-* 
formed. But, the earl defiring time to con- 
iider on the matter, and (hewing himfelf not 
difpofed to grant either part of this requeft, 
Raymond, full of refentment, took the occafion' 
of his father's death in Wales, which happened 
foon afterwards, to return to that country, - 
drawing away with • him Meyler, his coufin 
german and friendy who in all thefe Irifh wars^ 
but more particularly in fome anions of the 
enterprife againft Lifmore, had eminently fig^ 
nalifed his valour. After their departure the 
command of Strongbow's forces jo Leinfter 
W^ again committed tP bis wocle, Hervey of 
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Mountm^urice ; yet the earl, to prevent any book iv. 
mutiny of the foldiers in an expedition he de- aTdTai-T^ 
iigned to xnake ag^inft Cork, chofe to lead them 
himfelf, aiid marched with them to Cafliel, 
\vh^re he halted fome time, in expeftation of 
a body of £ngli(h and Oftmen fr^m Dublin, 
who were ordered to join his army there. But 
thefe troops, in their march, being lodged at 
Oflpiy for one night, and not fearing the ap- 
proach of any enemy in that place, were at- 
tackt at the point of day, as they flept in their 
quarters, by a ftrong party of Irifli under 
Donald O Brian prince of Limerick, and loft 
four hundred Oftmen, with four Englifli 
knights who commanded the cavalry employed 
in this fervice. The earl hereupon retired to 
Waterford, and found himfelf ibon confined 
within the walls of that city ; all the country 
being filled with armies of Irifli, who, cm 
the news of O Brian's fuccels at Offory, as on 
a fignal given, revolted firom the allegiance 
they had fwom to Henry. Roderick O Conor 
himfelf, defiring to regain the fovereignty of 
Ireland, which he had unwillingly yielded up, 
gaffed the Shannon from Conaught, and with 
a great force inv' aded Meath. Hugh de Lacy Lambeth 
at this timie was gone over to ferve the kbg,^^^^* 
his mafter, in England, after having portioned 
cut all the lands of that province among his 
friends and foldiers, to be held under him a$ 
baronies or knights-fees, except what he re- 
ferved for his own ufe in demefne. So dan- 
eexous a war now coming upon them it| 
^ B 4 the 
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BOOK IV. the abfence df their chief, they only endea^ 
^^^^^^^TtTT' vo^^^^^ ^^ feve the principal places, abandon- 
ing many fmall forts he had caufed to be 
built for the fecurity of the country. Thefe 
. the Irifh deftroyed, and ravaged all Meath to 
Hibern. ^^y^ y^j-y confines of DubUn. In fuch cir- 
i,^i'"^]^^^' cumfhinces Strongbow, feeing no other re- 
fource, difpatched a letter to Raymond, where- 
by he entreated him to come to his aid with all 
the forces he could raife, afluring him that 
immediately after his arrival he would give 
him his fifter. Raymond, equally fired by am- 
bition and love, haftened over with Meyler 
and thirty other knights, who were all of his 
, own kindred^ one hundred men at arms, who 
ferved likewife on horfeback, and three hun- 
dred Welfh archers. He and his band ar- 
rived fafe in the port of Waterford, at the 
Very infl:ant when the citizens were rifing to 
attack the Englifh in that city. On the fight 
of the fleet coming in before the wind, with 
Ihe'enfigns of England difplayed, their fury 
yielded to their fear : the tumult was appeafed ; 
and Raymond, landing his forces without pp- 
pofition, conduced the earl from thence to 
Wexford by land, and all the troops he had 
with him, except the garrifon placed in Regi- 
nald's tower, and a few Englifti, who, under 
the proteftion of thefe, chofe to remain in the 
town. But the governor, he left there, not 
daring to truft to that defence, foon afterwards 
embarked, with fome of his own houfehold, 
aboard of a fmall veliel, then lying in the river 

and 
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and navigated by fonie Oftmen, who promifed BOOK iv, 
td carry them by fea to Wexford, but niur- ^^^^TTiTjr' 
dered them all as foon as they had them in 
their power. This was done with the privity 
of many of their countrymen inhabiting Wa- 
terford, to whom returning they inftantly 
maffacred all the Englifli in the houfes or ftreets, 
without diftinftion of fex or age. Yet the 
garrifon of the tower recovered the town, ex- 
pelUng", by an agreement with the reft of the 
citizens, thofe who had been dire6Hy concerned 
in theft murders, and pardoning all the 
others, 

. In the mean time Raymond folemnifed his 
nuptials at Wexford, and the next morning 
led his troops to oppofe the depredations which 
the king of Conaught was making in the ter- 
ritory of Dublin. That prince, at his approach^ 
retired through Meath into his own dominions; 
and none of the other Irifli chiefs, who had 
confederated with him, daring after his depar- 
ture to keep the field, Raymond recovered all 
Meath, 

It was reafonable to think that the Englifh, 
till fuch time as the civil diflenfions in Eng- 
land were entirely compofed, would have been 
content with defending thofe provinces of Ire- 
land in which they were fettled from the at- 
tacks of the Irifh : but the aflive fpirit of Ray- 
mond, and his define to enrich his troops with 
plunder, impelled him to make an oifenfive 
war on the territory of Donald O Brian, and 
attempt to tak^ Limerick itfelf by ftorm ; an 

enter- 
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BOOK IV. eiiterprife to which his forces did not (com in. 
'fiTiP^'^^ any degree proportiomed :,for^, againft th^ gre^^ 
Hibern. Ex- multitude of inhabitants there, who v^ere tr^n- 
pug^at. 1.11, ^ ^Q ^]^^ ^^g ^£ 3^0^^ he b|-ought oplypnc 

hwndred and twenty knights^ or heavy aroied 
horfe, three hundred light horie, end four 
hundred foot, who were archers j though ;the 
town was walled round, and had a ftro^g^r dcr 
fence by being encompaft by the riv^er Shanr 
non, fordable only in one pUce, \yhere the 
ftream was very rapid, and the bottom, rough 
and ftony. The troops flood on the brink, 
afraid to attempt fo dangerous a paflage, when 
a nephew of Raymond, named D^vid, who 
was a very young man, and had never befiMre 
been engaged in any aclion, fpurring his hqr^ 
forced him forwards into the river^ and g^ 
{afe to the other fide, crying oyt, that hej^4 
found the ford. But, npne having followed 
him, except one heavy- armed horfeman, named 
GrofFry Judas, he turned back and rejoir^dr jjbc 
body of cavalry from which he had gone forth. 
His companion, endeavouring to do fo too^ 
was carried away by the violence of the cur- 
rent into a deeper part of the river, and there 
drowned. Neverthelefs the brave Meyler, 
being emulous of the courage his klnfman had 
(hewn, plunged into the water, and pafigi^i 
over, unaccompanied by any of the k^ldiimi' 
to the oppoiite fide, began to fight with thf 
Irifii, fome of whom oppofed his landpg* qn 
the margin of the Shannon, while tbofe on tbe 
walls, which hu»g over the bank of the river, 

oft 
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eaft down upon him a thick fliower of darts ^^OK IV. 
and ilones. Loud ihouts were hereupon fet^j^^^,- 
up by both parties, which drew Raymond from 
the rear to the head of his army, where feeing 
his couiin engaged alone in £o unequal a com-^ 
bat, he incited his men, by a ihort fpeech, to 
aflifl him, and gave them an example more 
powerful than his words, by paffing foremoft 
himfelf. One knight and two horfemen of an/ 
inferior degree were all they loft in the pafiage; 
the citizens^ ftruck with terror, fled into the 
city, fliamefuUy deferting, not only the margin 
of the river, but the wall and rampart itfelf. 
A great flaughter was made of them within 
the city, and a vaft booty gained by the pil-.^ 
lage of the houfes, which thefe conquerors 
thought the beft reward of conqdeft : but it 
added much ta their joy, that they had thus 
taken vengeance on the prince of Limerick, 
for the lofs of the four hundred Oftmen of 
Dublin, flain at Oflbry by his troops. Ray^ 
mond left fifty knights, with two hundrtd 
other horfemen, and the fame number of 
archers, for the garrifon of the city, and then 
returned into Leinfter, 

About this time, in a fyndd of the bifliopsxJiralcL Cam* 
of Ireland convened at Waterford, the bull of^^^* 
Pope Adrian, which granted that kingdom tOE^pu^au 
Henry, was publiekly read, havihg been, fori*ii«c.6, 
that purpofe, brought over from Erigland by 
the prior of Wallingford, and William Fitz 
Aldelm. One (hould have thought that th^ 
king would have carried it with him when he 
3 went 
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BOOK IV. went into Ireland : but, for reafons not ex--* 
VrrtTTr planed ia the hiftories of thofe times, he 

iuu. 1173. r • .,t 1 11- 

Old not produce it till now; though at bis 
firft coming, thither he certainly let the Irifli 
clergy know, that the fee of Rome had ap- 
proved his undertaking* Perhaps the harfli 
cxpreffions in it conccmiflg the nation, and 
the ftrangc power there aflumed of difpofing 
irf a free and independant crown, by a gift to 
a foreign prince from one who had no right to 
what he gave, made it pro^ to conceal the 
grant from the Irifti, while a quiet fubmiffion 
of their princes and nobks to the foverdgnty 
of Henry was hoped for by that monarch. 
The prefent revolt deftroyed this » hope ; and 
therefore he now might recur to the papal aij- 
tiaority, as the moft effeftual means to fccure 
the obedience of the clergy of Ireland^ by 
whom the people, whofe confciences were un- 
der their dice<ftioii, might, in fpight of their 
rulers, be kept fubjeft to him, or reclaimed 
from rebellion. 

After this fynod was diflblved, William 
Fitzaldelniand the prior of Wallingford returned 
into England, from whence they went to the: 
king, in Normandy, that they might inform 
him what ftate his realm of Ireland was in, 
and from what caufes the troubles, which 
afcer Strongbow's return bad rather encreafed 
than fubfided, did, in their opinion,, proceed^ 
The report they made was agreeable to the 
Hibern. Ex- inxpreflions they had taken from Hcrvey of 
E^irclii. Mountojaurice, who accuftd EUynwnd of 
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lifivirig made the Englifli troops in Leinfter " a BOOK iy> 
mere band of freebooters, whofe continiial de- a. d. 1173- 
predatioPiS had provoked all the Irifh, and the 
Oftmen themfelves, to rebel. He added, tliat 
it was the intentioaof this officer^ by the aid 
of. thefe foldiers, to ufurp for himfelf, not 
only the city and dominions of Limerick, but 
-the whole realm of Ireland ; and in proof erf" 
this \)t alledged his having bound tbem to 
himfclf by extraordinary oaths of atreafonable 
nature. The firft part of the charge was not 
gronndlefs ; and, though in the latter the ma*- 
lice of Hervey againft Raymond made him 
exceed the bounds of truth, yet certainly there 
was caufe for jealoufy of ft ate in the attach* 
ment to Raymond which the army had fhewn 
againft the principles of military difcipline 
and obedience. Henry thought it fo alarming, A. D. 1174. 
that in the fpring of the year eleven hundred 
and feventy-four he recalled him from Ireland, 
fending thither two nobles, with orders to 
bring him over into Normandy withr them, 
and two others commiffioned to remam with 
the rarl, and ailift him with their counfels. But, 
while Raymond, in obedience to this com- 
mand, was preparing to fet fail, intelligence 
came to the; earl, that Donald O Brian, prince 
of Limerick, had beleaguered that city with 
a 1 great hott of Irifh ; and that - all the pro vi- 
fions found in it, when it was taken by Ray- 
mond, or brought into it afterwards, had been 
confymed in the winter. Strqngbow therefore 
refolved to march irtftantly to itsfucccnar: but 

^1 
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BOOK IV. all his army refufed to go upon this fervicc 
without thdr former commander. In thefe 
circumftances he confulted the two noble conn- 
fellors fcnt fit)m the kinsr, who ioined with 
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£6 furious a charge, that he quickly forced bis BOOK rv: 
way through the enemy's barncado^ with fomc \, 0/1174,' 
ilacighter of the Iri(h by whom it was guards 
ed ; buttnoft of them fled without fiehtitiff. 



Ex- 
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BOOK IV> thought advifeable to fend him out of Ifelantli 
A.D.u74*^^ deprive him of a command which it fecmed 
that no other could fo wortbiiy take. The 
peace he had fettled in Defmond was foondif- 
turbed: for Mac Carthy's fon, under colour 
of a reconciliation, having found means to get 
his father into his power, (hut him up id a pri- 
fon: but the old man, with equal craft, contrived 
to put the ufurping prince to death. Ireland 
from that time was quiet till the end oi the 
civil war in England and France, wheaH^i^^ 
having leifure to attend to the fettlement of 
his Irifh dominions, was defirous to conclude 
a new treaty of agreement with Roderick king 
of Conaught, for which purpofethat prii^e 
had fent over his chancellor, and the^fffllilfs 
before named, as his plenipotentiaries^ ^wfao^ 
a little before Michaelmas, in the year eleven 
hundred and feventy-five^ Waited on Heiiry 
at Windfor, where a gr^t council washcW^ 
by extraordinary fummons, for the fol^snh de- 
termination of this affair. The ca^yfittta 
Sf ^^L *^^^ ratified was to this effea. Hemgr!gB«ftBi 
1 106, 1 107. to his liegeman Roderick, that he (hoiild hiia 
Bencdia. king Under bim^ ready to iei;ve hifn aphis v^-- 
HovS^n, /f / ; and that he fliould hold hk OHm^lH^I^ 
ad ann. 117^. ries as Well and as peaceably, a^ hft Jbia4 hsM 

^ApSidk**^^^^^^^^ the coming of Hei«yrbtQii»- 
t<D this Book. land. He was likewife tOiliavie?,«t^def li^llip 
and dominion all the refl: of lhe> i^Ri% ted 
the inhabitaiits thereof (but 5wrth^ff)inp ^mi^ 
tions which are afterwards ifps^^'^igdaixiritli^ 
treaty), and to exercife^. jurifd^i^iikil^^^^^ 
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i^\ (kiagsand princej included), fo as to oblige BOOK iv; 
them to pay their tribute to the king of England aTdTiTTjT 
through his ii»nfl$, and to preferve to that Brompton, ut 
inoQarch his other rights. Th^y Were Hkewif^ ^"pra* 
to hold in peace whatfoever they poffeffed at 
that time, fo long as they remained faithful to 
the king of England^ and paid him their tri- 
bute and what elfe he claimed by right, through 
the king of Conaught's hands ; feving in all 
things the prerogative and the honour of both 
thofe kings. And in cafe that any of theni 
fliould rebel againft either, and refufe to pay 
their tribute or other duties in the manner be- 
fore prcfcribed, or fliould depart from their 
fealty to the king of England, the king of 
Comiught was to judge them, and remove 
them from their governments or from their 
poffeffions. It was likewife agreed and de- 
dared, that, if Roderick's own ftrength fliould 
not be fufficient to do tbefe things, the king 
of England's conftable and his other fervants 
{raid foldlers fliould affifl him thereiti) upon his 
tequifition, and fo far as they fliould find need- 
ful. The tribute demanded of him, out of all 
|hs own territories and others intheifland, was 
% Iriile, faleabk for the merchant, from every^ 
itenth bfcaft of all the cattle killed there : ex- 
ttptj that in thofe diftrifts which the king of 
i^knd reteined as his dendefneSj ot in tbofe 
>^ his barons, Be was not to intermeddle ; 
i^aifidiyJlt Dublin and all its appurtenances ; in 
IScMh «nd all its appurtenances ; (comprehend- 
tiierein whatfoever h^d been held by.HU 
ebchlin, of by any who had held that ^ro- 
Vol; Vi S vittce 
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BOOK IV, vincc after him) and in Wexford and all the 
^^^/S?iiuf territoJ^y thereof, and in all the reft of Lein- 
Benedia. fter ; and in Waterford, with the country be- 
Abbas, ut fu- |.^ggjj that City and Dungarvan; this latter 
place, with all its appurtenances, included. 
And, if any of the Irifli who had fled from 
the territories of the king's barons (hould de- 
fire to return thither, they might do it in 
peace, paying the tribute above-mentioned, as 
others did; or doing the ancient fervices which 
they ufed to do for their lands ; as their lords 
Hoveden, ut (hould like beft. But. if any of the Irifli who 
"^^* were fubjefts of the king of Conaught fliould 

refufe to return to him, he might compel them 
to do it ; after which they were quietly to re- 
main in his land. Moreover the laid king was 
impowered to take hoftages from all thofe 
whom the king of England had committed to 
him, at his own and the king of England's 
choice ; and he was to give the faid hoftages 
to the king of England, or others, at the 
king's choice. And all thofe from whom thefe 
fecurities were demanded were to perform cer- 
tain annual fervices to the king of England 
by prefents of Irifli dogs and hawks. And 
they were not to detain any perfon whatfoever, 
belonging to any land or territory of that 
prince, againft his will and commandment. 

Among the witnefles to this treaty was 
Lawrence archbifliop of Dublin, who before 
the arrival of the king of Conaught's envoys 
had come over to England. From the tenour 
thereof it appears, that Henry thereby con- 

iVituted 
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ftituted Roderick O Conor a kind of viceroy, BOOK iv. 
under him, over the whole realm of Ireland, ^^T^TiTt^ 
except thofe parts which he held himfelf in 
demefne, or had granted to his barons, namely, 
Publin, Wexford, and Waterford, with all 
their appurtenances, and Leinfter and Meath 
with all theirs. In Meath was then included 
the weftern province of that name as well as 
the eaftern. When the kingdom of Leinfter 
was granted by Henry to Strongbow, Dublin, 
with fome of the cantreds adjacent to that city, 
was fep^rated from it, and retained in demefne 
by the king ; for which reafon it is mentioned 
diftinftly here. Wexford and Waterford, being 
alfo in tiie hands of that monarch, are there- 
fore excepted. 

If the ability of reducing the whole king- 
dom of Ireland to a perfeft fubjeftion had not 
been wanting at this time, Henry would not 
have chofen to make one of the Irifti princes, 
and (what was ftill worfe) their hte monarch, 
the inftrument of his fovereignty over that 
nation (as he did by this treaty) ; for, furely, 
it was not the proper way to reclaim ^them ^ 
from their barbarous cuftoms, nor a fecurity 
on which he could firmly depend. But in 
the prefent conjuncture he did not think it ad- 
vifable ito ivithdraw himfelf from the care of 
his; other dominions ; and, without making a 
loogf abode in that ifland, he could not hope 
tD^Slablifh his authority there in fo.compleat. 
a manner, as to be able to model the govern- 
:\':/\ S 2 ment 
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BOOK IV. jixent of it on a regular, Engiifhpian- Two 
^[^TTiTcr ^^ ^^^ ^^'^ ^^^ kingdoms (reckoning Mnnfter 
according to the ancient divifion), and three 
principal cities, were, by this treaty, exemjrted 
from Roderick's jurifdiftion : in the other, the 
inferior princes and chieftains of the Trifli had 
reafon to think the protection, which they 
were entitled to demand from Henry, as his 
vaflals and liegemen, againft any oipfrcSion 
on the part of the king of Conaught, a very 
fufficient compenfetion, both to them and 
their people, for fo eafy a tribute as they were 
bound to pay, or any other fervices required 
on their part. Y^t the grants made of fome 
portions of their country to foreigners were 
fo grievous to the Irifti, tlieir motional pride 
was fo hurt by the lofs of the ancient inde- 
pendence of Ireland, and the bonds of their 
allegiance to the king of England were now 
fo loofely tied, that this was rather a tempo- 
rary accommodation between him and thert^^ 
than a durable fettlement of his gdvdmment 
in that ifland. His chief fupport there (except 
in the provinces pofleft by the Englilh) Was 
the affedion of the clergy i to Itrengtheh 
which he promoted a native Irifiiman, nairied 
Auguftin, to the bifhoprick of Waterford^ anfi 
fent him to be confecrated by the archblfhb^ 
of Cafliel ; which aft of prerogative over the 
church of Ireland was done in this comit^a 
held at Windfor, the archbifliops of DutadliV 
and Tuam- being prefenti 

4 About 
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About the end of November in the year BOO K iv, 
eleven hundred and feventy-five, the king, XTdTi 175. 
who had returned to his palace at Winchefter% Chron. 



Gervafe, 



1452. 



went out from thence to meet the pope's le-^ 
gate ^ latere^ Cardinal Huguzon, v^hom he 
had fent for himfelf. The pretence for calling 
him over was to fettle the difpute concerning 
the primacy between the arcbbUhops of Can- 
terbury and York : but Gervafe of Canter- Ibidem, 
bury tells us, " tAat Henry^ hating bis queen 
^^Jor having inftigated his fans to confpire 
•« againfihim^ earneftly fought a divorce^ and, 
** to obtain it from the pope, invited over this 
<^ legate^ and by carejfes and prefents attached 
** him to himfelf^'' I likewife find by a manu- Bibi. Cotton. 
fcriptin the Cotton lilwrary, that in the year f?^^^'^^^^^^^^ 
eleven hundred and fixty-eight the barons of s^e it^aifo in 
Poitou, who were then in rebellion agalnft the Ap^ndix 
Henry, presented a paper to the cardinal legates ^"^ ^'' ^^^ 
in France, the purport of which was to fhew, 
that Henry and Eleanor were third coufins 
of the halt blood. Their view therein mufl: 
have been, to procure, cm this account, from 
|:he papal authority, another divorce from that 
princefs ; as (he had been feparated before from 
King Louis, her firft hulband, for being hb 
fourth coufiq of the whole blood. The do- 
p^inion of Henry over their country would 
thus havjB been rooted up: but the manufcript 
iays, that no attention was given to them, on 
this point, by the legates. Henry himfelf may 
li4ve now lieen willing jto tnake ufe of this c*- 
S3 aiiy 
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BOOK IV. any pretence to break the bonds of his mar- 
^;^5rri7^ ^'^S^* which he could not but feel very griev- 
ous, after the atrocious confpiracy his queen 
had formed, in his family itfelf, for his ruin ; 
a confpiracy, which he had too much caufe to 
believe had even ftruck at his life. One cir- 
cumftance alone could naturally check his 
ftrong and reafonable defire of being feparated 
from her, the baftardifing of his children by 
Sec Vol. III. fuch a divorce* But it has been mentioned 
Ei^Sii""^ before, that the law of England, at this time, 
I vi c. 17, allowed the children of parents divorced from 
each other on account of near kindred to in- 
herit as if born in lawful wedlock ; and Henry 
might think that the reafon and equity of this 
law would not only be applied to private in- 
heritances, but alfo to that of the crown. He 
might alfo fuppofe, that his eldeft fon*s coro- 
nation, and the feudal homage performed to 
him in confequence of that aft, would fecure 
his fuccefSon to the kingdom of England, 
and all dependencies on that crown, by a kind 
of eleftive right ; and that the inveftiture of 
the dutchy of Aquitaine, given by Louis to 
Richard, would be likewife a fufficient fecurity 
to the latter for the quiet pofleffion of that 
feudal dominion. The fame reafoning would 
bold good as to Anjou and Maine, with which 
his eldeft fon had been invefted ; and he might, 
at his death, with the confent of the ilates, 
bequeath to him Normandy, which a teftamen- 
tary appointment, fo ratified and confirmed, 
had given to Willianj the Bajiard. As for 
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Gcoffry, his right to the dutchy of BretagneBOOK iv. 
arofe wholly from his marriage with the heirefs aTdTTitT^ 
thereof, and therefore could not be affedled 
by the nullity of the marriage made by his 
parents, if it fliould be declared void. The 
agreement of Eleanor to this feparation, for 
the fake of delivering herfelf out of prifon, 
and her confent to give up the dutchy of Aqui- 
taine to her favourite fon, Richard, refer ving 
a proper appanage for her own fupport and 
maintenance, could hardly be doubted. Thefe 
reafbns, concurring with a ftrong inclination, 
might feem to Henry fufficient to remove the 
objeftion of his hurting his childrien by annul* 
ling his marriage; and, as Cardinal Huguzon 
was his friend and relation (for fo he calls him 
in a letter to the pope), he might hope to pre- 
vail in his application to Rome for relief from 
the matrimpnial yoke, which, in fever al in- 
llances, the authority of that fee had taken off 
from pri^ices, on lefs excufable motives. What 
paffed in the negotiation (if there really was . 
^ny liiegoti^tion about it) we are not told ; nor 
indeed could the particulars be eafily known 
to. the, chroniclers of thofe days. Unfortunate^ 
Iv, at this period, we have not the fame help 
^m the private letters of perlbns entrufted 
^j^t;n ie^r^ts, ^s we had in tranfadions relating 
t^j J^kef, \vhen that prelate was in exile. Thp 

fll^p a^ pf the legate, in exercifing his au-- 
i^nty oyer the Englilh church, are more 
^ j[i[)^ related. Upon his lirft arrival the clergy 
^pppl^ined heavily to him of their having 
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BOOK IV. been profecuted iii the kirig's courts for htifK* 

^^J^ip^TTT^ ing in his forefts, as a hrtitch of the pri¥ikge» 

' ' claimed for them by Rome. But they game4 

Bencdia. from him no fuppoft. On the contrary^ hi 

Abbas. siithorifed thofe profecutions ; dQubtlefsi be^ 

caufe he well knew that many canons of the 

church forbad them to hunt*. Yet Gervafe 

of Canterbujy, and fcJme of the other monk^ 

who wrote hiftories in that age, inveigh bit^ 

terly agairift him on this account, 

Diceto, ad On the fecond of February in the year eleven 
ann; H76* Jj^ndred and feventy-fix, the kmg held ait 
Northampton a general afiembly, or parlia-** 
Gervafe, col ment, '^ in which (fays GeJrvafe) he renewed 
»433' « and confirmed the affife of Clarendon^ tbeexe^ 

*' crable confti tut ions of which had catted the 
" blejed Martyr St. fhofhas to live in kaniftn 
^^ ment /even years^ and at lafi to be crpwikd 
^^ with a glorious martyrdom?^ This did not 
well fuit with the publick veneration he had 
lately paid to Becket ; and we may reafonaWy 
prefume that the legate availed himfelf of that 
inconfiftency to remonftrate againft the exe- 
cution of thofe laws, thUs renewed and con- 
firmed. Thefe remonftrances he might ttiake 
with greater efficacy and foreCi if it be trut 
that the king defired help from the popfc 
(a$ Gervafe of Canterbury afl5rms1| to get h^ 
marriage diffolved : becaufe fuch a ^vour^oul4 

» V. Concil. Agat. A. D. 420. c. 25. 2 Concil. Mafc. A. I), 
568, Siirius, Cone. t. iii. p. 40. Spelman, Cohcrl. t. i. p; 
^?>1% ^38. Gratian, DHHii^h 34—86. Jt)hv SariA. Pditf. 
1. i. c. 4* Petri Blelenf. Epift. 56—61. 

hardly 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY II. 265 

h^tdiy be obtained from the church without BOC>K ly. 
fome conceifions to k; and this motive would ^ d^ 7i 76^^ 
operate much more ftrongly on Henry, to in* 
duce him to grant them, than any other what* 
foever. Theife muft certainly have been fome 
f)owerful, latent rcafon, which, after fo long 
a contention, could make him deiift front exe«- 
cuting bis kws,^ efpecially at a time when his 
arms had been vidorious over all his enemies, 
and his power was eftabliflied more firmly 
than ever in the realm of England. For itDicetoLn2g. 
aj^ars from a letter which he fent to the pope ^^^ ^^' 
by fhe band of the legate, that notwitAJlanding^t^hoAp- 
the violent oppojttion of the great eji and wif^ y^^^^^^^ 
men in bis kingdom^ he had, at the eameft inter* ° * 
ceffion of the legate, and out of his reverence 
jBrid devotion towards the fee of Rome, ac- 
corded, that, for the future, no ecelefiaftick 
jfbould be perfonally Iwought before any fet 
cular judge, for any crime or tranfgreffiori, ex* 
cept i»i GdSence againft the foreft laws, or in 
\\ie, tafe of a lay fee, for which fecular fer^ 
Vice was due to biin (the king), or to any 
other lay lord. 

This impunity to all crimes, but the trefpafles 
above-^mentioned, would have endangered the 
lives of the' clergy themfelves; tofecurc them 
^om which fliare of peril with the laity, the 
kingiurther promifed, in his letter to the pope, 
irtiat any perfon convifted, or making confef- 
Hon, before his judiciary, in the prefence of 
ihe biiliop or his oflScial, of having will^ 
fully and malicioufly murdered a degyman, 

Ihould, 
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BOOK TV.fhould, befides the ufual punifliment for th6 
^]["5r7i>6. "^w^dcJ* of a layman, fuffer a forfeiture, for 
himfelf and for his heirs, of all his lands of 
inheritance for ever. 

The king added a promife to exempt the 
clergy, in all caufes, from being tried by 
duel^ and not to retain in his hands vacant 
bifhopricks or abbeys beyond the term of one 
year, unlefs from urgent neceffityj' or fome ^w- 
dent caufe of delay ^ not folfeiy pretended. 

Thefe laft words in ^fFeft fet the reftraint 
very loofe, as the neceffity and the caufe were 
to be judged of by him : but neither this, 
nor any other of the foregoing conceffions, w3K 
enaded at this time by authority of parliament, 
or diiring any part of this king s reign ; nqr 
^id he himfelf obferve them, except in no( 
compelling criminal churchmen to appear be* 
fore a lay judge, unlefs in the cafes referved, an4 
exempting diem in all cafes from the mode of 
trial by dueL The ftatutes of Clarendon con- 
•cerning ecclefiaftical matters fubfifted unrepe4^ 
and confirmed, but were fufpended in part; by 
a temporary connivance of the executive pQjyie|r, 
which, though an unwarrantable aft of pre- 
rogative, was better than an ahfolute zx\^,^^ 
prefs repeal. 

Before I particularize the law3, not relaf^^ 

to the church, which had be^n ^Ra<9:e;^^,^t 

Clarendon and were confirmed at Northa^p-?- 

ton, it will be proper to finifh the accpu,^ 

Benedict. of the legatc's propeedi|igs in Eng^aqd. . Afta: 

Abbas, t. i. fettling adifpute about a qhappl at QlpceiJ^, 

Genafe. col. ^ *" * i ^ ' 
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between the archbifliops of Canterbury and BOO Kiv. 
York, he brought them both to refer their ^[^^TiTTiT 
more important controverfy, about the right 
of the latter to carry his crofs ereft in the 
province of the former, and other points of 
contention between their fees, to the Judge- 
ment of the archbifhop of Rouen and fome 
other French prelates. He then vifited all 
the metropolitan churches and principal ab- 
beys of EngJand ; in the exercife of which 
power he is accufed of extorting a great deal 
of money, which he carried out of the king- 
dom. This vifitation being ended, he re- 
tlirned to the king, and with the concurrence 
of his.' advice and authority, fummoncd all the 
biihops, abbots, and priors of England, to 
bear the mandates and precepts of the fupreme 
pontiff ({sijs the abbot of Peterborough, aBencdia. 
contemporary author). At the opening of^^^^^ 
this fynod, which met on Midi^nt Sunday int. y 
a chapel at Weftminfter, a moft extraordinary 
and moft fcandalous fcene enfued. For, the 
Jegate being feated, an eager contention arofe 
between the archbifliops of Canterbury and 
York, for the place at his right hand ; and, 
while they were difputing, the monks of Can- 
terbury and all the attendants on the former 
ruflied furioufly on the latter, affaulted |iim, 
threw him down, and trampled him under 
their feet. He received from them many 
blows ; hi^ mitre was broken, and he was 
with difficulty delivered from their rage, half 
dead, by others of the council. The legate, 

feeing 
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BOOK rv. feeing this outrage, and fuppofing. it to be 
^J57J7^done by the ardibiftiop of Canterbury's order, 
or at his inftigation, fummoned that prelate 
to Rome, there to anfvver for having, by fiich 
a riot, in his {»:eicnce> affronted and di%raced 
the einbaflkdor oi the pope, and the pope 
bimfelf. The archbilhop of York alfo cite4 
his adverfary to the Roman tribunal, and with 
him the bifliop of Ely, as perfonally^ con- 
cerned i^ this affault. The legate, after n^i- 
fying his. own refolution of bringing the afiair 
before the ,pope, diflblv^d the afli'embly: fo 
that we know not what w^rc t6e tn^ridate^s and 
precepts of the fupreme pontiff' which they had 
been ftjmrooned to hear. The arcbbi(hop of 
York, as foon as he was able to go out of 
the fynod, went and complained to the king 
of the injuries he had fiiffere4> which rai^d 
m that monarch a great paiBon of anger agp^n^ 
the two offending prelates of Canterbuty and 
!^ly. The firft of thefe very prudently ap- 
plied to the legate in private, ja[nd with fodth- 
ing words, well fupported ' by the more prer 
valent force of gold, perfiiaded him to <^# 
from his appeal; to the pope^ as he did him(€^f 
from a counter-appeal he had made. He ^f> 
foUicited 9 reconciliatipa wi?h the ar^bifhop 
of York, which that ;prelate refufed. Sogn 
afterwards the legate^ much difgufted at.4[fef 
fcandal of which he had t^en a witi^fs) 4sr 
parted into Normandy, where he exeycifcd ixis 
authority in jTome a^s Qot reporded by tlje 
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writers of thofe times, and then rrturned toB^^ciK iv. 

Rome. ^ A.D.\i76. ^ 

Many reafons made it proper for the king to ' * 
refent this flagrant breach of the peace, tinia 
committed in the face of the whole Englifli 
church, and of a cardinal legate. One was, 
that it partly at ofe feom the iiatred the monks 
o^ Canterbury bore to the archMfhop of York 
for what he had done againft Becket, notwith- 
ftanding his hatiiig been abfolved by die fopc 
fifom the fpiritual ccnfures, which had been 
fulminated againft him on that account. For, 
as he went out of the fjmod, many of them ex- 
el^med, "<?(?, betrayer vf St. Thomas : thy 
^^ hnnds fiill fmell of blood r But, the legate 
having now prevaUed upon Henry not to 
punifli any outrage, even of the moft hekious 
kind, by the juftice of the crown, if the of- 
fender was in holy orders, that prince could 
iiot judicially take any cognizance of this affair, 
aftd it was his defire to continue in friendfhip 
with the arcbbifhop of Canterbury, whom be 
bad found well affefted in all rcfpefts to his 
ftmce, and of .great moderation in ecclefi- 
^ftical matters. As Toon, therefore, as the 
fii^ emotions of anger were quieted in hb 
mind, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to make 
tlp^^ this quarrel between the two' contending ^ 
wimgtes^ fo contrary to the fpirit of meek- ; 
ncfe and humility becoming their facred iiinc-^ 
tion* For this purpofe he called a great council 
tf Winchefter, and prevailed on them there to 
tafe an oath,^that they- would fufpend for five 
. ^ years 
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BOOK IV^ years all enmity or wrath againft each otHen 
A.D. U76. Th^ bifliop of Ely like^vife fwearing before 
the whole aflembly, that he had not been 
guilty of laying violent hands on the arch- 
biihop of York, he and that prelate were made 
friends. 

But, to return to the afts of the parliament at 
Northampton — It is a common opinion that one 
of thoie ads was the firft inftitution of itinerant 
juftices in the kingdom of England. And in- 
Abbaf!^ deed the firft mention of them in our ancient 
Hoveden. chronicles is under this year. But Madox has 
fliewn by far fuperior authority, the Records 
^5;^\,*^ of the Exchequer, that there had been itine- 
ciii. p. ioo,rant juftices, to hear and determine criminal 
^d *^^ 8 ^^^ ^^^^ pleas, in the eighteenth year of the 
99. V. Ap- 'reign of Henry the Firft, and likewife juftices 
pcnd. in eyre for the pleas of the foreft. It alfo ap- 

pears by the fame imqueftionable evidence, that 
in the twelfth, and from thence to the feven- 
teenth of King Henry the Second, juftices of 
both forts had been conftantly fent into the 
feveral counties. As this point is important to 
the hiftory of our law, I (hall give thcfe re- 
cords in the Appendix to this book. But I 
muft further obferve here, that, as well in the 
names of the juftices itinerant of the years eleven 
hundred and feventy-fix and eleven hundred 
and feventy-nine, as in the counties ailigned to 
See Madox, them, fome difterences occur between the £x« 
Swu^ chequer roll^ and the chronicles of Bencdtft 
p. 86, 87, 88. abbot of Peterborough, and Hoveden^ who 
copies from him. We therefore cannot: rely 

oa 
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on the accounts in thofe writers concerning BOOK IV. 
this matter, as accurate or authentick. Never- A,t>,ii76. 
thelefs it is probable from what they fay, that 
a new divifion of the kingdom into fix circuits 
may have been made in this parliament of the 
twenty-fecond year of Henry the Second, and 
another into four in the twenty-ninth of that 
king. 

There is reafon to believe that the firft ap- 
pointment of itinerant judges in England was 
confequential to a fimilar inftitution m France, 
which Louis le Gros introduced, and which 
Henry the firft, from feeing the utility of it 
there, brought into this kingdom; as many 
other cuftoms, after the Normans came hither, 
were derived to us from the French, and many 
of ours reciprocally imparted to the Normans 
and other fubjefts of our kings in France. But, 
in the reign of King Stephen, perpetually agi- 
tated with inteftine commotions, this feems to 
have been dropt ; and the glory of fixing in 
the Englifli conftitution fo ufeful an improve- 
ment belongs to- Henry the fecond, by whom 
it was revived and regularly fettled. 

Lord Chief Juftice Hale, whom I cite as a Hlftor) of the 
great authority on this fubjed, in difplaying g;;;*^^^^. 
the advantages of this inftitution, obferves, land, c. yii. 
^' that it was a remedy to the evils arifing 
^' from the adminiftration of the common 
** juftice of the kingdom being (except in 
^* greater cafe>) wholly difpenfed in the county 
^•"l&dSftrtff/ hundred a>urts, and courts baron; 
** which muft hav^^tfifo3 -great inconvenience, 
-2 ** uncer- 
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BOOK IV. u uncertainty, and variety m the laws, efp^- 
^^757^7767 '' cially in the fevcral counties. For, tfee de-' 
^ cifion or judgement being made by divert 
** courts, and fevcral independent judges who 
*^ had no common intereft among tl^m, in 
** dieir feveral judicatories, thereby, in proccis 
** of time, every feveral county would have 
*^ feveral laws, cuftoms, rules, and forms of 
*'^ proceeding/* 

His Lordfliip likcwife takes notice, *' that 
«* in thefe feveral courts all the bufineis of 
•^ any moment was carried by parties* and 
" faftions. For, the freeholders being gene-* 
*^ rally the judges, not only of the feft, but<rf 
** the law, every man that had a fuit there iped 
•* according as he could make parties ; and men 
•* of great power and intereft in the county 
** did eafily overbear others in their own caufes, 
*^ or in fuch wherein they were interefted^ 
" either by relation of kindred, tenure, fervice^ 
** dependence, or application. And, although 
** in cafes of falfe judgement the law, even 
** as then ufed, provided a remedy by writ of 
'* falfe judgement before the king Oi* his chief 
*^ juftice, and in cafe the judgement was found 
*' to be fuch in the county court, all the mem- 
** hers were confiderably amerced (which alfo 
*' continued long after in ufe with foine feve- 
♦' rity), yet this proved but an tnefte6iuai 
•* remedy for thefe mifehiefsi Therefore the 
*' king took anothej: arid a more eficftual courfe} 
5' for in the twenty-fecond jrear «6if his teiga> 
** by the advice of v fah' parliament held at 

*' Rorth^ 
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«« Northampton, Jhe inftituted juftkes itine-BOOK iv. 
"rant," &c. ^ ^ a. D. ' 1176/ 

To thefe obfervations of this learned judge 
I will add, that there was another reafon tor 
it, of a political nature, namely, to obviate 
the mifchiefs arifing to the crown, and to the 
whole commonwealth, from the hereditary 
jurifdiftions introduced into England by the 
feudal fyftem there eftablifhad under the firft 
Norman kings. The difpenfing of juftice 
is the higheft and nobleft prerogative of 
a monarch ; nor does any thmg more difturb 
the good order of a kingdom, than to have 
that power independently refident in fubjefts, 
and exercifed in their names. It was fome 
check to this evil, that from the other in- 
ferior courts appeals lay to the county court, 
where the (heriff (an officer of the crown) 
prefided ; and from thence to tlie king's court. 
But, to have the royal juftice thus carried into 
all the feveral counties, by itinerant judges, 
whofe commiffions were immediately derived 
from the crown, and whofe jurifdidion was 
exercifed in the name of the king, and aymed 
with all his power, was a very great eafe and 
benefit to the people, as it faved them from 
the trouble of profecuting appeals in ordinary 
itiits, and was much lefs expenfive. 
^ Thp above-ttientiooed records of the Exr 
(dhequer demonftrat?, that, during a great 
part of King Henry the Second's reign, pleas 
y^rc held in the cpunties, frQ;n year to year, 
tyf, his judges. But it appears by a paJSage 

Vol. V. T m 
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BOOK TV. In Matthew of Weftminfter (called Florile- 
AFTT^g^O' ^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^ before the year twelve 
V.Fioriieg,* hundred and fixty-one, the itinerant juftices 
P- 379- were reftrained from going their circuits oftener 
ad ana. ^^^'' ^Yian oilce in feven years. This was a blame- • 
able change, and probably was occafioned by 
the jealoufy of the barons, defirous to keep 
theadminiftration of juftice in their own hands* 
It was happy for the commons when annual cir- 
cuits, agreeably to the praftice in the reign 
^^ of this king, were afterwards re-eftabli(hed. 
Benedia. The itinerant judges, appointed in the year 

w'v^dc eleven hundred and feventy-fix, were direfted 
*4ove en. ^^^ empowered, by authority of parliament, 
to do in their circuits all kinds of right and 
juftice which belonged to the kmg's regal of- 
fice, by commiffion from him, pr (in the cafe 
of his abfence out of the kingdom) from his 
vicegerents, where the property in queftion 
was not more than half a knight's fee ; un- 
lels the controverfy were of fuch importance 
that it could not be determined but in the 
king's prefence, or fo diffiqult that the judges 
doubted about it, and defired to refer it to 
the king, or to thofe who held his place. They 
were alio commanded to make inquifition coa- 
cerning robbers and other malefaftors in the 
counties through which they went, and k> 
take fpeclal care of the profits of the crown 
in its landed eftate and feudal rights of various 
forts, efcheats, wardfliips, and the like : to en- 
quire into caftle guards, and fend the king in- 
^rniation from what perfons they were due, 

in 
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m what places, and to what extent ; to fee ^^^^ ^^ 
that the caftles which the parliament had ad- a! D. "1176/ 
vifed the king to demolifli were compleatly de- 
ftroyed, under pain of being profecuted them- 
felves in his court : to enquire what perfons 
had gone out of the realm, that, if they did 
not return by a day appointed, in order to take 
their trial in the king's court, they might be 
outlawed : to receive, within a certain limited 
term, from all who would ftay in the king- 
dom, of every rank or condition (not except- 
ing even thofe who held by fervile tenures), 
oaths of fealty to the king, which if any man 
refufcd, they were to caufe him to be appre- 
hended as the king's enemy ; and, moreover, 
to oblige all perfons from whom liege homage 
was owing, and who had not yet done it, to 
do it to the king within a certain time, which 
the juftices themfelves were to fix. 

The greater part of thefe injundions were 
Cronfequences of the late inteftine war. But, 
fome ftatutes renewed in this parliament at^ 
Northampton, and which the itinerant juftices 
were fworn to obferve, being general regula- 
tions in judicial proceedings, or laws by which 
the civil property, or the criminal juftice of 
the realm, was materially affefted, it will Be 
neceflary to .explain the nature of them here, 
with fome obfervations thereupon. 

By one of thefe it was declared, that, on Benedict. 
the death of a free tenant, his heirs fliould re- 4^^f A „ 

••rirT» rr- m r \ • r rloveden. 

mam m luch feifin, or poilemon, of his fee, as See aifo the 
he had at the day of his deceafe; and fhould ^PP^"^f ^^ 

^ rr^ .1 this Book. 
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BOOK IV. have his chattels, ia order to fatisfy the legar- 
"" 'cies devifed by his will: and that afterwards 
they (hould repair to their lord, and perform 
to him all they owed, with regard to the re- 
lief and other feudal dues to which he was 
entitled. If the heir was a minor, his lord 
was required to receive his homage, and take 
the cuftody of him during his nonage. If he 
had more lords than one, they all were re- 
quired to receive his homage, and he was to 
perform to them all his feudal duties. The 
wife of the defunft was alfo to have her dower, 
and fuch part of his chattels as belonged to 
her. And, if the lord of the fee fliould deny 
to the heirs of the defunft the feifin they 
claimed, the king's juftices were to make re- 
cognition, or inqueft, by twelve lawful men, 
what pofleffion he had at the day of his de- 
ceafe, and, according to the verdift, reftore it 
to his heirs. It was added, that if any one 
(hould aft contrary to this ftatute, and be at- 
tainted thereof, he ihould be at the king's 
mercy (that is, he fliould be fined). 

This was a very important aft of parlia- 
.ment. It fecured to the heirs of every firee 
tenant the chattels of the defunft, for the fa- 
tisfaftion of his bequefts, againft any unjuft 
>or vexatious detainer thereof by the lord of 
the fee, and to the widow her dower and hejr 
part of his chattels. At the fame time it 
iecured to the feudal lord, or lords, all the 
fruits of their tenure, not as given by thig 
ilatute^ but as recognifed and confirmed, fonie 
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paticularly, and fome by general words. The ^^ ok IV, 
method of enquiry, in cafe that poffeffion of "^ "" * 
the fee fliould be denied to the tenant, was not 
by duel or any fuperftitious kind of trial, but by 
the ycrdift of a jury, upon which the king's 
juftices were immediately to rellore the inheri- 
tance to the heirs. 

One of thefe ftatutes, .relating to criminal 
Juftice, fays, that if any one apprehended for 
murder, or theft, or robbery, or forgery, 
or any other felony, confefles his offence be- 
fore the chief magiftrate of the hundred or 
borough and any lawful men, or if he has 
made a like confeffion without being appre- 
hended, he Ihall not be fuffered to deny it 
afterwards before the king's juftices. 

By another, a robber, when taken, was to 
be committed to the cuftody of the (herifF, or, 
in the abfence of the (heriff, to the neareft 
caftellan, who was to keep him in his cuftody 
till he could deliver him to the fiieriff. 

This parliament did alfo confirm a law, which Vol. III. 
has been mentioned in a former part of this P* *97- 
work, that no ftranger fliould be lodged for 
more than one night, in any burgh or town, 
without being put under pledge. 

But the moft extraordinary ftatute here en- See the Ap* 
afted was this ; that if any one was arraigned v^^^^^ 
before the king's juftices of murder, or theft, 
or robbery, oi* receiving any fuch malefaftors, 
or of forgery, or of malicious burning of 
houfes, by the oaths of twelve knights of the 
hundred^ or (when fo many knights were not 
T 3 prefent) 
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BOOK IV, prefent) by the oaths of twelve free and law* 
fill men, or by the oaths of four men of every 
town of the hundred, he was to undergo the 
trial of the water ordeal, and, if convifted 
thereby, to lofe one of hir feet, according ta. 
the ftatute made at Clarendon, to which, for 
the greater rigour of juftice, this parliament 
added, that he (hould alfo lofe one hand, and 
abjure the kingdom, and go out out of it with-* 
in forty days. If acquitted by the ordeal, he 
was to ftay in the kingdom, finding fureties, 
unlefs he had been arraigned of murder, or 
any heinous felony, by the community of the 
county and of the lawful knights of his coun- 
try ; in which cafe, though the ordeal had de- 
clared him innocent, he was neverthelefs to 
quit the realm within forty days, and take 
with him his chattels (faving the rights of his 
lords), and be at the mercy of the king whe- 
ther he Ihould ever return or not. This ftatute 
was to take place from the time when that 
of Clarendon here confirmed was enafted un- 
til the prefent time, and as mud longer as it 
Jhould pieafe the king^ in the cafes of murder, 
treafon, and malicious burning, and in all the 
cafes above-mentioned, except in fmall thefts 
and robberies committed in the time of war,^ 
fuch as ftealing horfes, or oxen, or things of 
fmaller value. 

In confidering this law one is ftrnck with 
the injuftice of fending men to a trial, by 
which if condemned they were to be ,puni(hed 
with amputation of limbs and perpetual ba- 
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niftment; and even if acquitted, on a charge ^00 Kiv. 
of any heinous felony, to be banifhed for a^ "" 
time, or, if the king pleafed, for life. Sup- 
pofing that fome doubt concerning the proof 
of the innocence of the party, acquitted in this 
manner, was the caufe of this proceeding, fo 
contrary to the ordinary courfe of law, fuch 
doubt fhould have been equally applied to 
invalidate the proof of guilt by this trial. 

We are told, that William Rufus, uponE^dmer,Hi{L 
being informed, that about fifty Engliflimen^^^'- P- 4*- 
of good quality and fortune, whom he had 
caufed to be tried for killing his deer by the 
ordeal of hot iron applied to their hands, had 
all come off unburnt, and confcquently ac- ' 
quitted, declared, he would try them again, 
by the judgement of his court, and not by this 
pretended judgement of God, "which was made 
favourable or unfavourable at any maris pica* 
fure. The monk, who relates this, repre- 
fents it as (hewing the impiety of the king : 
but it only fhews that he thought, this fu- 
perflitious method of trying a criminal ac- 
cufation was fraudulently managed i and fo, 
doubtlefs, it was ; or no man could ever have 
been acquitted by it. Henry the Second had, 
perhaps, the fame opinion about it, and th.ere- 
fore would not allow fuch an acquittal to 
have its full effeft : but, if it could not avail 
to clear a culprit, it ought not to have been 
effeftual to condemn hhn i as it was by this 
law, which favours ftrongly of the barbarifm 
ItiU remaining in thofe times. 

T 4 Ordeak 
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BOOK IV. Ordeals by water and fire had been always 
v^"-'^ in ufe among the Englifli. Mention is made 
of them in one of the moft ancient codes of 
the Anglo-Saxon laws, the ft^tutes of King 
V.Wilkins, Ina : and the fame modes of trial were cufto- 
Leg. nx. ,yjgj.y^ iQj^g before, in many pagan nations, 
V. Peiioutler, particulatly among the Celtic tribes, who, in 
Hirtoire des their early migrations out of the Eaft, brought 
^^' with them fhefe fuperftitiojis, and fpread them 
over the greateft part of Europe. The adopt* 
ing'of them into the Chriftian religion is one 
inltance among many, how flrangely the prac- 
tice of accommodating that faith to fuperfti- 
tions the moft foreign and moft abhprrept 
from it prevailed in fome ages, 
Kttcxtii Sir H. Spelman has given us, from the anr 

S|?eim. Gioir. c*i^^^ book of Rocheftcr, a form of prayer 
Oi^DALiuM. and exorcifm, ufed in this kingdom, to en- 
dow the water or hot iron with the miracu- 
lous power of difcorering guilt or innocence 
in fuch trials ; by which it appears (as alfo 
by the ftatute of King In a above-mentioned) 
that the Chriftian clergy interfered (as the 
heathen priefthood had done) in this pretended 
fupernatural adminiftration ot juftice ; defiring^ 
doubtlefs, to gain thereby to themfelves a 
greater reverence from the people. Yet the 
Roman pontiff, and the canons of feveral coun- 
cils, juftly condemned and forbad it, a$ re- 
pugnant to the precept, T/jou Jhalt not tempt 
V. Sclden, ^^^ Lord thy God. Their authority by de- 
mr. p. 204. grees fo far prevailed, that Kmg Henry the 
Third, by an order of council, in the third 
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year of his reign, commanded his judges, Jor^ book iv. 
a/much as the judgement by fire and water "* 
was prohibited by the church of Rome, and it 
had not been determined, when they fet out on 
their circuits, how perfons arraigned of rob^ 
bery^ murder, or other fuch crimes, Jhould be 
tried, to keep them in prifon under fafe cuf- 
tody, but {o as not to endanger their lives or 
limbs \ and to caiife perfons charged with lefs 
heinous offences, yet fuch as would have been 
triable \sy fire or water if it had not been for- 
bidden, to abjure the kingdom. This was bet- 
ter than banifliing them (as was done by the 
ftatute of Henry the Second above-mentioned) 
after the ordeal had cleared them : and from 
this time forwards fuch trials, without any 
exprefs law having been made to forbid them 
(at leaft, fo far as we know), were aboliflied 
in England by difufe. 

But another fpecies of appeal to what ia 
thofe days was called the judgement of God, 
continued here many centuries after the ordeal 
by fire or water; I mean the trial by duel. 
This alfo was a part of the ancient jurifpru- 
dence of many barbarous heathen nations, 
which their converfion to Chriftianity did not 
always correft, as it naturally ought to have 
done. Luitprandus, a king of the Lombards 
in Italy, fays in one of his laws quoted by Sir 
H. Spelman, *^ We are uncertain about /iJ^Gloir. Or 
^^ judgement of God, and have beared of many lium 
^'perfons who have unjuftly loft their caufes 
>* in trials hy battle. Bt|t we arQ not able to 
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BOOK rv. << abrogate this impious laip of the Lombards^ 
^^ ^^""^^'^ which the cuftom of our nation has efta- 
*^ blilhed/' The fame complaint might as 
juftly have been made by the kings of many 
other countries. Several popes condemned thi;i 
as much as the ordeals by fire and water : but 
the martial fpirit of the people among whom 
it was pra£liied prevailed with great obftinacy 
over their prohibitions ; and a method of judi- 
cature obtained a fixed eftablifhment through 
moft parts of Europe, not only in criminaU 
but alfo in civil caufes, which did the very 
reverfe of what all legiflation, and all infl:ituti- 
ons of orderly government, were intended to do, 
l>y giving the decifion of right and the puinih- 
nientof offences, not to juftice, but to force. 
The firft mention made of it in the laws of this 
?o'n X"^ kingdom is in one of William the Firft, which 
tonsChron. grants full liberty to any Englifhman to ap- 
aud Sciden's pogj guy Frenchman, by duel, of theft, ho- 
p. i^,. micide, or any other matter tor which a trial 
by duel, or by the fire ordeal, ought to be 
granted. And, if the Englifli appellant (hould 
chufe to proceed by the latter, the Frenchman 
was not bound to that method of proof, but 
was to clear himfclf by the oaths of witnelles 
according to the law of Normandy. If a 
Frenchman appealed an Englifhman of the 
fame crimes, the Englifhman was to have the 
option of defending himfelf either by combat 
or by the fire ordeal. And if either party was 
infirm, and could not or would not maintain 
his caufe by combat, he might procute for 

himfelf 
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liimfelf a legal champion. If the French ap-^OOK iv, 
pellant was vanqiiifhed, he was to pay to^ "^ 
the king fixty (hillings : and if the Englifli- 
roan accufed would not defend himfelf by 
combat or by witneffes, he was to clear him- 
felf 'by the judgement of God (which here 
means the ordeal). 

There are other ftatutes of this king to much 
the fame effeft, which the reader will find 
in the Appendix to this book. William of v. Append, 
Malmfbury tells us, in his hiftory of the reign 
of William the Second, that William de Hop, 
being accufed of high trealbn before that king, 
challenged the accufer to a duel, and having 
been vanquiffied therein was puniflied as guilty 
by the lofs of both his eyes, and by caftration. 
Another chronicle adds, that the laft of thefe 
penalties was inflided upon him at the defire 
of a nobleman, who charged him with having 
debauched his wife. Of a duel fought in the 
reign of King Henry the Second, by Henry 
de Effex and Robert de Montfort, an account 
has already been given. We learn firom Glan- Glanvliic, 
ville, that, when he was grand jufticiary to ^' ^i^- ^- *• 
that prince, the proceedings in the king's court, 
and before his juftices in their circuits,, on cri- 
minal matters, were thefe : ^ 

If any one was charged with high treafon 
by common fame only, he was either to find 
proper bail, or be imprifoned : then the trurh 
of the faft was to be enquired into, before 
the king's juftices, by various inquifitions and 
interrogations, and by probable or circum- 
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BOOK rv.ftantial evidence. If the conjedures were 
^ "^ '^doubtful, fome making for and fome againft 
the accufed, he was to be tried by the ordeal, 
or wholly acquitted, at the difcretion of the 
court. But, if an accufer appeared, the ac- 
cufed was to find fufficient bail, or be impri- 
foned ; and the accufer (if he could) was alfo 
to find fureties, that he would proiecute his 
charge; or (if he could not) he was then to 
be bound to it by his oath alone, as in all 
other cafes of felony, wherein it was thought 
proper not to infift on further fecurity than 
the oath of the accufer, for fear of deterring 
others, by too much ftriftnefs, from fuch ac- 
cufations. When the fuit was inftituted, a 
day was affigned to the parties ; on which, 
the accufer declaring, that he had feen, or 
knew, by fome other means proved in court, 
that the defendant had contrived or done fome- 
thing againft the life of the king, or to fe- 
duce the realm, or the army, from its alle- 
giance, or had confented to, or counftlled, or 
abettqd, fuch treafon, and was ready to make 
good his charge ; the defendant, oh the con- 
trary, denying it with all the legal forms; 
then the controverfy was to be determined by 
a combat between them. The duel being once 
pledged in the manner above-mentioned, no 
change could be made by either of the parties 
in the matter of the charge, but they were 
to ^adhere to it in all points, as declared in the 
court, without addition or diminution, under 
the penalty to the party who ihould in any 
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wife recede from it of being confidered as van- BOOK IV. 
quifhed, and fubjeft to the legal confequences ^ ^ 
thereof. Nor could they be reconciled to each 
other without leave of the king, or of his 
jufticiary. 

If the appellant was vanquished, he was to 
pay to the king a mulft of fixty (hillings, to 
be branded with the infamous name of re- 
creant, and to be difabled from eA^er being adr L/ii, p. i^. 
mitted again to bear teftimony by duel in 
any court agaiiift any other man. But if the 
defendant was vanquiflied, he was to be punifli* L. xir. 
cd, as thofe who were convifted by the ordeal, P' "^' "^' 
with forfeiture of all his lands and goods from 
him and his heirs for ever, and either with 
death, or lofs of members, at the will of theseealfc, 1.1. 
king, who in this aijd in all pleas concerning c- \- »»<* 
felonies might either wholly pardon pr infli^^*^^^*^' "'^^ 
the lefler punifhment, as he thought good. 
To this kind of accufation every freeman 
of full age, and even a peafant in villenage 
of the loweft degree was admitted : but noL ^^j^^ ^^ j^ 
woman could be ft) in any plea of felony, ex- 
cept in an appeal on the murder of her huC- 
band, to which flie was an eye witnefs, or 
upon a rape or oi^her injury againft her own 
perfon. . / 

A man accufed of high treafon, or any fe- 
lony, if above fixty years old, or if maimed 
hy a broken bone or a wound which had 
taken off or deeply indented fome part of the . 
crown of his head, might decline a duel and 
be tried by the ordeal of hot irpp, if he was 
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BOOK rv.a freeman, or by that of water, if a peafaiit. 
"* ^As this diftinftion is not made in the above- 
mentioned ftatutc of Clarendon and Northamp- 
ton, and we find no mention there of any- 
trial by duel, it may be prefumed that the 
king, who had power to continue or abrogate 
that law, had abrogated it before Glanville's 
treatife was written. The reafon why fuch 
a wound upon the crown of the head, as is 
defcribcd in the paffage I have quoted from 
thence, exempted from a duel, may probably 
have been that itdifabled the party from put* 
ting on a helmet, or from bearing fo well as 
his adverfary might do a blow received upon 
it. But, if a miraculous interpofition of the 
Deity was fuppofed, neither this, nor a broken 
bone, nor the weaknefs of old age, ought to 
have been an objeftion againft bringing any 
man accufed of a crime to this trial ; and if 
human force could be of any avail, the na- 
tural event of the combat could not afibrd 
any proof of innocence or of guilt. I would 
alfo obferve, that the danger to the party &c- 
cuiing muft have often prevented profecutions 
for treafcMi and other heinous crimes. Ho- 
micide, burning of houfes, robbery, rape, for- 
gery, falfe coining, and other frauds of tl^ 

L. »v. Moft criminal nature, are mentioned by Glan- 
ville as triable in the manner and under the 
regulations above defcribed. Among thefe 

L. xiv. c I, offences he reckons the fraudulent concealment 
of treafune trove ; but takes notice that com- 
mon fame was not a fufikient ground to ex- 
2 pofe 
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pofe a man to the ordeal upon a charge ofBOOK IV, 
this nature, unlefs it was proved againft him, ^ ^ "* 
or he had confcft in court, that he bad found 
in the place where the treafure was faid to 
have been difcovered by him, and had taken 
away from thence, fome kind of metal; on 
which prefumption he was bound to purge 
himfelf by the ordeal, that he had found and 
taken away no more. 

A diftiniftion is made by Glanville between L. xJt. c, 4. 
two kinds of homicide, one called murder, 
which according to his definition is fecretly 
perpetrated, none feeing or knowing of it, 
except the murderer and his accomplices, with 
no hue and cry following immediately there- 
upon ; and another, which he calls iimple 
homicide, or manflaughter. With regard to 
the firft of thefe, no accufer was admitted if 
not related in blood to the perfon murdered, 
and the rieareft relation excluded any other 
more diftant. With regard to the fecond, 
it fufficed that the accufer was fome way re- 
lated to the flain, either by confanguinity, 
or by homage, or by feudal dominion, and 
that he was an eye witnefs of the fa£t. A 
perfon accufed of manflaughter, who was fol- 
lowed by a hue and cry, and taken in his 
flight, upon proof thereof in court by the oaths 
of his country, was fometimes compelled to 
clear himfelf by the ordeal : and one accufed 
by a woman of the death of hei" hnft>and, was 
either to appeal in that manner to the judge- 
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BOOK iv.jnent of God, or fuftain her proof againd 
^^ '''■^'"'^liiin, which, I prefume, was by oath. 
L.X1V. c 6. 'j^jjg {gjjie eledion was given in the trial of 
a rape : but the plaintiff in that cafe was pre- 
fently after the commiflion of the crime to go 
to the next town, and make known the wrong 
done her to perfbns there of good credit, and 
fhew them her cloaths torn, and the effii- 
fion of blood, if there was any ; and then 
do the lame to the chief magistrate of the 
hundred ; after which, on her complaint, trial 
was to be ordered with the forms above-men- 
tioned. 

Glanville adds, that a man convided of a 
rape could not efcape the pvinifhment due to 
his crime by being willing to marry the wo* 
man he had ravilhed : for thus it would fre- 
quently happen, that men of fervile condition, 
by means of one pollution, might contaminate 
ladies of the moft noble birth ; or noblemen 
might be defiled, and their illuftrious families 
difgraced, by matches with mean women. 
But it was held, that, before the judgement 
paft, a woman accufing and a man accufed 
of a rape might be reconciled to each other by 
the means of a marriage, with the leave of 
the king, and with the confent of the pa^ 
rents. 
L. xiv. c 7. In cafes of forgery, Glanville fays, a dif- 
ference was made between forging a private 
or a royal charter ; one convidcd of the latter 
being punifhable as for treafon (tliat is, with 
:4cath)> but the punifliment for the former 

being 
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Ib^lngonly lofs of members, as in other leflet ^QQ^ ^^* 
frauds ; yet always fubjeft to the Avill and plea- ^ 
fure of the king. He alfo remarks, that in l. xiv. c. i. 
all c^fes of felony the. accufed might be bailed, 
except in homicide, where, for the greater 
terror, it was otherwife decreed by law. Yet 
even in di^t cafe he might be bailed by the 
fecial gf ace of the king. 

William the Conqueror (as appears by ^J^lf/j^'^' 
charter of his ftatutes) forbad the putting tOp/^zQ^ 
death any perfon for any crime whatfoever ; See aifo Ap* 
but ordained that the eyes of the convifted P^"^* 
criming fhould be plucked out, and the feet 
or hands cutoff, or that he fliould be caftrated, 
according to the nature and degree of his of- 
fence: for which the reafon is given in the fta* 
tute itfelf, viz. that his mutilated trunk might 
remain q living proof of his guilt. 

This charter has no date : but either this 
Aatute was pofterior to the death of Earl 
WaltheofF, who was beheaded for high trea*- 
fon in the year 1075, or fome fubfequent fta- 
Jute had given the king a power to m^ke the 
puniflmjcnt for that crime either lofs of life or 
lofs of members, at his .will and difcretion. ' 
Willianl Rufus unquefti9nably had by law fuch 
a power : for William de Aldney, an accom-;* 
plice of William de Hou, who (as I have 
laid before) was pUniftied in his members for 
having confpired againft that prince, fufFered 
death for that treafon. 

Hqnry the Firft made a law, that every Spelman, Co- 
perfon who was caught in ftealing or robbing y^^^^^g^^^^^ 

V9I-. V, U fhould tor. H. I. 
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KOOKlv.fhouId be hanged. At the fame time he 
\!j^\^^ 'puniftied coineirs by the lofs of their eyes and 
p. 304, 305. caftration. 

It is faid, that in the latter part of his reign 
his love of money inclined him radier to putiiih 
offenders by amercements and mnlds, than by 
iany corporal pains. During the Saxon times thi$ 
had been the general pTaftice, which firft arofc 
from a prudent defire in the government to ftop 
by fuch competitions to the p^irty offended^ 
or to his family and kindred, that dangerous 
right which the cuftoms of aneirint Gertnahy, 
and of other barbarous nations, had giveti t6 
particulars, a right to revenge their wrongs 
themfelves by force of arms, and to carry oft 
deadly feuds from one generation to another* 
But, as port of the werege/Jf Or compofitioii 
for crimes, was paid to the king, avarice con- 
tinued in a more civiliaed ftate rf the king- 
dom what neceflity had eftablifhed in the rude 
beginnings of it, when the Anglo-S^Kon laws 
were little better in moft points than the cuf- 
Lc ^kthel- '^"^^ ^^ fevages committed to writing. Yet 
fiani, 4^ Under fome of their kings it appears that cer- 
tain crimes were capitally puniflied. By the 
laws of Athelftan, a man who confefled him- 
felf guilty of treafon againft his lord, or wha 
was convifted thereof by the proof of a triple 
ordeal, was to be put to death ; and the lame 
penalty was affigned to homicide, if fo matii- 
P. 6;j— 7a feft that it could not be denied. In the col- 
leftion of laws, made under the reign of the 
fame king, and entitled Judicia Civitatis Lon^ 

dmicey 
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iim^f^ m^feft theft, ii what was Aoltn tyL-^ f^Q^^^^ 
ceeded the value of twelve Saxon pennies, and^ v— -f 
the voluntary concealment of a known thief^ 
and the ftandn^ by h^m ox defending him by 
force q( arms, are declared to be oiiences punifii* 
aWe with death. Where the faft was moire 
doubtful, the perfon fufpeAe4 was to be tried 
by the ordeal, and, if conviSed, was to lofe his 
life, unlefs his relations, or bis lord, would 
redeem him by paying the value of his life> 
and compenfating the full price of what he 

^had ftol^n, aijd would alfo become fureties for 
his firf:ure goiad behaviour. And, if he after^ 
wards thieved, his relations were to deliver 
him up to the magiftrate, and he was to be 
put to death. By one law of this king an un* Wiikms^ 
deniable dieft, above the value c£ twelve pence, ^ ^^* 
had "been declared capital^ if the thief was more 
than twelve years old ; but be afterwards, out 
of pity (as he fays in another ftatute), changed 
the age to fifteen* A ftatute of Edgar de- Ibidem, p. 78. 

, Clares, that no publick or open robber, nor ^s-^^^s*"' 
any one taken in a manifeft aft of treafon 
againft bis lord, was to hope for his life at 
any price. In the conftitutions of ^thelredP* m^ 
it is faid, that, by the law of the Northern 
Englifli, wbofoever killed a man within the 
walls of a church was to be put to death, and 
whofoevtr wounded one within thofe walls 
was to lofe his hand. By other laws of that 
king, if any one fought or robbed in a royal 
city, or in the neighbourhood thereof, he was P* "Pi 
;to lofe his life, unlefs the king would allow 
U a him 
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BOOK IV, him to redeem it; and, if any one plotted 
^'^"^ 'againft the life of the king, he thereby for- 
feited his own ; but, if the faft was not proved, 
he might clear himfelf of the charge by pay- 
ing the price of the king's head, (for even tA^^ty 
in the laws of the Anglo-Saxons, was rated) 
or by a triple ordeal. 
Wilkins, There is alfo a remarkable ftatute of this 

P' '°9* king* with relation to the military difcipline 
of the kingdom, which fays, that if any man 
returned from any fervice to which the king 
went in perfon, without his leave, he fliould lofc 
his life and all his goods; but, where the king 
was not prefent, fuch defertion was to be 
puniflied only by a mulft of one hundred and 
twenty (hillings. 
ScePrefecc^to Some writers fuppofe, that the Saxons di- 
Laudibus ftinguiflied as we do between manflaughter 
L. Angl. and murder ; but of this I find no clear proof 
SecalfoCarte. j^^ ^^^ ^£ ^j^^j^ laws. It only appears, from 

thofe before recited, that in all cafes of blood, 

and other offences there mentioned, they made 

a great difference between manifeft or acknow- 

lodged guilt, and what was fofar uncertain as 

to require a trial ; which feems to imply fome 

doubt in the legiflature of the methods of 

proof then in ufe. 

Leg.Cnuti, A flatute of Canute the Dane, when king 

^^' " of England, declares, that houfebreaking, and 

burning of houfes, and open robbery, and the 

publick killing of a man, and treafon againft 

one's lord, are tnepcpiable crimes, according to 

human 
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human laws: that is, fuch for which no ^^^^ ^^ 
amercements could be taken, ""^ 

In this opinion the Norman kings of Eng- 
land concurred with their Danifh prcdeceflbrs, 
and carried their rigour yet further. But 
amercements were ftill taken for mai)y lefler 
offences, of which I will give fpme inftances 
in the reign of King Henry the Second, that 
are curious and defcriptive of the law and 
ftate of thofe times. 

Mauger le Clerc was amerced a hundred ^^^^^^^^; 
fhillings for having caufed one man to fight qu^;-, c. xiv. 
two duels in one day; and feveral others, 
who were with him in his court, were like- 
wife amerced in proportion to their means. 

The county of Somerfet was amerced four 
pounds wanting a penny for having ordered a 
duel in the Hundred Court which ought to 
have been in the County Court. 

^ William de Frifton was amerced ten marks 
for having taken cognizance in his court of 
a robbery, and adjudged a duel thereupon^ 
Ivo the hufband of Emnia was amerced fiifty 
fhillings for having withdrawn from a duel 
on the day when he wa$ to fight. Philip 
fbn of Wiard and five more were amerce^ 
threp' marks anji a half for having fuffered a 
mail, in a trial by the fire-ordeal^^ to b^ar the 
iron fwice with only one heating. 

The town ^f Prefton was amerced five^^^^^t 
marks, for having put a man to the water- ^ ^ ^* 
prdeal without warrant ; and Roger de Chaurea 
half a mark, for having b?en concerned in g 
U 3 ' ' likft 
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BOOK iv.i'iicc trial without view of the king's ferjeattt* 
^ The town of Maiden was amerced three marks, 

and the mayor, or baily, five, for having, 
banged a robber without fuch view. Stephen 
de Mereflet was amerced two marks, for a 
foolifh anfwer in court fpro Jlulto reponfo). 
Mauger de St. Albin was amerced half a mark 
for having feized a wreck without war^ant^ 
from the jufticiary. William, fon of Waldefli 
was amerced five marks for refilling to do the 
work he owed to the king in Banburg caftle, 
Avelina de Ria was amerced two hundred 
pounds twelve fliillings. for having caufed her 
fon to be knighted while he was the king's 
ward. (This was becaufe knighthood took 
him out of wardfhip r and the gi'eatnels of the 
amercement fliews, that, where the king was 
concerned, fuch a fraud was efteemed a great 
offence.) 

The city of Worcefler was amerced fiv^ 
marks, and the manor of Wikebout two, for 
a default of proving englefchery^ when a mur- 
der had been committed, It will be neceflary 
to explain what englefcbery meant, being a 
remarkable circumflance in our ancient law. 
uS'i^c.i f! ^^ prevent the frequent murders of the Danes 
' by the Englifh, the barons of England were 
fureties to Canute the Great, upon his fending 
his Danilh army back to Denmark, that, when 
^ny perfon was murdered, he Ihould be fup- 
pofed to be a Dane if he was not proved to 
be an Englifhman by his parents or kindred ; 
3n4, iu default of fuch proof,N if the murderer 

was 
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Ivaj unknown, or had made hh dcape^ the ?ook iv. 
tawnOiip in which th^ man w^s (lain was to ^ 
be amerced for it fixty-fix marks to the king; 
or if, by reafon of the poverty of the town- 
fhip, that fun> could not be raikd from tlience, 
it was to be paid by the hundred. This 
agreement was carried into a law; which, 
when the Normans had got pofleffion of Eng- 
land, they appHed to themfelves and all the 
other foreigners who had come over with them, 
under the gemeral name of French : but, by 
the record here recited, it evidently appear?, 
that aaaercements for default erf proving EnghJ^ 
cbery were npt near fo high in the times of which 
I write as under King Canute. Towns and Madox,c.xiv., 
hundreds were amerced for murders or matt- 
flaughters committed therein, ^notwithftanding 
that the flain was proved to be Englilh ; of 
M^hich numberlefs inftances occur in the Rolls, 
with great differences in the fums. From ibidem, 
fuch general amercements the lands of the ^•^74- 
royal demefne, and thofe holden by the queen, 
and eccleiiaftical fees, and lands in frank al- 
moigne, within the precinfts on which any 
inulft was levied, were exempted. The like 
freedom was granted by charter from the king 
%Q feveral barons and lords of feigneuries ; 
and fo was the privilege of having to their 
own ufe and profit the amercements incurred 
within their lordfhips* 

A very fpvere law was made by King Ed- Wiiklns.Lcg. 
gar^ againJft calumniators,, condemning them to ^^&^* 4* 
tiave their tongues cut out, or redeem them 

U4 by 
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book; IV. by paying the value of their lives ; (that h^ 
^ ^^""'^the compenfation at which their lives were 
rated in the written laws of thofe days.) But 
the faljhood of the report was to be proved 
by the plaintifF. And this was confirmed by 
J>g. Cnuti, King Canute. There is alfo a ftatute of Al- 
jijcr.^lfi^i fred, which affigns the fame punifliment to 
z'C the inventor of a public falfe report (public 

cum mendacium) : but whether by this we are 
to underftand every kind of defamation pub- 
licly fpread, or falfe news to the prejudice of 
the government or ftate, I am not quite cer- 
tain; From the account that is given in Glan- 
ville-s book of the criminal law in his times, 
it does not appear that thefe ftatutes were then 
in force. 

It has been mentioned in a former part of 
this work, that a principal branch of the king's 
incidental revenue arofe from mulfts for th^ 
breach of foreft laws. How high thefe fome- 
times were, even in the reigns of good princes, 
the following inftances atteft. In the twelfth 
year of King Henry the Second the bifhop of 
^xm' Salilbury was amerced feventy-iive pounds 
feven {hillings for taking a che'vereuil (or roe- 
buck) ; and in the twenty-fecond of that king 
Adam de Brus paid a hundred for a iimilar 
offence in a foreft. If we confider the value 
of money in thofe days, thefe mulds will ap- 
pear very grievous : but it muft be likewife 
confidered, that Henry took them in lieii ipf 
the lives or the members, which the laws of 
his predecefibr§, the three firft Norman mo- 

narchs. 
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narchs, had declared to be forfeited by fref-BOOK rv. 
pafles of that nature. And here I would ob-^ "* ' 
ferve, that a charter of the ftatutes of Kingv.Spelman, 
Canute the Great, relating to forefts, affirms, Gioin Fp- 
that hunting in them had been reckoned among ^^^^^^ 
the greater crimes by the old Englifli cuftoriis 
fab aniiquo) : and by the conftitutions there 
publiflied the killing of a flag was puniflied 
in a freeman by the lofs of his liberty, and 
in a flave by death. But bifliops, abbots, and 
the king's barons, (or thole who held the ftme 
rank under the Danifh kings of England as 
the barons under the Norman) if guilty of kil- 
ling a flag, which thefe ftatutes denominate 
a royal wild beaji^ were to be puniflied at the 
king's difcretion. For deftroying his other 
jgame very heavy amercements were laid on 
the inferior orders of freemen ; but liberty was 
given to the fpiritual and temporal nobles to 
kill any game, except the ftag. This privi- 
lege was denied by the Norman foreft laws, 
more fcvere than the former ; nor did Henry 
the Second reftore it to the bifliops or tempo- 
ral lords, but CMily remitted to all offenders 
in the forefl the corporal penalties which thofe 
laws hadinflided. 

Before I go from the fubjeft of legal pro- 
ceedings eftabliflied in thofe times, it will be 
proper to mention, that, even in fome civil 
fuits, the trial by duel was ufed under cer- 
tain regulations! namely, in pleas concerning 
freeholds of hereditary land by writs of right, 
pr concerning the warranty of fucb freeholds. 
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ROOK rv- apd others fbted by GlanvHlc, which it will not 
"^he neceffary to enlarge upoo here, except in 
ibme circumftances which ^pear to defibrve a 
more peculiar attention* 
Gknvillc, jj^ gj] fy^h trials it was a general nile, that 

the demandant could not profccute his fuit in 
his own perfon, but was to do it by a cham- 
pion who could be a proper witnefs of the fa<3: 
in difpute, from what he had heard, or had &en : 
whereas the defendant was permitted to chufe 
whether he would maintain hiis right himfclf, 
or by another fit perfon. In making his claim 
the dema^ant was obliged ta^declare> that he 
was ready to prove it by his freeman, then 
prefent ; or, in cafe that any ill fliould hap- 
pen to him, by fuch others as he then ihould 
name in court After the dud was pledged 
the champion could not be changed, unk& 
he who had undertaken the combat fhould die 
a natural death before the fuit was concluded ; 
in which cafe it was lawful to have recourfe 
to the others who had been named ia court, 
or even, if none had been fo named, to fi&d 
another champion, provided he was one who 
could be a proper witnefs^ of the fed to be 
tried : but, if the death of the firft had been 
caufed by his own fault, no other could be 
legally fubiHtuted to him, and the caufe whkh 
he fhould have maintained was loft. The 
champion on either fide might produce in cqueC 
Ibis own legitimate fon, tSo fight in his ikad, 
^l^it not any other perfon* In cafe of the drath 
of fech champion pending the caufe, the defcn- 
diint loft his feifin, where the queftion was 

about 
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^hcmthni^ •btft not his fuit, unlefs the chain- ^0<wc jv. 
plon had died by his own fatilt. If eithcf party ^ 
complained that bis adverfary's champion was 
J^freJy and offered to prov^e it Hmfelf by com* 
bat agalnft him, or by another who had feen 
the hire taken, the principal duel was ftopt till 
this had been fought ; and, if the champion 
thus accufed was overcome, the demandant 
loft his caufe, and the champion was puniflied, 
if not killed in the duel, by the fame penalties 
that have been before defcribed, as inflifted 
on the vanquiflied and recreant champion of 
an appellant, or accufer, in a criminal profe* 
cution* 

The right to a freehold could not be tried 
by duel, unlefs the demandant fwore, that 
his father or grandfether had been feifed of it 
in demefne, as of fee, in the time of King 
Henry the Firft, or after the coronation of 
King Henry the Second; and had received 
profits from it to the value of five fhillings, 
at leaft, in corn and other produce. It is ob- 
fervable, that, not long before this time^ a 
fimilar regulation had been eflablifhed in France 
of the value of land, the right to which might 
be tried by the iffue of a duel. The paffing 
over Stephen's reign in the oath above-men-r 
tioned was occafioned, I prefume, by its being 
fuppofed, that no poffeffion acquired during 
the lawlefs difordcrs and civH wars of that 
reign could give any valid title, if it had not 
been confirmed by the fucceeding prince. On 
thp demand of a freehold made agreeably to 

4 the 
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Bpa& IV. the form before recited, the demandant's chant- 
pion was admitted to maintain his caufe^ 
though he had not himfelf any perfonal know- 
ledge of the faft in queftion, provided he 
qould fwear, that his father, when dying, 
had injoined him, on his duty, if ever he * 
Ihould hear of a law fuit concemmg that land, 
to atteft what his father had (een or heared, 
and prov€ it by combat : whereas in all other 
pifes it was required that the champion fhould 
be able to fwear upon his own direft know- 
ledge; as (for example) in trying the right 
of advowfons, which was to be proved by 
the evidence of one or more legal witness ofr 
femjg to atteft by combat, that he pr they 
had feea ox heared the demandant prefent a 
parfon to the living during the period pre- 
fcribed. In writs of novel difieifin, which 
were triable alfo by combat, the limitation of 
time was after the king's laft voyage to Nor- 
mandy. 

A duel might take place between a lord and 
his tenant concerning fcrvices not confeft tb 
be due by the latter, if the former could bring 
one of his peers to give teftimony, and prov^ 
it by combat, that he had feen the tenant, 
or his anceftors, perform thofe fervices to 
the lord, or to his anceftors, for that fief. And, 
if the tenant was vanquiflied in fuch a con- 
troverfy, he forfeited his right, and that of 
his heirs, to the whole fief, if, in a fuit about 
land, the demandant alledged, that it belonged 
to one lord, and the defendant affirmed, that 
z it 
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it belonged to another, both lords were futn> BQOK iv\ 
moned to appear in court, and if the lord of ^ 
the defendant warranted to him his fief, he (the 
lord) had the option, either tb take the de- 
fence of it upon himfelf, or defend it by hh 
tenant; and the rights of both wer^ fecured 
by either of them vanquifhing the chaaipion 
qf the deniandant : but, if either was vab«i 
quiflied, the tenant loft his land, and his lord 
the fcrvice from it. If the lord denied his war- 
ranty, the tenant might prove it by a witneft 
duly qualified, and ready to fight in his caufe, 
or by other fuflScient evidence produced on his > 

part to the fatisfaftion of the court. If the 
lord of the demandant avowed his warranty, 
he had alfo the choice to maintain his right 
himfelf or entruft it to his tenant ; but if he 
4enied it, the tenant, who had called him into 
court, was at the king's mercy for having fet 
up a falfe claim. Glanville explains what was L. ix. c. z^ 
meant by being at the king's mercy f^in miferi^ 
cordid regis J ^ namely, that the offender (hould 
be amerced by a jury of the vicinage, but fo as 
not to deprive him of an honourable main- 
tenance according to his rank. 

Debts upon mortgage or pledges or promife, L. il c- u 
if denied, might be like wife proved by dueli 
where the fad contefted was known to the de^ 
mandant's champion. If fureties for a debt 
denied their furetyfliip in the whole or in part; 
the creditor might proceed againft them by 
duel ; and fo he might againft a debtor who 
denied a deed or writing which acknowledged 

the 
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UOOK IV. the debt, »nd the feal affixed to it, if he conU 
'and a proper witnef* to ijiaiptain th^ by 
combat, tfyedaUy owe whoiename was infix- 
ed in the deed ; but, if otbfr dee^s, proved 
to have been given by the 4pt>tor, and evi- 
dently figned with the fame fe»l, were pro- 
duced, ihe caufc hereupon was deteraained 
a^ainft him without any fvffther pro€efs, and 
be was at the king's mercy. 

By the law of wofc times, in aU lales, thf 
fclkr and hi* heirs were oUiged to waryai^t 
to the bayer, aad to his heirs, the thing ibl<|, 
if a iiijt arcie about it i a»»d, on a denial <^ 
fuch warranty, a dwel might be awarded^ 
tween the two parties, under tiie rul^ above 

mentioned. •« • j • j • 

The manumiffion of a viU^n, denied 14 
court, might be proved by a duel, if one who 
was prefent at it would attfft ilf by combat; 
Mid fo might the h€t of certain lands having 
been granted in dower tp a woma^i, at the 
door of the church, on her wrriage, if the hfir 
erf heffhufltond denied it^ 

All this (hews, that In England (however 
it might be elfewhere) Hhe. duel was not air 
lowed in any civil caufe, vvithoirt the oath 
of cme pre^r and uncorrupted witnefe, wh^ 
would hazard his life for the truth pf wk»/: 
he fwore; nor then, if other clear aad J^- 
queftionahle evidence could be produced, T^ 
intention of it was to guaird poflTeffion ,««\d 
froperty againft falfe oaths. But the tef^f 
^a$ a iad one. For a wrongful poff#)r 

might 
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fnigfat frequeutly be fecured agakift a rightful BO ok iv. 
claimant^ by the dif&ulty laid on the latter^ ^ " ' ^ 
ta find a fit chamfHon, who would maintain 
bk right for him with much danger to him- 
felf, and without any profit : or, on the other 
handy one of fuperior (kill and flrength might 
be hisid to make good a very ill-grounded 
cLdim^ or very unjuft ufurpation, fo fecretly 
as not to admit of that proof the law re- 
qtnred : and, fuppofilig it could be proved^ 
the ^verfe party might not dare to accufe the 
offender, at the rifk of his own life, or be abk 
to procure another to do it on the feme hard 
conditions. 

The great force of thefe olgedions to this 
method of judicature did not efcape the at- 
tention of King Henry the Second, who, in 
every civil fuit, wherein the demandant could 
legally profecute his demand by duel, allowed • 
the defendant the choice of putting himfelf 
on the trial of tbe grand ajjije^ which, GlanT L. ;;. c. 7. 
ville fays, was a royal benefit conferred on bu 
people by the clemency of that prince^ with the 
advice of bis nobles ; under which general word 
the parliaments of thofe times were ufuaHy 
defcribed. According to this regulation, which 
docs the greatefl honour to Henry the Second^ 
as a wife and humane legiflator, the mode of 
proceeding in contefts pn the right to a free- 
hold, or on rents or fervices due from the 
tenmit of a freehold to his lord> was as fol- 
lows — A writ was firft obtained, at the fuitc. y, 9, 
of the defbidant^ to fiop the procefs by duel ; 

and 
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BOO K IV, and then anotbef was demanded, on the part 
^ "^ ""^of his adverfary, for the fummoning of fouf 
GlanviUe, knights (or military tenants) of the county 
1. ii. c. lo. and vicinage^ to eleft, upon their oaths, twelve 
e. II. other knights of the fame county and vicinage^ 
who might beft know the truth, and who 
were to be fworn to recognife, whether the 
demandant, or the defendant, had the beft 
right to the land, or other thing in difpute* 
This writ was direfted to the flierifF of the 
county. To thefe jurymen the fame excep- 
tions might be made as to witnefles in the ec* 
elefiaftical courts (that is, according to the 
rules of the canon and civil laws). When 
twelve, againft whom there was no objeftion, 
were chofen, they were fummoned to appear 
before the king, or before his jiiftices, in the 
G.17. county, on a day affigned in the writ. If all 

the twelve, fo eleded, declared in court, upon 
their oaths, that they did not know the truth 
of thfe mattef in queftion^ or if any of them 
attefted their ignorance of it, recourfe was to 
be had to others in the county, till twelve 
feould be found who were able to decide it 
upon their own certain knowledge. If all 
difagreed in their verdift, others were to be 
added, till twelve at leaft were unanimous 
for one of the two parties. Each of the 
twelve was to fwear, that he would not fey 
any thing which he knew to be falfe, or con- 
ceal the truth wilfully, on the faft in difpute; 
and it was required that their knowledge of 
it (hould be from their own eyes, or their own 

ears. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF Kmb HENRY 11. 305 

cats, or the report o^ their parents, or fuch ^QQ^ ^^* 
perfon^ whofe evidence they were bound to '^"''""^^^ 
believe no lefs thah the tediniony of their 
own eyes and ears. 

It therefore appears^ that this jury were not 
properly judges, but witnefles of the faA they 
were called to determine; and accordingly j 
Glanville, in ftatihg the advantaged of this L. xir. c; t» 
method of trial over the other, fays, that, as 
much as the credit of many proper witnefles * 
was, of nrare weight in judgement than the 
credit of one witneis, ib inuch more equitable 
was this inftitution than the way of proceed- 
ing by duel. He alfo obfervcs, that it was 
more merciful, and more expeditious ; the ex- 
cules (or eloigns J allowed in this being fewer 
than in that ; of which eflbigns an account is 
unneceflary here. I will only take notice, that^ 
in mefttioning tbfe efFedls of the abfence of 
the parties, he fays^ that the jiiry in a grand C, i6i 
aflife might proceed to make flieit recognition^ 
though the defendant was abfent, when the 
l^al exceptions on his part had been made ; 
but could not do it in the abfence of the de- 
xpandant, becaufe it was a rule of la^> that 
by non-appearance in court a man might lofe 
what iic had, but nothing could evfer be gained 
by an abfent claimant. 

Perjury in a juror Was pimifhedi bri a legal C* i9» 
conviftion, or confefEon in court, by forfeit- 
ure of all bis goods to the king, and a yedr^S 
imprifonment at the Icaft, with a perpfetu4 

Vou V. X * brand 
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BOOK IV. brand of infamy, and incapacity of ever bear-, 

^::zziy:^^ ing teftimony again in any court. 
L.xiv. c,i8. The verdid of the jury in a grand afHfe 
^ was final ; as was alfo the decifion of a caufe 

' ^' by duel in the king's court. If the defendant 

chofe the latter, he could not, after the duel 
had once been pledged, recur to the former, 
but was to anfwer the demand, in every pointy 
by himfelf or his champion. 
C 6. In a controverfy concerning the inheritance 

of a freehold, where the detendant chofe to 
put himfelf on the affife, if the demandant al- 
ledged, that he was fprung from the lame ftock, 
and his adverfary confefled it, the mode of trial 
was changed, and the caufe was determined 
by enquiring, which of them was neareft in 
defcent to the ancelior firom whom the inheri-i- 
tance came. But, if the parentage was denied, 
the relations were fummoned, and, generally, 
if they agreed in declaring the conlanguinity 
of the parties, it ended thtf difpute ; but, if 
the defendant pertinacioufly contradifted their 
evidence, the neighbourhood was called in, and . 
their teftimony, concurring with that of the 
relations, decided the queftion. The {ame 
method was taken when the relations difagreed 
in the teftimony they gave. If the cotyrt was 
fatisfied that the plea of kindred was falfe, he 
who had ufed it to ftop the affife loft his 
caufe. 
L. li. c. I. In all proceedings concerning the title to a 
Uxm. CI I. fj.gebold by writ of right, or mort d'ancejl^ey 
Qt of novel dijfeijin^ an allegation that the land 
2 * had 
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had In any manner been alienated, cither for'^OOK iv. 
a time or for ever, was fufficient to flop this "^ 
fpecies of trial, and put the defendant on an- 
other kind of proof. But, on the other hand, 
'the king's charter, confirming the poffeffion, 
or a final concord, made upon It in the king's 
court, or judgement paft in anycourt, or a guie^ 
/us obtained, or vUlenage, or baftardy, proved 
againft the demandant, was a bar to his claim. 
So was llkewife a proof that he had been in 
rebellion agalnft the king; which feems a 
ftrange bbjeftion, if the guilt of fuch rebel- 
lion had before been pardoned. 

A minor could lofe no hereditary land, of L. xii;. c, t j; 
which he was in pofleffion, before he attained ^"^ ^^' 
to his age of inajority ; but a recognition 
might be made, whether his father, or other 
anceftor, had held the land in fee, or only' in 
wardftiip. If the nonage was difputed, the 
/heriff was to fummon, not twelve, but eight 
jurymen, lawful freeholders of the vicinage, 
to enquire into that faft* On writs of mort^- 2, 3, 7^ 
d'ancejlre^ or of novel dtffeijinj the jury fum- 
moned were not knights, but freeholders of the 
vicinage, good and lawful men : nor were they 
chofen by four knights (or military tenants), 
as in the caufes before-mentioned; but were 
named by the (heriff. The fame method of C. 14, 
fummons was alfo ufed in enquiring, whe- 
ther land held by the anceftor of a minor was 
held in fee or in wardfliip ; and concerning 
the laft piefentation to livings, and whether ^-19' 2 1,27, 
Xa land^9^^°- 
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BOOK IV - land appertained to a lay fee or the church; or 
^ ^was held as a pledge, and not in fee, 
Wiikins, But, though the firft introduftion of trials 

£c^Eadeari ^7 j^^^^^ ^" caufes of this nature, which be- 
Suppiemcn-' fore had been tried by duel, is afcribed to 
^^ Henry the Second, and may well be efteemed 

a prineipal glory of his reign, fome veftiges 
of that method of trial appear among the 
Anglo-Saxons* A ftatute of Edgar direfts^ 
that in every city three and thirty men, and 
in fmall towns and hundreds twelve, or more, 
if defired, (hould be eledled to give teftimony 
fad tejiimoniumj . This feems to have been 
a ftanding jury appointed for the recognition 
of fafts within their own knowledge. 
Spelm. Glofn By a law of King Ethelred pleas were to 
juRATA. jjg jj^jj jj^ every wapentake, and twelve fenior 
thanes were to fwear, together with the pra- 
pofitus or chief magiftrate of the diftrift, that 
they would not condemn any innocent man, 
Dlflert. Epift. Hor acquit any guilty one. Dr. Hickes in- 
Sodni ^^^^ contends, that thefe were not a jury, but 

fupra/ judges or affeflbrs: neverthelefs Sir H. Spel- 
man confiders them as a jury, and gives this 
law as a proof of the antiquity of that method 
of judicature in England. But it muft be re- 
marked, that from the words of the ftatute, 
they appear to have judged or delivered their 
Diflcrt. Epift. verdift in criminal matters alone. Hickes ob- 
P'SIV ferves very juftly, that they differed much 
from rfi€ juries in Henry the Second's time, 
which wef€ otherwife chofen, and changed in 
every caufe. He likewife (hews, that all the 

fftemen 
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freemen in the Anglo-Saxon county courts,^oOKiv. 
not twelve feleft jurors, determined the/ "^^ 
caufes tried there ; of which he gives proofs, 
in fbme remarkable cafes, even after the con- 
queft. And Spelman himfelf fays, that the Gloff. Juea- 
ufe of trials by twelve men before the con-^^' 
queft was rare, and did not prevail, in any 
great degree, till the reign of Henry the Se- 
cond. 

It appears from Brafton, that, in the times Braaon,i.iii, 
when he wrote, a perfon accufed of felony, cfiS^Tof* 
or any other crime, had the choice of being 
tried, either by duel againft the appellant who 
accufed him, or by his country. But Glan- 
ville mentions no fuch option, in criminal 
matters; and from his treatife it feems, that 
this benefit, granted by Henry the Second's 
aiiiie, extended only to civil C3ufe$ enumerated 
therein. 

BraAon alfo takes notice, that if in a cafeC. zu 
of felony or breach of the peace, the appellant 
did not live to profecute his appeal, or re- 
traced it, or was ftopt by fome exception 
againfl him, the accufed perfon was not freed 
thereby from the charge, but was to an- 
fwer to the king for the offence againfl him 
in breaking his peace, and to be tried by the 
country : for, by duel, he could not, becauje 
the king did not combat e^ and bad no champion 
to maintain his caufe but the country. Whereas 
it appears, that, when Glanville's treatife was 
written, if a criminal caufe could not be pro- 
fecute^ by duel, recourfe was had to the or- 

X 3 deals 
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BOOK iV.^Jeaig of fire and water; which having been 
"^"^""^ laid afide when Brafton wrote, the deterriiina- 
tion by the country was fubftituted to it. In 
defcribing the proceedings before the itinerant 
Braaon, judges, this latter author fays, that out of 
Liu. c. I. every hundred four knights were eleded, who 
were fworn to eleft twelve other knights, or 
(if no fuch could be found) twelve free and 
lawful men, who were fworn to ahfwer truly 
to what quejftions fhould be alked of them by 
the itinerant judges on the part of- the king, 
and faithfully to perform what thefe fhould 
command in the king s name, to the utmoft 
of their power^• After which the feveral arti- 
cles concerning the pleas of the crown, upon 
which they were to anfwer, were read over to 
them, and they had fecret injunftlons to ap- 
prehend all perfons fufpefted of any crimes in 
the hundred or wapentake, to which they be- 
longed ; or, if they Could not do it, to give 
the names of the perfons lying Under luch 
fiifpicion to the iheriff of the county, that 
he might apprehend them in order to a trial. 
This jury, with refpeft to the mode d elec- 
tion, refembled that defcrlbed in the treatife of 
Glanville for the trial of civil fuits ; but it 
feems to have been conftituted not to try any 
caufe, but to accufe and to bring makfaftors 
to juftice. A jury of twelve lawful men of 
Glanville, the vicinage is alfo mentioned by Glanville, as 
being ufed in his time to make inquifition and 
proof, upon their oaths, whether a perfon had 
died in the crime of ufury : for which, when fo 

proved. 
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BOOK IV. the county court, 6ti cortlplaint of a diefeft dF 

"" ^juftice, which was to be groved by the oaths 

of the plaintiff himfelf and two others who 

had feen or heard the proceedings, in thd prd- 

fence of four le^al knights, or niofe^ of the 

county, whom the iHerifF, who prelided ih the 

county court, was to fummon. Suits were 

likewife transferred from the above-mentioned 

Glanville, courts to this, on complaint of the^ 

i^icBt.' fd ^^^'^^ l^r^s denianded '5of them fuch 

21. fervices as they by right Were ilot^l 

or more fer /ice thari wsfs due, and 

other caufes, which it would be t^ 

to enumerate here. ^ From the 

^- I- in fome cafes, fuits were brought id^^^^S^^ 

court, at the mediation of tlie cb«tf«^ai^ 
itfelf fmediante comitatUj iays Giariville);"^^^ 
t. viii. c. II. By the fame authority we are told, that if, 
in the court of any of the king's barons, there 
Jthould arife fuch a doubt concerning a cauie, 
ias that the court fliould not be able to decide 
it, the king was obliged, by the right he owed 
to his barons, to let the caufe be brought into 
his court, and give the baron to whom the 
difficulty occurred the affiftance and advice of 
the learned and (kilful judges there ; which 
having obtained, he (the baron) miglit return 
the cdufe back again, to be finally determine4 
in his own court. - ■■^:^s:>^^}y: 

This was, doubtlefs, of great ufe to the juf- 
tice of thofe courts, where, without fuch af- 
fiftance, the ignorance of the judges would 
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htw frequently prejudiced the right of theBOOKlv; 
fujtors. " 

Sir Matthew Hale has obferved, in a paf- 
fiige before-cited, that a writ of fal/e judgement 
was often brought, in the tunes of jcvhich I 
write, before the king or his chief juftice^ 
' ^gainft the inferior rural courts; and, if the 
complaint was found jufl^ the members of y;ioie 
courts were confiderably amerced. (Which 
^fo appears by the Rolk.) But f^oh amelipc- 
ments were not all ihpy l^ to fear : for Glan->GianYine,' 
yille fays, that a court accufc^ of having^ viii. c 9, 
jydged falfely (that is^ not agreefbly to the 
evidence given), was bound to maintain its 
judgement by duel, on the appeal of the party 
who conceived himfelf to be injured; yet not 
againft him, but his champion, who in this (as 
in all the cafes before-mentioned) was required 
to be one that could properly be admitted as a 
witnefs of the faA. GlanviUe makes it a que^ 
t)on, whether the court could defend its caufe 
by a ftranger, which he does not quite deny, 
but fays it was moft properly to be done by the 
perfon who had given the judgement. }f the 
court was convifted, the l6rd thereof loft for 
ever hi$ right to hold it, befides being amerced^^ 
with all the qther men^bers of It, accord^g 
to his and their means. If the plaintiff £Mk^ 
in his proof he loft his fuit, though the judge- 
ment complained of had been only with regard 
(o fome incidental point, 

Befides 
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BOOK rv. Befides the above-mentioned trials by com- 
^' ^ ^bat before the king'sr juftices, there were others 
before the coiiftable and the marfhal, which 
were granted Jbr purgation of military honour^ 
0r wbm the appeal was upon matter difgrace' 
Jul or di/honourable to nobility (as Mr. Selden 
cxppcffes himfelf in his treatife De Duello). 

The procedings in this court, which was 
called the court of chiralry, and judged by the 
few of arms, ate beft ffiewn by a formu- 
lary drawn up in the rclgn of Richard the 
Secohd, and preftnted to that king, according 
to his orders^, by his uncle Thomas de Wood- 
GloC ftock; which Spelman, in his Gloflary, has 

given at large. It contains the whole code of 
this kind of jurifprudence, unknown to the 
Greeks or the Romans, and arifing from notions 
th^t did not exift among them. Thomas de 
Woodftock cotnpdfed it, not merely from 
his own obfervation or knowledge, but from 
the t^port of the oldeft and moft experienced 
kniglbts in the Ehglifh court at that time. 
He feys, that the power pf appointing thefc 
combats, which were only granted vvheri pther 
proof was wanting, belonged to the conftable, 
as ffcar-general to Go J am the king. On the 
day affigned, the king hin^felf was to be pre- 
fent ill the lifts, fcated upon a high throne, 
on tlie lowefk ftep of which fat the conftable 
and the marflial, as judges of the court. Thefe 
aft:cr\vards received the oaths of the parties, 
whereby, among other things, ^hey fworcj^ 

tba^ 
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that they had no Jlone of virtue^ nor herb of BOOK IV> 
virtue J nor charm of any kind^ to help them ^* 
in the combat. The offenfive arms, which the 
court permitted them to ufe, were long and 
Ihortfwords, and daggers: the defenfive were - 
left to their choice. The king (and he alone) s^,^ 
might part the combatants, and put an end to the 
combat, which otherwife could only be ended 
by the death of one of the parties, ot his yielding 
himlelf vanquiflied : nor were any champions 
allowed in any of the trials before this court, 
from which, rather than from tbofe in the 
ordinary courts of law, the modern cuftom of 
duelling, for the reparation of honour^ appears 
to have fprung \ as other courts of the lame 
nature were eftabliflied in France, and many 
other parts of Europe. But thefe combats had 
the fandion of a legal authority^ which the 
modern duels have not ; and this benefit arofe 
from them, that they prevented the mifchiefs 
of private revenge for thofe injuries, or offences, 
which afJefted die honour of the nobles and 
gentry, and kept a formof public jult ice and pub- 
lic magiflracy prefiding over the efiefts of fuch 
quarrels, which could riot eafily have been ftopt - 
by any other means. They likewife helped 
to fupport the martial fpirit of chivalry, which 
the law and policy of thofe times encouraged, 
for good purpofes, in thofe orders of men, to 
whom the defence and glory of the nation 
were principally entrufled. The ufe of them 
was brougnt into England by the Normans, 
who, in the countries from whence thi^y ori* 
ginally (jame, had been long accuilomed to 
2 them, 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i6 HISTORY op the LIFE 

BOOK IV> thciii, as appears from the ancient laws of the 
^ ""^^ people of Scandinavia, coUefted by Stiernhook 
L, 1. c. 7. in his tfeatife de jure Sueonum et Gotborum 
^ibn^ Hift.^^'^^> ^^ fro"^ o^h^r authorities. But, bc- 
of the Emp. fidcs points of honour, and difputes about courts 
Charles v.^ of arms (which were alfo tried in this court), 
i'92. ' it had cognizance of appeals for treafons com- 
mitted beyond fea, which Mr, Selden obferves, 
Dc Duello, in his treatife on this fubjeft, were remedile/s 
by the old eujiom of JEingland^ Thefe appeals 
Spciman, were decided, as the others were, by duel, be- 
^^ ^' tween the accufer and aocufed. The vanc^uiihed 
party (as we learn froib the authonty of 
Thomas de Woodftock, before cited) was, by 
the cuftom of the court, to be ftript of his 
arms in the lifts, and dragged out of them by 
horfes to the place of punifhment, and there 
beheaded and hanged i the conftable giving the 
order, and the marihal taking care of the exe- 
cution thereof 

This was different from the praftice in trials 
by appeals for the fame offence of high treafon 
before the king's juftices, in which the appel- 
lant, if vanquifhed, was not puniflied by death; 
and Thomas de Woodftock obferves, that no 
4iftin6tion was made here between the accufer 
and accufed, becauje (fays he) the ruUs of right 
and equity and the law of arms require^ that 
fh^ appellant^ if vanquijhed^ Jhould incur the 
fame punijhment as the defendant would do in 
the fame Jlate. He adds, that, if the king 
ihould take the quarrel into his own hands, 
^d ftpp the cornet in order to pqmniand an 

^^e^m^nt 
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agreement between the two parties, the con- BOOK iv* 
liable and the marfliall were to bring them be-^ ^'•"""""^^ 
fore him ; and, when he had declared his will 
to them, they were to be led by thofe officers 
to another part of the lifts, armed as before 
this arreft, and in the i^me manner conduced 
out of the lifts, with great care that neither of 
them fhould go one ftep before the other, be- 
caufe, in this and in all the other caufes here 
tried, he who went firft out of the lifts was 
dilhonoured. 

More particulars might be mentioned con^- 
cerning thefe proceedings ; but it is enough to 
add here, that this court having encroached on 
the other courts of the kingdom, it was de- 
clared, on the grievous complaint of the com- 
mons, by an a5 of the thirteenth of Richard 
the Second, that no caufe which could be tried 
by the common law of England Jhould be triable 
there ; within which bounds, I conceive, it had 
beeia kept in the age of which I write. 

Before I conclude this account of the cri- 
minal law of England in the reign of Henry 
the Second, it will be proper to mention, that Madox, Hift. 
there is, in the fecond year of that king^ a^f^^^^^^^c* 
difburfement of thirteen (hillings and four^]*7cr?*'* 
pence fet down in tlie accounts of the flierifTMafi;. Rot. 
of London, for the purchafe of a houfe to * "• ^^* 
burn a robber in fpro una domo ad comburen^ 
dum unum latronem). 

It is ftrange that a houfe fliould be wanted 

.for this purpofe, inftead of a pile of faggots; 

nor does it appear from any other evidcnce» 

4 that 
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BOOK TV. that burning was then the punifliment of n 
^ ^robber: yet i 

fpeeial order, 

ftances of gu 

haps becaufe 

intention to i 

in it. Forth 

ed in this I 

and it was c 

conftitution, 

that penaltie 

his pleafure. 

neither in th( 

times do w( 
; having bee^ 

treafon, or a 

was given, ^ 

forcing a con 
Of the juc 

•was exercifec 

count has be 

i^gs againft 

fo confounde 

with that of 

hard to diftii 

know the fe 

iat in both, 

ifcove-menti 

criminal, an 

jiot give ju( 

he did, conjoi^itly with the peers, or the Judges 

of his court. The general cuftom of thofe 

times for kings to adminifter juftice to their 

people 
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people in their own perfons might have fome*QQ ^ ^; 
good effefts for the protedion of weak againft - ^- 
powerful fubje^s ; but not being well cpnfif- 
tent with the freedom and impartiality of 
judicial proceedings, it has been wifely laid 
afide, and the fovereign is fuppofed in all hi$ 
courts of juftice to aft by his judges, \yho ex- 
ercife hij power according to the laws, ^n4 
according to their oaths. 

During the interval between the parliament 
of Clarendon and that of Northampton^ Henry 
the Second made a la^, which deferye^ to he 
tnention^d with particular praife, ateojng the 
xpany benefic^t afts of his r^igni It has hocn 
faid, in a former, part. of this W9rk, that thi* 
prince h^d, foon after his comir^ to the crown, 
revived a ftaWe of his grandfather Henry the 
Firft, wjiich en^ed, that if, oufof a%y wreck 
on his coafts, one man had efcaped aliv0 ta 
fhore, the whole cargo fliould be faved to the 
benefit of the owners. He now further ex- ^^V^Pfi^f* 
tended the humanity of this law, declaring, ^^^ ^ 
that if on the coafts of the Englifli fea, or 
of Ppitou^ or df the Ifle of Olerdn, or of 
Grafcony, any fliip (hould be diftreft Or en- 
dangered, and no man efcape from thence alive, 
yet if any ieaji fhould efcape, or be found 
therein alive, the goods fhould be put by his 
bailiffs, or the bailiffs of thofe on whofe lands 
the (hips was driven, into the cuflody of four 
men of good repute, to be reflored to the 
owners, if claimed by them within the term 
of three months. This was publiihed, as an 

aft 
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BOOK iV. aft of grace from the crown, in the form of 

'^ ^ 'a royal charter, which the reader may fee In 

the Appendix to this book, tranfcribed from 

T* i. p. 36. Rvmer's coUeflions. I coniefture that the 



kind. 



End of tie Fourth Book qftJbe Hifi^t^tb^ 
Life of King Henry the Second. 
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NO T E S 

ON THE 

FOURTH BOOK 

O F T H E 

Life of King Henry the Second. 

PAGE II. They gave out^ that fuch miracles f^^^ ^^; 
were wrought by the inter cejfion tf this martyr "^ "" ^ 

and faint ^ as equalled, or even exceeded^ the greateft 

contained in the legends of the church. 
- Gcrvafe, of Canterbury, fays, tl^t two volumes Col 141 7. 
of miracles, performed by the dead archbilhop, ^PH^^^^^"*' 
were extant at Chrift Church in Canterbury when ^''"P^'''^'' 
he wrote, and affirms, that they equalled all thofe 
of the Gofpcl. In proof of which he tells us, that 
not only difeafes of all kinds were healed by the 
invocation of his name, but members cut off and 
eyes pulled out were reftored to the bodies from 
which they had been feparated, and the dead were 
raifcd to life. " Ad invocationem nominis ejus qualibet 
*^ infirmitate gravati convaluerunt. ^ibufdam etiam 
^^ genitalibus abfciffs et oculis effoffis nova membra 
*' refiituitj aliifque morte jam * depofstd vitam re- * Q^depofitls. 
*' donavit,^* To which Matthew Paris adds, 
that he alfo reftored life to dead birds and 
other animals : '* Et non folum utriufque ferns ho^ Hift. Angliae^ 
** mines ^ verum etiam aves et animalia de morte repa- P* '*^* 
«« rantur ad vitam'* This, I prefume, he did, at 
. Vol. V. Y idle 
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Hovedcn, 
Annal. pars 
ii. f. 300. 
adann. 1171. 



V.epill.S. 
T. e cod. 
Vatic. 1. V, 
epill. 93. 
Baronii An- 
nales^ t. xii» 
p. 315, 



NOTES ON THE LIFE 

Idle times, for amufement. But we are informed 
by Gervafe of Canterbury, " that a prieft at Lon- 
•' don, named William, was ftruck dumb on the 
** fcaft of St. Stephen, the proto-martyr, and, hf 
" a vifion, was ordered, for the recovery of his 
" rpeech, to vifit the body of the new martyr at 
*' Canterbury, and drink bis blood. Hedidfo, and 
*' recovered the perfeft ufe of his tongue : oh the 
" fame of which miracle,' the martyr's blood, 
*' mixt with water, was fent over the whole world, 
'' and given to the fick, who by drinking it were 
" reftored to health ; as, moreover, fome dead per- 
*' fons were to life, by having it infufed into their 
" mouths.'* 

Nor are we to fuppofe that thefe teftimonies of 
the fanftity of Becket were only received by the 
vulgar. The archbilhop of Sens, in a letter to the 
pope, delivered topofterity by Roger de Hoveden, 
told his Holinefs very gravely, that the wax-lights, 
which were placed about the corpfe of Becket 
before his interment, happening to go out in the 
night, he rofe up, and lighted them again him- 
felf > and that, after his obfequies were performed 
by the monks, as he lay upon his bier, he lifted 
up his right hand, and gave his benediftion to all 
the affembly there prefent. One is alhamed to re- 
peat all the (hocking abfurdities, which the zealots 
of thofe times were not a/hamed to afcribe to the 
power and wifdom of God, operating, as they pre- 
tended, to the honour of this prelate, whom, en 
the report of his great and innumerable miracles^ and 
en a folemn examination of them by two cardinal le^ 
gates (as the words of the bull itfelf declare) Pope 
Alexander fainted. But, in an age of fuch cafy 
and implicit faith, it is no wonder that his Holi- 
nefs (however incredulous he himfelf may have 
been) Ihould vouch for the truth of thefe ridiculous 

fidions^ 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF King HENRY Tl. 323 

fiftions, feeing that the controvcrfy between the BOOK 1/. 

church and the crown would more eafily be deterr *" v 

mined, to the advantage of the church, by the 
credit given to them, than by any other means. 
^^Who but a Damcniack (fays John of Salisbury inEpifi. Joh: 
one of his letters) " will affirm that the caufe^ which ^^n^. 287^ 
** crowned its patron with fo much glory ^ was unjuji ?** 
But befides the general intereft of the fee of Rome, 
Alexander had another which was perfonal to him- 
felf. It is very well obferved in the fame letter, 
*' that whereas many doubted whether Alexander was 
*' the true pope or not, the miracles of Becket decided 
'* that quejiion in his favour -, as they could not havi 
" been done by one engaged in afchifm.^* This argu- 
ment was conclufive \ and therefore John of Sa- 
lisbury not unreafonably expreffes the utmoft fur- 
prife, " that his Holinefs fhould fo long delay to ad* 
** mit Bechet into the catalogue of faints.'^ How- 
ever, the delay was not long : for the canonization 
followed the death of that prelate within the period 
of two years. Neverthelefs we are told, that in Du. Moulin, 
lefs than half a century after his deceafe, it was Hiil. de 
publicly difputed in the univerfity of Paris, whe- "'^^^"^•P'^S^' 
ther his foul was faved or damned. And the 
French at this time would do well to confider, what 
would become of the rights of their monarchy, or 
of the liberties of the Galilean church, if they 
ought, as good Catholics, to venerate Becket, as a 
faint and a martyr. The points for which he con- 
tended were no lefs inconfillent with many of thefe 
than with the laws of this realm : nor could any 
man now in France maintain with impunity the 
doftrines and principles aflerted in his letters, 
which are evidently thofe of Gregory the feventh, 
with refpetl to the extent of the papal authority, 
and the total independence of the church on the 
^ate. It was his zeal for this fyftem, mod intem- 
Y 2 perately 
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BOOK rv. pcrately exerted, which occafioned his death: and 
'allowing the pope to be, as he is ftilcd by feme ca- 
nonifts, God upon earthy of that God this great pre- 
late was unqucftionably the martyr ; but (however 
he might herein deceive himfelf ) the whole feries 
of the conteft between him and his fovercign unde- 
tiiably proves, that he did not fufFer for Chrift, 
or any article of the faith delivered in the gofpel. 

P. 17. The very learned bijhop Stilling fleet has fuffi- 
ciently Jkewn^ that the ffalter of Cajhel is of nd 
better credit^ as to the account which it gives of the 
high antiquities of the Irifh^ than the Britijh ro* 
mance abovementioned. 

The compiler of this book was Cormac Mac Cu- 
linan, bilhop of Calhel in Munfter, who left it by 
his will to that fee, as containing the moft valuable 
hiftorical monuments and records of his country. 
He was alfo king of Munfter, and exercifed jointly 
the regal and the epifcopal funftions. His prieft- 
hood did not prevent him from fighting in perfon at 
the head of his army, not againft the public enemies 
of his country and religion, the Oftmen, but 
againft his fovereign, Flan Sionna, fuprcme mo- 
narch of Ireland, by whofe forces, and by thofe of 
the kings of Leinfterand Conaught, he was van- 
quifhed and (lain, in the year nine hundred and 
feven, after a moft bloody conteft* 

P. 20. No notice is taken of them under that appella^ 
tion in Ptolomy*s map of Ireland^ though he men- 
tions the Concani^ a Celtic people of Spain^ as then 
fettled in that ifle. 

The Concani came into Ireland from Cantabria 
or Gallitia ; and to thefe Camden adds, on the 
authority of Orofius, the Velabri and JLuccni (or 
Luccnfii) of Gallitia, as fcated in Weft Munfter, 

(Sec 
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(See Camden's Britannia, Ireland,) Horace men- B O O K IV. 

tions the Concani as equally favage with the Britons^ /— — ^ 

in his time. 

p. 2 1 . For in Spain were no Druids^ that order 
having only obtained an ejiatlijhment in the Britifh 
ijles and in Gauly which lajt country received it (as 
Cicfar tells us) from Britain. 
The Celtic religion was much the fame in all 
places, where it had not been altered by an inter- 
courfe with the Greeks or other neighbouring na- 
tions : but tiie Druidical hierarchy, and the feveral 
inftitutions peculiar to that priefthood, do not ap- 
pear to have been fettled in any part of Europe 
except thofe above-mentioned. Csefar^s teftimony 
on that matter cannot, I think, be difputed, confi- 
(dering how inquifitive that great man was, and What 
opportunities of information he had, during his 
long abode in Gaui. See, with regard to this 
point, Dr. Borlafe's very learned and fagacious ob- 
fervations on the Antiquities of the County of 
Cornwall, chapters iii. iv. v, vi, 

p. 25. And in the ufual courfe of things, Ireland^ 

befide the chief monarchy who governed the whole 

ifland^ had five provincial kings^ &c. 

It muft be underftood, that when one of thcfe 

five provincial kings obtained the monarchy or 

fovercignty of the whole ifland, he continued, as 

before, to govern his own realm, according to the 

laws and cuftoms thereof j in dike manner as an 

eleftor of Bavaria, chofen emperor of Germany, 

would continue to govern his cledorate ; which 

province would be fubjeft to the Imperial cro>yn 

gnd the laws of the empire, neither more nor Icfs 

than, it was before that event. 

y 3 p. ^7- 
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BOOK IVj P, 27, The royal revenues of the monarchy afters bis 

"^^ alienation^ confiiied in tributes^ not of moneys but 

catlle^ and other necefflnies of life^ paid to him in 

kmd. The inferior kings bad fuch tribiiies which 

their fuhje5f5 paid to them^ &c. 

L.x,p.433. £)r^ Warner has given us, in his Hiftory of 
Ireland, from the book cf rights of Mtinfler^ which ^ 
Dr. Raymond fays, is the oldejl book of htjlory extant 
nepct the Greek and Roman^ the amount of the reve- 
nue fent every year to the palace of Kincora in that 
province, viz, fourteen hundred and fifty oxen, 
three thoufand fix hundred and fifty cows, four 
thoufand eight hundred hogs, two thoufand fix 
hundred wethers, one hundred horfes, and eleven 
hundred and fifty mantles; befides contributions 
of men and fhips from the Oftmen. But I neither 
i^arrant to the reader the authenticity of this book. 

Ibidem, jior another account in Dr. Warner's Hiftory of 
the provifions fent to Brian Boro, as monarch of 
all Ireland, from three provinces of that ifland, 
viz. two thoufand fix hundred and feventy oxen, 
one thoufand three hundred and feventy hogs, one 
hundred and eighty tons of iron, three hundred 
and twenty- five hogflieads of claret from the Danes 
of Limerick, one hundred and fifty pipes of other 
wine of various forts from the Danes of Dublin, 
and five hundred mantles from the county of Tir» 
conneh 

p. 32, Bede before hi/n had faid, that a colony out of 

Ireland, the proper country of th^ Scots, had 

come into Britain^ under the conduSi of Rheuda^ 

from whom they were called Dalreudini. 

''''5'^- '■ By reading a book lately pubhfhed on * British 

;. ,! /'V' ' iv Irifh xlnuquities by Mr» Macpherfon j lam 

• ' H,, aini::;ccci :;^ confidcr the authority of Bedc on this 

matter 
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tnatteras more doubtful than I had thought it be- BOOK IV- 
fore, and to affirm nothins; with certainty concern- ^ .^ ^ — 7^ 

• _ ^i_ . . r T -n ^ . o • • and Ireland, 

ing the migration of Inlh Scots into Britain. ^y James 

The Irjl or Britifh language fpoken in the Scotch Macpherfon, 
Highlands and fome of the Scotch Weftern Ifles,E%- 
gives that very ingenious gentleman, by whom it 
is well underftood, a great advantage on thefe fub- 
jefts over all other criticks who only underftand 
Greek and Latin, in which he is alfo well fkilled. 
I therefore leave the whole controverfy about this 
dark part of the Scotch and Irifh antiquities to 
thofe of the two nations who are mafters of the 
Janguage that was common to both. Nor do I pre- 
tend to decide, whether the PiSs were a race of 
old unconquered Britons remaining in Caledonia, or 
retiring into the eaftern parts of that country from 
other fouthern diftridls, and retaining there the an- 
tient cuftom of painting their bodies, when the 
more civilized Britons had left it off, or were a 
different people, as is fuppofed by Bede and many 
good modern writers. 

That the Caledonians were efteemed the braveft 
people in Britain, at the time when Tacitus wrote, 
his teftimony proves : but whether they were (as 
that fagacious hiftorian conjeftures) a colony of 
Germans, or a divifion of thofe Gauls who firft in- 
habited this ifle, it is hard to determine. They 
might come from fome part of the fea-coafl of 
Germany, and yet fpeak the Gallic language : for 
Caefar tells us, that, in ancient times, many colonies 
went out of Gaul into Germany ; and Monfieur 
Pelloutier, who has written an excellent treatife on 
the migrations and manners of the antient Celts, 
finds many Celtic words in the German or Teu- 
tonic, which language he well underftood. That 
the northern coafts of Ireland were firft peopled 
from Caledonia can hardly be doubted. 

y 4 p. 40* 
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BOOK IV. p, 40. The particulars of this battle are fo diferentfy 
"^ related^ that no certain account can be given of it 

hen. 

Some fay that Bryan Boro commanded in it him-» 
felf, and was viftorious, but died foon afterwards 
of a wound he had received in the aftion. Ochcrs 
tell us that the Oftmen, who were beginning to 
give way, recovered their fainting courage upon 
feeing him fall, and defeated the Irifh : while fomo 
affirm, that his age difabling him from afting at 
the head of his army, he gave up the conduit of 
ic to Prince Murtogh his fon, and was killed in his 
tent by a party of the Oftmen, who were flying 
from the battle, in which they had been van*» 
quifhed, But this laft account appears extremely 
improbable -, as the tent of a king is fcldom left 
without a guard, nor do routed foldiers fly into 
an enemy's camp, A ftrangc ftory is alfo told, 
by fome of the Irifh writers, of the manner in 
which Murtogh, the fon of Brian, was flain. 
They fay, that a fon of the king of Denmari; 
lay wounded upon the field of battle, and implored 
the help of that prince, who was riding over it in 
purfuit of the army he had routed \ whereupon he 
difmounted, and giving his hand to the Dane, was 
ftabbed by him to the heart. But fuch perfidy, 
and fuch enormous ingratitude, where no perfonal 
caufe of malice, or inlTigation to revenge for pri-^ 
vace injuries, could exift, fcarce belong to human 
nature ; and it is more credible that this tale was 
invented by the Irifh in hatred to the Danes,, 

p. 42. The information he foon gained of the weak 
condition of Ireland made him hope to add that to, 
his other acqiiifitions, and this hope was to him a, 
* fufficient caufe of war^ 6?c. 

If 
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If we may believe the Chronicle of Man, pub- BOOK IV. 
lifhed by Camden at the end of his Britannia, this ^ ' v ■ "^ 
prince, having gained the dominion of that ille 
and the weftern ifles of Scotland, fent a pair of his 
fhocs to king Morrogh O Brian, fupreme monarch 
of Ireland, and commanded him to carry them, as 
a fign of fubjcftion, in prefence of the cmbafladors 
who brought him this meflage, through all the 
rooms of his palace, on the next Chriftmas-day, 
The court of O Brian exprefled a proper indigna- 
tion at fo arrogant a demand ; but he told them, 
that rather than Magnus Jhould ravage a Jingle pro- 
vince in Ireland^ he would not only Juhmit to carry ^ hut 
0lfo to eat hisjhoes. Accordingly he performed this 
new fpecies of homage, and having honourably 
entertained the Norwegian embaffadors, fent them 
back to their mafter with many preients for him, 
and made with him a league of friendfhip. But 
they, at their return, defcribing to that prince the 
fertility and beauty of the country, into which he 
bad fent them, he coveted to poflefs it, and at- 
tempting the conqueft of it perifhed in the manner 
here related. 

If there be truth in this ftory, the tamenefs of 
O Brian, in fubmitting to the infojence of fo op- 
probrious a meflage, muft be chiefly imputed to an 
eager defire of fqbduing his competitor, David 
O Lachluin, by the afliftance of Magnus, But it 
does not feem very credible, and no mention is 
m^e of it in the Irifli arfnals of thofe times, 

p. 55. And Bernard fays^ that, when he firfi %oent 
into Conaughti he found the people of that country 
more barbarous than amy be had ever feen elfewhere^ 
being Chriftians only in name, but in reality hea- 
tbensy and beajls rather than men \ that they paid 
tiQ tytb^s nor firfi-fruits^ contra5ied no lawful mar- 
riages^ 
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BOOK IV. riages^ made tio confejftons^ fubmitted to no penances^ 

Some of thefe charges againft the people of 
Conaught are proofs ot their not being then R'o- 
man Catholicks, but not of their being bad Chrif- 
tians. Yet the account given of them in this 
pafiagc by Bernard was in other refpcfts too well 
founded, and corroborates what is faid of the bar- 
barifm of the Irifli by Giraldus Cambrenfis : for, 
though Conaught was the moft favage part of their 
ifland, yet (excepting the diftrifls then poffeffed by 
the Oilmen) the reft of the country could not boaft 
of much greater refinements, or of much better 
morals; the faults of the government, and the ge- 
neral cuftoms of the nation, being the fame in 
them all. 

Ibidem. But that^ by the care of this prelate ^ a great 
change was foon effected in all thefe particulars. 
V.S.Ber- i^ defcribing this change Bernard ufcs this ex- 

i^Stl! preflion, " Fiunt dc medio barbaricas leges, Ro- 
Malachia. " mana introducuntur." It may be doubted whe- 
Epifc. Ber- ther here by leges Romans ht meant the civil laws or 
^rdi opera, ^j^g canon. But the following words fecm to fix the 
p!iQ\bl^^ fcnfe to the latter. " Recipiuntur ubique ecclefiajliae 
** confuetudines^ contrariae rejiciuntur." Perhaps the 
epithet Roraame included both ; as we find it does 
in other writings of the fame age. In order to enable 
Malachy to bring about this converfion of the Irifh 
to the difcipline and canons of Rome, Bernard af- 
firms, that he had received the power of working 
miracles in as eminent a degree as any of the an- 
tient faints of the church. " Quo enim antiquo- 
** rum genere miraculorum Malachias non claruit ? 
"Si bene advertimus pauca ipfa quas dida funt, 
^^ non prophetia dtfuit %l% non revelatio^ non uHio 
** impiorumy non gratia fanitatum^ non mutatia men^ 

\^tium^ 
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^^ tiunty nondenique mortuorum fufcitatio'* One pf BOOK IV. 
thefe miracles was the punifhment, by fudden' ^ - 
death, of a man, whom the faint could not 
convince of the real prefence in the facrament. See 
p. 1950. But, that the reader may judge of the 
credit due to the relator of thefe wonderful works, 
I (hall tranfcribe an account he gives of two, that 
were performed in an oratory built by Malachy, 
p. 1944. *^ Muliertotis difibluta membris, plauf- 
'^ tro vcfta illuc, pcdibus fuis remeavit domum, 
*' una duntaxat noc^e non fruftra in loco fanfto 
*' praeftolata mifericordiam domini. Alia quae- 
** dam ibidem pernodlabat in oratione, quam forfe 
** reperiens folam homo barbarus, accenfus libi- 
f* dine, et fui minime compos, irruit rabiofus in 
" illam. Converfa ilia et tremefadta fufpiciens 
*' advertit homincm plenum diabolico fpiritu. 
^* Heus tu, inquit, mifer, quid agis ? confidera 
*' ubi es, reverere hsec fanfta, defer Deo, defer 
^^ fervo ipftusy Malachia, parce et tibi ipfi, Non 
*^ deftitit ille furiis agitatus iniquis. Et ecce f quod 
*^ horribile didlu eft) venenatum et tumidum animal 
*^ quod bufonem vocant^ vifum eft reptans exire de 
** inter femora mulieris. Quid plura ? terrefaSus 
^* reftliit homo, et datis faltibus continuo de oratorio 
*' exiliit. Ille confufus receffit, et ilia intafta fe- 
•* man fit, magno quidem et Dei miraculo^ et merito 
«' Malachiar 

What muft one think of all the legends, on 
which the church of Rome has built her faith in 
the faints fhe has canonized, when he who tells us 
fo ferioufly this ridiculous tale, for the edification of 
the faithful and for the honour of St. Malachy, is no 
lefs a perforiage than St. Bernard, one of the ora- 
cles of that church 1 But that the bigotry of thofe 
times fhould receive even thefe fables with a pious 
veneration, when told by learned monks and found- 
ers 
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BOOK IV. ers of orders, is not half fo furprifing, ay that in 

*^ V ^ the prcfent age, and in a counrry fo enlightened as 

England, the miracles of Bccket, as incredible as 
thole of Malachy,and reported by writers whom no 
papift will think of greater authority than Sr. Ber- 

SccPhilipps'snard, fhould be ftill urged as an undeniable proof 

LifeofCardi-of the fandtity of hiscaufc. 

p. 59, 60. Moreover Giraldus Cambrenjis^ in reckon^ 
ing up the claims which Henry had to Ir dandy men^ 
tions thisgr^nt of Adrian^ &cc. ' 
Among thefe are fome fables, for which Giral- 
dus cites the Britilh hiftory, meaning Nennius and 
Geoffry of Monmouth. But (what is much more 
furprifing) the Irifli parliament, in an adb of ther 
eleventh year of Elizabeth, fcff* 3. for the attain- 
der of Shane Oneile, has recourfe to the fame* 
fables to prove her Majtfty's title to the dominion 
of Ulfter fuperior to his. I will tranfcribe the 
SccIrilhSta- words as they ftand in the a6t itfdf. *^ And 
tutcs, vol. I. c( therefore may it pleafe your mod excellent ma-^ 
P-32 >329« « jeftie to be advertifed, that the auncient chroni- 
*' cles of this realm, written both in the Latin, 
" Englifh, and Irifh tongues, alledgc fundry aun- 
** cient titles for the kings of England to this land 
*^ of Ireland. And firlt, that at the beginning, 
*' afore the comming of IriOimen into the fayd 
♦' land, they were dwelling in a Province of Spain, 
♦' called Bifcaon, whereof Bayon was a member, 
*' and the chief citie. And that at the fayd Irilh-* 
** mens comming into Ireland, one king Gur- 
** monde, fonne to the noble king Belin, king of 
** Great Britaine, which now is called England, 
" was lord of Bayon, as many of his fucceffburs 
*' were to the tiriie of king Henry the tcond, firll 
** conquerour of this realm, attd therefore the Irffin 
** men fhould be the king of England^ p^opl^^ and Ire- 

'' land^ 
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** la^d. Another title is, that at the feme timcBOOK IV. 

.«' that Irifhmen came out of Bifcay as exiled per-*^ ^ " "^ 

«* fons in fixtie fhips, they met with the fame king 
** Gurmonde upon the fea, at the yles of Orcadcs^ 
•* then comming from Denmark with great viftory, 
•' their capcaincs called Hiberus and Hermon, 
•* went to this king, and him told the caufe of their 
*^ coming out of Bifcay, and him prayed with 
** great inftance, that he would graunt unto them, 
*^ that they might inhabit fome land in the Weft. 
** The king at the laft, by advife of his counfel, 
*' graunted them Ireland to inhabit, and afligncd 
«* unto them guides for the fea to bring them thi- 
" ther; and therefore they Jhould and ought to be the 
-** king /if England's men'* 

Ibidem. Jnd it appears from the words of John of 
Salisbury himfelf whom Henry employed in this 
bujinefsj that his pretenfion was founded on the 
forged donation of Conjlantine to Pope Sylvejier 
the fecond. 

The words are thefe. *^ Ad preces meas illaftri 
** regi Anglorum Henrico fecundo (Adrianus) con- 
** cepit et dedit Hyberniam jure haereditario poffi- 
*' dendam, ficut literae ipfius teftantur in hodiernum 
*' diem. Nam omnes infulas dejure antiquo^ ex dona-- 
.** tione Conjiantiniy qui earn fundavit ac dotavit^ di* 
•^ cuntur ad eccleftam Romanam fertinere'' 

• p. 64. She made a donation of Jixty ounces of gold 
for .the good of her JouU and gave a golden chalice^ 
, for the altar of the bleffed Virgin^ with many other 
rich gifts y to the abbey of Droghedoy &c. 
The g 4d, which it appears, by this and other 
pa0ages in the hiftory of thofe times, the princes 
of Ireland then poffefl'ed, was the produce of their 
commerce with the Oftmen inhabiting their princi- 
pal 
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BOOK TV. pal cities, who purchafed with it their cattle and 

^ V 1' other commodities which their country afforded. 

Dr. Warner has given us, in his hiftory of Ireland, 
the will of Cormac king of Munfter and biftiop of 
Cafhel, in which (as that writer fays) his legacies 
to abbeys and religious houfes are thus enumerated : 
** An ounce of gold, an ounce of filver, his horfe 
^' and furniture to Ard-finnan ; a gold and filver 
** chalice and veftment of filk to Lifmore ; a gold 
^* and filver chalice, four ounces of gold and five 
*' of filver to Cafhell ; three ounces of gold and a 
^* mafs-book to Emly, an ounc^ of gold and an 
*' ounce of filver to Glendalach ; a horfe and furnl- 
*^ ture, an ounce of gold, and an embroidered veft- 
*' ment to Kildare, three ounces of gold to Inifca- 
" thy, three ounces of gold, an embroidered veft- 
*' ment, and his bleffing to Mountgaret, and foiir 
*' and twenty ounces of gold and filver to Ar- 
*' magh 5 befides legacies to his friends, amongft 
** which was a golden chain, and a royal robe em- 
^' broidered with gold and jewels." On which the 
Dr. remarks, " That if we confider the exceflivc 
** fcarcity of gold and filver in thofe times, com- 
** pared with their infinite profufion at prefent^ 
*' thefc were not inconfiderable trifling bcnefa6tions 
^* for a provincial king/* But he does not tell us 
that he ever faw this will, or on what authority he 
admits it as a genuine record. 

P. 70, 71. Very early in tbefpring be fent Maurice 
Regan^ his interpreter andfecretar/i &c. 
There is in the Lambeth library a manufcript 
poem, in old French or Norman verfe, on the fub- 
je6t of Dermod*s expulfion from his kingdom, 
and recovering it by the aid of the Englifh and 
Wellh, which was written by fome Englifli or 
Norman rhymer of that age, from the mmtb ef 

ihis 
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this Maurice Regan^ as we are told by the author at BOOK IV. 
the beginning of bis work. ^ 

** Per fon demeine latinier 
** Qe moi ccnta de luy I'hiftoirc 
" Dunt far ici la memoire. 
** Morice Regan iert celuy 
'' Buche a buche parla a luy 
** Ki cetjeft indita. 
*' L'hiftoire de luy me moftra. 
^* Icil Morice iert latinier 
** Al Rei Dormot, ki moult voucher." 

I have (hewn thefe lines in the Lambeth manu- 
fcript to a learned critic in the old French or Norman 
language, who fays, that demeine latinier C^gniRcs fa^ 
miliarem grammaticum. Some writers have rendered 
latinier (or latinner, as it is in other copies) by the 
word interpreter, and others by the word fecre- 
tary ; both which fenfes it will bear. In another 
line of the fame poem Regan is called Bachiler del 
Rei Dermot. The perfon I confulted underftands 
the word iert to fignify etoit in modern French. 
He alfo reads ces gejles inltead of cesjejiy as it ftands 
in the Lambeth manufcript. Ki is the old way of 
writing^^/, and out of writing^///. It muft be 
likewife obferved that monjira Vhifioire does not 
neceffarily mean, in the Uriel fenfe of the word, 
that he Jhewed a written hiftory, but may fignify 
that he inftrufted him in the hiftory of thefe fads 
by a verbal relation, which agree.s better with the 
two preceding lines. 

Some hiftorians have cited .this poem as the work 
of Maurice Regan himfelf, which is evidently a 
miftake; and others have fuppoted it a tranflation 
into verfe of a hiftory written by him in proie : 
but, that he ever had publifhed or compofed fuch .a 

hiftory. 
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BOOK rVihiftory, I cannot difcover. No notice is taken df 
^"^"^ ^ ^it by Giraldus Cambrenfis, or any writer of that 
age; nor does it appear that any copy, or authentic 
tranfcript of it, has been ever feen fince that time. A 
profe tranflation of the poem into the Englifli lan- 
guage was made by Sir George Carew^ Lord Pre* 
fident of Munfter, during his refidence there, ia 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and has been pub- 
iifhed by Mr. Harris among his Hibernica^ in the 
year 1747, with explanatory notes. In the tran- 
flator^s preface the verfes above recited are given 
from another manufcript copy, but ftill more in- 
correftly than in that which I have followed. Both 
of them feem to want mending. I cannot think that 
this rhyming chronicle, drawn from a verbal rela- 
tion, imperfeftly recolleded, and mixed with other 
hearfays, picked up, we know not how or from 
whom, is of equal credit with the hiftory of Gi-^ 
raldus Cambrenfis, whofe near kinfmen were ai^lors, 
and principal aftors, in moft of the fafts he re* 
lates -, efpecially, as that hiftorian himfelf after* 
wards went into Ireland, and from the time he 
(laid there had opportunities of hearing the Irifh 
accounts, as well ^s the Englifh, of all thofe re- 
cent tranfaftions. In his Topographia Hiberni^^ 
we find, indeed, many idle and incredible tales, 
for which he himfelf makes excufes ; but in his 
hiftory of the conquefl: of Ireland by the Englifh 
he proceeded on better information* The greater 
part of that work is fenfibly written ; nor does he 
any where more extol the valour of his country* 
men in the adions of this war, or more dcpretiate the 
Irifh, than the writer of the poem above-mentioned. 
I have therefore thouglit it reafonable to prefer his 
authority to that of the poem in moft points of 
importance, where they cannot be reconciled, the 
one to the other. But I have added from the 
5 latter 
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latter foitie particulars which the former does notB^^OK IV. 
contradift, and which fectri not unworthy of be- 
lief. 

As for what had paft in Ifcland during the times 
that I write of, before the Englilh adventufers in 
Dermod's fervice went thither, the beft authorities 
for it are the Annals of Ireland, compiled by con- 
,temporary writers, with extrafts of which^ tranfla** 
ted from th? original Irifli, I hare been favoured 
by a gentleman well (killed in that language^ 
Charles OConorj Efq; who with the noble Irifh 
blodd which flows in his veins has naturally inhe- 
rited a pafTionate love for the honour of his coun^ 
try, and therefore willingly aflifts in any underta- 
king that may render the hiftory of it more known 
and liiore complete* The difagreement of th€ 
poem above-mentioned with thefe annals, in very 
material fa&s^ is another proof that it could not 
be written by Regan^ or from any memoirs c6m-' 
pofed by him« It appears from them, that the 
J*ape cJf Devorgalla by Dermod was fifteen years 
before the expulfion of that kingi when the lady 
was in the flower of her youth and beauty, and 
Dermod not too old to be her lover : but the poem 
ftippofes this event to have happened a little before 
his expulfion^ when (according to the annals) he 
was approaching to the 70th year of his age- Gi- 
i*aldus Cambrenfis has fallen into the fame error i 
but no native of Ireland could have been guilty of 
it, and much lefs the fecretary of Dermod, There 
are other fuch miftakes, ahd parficulariy fome in 
the geography of the country, which demonftrate 
this poem to have been written by a foreigner^ and 
from loofe accounts, not delivered, revifed, pr 
corredted, by any of the Irifh. 
. ' The annals I have followed are, like our §axon 
onnalsy.very fhort, jejtine, and dry ; but they throw 
. Vol. Y. Z light 
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BOOK IV. light on fome fads, and corrcft great inacuracics in 
^" our Englifti* hiftoriaps with relation to fjie ftatc of 

Irifli affairs preceding the arrival of Fitzftephen in 
Ireland ; nor have they any mixture of thofe incre- 
dible fables, with which the former parts of the 
))iftory of that nation are generally filled. Mr. 
OConor diftinguifhes them by the following names. 
The Donegal Annals, or of the Four Mafters, 
continued. The Annuls of Clonmacnofe, or Cour 
tinuation of Tigernach. 

P. 73. Harvey of Mount Maurice^ Stronghow^s uth 
cle^ was deputed by that lordf &c. 
The name of this gentleman in the books and 
charters of thofe times, which are written in Latin^ 
is Herveius de Monte Marifco^ Mr. Carte, on the 
credit of a modern French Genealogy, has tranfla- 
ted it Momorency ; but I fee no grounds for de- 
riving the one from the other. Perhaps de Monte 
Marifco (hould be rendered de Mont Marifque \ bat 
Mont- Maurice, or Mount- Maurice, according to 
the Englilh fpelling, has been the ufual tranfla- 
tion. 

P. 7 7. Dermod prevailed on Fitzjiepbfn, to continue this 

war by repeated expeditions^ till having received im* 

telligence^ that the whole Irijh nation^ under the 

orders of Roderick OCohor^ their fovereign, was 

now arming againfl him^ be granted a peace to the 

prince of OJfory^ &c. , 

The hiftorical poem, of which mention has been 

made in a former note to this book, fays nothing of 

this peace, nor of the fubfequenc negociations with 

Fitzftephen and Dermod, on the part of tlie king of 

Conaught, which I have given an account of, from 

xhe contemporary hiftory of Giraldus Cambrenfis. 

But it mentions, an expedition againft an Irifh cbiefr 

tain 
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tatn who had revolted from Dcfmodi aSouf t^hithB^OKJIV* 
Giraldus is filcnt. The paniculal-s are not worth ^ 
repeating here, as that lord made ho refiftahce, but 
fufFered his courttry to be pillaged without deftince. 
We have likewife in that poem hn account of a 
fecond Incurfion into Offory, bi^ore the arrival of 
Maurice Fitzgerald at Wekford, which tells usi 
that in affaulting a fortified pafs of that couiitry^ 
the men of Wexford^ to whom the attack waS firft 
afligned, though they went on with much courage^ 
were yet repulfed by the enemy three days fuccef- 
fivdy ; after which it was attackt by the Engliffi 
and Welfh, ^ho put the Irifli to flighti I^robablir 
this a6:ron is included in the fhort and general rela* 
tion whhdi Giraldus makes of the war againft the 
prince of Oflbry, c. 4, 5. 1. i* 

B 8*1. Vbefe thoughts be (Dermod) confided to Fimfte^ 
pben'and flizgerald^ 'a;bo adi>ifed bim^ as tbe onf^ 
tmani of fiiciifs fn fi arduous a defign^ to renew bfy 
' appUci^ms to the earl of PMbroke, &e. 
'* Giraldus Cambrenfis adds^ thkt he ofiered t6 
feithcr of thefe ^tlemen his daughter EVa in mar- 
riage, with the filccelfion to his kingdom, which 
could not 1)e accepted, as boih of them weretinar- 
Tied. Batitfceths ihcrtdlble; that this cirtumftance 
fliould have^been thcif unknownrto Dermod. 

P: ^6: -6ta tbat monartb^ injieiad of caufing (as 
- he ought to have done) fome 6tb& prince of tbe royal 
' bonft ofMeath So bt reg^drly el^edy made X^Ruark 
* ' a tempi^asy ddmiMJlraior of the eajlern pari of tbdt 

priijincey httdretained tbe weftern hirMf. 

Giraldtis Caimftrenfis, and other Englifli hifto^ 
tians, who *rtt)tc in thofe times, call ORiJizthKing 
bf Mdotb^ notdiftinguilhing this temporary sklmi- 
iiiftratibn (which the Irifti anhalifts tell us was 

Z i givea 
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B O OK IV. given to him before, and continued fomc time zfter 
- ^ the coming of the £ngli(h into Leinfter) from the 
royalty of Meath, which ORuark could not take 
by the Iri(h conftitution and fundamental laws, be« 
caufe he was not of the family to which the eleftioa 
of a king of that realm had been confined. Our 
writers fometimes call him Rex Monoculus MuLe^ 
becaufe he had but one eye. His name is fome- 
times written ORouark, or ORorick.-, but in this 
and other Irilh names I follow the orthography of 
Mr. OConor. 

P. 96. Few were faved% the Englijh tcaodrj inUr^ 
cepting their flighty and an Irijh chieftain, or prince^ 
who had given homages to the governor^ Joinif^ in 
the purfuit with all his clan. 
s^"^ H^^* The hiftdrical poem, cited in a foregoing notc^ 
ri?8 iEbcrm ^^^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^ Cogan, hdbfft the a&ion 
* began, addrefled tlifi IriQi chieftain^ here mtvt- 
tioned, in thefe wpftds ; ^* If you perform what I 
*• require of yoUy I will rcftcMt^ to you your hof- 
•* tagcs fafe and free.: but you muft firft take ait 
^^ oath, that, whea the jeneicry and weihall fight, 
f* you and your men will ftand in fome convenient 
" pfecey where you »ay behold our ac^toes as ncu- 
*^ trals ; and, if you flball fee that they farntand flf 
•• before us, help les to kill thcrti ; but if we, like 
^ cowards, turn our backs, and are purfued, kill 
^ as many of us m y©u can, that W9e may not die 
" by their hands. ^ The author adds chat, here- 
upon^ the Iriflt chief tqok the oatth, and pofthig 
hhnfelf near the wall with a body of his people, as 
foon as he faw the Norwegians routed and ftying^ 
eagerly foUowed the ehace, and flew as^tnsuiy of 
them as the weapons x>i his men couhl reach^ fiuc 
of this very extraordinary fpeech and oath nothing 
is &id by Giraklufi Cambrenfis^ or inthe IrUh annals^ 

P. 97. 
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1?. 97. T^Ms blockade^ which entirely prevented /A^BOOK IV. 

importation of any provifions^ bad continued almoji^ >* ' 

two months^ &c. 

The hiftorical poem on the fubjcft of this war V. Hams'a 
(an account of which has been given in fome for- ^^^'^^^^ 
mer notes to this book) fays, that Strongbow, in-^'*'* '** 
duced by the danger he was in of perilling by fa< 
mine, fent Lawrence OTool, the archbimop of 
Dublin, to negotiate with Roderick, and oSer 
that king, if he would raife his fiege, to hold 
Leinfter, as his vaflal, by homage and fealty ; 
which Roderick proudly refuHng, and Infifting, 
that the earl (hould give up all his conquefb, 
and with all his forces leave Ireland at a day . 
afllgned to hin), Milo de Cogan propofed that 
defperate (ally, which prdendy afterwards raifed 
the fiege. But Giraldus Cambrenfis (whofe au- 
thority I greatly prefer to that of this unknown 
rhymer, for reafons before given) fays nothing of 
this offer. 

p. 100. On bis nomf be wasftopt^ in the country of 

Idroniy at a narrow pafsy which ORyan, the petty 

, prince ^f that 4ijiri£i^ hadfeized and fortified. 

We are told by Stanihi^ft, in his book de Rebus 

in Hibemia gejiis^ I. iv^. p. 171, 172. that, in one 

of thefe a&ions againft the Iri(h, Strongbow with 

his own hand, in the picfence and view of his 

army^ flew his only foo, a youth of about fixteen 

y^ears old, who at the head of a troop of horfe had 

ch^g^d the enemy, and, finding they did not give 

way, returned back with his men to the body of 

thcvatmy, commanded by bis father- In proof of 

this the hiftomn alledges two monuments in a. 

fiiurch 9C Dublin, one of Strongbow, on which is 

7* I ^ marjble 
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BQOKIV. J marble ftatue of that earl ; and anodier of his 
S ' V 'fon, on the left-hand of the earl-s, which has alfo 
ppon it an image, reprefenting that youth, holdii^ 
up, with both bis hands, his entrails, which feeai 
falling out. Thefe figures (Scanihurft tells us) by 
the fail of part of the church, in the year 1566, 
were much defaced, but repaired and beautified by 
order of Sir Henry Sidney, who was then lord 
lieutenant of Ireland. Another modern iuftorian 
pf the fame country fays, tha( on the tomb of the 
fon thefe vcrfes were engraved : 

'f Nate ingratCf mihi pugnanti terga JeMfti ; 

^' Pfonmibi, fedgenfij regno (juoqu^ itrgaieJi^u 

At what time thefe two monuments were firft lee 

up we are not told ; but Stanihurft fpeaks of them 

See Haijuncr, ^s ancient, and adds, that the faft was ommumfer' 

^^'^Pr mom celehatijfimum. To me it fecms, that the ftory 

'^* was merely traditional, and that, widiout much 

enquiry into the truth, the fon?s ftatue waserefted 

by fQme of the Englifl^ at DubUn, in the attitude 

|iere defcribed : for there is not the leaft mention 

of it in Giraldus Cambrcnfis, or any contemporary 

writer; audit is hardfy poflible that they all fhould 

have omitted to take notice of fo remarkable t 

fad, which, if it had really happened, ^ould be 

no fccret. . . - . 

P. 102. On receiving this mefage^ be tamed afih 

from IPexford^ and voent to Waterford^ &<?. 

In the hiftorical poem before-mentioned anaO' 

jcoynt is given of fbme niatters, tranfaded botiKen 

Stroqgbow's arrival at Wateiford and hia.igfffig 

into England, of which no mention is madeta >Qi^ 

raldus CatT)brenfis pr in the Irifli annalis. w i.wiU 

deliver it to the reader a$ tranflated intQ S^lifk 

&« H9jTi8?8 profe by Sir George Carcw. ^^ The ^ail w» i»o 

Hibcrpica, p-<f foQnpr comf to the city, but a^neficngfar from 

}V ^: - ... OBrian, 
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^ OBrian, king of Limerick, repaired unto him BOOK IV* 
•* from his mafter, praying him with all his forces ^■— v — ^^ 
•* to march into Oflbry againft Donald, that com-' 
** mon enemy (viz. Donald king or prince of 
** Oflbry j. The caufe of friendfhip between the 
^^ earl and OBrian was, that OBrian had married • 
•* one of the daughters of Dermod> king of Lein- 
** fter, and half fitter to the earl's wife. Unto the 
*^ meflage the earl made anfwer, that he would 
•* fatisfy OBrian's requeft ; and they met at IdougH, 
** and, being joined, their forces were two thou- 
** fand ftrong. Donald, fearing the approach of 
** his enemies, fent to the earl to dcfirc him that 
** he might have a fafeguafd to come unto him, 
^^ and that he doubted not but to give him fatisfac- 
•* tion. The requeft was granted, and Maurice de 
•* Prendergaft was fent for him : but he, for the 
•* more fccurity, obc^ned the words of the earl 
^ and OBrian, and the oaths of all the chieftains 
•* of the army, that the king of Offory ihould 
** come and return in fafety ; which done, he went 
^' to Donald^ and within a few hours he brought 
•* him to the camp, in the prefence of all the army* 
** The earl and OBrian charged him with divers 
•• treafons and pradices, which he had attempted 
^ againft his lord, the kin^ of Leinfter deceafed ; 
«< and OBrian and all the captains difallowing 
<^of his excufes counfelled the earl to hang 
^< him ; and OBrian, without delay, commanded 
^^ his men to harafs and fpoil Donald's country, 
«* which willingly they performed. Maurice Dc 
^^ Frendergaft, mifliking thefe proceedings, and 
*f feeing the danger the king of Oflbry was in, prc- 
^< fently mounted on his horfe, commanded his 
•< company to do the like, and faid, ^* My lords, 
*^ what do you mean to do ?" and turning to the 
^ captains he told them, that they difhonoured 
Z 4 thcmfeivcs. 
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BOOK IV. <« thcmfdvcs, and that they had falfificd thdr faiths 
V.i. f^^ ■ ■ ^ ■■^« goto him: aiuj iware by the cfofs rf his fwofd, 
^' that no man there that day Ihould dare by hands 
^* on the king of Oflbry ; whereupon the earl, 
«* having fenfe of bis honour, and calling to mincj 
^^ how far it was engaged, delivered Donald unto 
•'Maurice, commanding him to fee him fafcly 
•5 conveyed uqto his men. Upon the way, in tlieir 
M return, they encountered O^ri^n's men, laden 
^* with the fpoils of OflSiry. Prcndergaft charged 
^* them, IJaying nine pr ten of thcfc freebooters r 
•* and having brought Donald to bis men, lodged 
^' with hiqi that night in the woods, and the next 
f * morning returned to the earl/' 

What credit this ftory, unfupported by theteftir 
mony of any other writer, may be thought to de- 
ferve, I cannot tell ; but it is not improbabie, and 
(fuppofing it true) does very great honour to Mauf> 
lice de Prendergaft. 

We learn from the fame authority^ that fome 
V. Ifibermca, j.|jj^g before this, in the year 1169, Maurice de 
^' * • Prendergaft, having had a quarrel with Derinodi 

in whofe fervice be then was, entered into that of 
this Ponald, prince of Oflbry, and led away with 
him two hundred foldiers, at the head of whom he 
ferved the latter againft the king of Leinfter, aqd 
againft OMore, lord of Leix, Which territory con- 
tained a great part of that province now cabled the 
jCiyeen's County, He forced OMore to fubmie, 
and give hoft^e$ to Donald ; but afterwards was 
obliged by Dermod and the EngliOi, whc^affif^ 
^ance OMore had fecretly implored, totetire our of 
Leix; and, at his return into Oflbry, he.aad ail' 
hj^ Welfl) band would have been trcachepoiiCly mtuv* 
ficred by the people qf that country for the feke of 
their fpoils, and to iave the wages due to them^^if 
Dop^ld had not preferved them, (by xcfufing Ws 
' aflcnt 
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aflent tofo viltanpus a defign. It feetns I^ c^redBOOK rv^. 

that they Ihould ftay in his ferviec j but, they «> ^^ ^ ^ 

fplving to return immediately into Wales, hia 
fubjedts refumed their ill intentions againft them, 
and way-laid them in a pals between Kilkenny and 
Waterford with two thoufand men, of which Pren- 
dergaft having fortunately received information, he 
cifcaped the danger^ by pretiending to make a new 
^grcen>ent, that he and bis men would ferve the 
prince of Oflbry fome months longer; on the news 
q{ which the antbufcade abandoned the pais, and 
the Welfb, by a midnight march, got fafe inta 
Waterford, and from thence into Wales, out of 
which Prendergaft afterwards returned into Ire- 
land. He now repaid Donald, for having pro- 
tected him as far as he could againft the perfidy of 
his people, by guarding him in the manner above- 
related. 

The poem adds, that after the return of that P. 14^ 
piince, OBrian went back to Limerick, and the 
c»rl of Pembroke to Femes, where he remained 
eight days, in which time Murrogh OByrne, who 
ever- more had been a traitor to king Dermod, wa$ 
brought prifoner to him, and was immediately be- 
headed, and his body was caft to the dogs^ 
and with him a fon of Daniel Kavenagh. Btic 
at the fame time the earl gave to Donald Kave-^ 
nagh, the ion of Dcrmod, lands in Leinfter, and 
to another Iriihman, who had deferved well 
of him, the country of Kcnfelagh. I thoughc 
it worth while to mention tbefe circumftancea 
from this . anonymous writer, yet obferving, that 
Sir James Ware takes no notice of cither of 
thek grants (probably becaufe he did not find any 
muhfeimck proof of them) though he tranicribes 
fr«m thii poem feveral other grants there men- 
tkmed^ For what reafon this whole account of 

|*rcndergaft*§ 
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BOOK IV.Pitnacrgaft's adventures (if we fuppofe it true) 
v-.-.y. -^ 15 omitted in the hiftory of the conqueft of Ire- 
land by Giraldus Cambrenfis, it is bard to con- 
ceive. I will only add, that the prince of Oflbry, 
here called Donald, and whofe furname was Fitz- 
patrick, in the Irifh annals is called Donchad. 

P. 102, 103. Hedidfo^ and f$und bim at Newnbam 
in Gloucefterjhire^ preparing to pafsy with an armj^ 
into Ireland. 

Gcrvafe of Canterbury fays, that common report 

pjtfertur.) aflTigned three rcafons for this expedition ot the 

king into Ireland. One was, that the kings and 

people of that ifland had ient embaiTadors to im- 

Elore him to come to their affiflance agatnft the 
oftilities of the earl of Pembroke, and to take 
upon himfelf the dominion of Ireland : another 
was, that the faid earl had offered to hold his ac- 
quifuions under, him : and the third was, that he 
might more eafily avoid, or be lefs expofed to, the 
ill effe£ts of a fentence of interdid, if any fuck 
fhould be pronounced: which this author con- 
V*Cliron. ceives to have been his principal motive. The firft 
STii?!. ^^ ^^^^^ fuppofcd rcafons would, if the fad: bad- 
coL 1419, been true, be very important, with refpcd to the 
1420. foundation of Henry's title to Ireland ; bur, as no 

mention is noade of it in any record of that time, 
or in the hiftory of this tranfaAion by Giraldus 
Cambrenfis, I judge it to be a falfe report. Nor 
can I think that the fear of a fentence of interdid 
being laid on his kingdom would hav^e induced him 
to quit it ; but, on the contrary, I prefume it 
would have been a Arong reafon for his delaying 
this enterprize till that danger was overt if he had 
really feared it, which he did not at this time* The 
fair opportunity which offered itfelf to him^ of ac- 
qiuiring to his crown the dominion of Ireland, and 

the 
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the danger of leaving it in the earl of Pembroke's BOOK IV. 

pofleflion, independent on that crown^ ti?cre thc^^ ^^ ^ 

only real motives of this undertaking. 

p. lO"]. Having thus fecured all behind bitHy be failed 
from Milford Haven^ nvitb his army^ to Ireland^ , 
and after a profperous voyage landed near Wafer- 
ford^ §n the feaft of St: Luke^ in the year eleven 
hundred and feventy-one. 

Since the printing of this book, an Irifli re-AiJ?®4^w. 
cord, of the fourth of Edward the Second, has JJ;^^^™ 
been communicated to me, in which it is fet forth in xmr. Ber« 
chat a particular family of the Oftmen of Water* minghanu 
ford, defcendcd from a chief named Gerald ^ Mac« 
gillemory^ having claimed a right to be governed 
by the EngUih laws, derived to them fpom a char- 
ter granted to their anceftors by king Henry the 
Second, an inquiQtion was ordered, and it was 
found by a jury, that, on Henry's approach to 
Waterfordi Reginald Macgillemoiy, an Oilman of 
great power in that county, and who had lands on 
the coaft' adjoining to the city, drew three chains 
wrofs the harbour, to ftop the king and his fleet 
from entering into it : but the ihifM broke the 
chains, and the king, as foon as he landed* appre- 
hended this Reginald and all his adherents, tried 
tbefnin bis own court, and condemned them to be 
hanged as rebels againft him, which fentence was 
immediately executed upon them. The fame jury 
likewife found, that he expelled .from the city all 
therOftoien, except one of the family of MacgU«- 
kinory» whofe Cbriftian name was Gerald, and 
wJt)0# becaufe he had been always faithful to the 
Esgliihi was fuffered to remain in a tower which 

^ A^g^Uemoi^r is evidcmfy an Iiiih n^me, and hour it came 
^ i>e glyea to an Oibnsin I cannot telL 

bcloi^ged 
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jROOK IV. bck»gsd;to him there, with all his family, aad af- 
^ '^ ^ ^ tcrwaKis got, from the King the charter abovemtn* 
tionecL 

It is, ia itfelf, extremely incredible, that, when 
WattrCdrd was pofleffed by a ftrong EngliQi garri^ 
fon of the e^rl of Pembroke's troops, an Oftman 
chief, who had lands adjacenc ta that city, Ihould 
be ndad etK)ugh to do an a£t of this nature^ which, 
if he had fucceeded in hindering the fleet fiom 
coming into the harbour, or if any ihtps had been 
funk or ei^am^ed in ninning agamft the chaior, 
jBufl: have inlStantly drawn upon him the noigeanc^ 
of thofe troops^ and, foon afcewards, of all Hen- 
ry's numeroiis forces, which he could not have 
prevented from landing at Wexford» Nor can I 
conceive that fuch an extraordimuy attempt^ if it 
reaUy had been made, or die very remarkable pa- 
nillnmefit: of ir, would not have been mentioned 
by Giratdus Cambrenfis, or the Abbot of Peter- 
borough, or Roger de Hoveden, or William of 
Newbury, or any one of the Englilh contempo- 
rary hiftorians, or Irifh Annalifts of that age ! But 
afftill better proof of the falfhood of it is, that tho 
jjif y fpeak of a ficond coming of Kwg Hetiry inio J^#t 
landi fayi^igt that Gerald Macgilkmory defended* 
his towei" in the city of Wateribrd ufque aditeratum^ 
adv^ntum pr^dUii Dom. Hmrici R^is in fiiiemuvu 
And thjey fuppofe a conliderable diftance of time 
to have intervened between bis expulfion of the 
Oilmen out of Wacerford, and hi& return into Ire«* 
land, during which a war happened bqtween thofe 
fpqxpelled, and fbme £nglifh.oi his train {d^ ccmi^ 
tivafua) tQ whojn he had given their tenements ait 
that ci^y», Et duravil guerra, e$ dijfmfio iUa fen 
magnum tempus. Whereas, it is certain that he 
fcame but once into Ireland, and all hiftorians agree, 
fhat, dqriog his day in that realm, ^11 was quiet 

in 
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It is BO OK IV, 

mcn-^ ^ 

ereft 

:rc of 

n the 

tcftstV.Hiberiu 
tjuryExpugn. 

only 
ki»g 
really 
sOft- 
under 
lerof 
layst 
(Ugis 
Tniae, 
nanni 

bduci 
V €t judiciari delJeat, vobis mandamus, fec**^ 

P. 109. Smm afier the Mng*s arrivttl ai WftHrferdj^tl^^vc^tth 
the cit'zem (^Wexford hvugif to him their tap^^f'3^f^^^ 
tive^ FUzfiepbeny as a criminal m kmisy See. ^^^^il^ 
The hiltorical poem, often mentioned in the 
former notes to this book, fays,: that when Henry 
Jay at Pembroke, feveral of the Wexfordians who 
^leld Fitzftephen-prifbner, pafied^thciea, and pro- 
curing admittance to that king, befeeched him to* 
accept ihem as his humble fcrvants, faying, ** That 
*^ they purpolcly c^noe to him to let him know^ 
•f that they had in their prifon Robert Fitzfte- 
•' phen, who had always been a traitor ta bim^ 
" and had rdielkd agamft him both in Wales 
♦* and England, and that they wouW deliver hint 
** into his hands to do his pdiatore with him.** 
^ They 
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'i^ ^ 



of Fitzitephen, at Watertord^ not at JfembrolK. 

P. 114. Qtbtri vwemade f$r the partkuldr ^nefit if 
the dtrgjf\ to enfarce tbi payment of tytbes to^the 

• parochial priejk\ to exempt oH tie lands andpcf^ 
jejfms of the eburcb from aUimpoJitiont HKOSid if 
the laityt ejpeeialfy thofe mofi ufital in Ireland^ 

. fcc- 

Mr. Carte and ofihef ntodern biftoriaris fuppof^ 

that the fourth canon of this couirefl was niad6 

a^infl: Coign and Livery : but tfacfe were impoficiontf 

ioirodiiced 
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introduced into Ird^d by the EogHlh in later BOOK IV. 
times, yet of much the fame nature witii wh^ thc^ "^ ' 
Iriih called Bon^bf^ to which, and another cufto- 
mary exa&ion, called Qfi)ermgSy this canon had a 
particular reference. (See Sr J. W4ie, c. 8, and 
1 8. Sir J. DavieSi p. 175, and 244.) 

P. 127. AU tbefi injuMiUms tbt legates^ hy the aufh* 
riiy isf tb£ pop€^ commanded the king to obftrve 
mtb trutk and fincerity^ for the remiffion of bis 
fins\ huaufi (asyfhey fet forth in tbe preamble t9 
tbe^ariicles) though be bad taken in4beir prefenu a 
wluntary ^ath^ that be neither ordered^ nor dejired^ 
the murder of Socket j and was exce^ngly gpfeved 
when the report thereof was brought to his ears 5 
ye$ be feared^ that the mdefaSors who bad Jlain 
tbat'prelate taok /)ccqfton to commit that wicked a^ 
from tbe paffion and perturbation thtyfam in him. 
/ Gecvafe of Canterbury has added to what the Collc<a.i4i^# 
legates fay on this point, that he took this oath be- 
caufe the above-mentioned malefaftors were out of 
his power, " (gda malefaBores iUos qui prafatum 
•* m'chiepifcopum oc€idenmt habere non potoraf^^ al- 
though (fays this author) they had paft fome timfc 
with hina in the pleafures of hunting, after the 
crime w^tcommitted^ 0' ^i tamen in delkiis vena-^ 
*^ ticnum aliquandiu pbftea fuerant cum ipfo c^mmch 
** rMi^^^) But the filcnce of all other writers con- 
temporary with Heiiry, and the accounts givefh bjr 
fome who lived in thofeJays, entirely refute this 
calumny on that prince. Indeed he niuft have 
been abfolutely out of his fences, to admit to his 
prcfence and pleafures men guilty of a crime which 
he took fuch pains to difclaim, and for tvhich they 
were a&ually under a fentence of excommunica- 
tion, wiule he himfelf, was fuing to be abfolved 

. from 
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This appears from what Js faid ia^lbe tf^fi on 
ihijB.futgc^ aa^ the autbc«ili« 4^ftiiiianjri v*herc tcci- 
ted* Yet, m an c«rafl: Ironi 4^^af>^*s m Jrjillpria 
Qjiadripartiil^ which is >pfiniie<i in jbcififih ^#k 
-of Becket's epiftlcs, and called theSBtW^tief^^'iier 
niffltion «wkde of tbearxide* by wbi€b^;l;:ing 
^was iryoiaed to give up all cuftoma iQj^Fpj$Mce4ii^ 
bi4 times agaiaft the church, ih&tc ts thi^jad^onat 
xilaufe, SifH^' > aui^m imIs futrum^MH ^^fmpmat^^i 
iiiasjwfta^ mandatum D^Fx^r tf^canfiH^f r^gv^am 
^wnrHn^tcm^abit^ But neither thia, s^fost 9^j oiber 
paflage in the hiftory, or eveflt/tfee let^era o£ ihofe 
4[jnie|9» can 'be of any authority againft tbecibdrter, 
or public inflrumcotofrtbc feipoociliaiipn, ^wn 
^ by the cardinals who were enlplojpe^ theritto^ 
iealed by ty^Q king htmfelf^ and ienttQ the pope as a 
jecord . of the condidoru .on. which Jt had been 
granteci^ ¥>,any other evidence could be, wanting^ 
the ncxtbcftia^hclettcr writrtn kji tbiakingon.tSt 
iubjeftof this tranfaftion, and that froaa the jcar- 
dinals to the archbifhop of Ravenna ; \J9Ujt\ in none 
pf thefe is any mention made of this claufej I 
iheiefcre rcjcft it as falfe. Ic o^uft fate a^p ol> 
pferv^d that, many ancient . hiftorians dat^ vfihc time 
^ thisr tranflidion on the fifth of the calends of 
Oftober- irt .the year 1172 : but it appears by the 
ch^ters, by the letter pf the twp kg^i^, >^d by 
that of the king. aboye^cmnuoQed^ wniehvxCa^nnoc 
err in this pomt, that it ivas coincludid befoie the 
feaft of Pentccoft in that year. The invention of 
<he JPopifli clergy b^s been wonderfully fertile in 

forgeries 
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forgeries on this matter. Nicholas, cardinal of BO OK IV. 
Arragon, who flourilhed about the year 1350, in^ ' ^ 
his lives of the Roman Pontiffs, (edit. Mcdiolen. 
1723) has thefe words, ''^ Prater ea ego et major . 
^JiUus meus rex jtdramus^ quod a Dom. Alexandra 
*' Papdy et ejus Catbolicis fuccejforibuSj recipiemus et tene- 
*^' bimus regnum JnglU^ et nos et nojiri fuccejfores in 
** perpetuum non reputabimus mi Anglic reges v^ros^ 
*^ donee ipfi nos Catholkos reges tenuerint^^ A moll 
rmpudent falfehood, without the lead foundation 
or colour of truth ! ^ 

Almoft ail the other parts pf this pretended oath 
are difRrently worded from that which the two 
kgates, in whofe prefence it was made by the king, 
and who abfolvcd him thereupon, declared, to the 
world by the public inftrument before- mentioned, 
which the reader may fee cS:a<3:Iy franfcribcd in the 
appendix to this book. 

There is likewife a revocation of the Clarendon 
conftitutions, pretended to have been made by the 
king before the fame legates, and entitled il^^«^ 
cath .articulorum quos rex Henricus fecundus vMt 
ecckftam jHglicanorum obfervajje^ of which 1 have 
feen a copy. It appears to have been forged by 
fome Englifh monk, and wants no other confuta- 
tion than the undeniable teftimony of the legates 
themfelves, ^ 

P, 130. And concluded by faying^ that they were alt 
traitors^ who did not diligently endeavour to deliver 
and free him from the hojiile attach of this om 
man. . .: '^ v _ • 

The wolfds in the original are, ^^ §luod or^es 

^^ proditoreswant^ quieum, adbibitd operS et diligentid^ 

^ ab unius hominis infeftattone nokbant expedfre.'^ 

Vol. V. a a P. 13?. 
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BOOK IV. p. 1^2. F^ it appears hy records^ that Hugh ^ 

^ '■■■•'/— -^ MorviUe^^a^ alive in the fuondytar of king Jobn^ 
&c. 

A pedigree of the Dacre family dr^wn up from 
mithcntic records and evidences, both public aod 
private, by Richard St, George Norroy king of 
arms, and figned by him, and by William Cam* 
den Glarcncieux, agrees entirely with the account of 
pf Hugh de Morvillc given by Dugdale in his 
Baronage, From both it appears, that the huf- 
band of Heloife or Helvifia de Stuteville was one 
pf the murderers of Becket, And there is no 
cvWence of there having been any other Hugh de 
Morville. This gentleman was forefter of Cum« 
berland, and baron of Burgh upon S^nds in that 
county. It appears that he was dead in or before the 
fixth year of king John *, for in that year Ada an4 
Joan, his daughters and co-heirs, divided hi^ 
lands* There is nothing improbable in the length 
of his life : for fuppofing him thirty or thirty-five 
years old at the time when he rtiurdered Becker, 
from that to the fixth of king John are but thirty- 
four years. But with regard to William de Tracy, 
another of Becket's murderers, there is certainly an 
error in the evidences given by Dugdale, He tells 
us, that this baron had the title of Iteward or judi- 
ciary pf Normandy in the nineteenth of Henry the 
fecqnd, but held it not tnuph more thai^ two years 
longer-, Richard bifhop of Winchefter being then 
^ fobltituted in that offfcc. For which be quotes 

t(fn-sChron. J^''^?^ (commonly called Brompton's Chronicle) 
p. iroj, i* where indeed theramepf William dc Tracy, with 
1116. rfie ritleof ^erjejiatkis^ is put amo^lg the witnefle^ 

Xo the charter of ngreemeht between King Henry- 
;he fecond, and Vv^iiiiam king of Scotland, con^ 
rl^'^'!r ^^^^'*^^'^'^^ Faloil??.' But in Mr. Rymer'smorq 
'''^*^^' 5 '■ authencick 
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authcntick edition of that charter it is William de,^^^^ ^^* 
Gurcy, IVilUelmo de Curcy fenefiallo. Dugd^le has 
likewife confounded the affaffin of Becket with 
his grandfon by a daughter married to Sir Gervafe 
de • Courteriai, whith grandfon, named William, 
took thfc &rnanic of Tracy, and ferved in an expe- 
dition againft the Welfliio the year 1222, tlie fe- 
venth of Henry the third; whereas it appears^from 
two rolh which are cited by Mr. Madox in his 
HJftory of the Exchequer, and in his Paronia, 
that the William de* Tracy who flew Becket was 
dtid ih the firft year of king John. The records 
arc in thefe words, « fViUitlmus de Pyrm dat D. 
^^ regi mlk cc Eiras Andegavenfes pro babendd int^'^ 
*^ gre terra fP'Mebni de Tracy yjicut idem Willielmus 
*' earn habuit die qua obiit. Ita quodjiabit ad reSum^ 
^fi quis inde adoerfus eum kqui voluerity (Hiftory 
of the Exchequer, p. 362, note », Oblata Norm. 
2 Joh. m. 4.) " Oliverus Tract debet u. Marcos prg 
^^iabendd baronia Willielmi de Traci^ qua valet in 
** Anglia c L Sterlings et in N^mannia cc h An^ 
•* degffO. falvo jure et clamo cujuJUbet in ea. Sed non 
H debent requiri apradiSo Olivero^ quia terras illas non 
^^ habet, et fro quibus Henricus de Tract finem fecit 
^^Jjcut infra continetur.*' (Madox Baronia, p. 67, 
note, col. 2. Magn. Rot. i Joh. Rot. 14, 6. Tir. 
Dcvenefc^a.) Thefe records prove undeniably^ 
that the William de Tracy who ferved in the reign 
of Henry the Third, was not the fame who lived 
under Henry the Second; but he does not inforni 
us exaftly at what time the latter died. Yet it 
ieems pretty evident that he had not been dead 
very long before the firft of King John, when his 
fucceffion was thus difpofed of in England and 
riormandy, with a faving to the rights of other 
claimants. In Kifdon's Survey oT Devon it is 
(aid, that he fpent the latter part of his life at 
A a 2 Wojlacomfej 
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BOOK rv.Wollacomb in the parifh of Mortbay in Devonr: 

^" V ^fliire, a very retired place^ and licth buried in aniflc 

of that church built by himfe]f, under an eredted 
monument, wirh his portraiture engraven on a grey 
marble ftone, t^c. 

Amongft the records of the church of Canter- 
bury there is an original deed, by which it appears 
that a William de Tracy gave the manor of Doc- 
cumb in Devonlhire tp the chapter of Canterbury, 
for the falvation of his own foul and the fouls of 
his predeceflbrs^ and for the love of St. Thomas arch- 
hifhop and martyr of venerable memory. But whether 
this was the grandfather or the grandfon I find no 
proof. I rather fuppofc it was the latter. Pro- 
bably one or two of the aflaflins of Becket might 
die in the Holy Land, or on the way thither j and 
the others, who returned, lived retired for many 
years, which might occafion a falfe report of their 
death. 

P. 136, 137. // only appears^ thaly in the courfe of 
the year eleven hundred and feventy-two^ Adamde 
Port being arraigned of traiteroufly confpiring the 
death of the king^ fled cut of the realm before a 
trials and was outlawed. 

We learn from a record of the year of our Lord 

1180 (the 26th cf the reign of King Henry the 

Second) that this Adam de Port payed a thoufand 

rnarkf> to the king, as a fine for his own land and 

his wife's inheritance in Normandy, and to induce 

the king to pardon him and receive his homage. 

The words of the record are thcfe. 

Ex Magno Adam de Port reddit compotum de milk marcis. pro 

de Anno 26 fi^'^^ terr(B fua et bareditatis uxorts fu^e tn Normamoy 

Hen. rr. et ut Rex indignationem fuam ei remittat^ et homagim 

Rot. 10. a. fuumfufcipiaL 

Sudhante- <.'•''* 

i'ciia. ' _, 

2 ftOm 
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From the heavy fine he payed we may rcafonablyBOOK IV. 

infer, that his pardon was not owing to any proofs ^ — ^ 

of his innocence, but was obtained by the merit of 
foriic difcQveries he had made about this time. 
They muft have been of great moment, to render 
him worthy of fuch a grace from Henry after fuch 
an offence againlt him ! 

P. 143. The amhajfadcrs ieil the king, *^ thaf ihty 
*' could draw from Louis no anfwer to the falutation 
** delivered by them in his namey^ 
Wc are told by W, of Newbury, a contempo- 
rary hiftorian, that when Henry difcovered his fon*s 
flight to Louis, he fent to that monarch fome per- 
fons of great dignity {viros honoratos) to demand 
the prince back, in virtue of his paternal autho- 
rity 5 but at the fame time to promife, that if any 
thing, with regard to him, feemed to want amend- 
ment, he would fpeedily amend it by the advice of 
Louis. Whereupon Louis afked them, " Who 
** fent them with that meflfage ?" They anfwered, 
^' The king of England." But he replied, " That 
*' is fallfe: for the king of England is here, and 
*V fends no meflages by you. But if you continue 
*^ to give this title to his father, who was once king 
•^ of England^ that king (I would have you to 
*^ know) exifts no longer : and his perfifting to aft 
*' in that character, after having publicly refigned 
*«,thc kingdom to his fort, is a fault that mult be 
** fpeedily correfted/* It is not very probable, that 
Louis (houidfpeak of Henry's crowning his fon, as 
publickly reftgning his kingdom to that prince \ fince 
he CQuld not but know, from the ufual praftice in 
France, that fuch coronations imported no fuch 
thing, but were meant as a fecuricy to the fuccef- 
fion. And nothing is faid of this anfwer in the 
letter to Henry from thofe whom he fent to that 
A a 3 king, 
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BOOK IV.kinga If Louis did fpeak thefe w^rd% he muft 

^'-''-— V 'hate aHudcd to thofc that were faid tohavei bem 

l^kea by Henry wheo he nmiftered to his ion at 
the coronatioQ ieaft : but thpfe, aa^ppH as the aftion 
whkh they accompanied, were^ ^^tiravagwt com- 
pliments» 00 which no ftre& coiald reafi^eably be 
kid# 

Ibid. //I? faid^ that H$nry M frequetUfyj M ver^ 

^ghf pretences^ violated the faith xi^^ifik^Jbad'im' 

tually pledged the one to , the. other ^ &Ci. . " 

By this he probably noeant the pron>ifes Henry 

had made to go with hi ai fa th^ H<dy Wat % 6x 

of any other breach of faith in Henry towards 

hioi I find no trace, and for that be had good 

excufesb 

P. 145. Be/ore this letter eame to bim^ or about the 

fame time, Richard a^ Geoffrj were font by their 

mother to Paris. ^ 

V.Ncubri- William of Newbury fays, that they went thi- 

€^27!*"* ^^^^ ^" company with their elder brother, who 

came fecretly into Aquitaine, and drew; them away 

from thefice with* their mother's confcnt; but it is 

V*Bcnedi6t. more probable, that (as other hiftorians relate) he 

Abb. et continued with Louis, and Ihe fenttltem to ioki 

Brompton, , . -^ 

adann, ^^^* 

1173. . 

P. 1,51. Peter of Blots therefore wrote acarJingt^ 

his own principles of religion and government, or 

dcciommoMtei his ftyle to the wififes and pretenfions 

of the court of Rome, &c. 

See liis works, This^ was the opinion of the moft fagacious Dk 

ToL V. p. 727. stillingfleet* In his anfwer to Mr. Crclfy^s Epiftle 

Apptogetlcal he fays of Petrus Blefenfis '* Wjc 

' A' muft confidcr that he was always a fecret frjeo^ 

;^* of Qecl^et and his caufe ia the w^le quarrel^ 

. "and 
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^* and being ettiployed by the king in his flraits to^^O^ ^7- 
•* write to the Pope to excommunicate his fon^ he^*" ' ^ 
** knowing very well the prevalent arguments in 
** the court of Rome, might ftrain a compliment in 
** the behalf of his mafter to the Pope, for which he 
** had i'itle caufe to thank him j although, it may 
.*^ be, Pctrus Blefcnfis exprefl: his own mind^ whc* 
^' ther it were the king*s or no.** 

I canno; but think this a much better method of 
accounting ior the diificulty, than that forced one 
which Mr. Carte has laboured to give in his hiftofy 
of this reign. There k a paffagc in a letter cnfJ-V ';^* 7» 
King Henry the Second to the emperor Frederick ^'^^^^ 
Barbarofla, which is prcferved in the hiftory clfpend. ad Ot- 
that prince's life by Radivicus Frifingenfis, froratonemDe 
whence a zea-lous aflcrtor of the Imperial preroga- ^^ ^^' 
tives might draw as good a proof that Henry the ' * "^^* 
Second had fubjefted to Frederick Barbarofla and 
the empire his kingdom of England and all his 
foreign dominions, as Baronius and Bellarmine 
have drawn from the otbehj to prdve the fubjeftion 
of EngJand to the Pope. The words are thefe: 
•' Rignum n&firum^ et quicquid ubique noftra fubjicittir 
*•* ditionij vobis exponifnus et vejir^e committimus po^ 
^* teliati^ ut 'ad vejtrum nutum omnia difponantur et in 
" ommbus veftri fiat voluntas Imperii/* Yet, ftrong 
as thefe exprellions are, they really meant nothing 
more than a high compliment to the Emperor in 
/etMfn for one made by him -, as will appear by the 
whole letter, which the reader may fee tranfcribcd 
in the Appendix to this book. And Radivicus 
obferves in another part of his hiftory (I. ii. c. 76.) 
that the fame hyperbolical ftyle was ufcd in writing 
to this prince by all the kings in Europe, notwith- 
•Itandin^ the conftant jealoufy they had of his 
pcweh^ *' Reges Hijpani^r, Jngli^^ Franci^ej Da^ 
t^dte^ Boemia^ atque Ungari^f ^uamvis /u/peifam 
A a 4 ^*fempir 
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360 NOTES ON THE Life 

BOOK IV'^^femper ejus haberetU potentiamj Jihi adeo per ami* 
"^ ^" citiam et focietatem devinxit, et adfuam voluntatem 
^^ Jic inclinatQS habuit^ ut quoties ad eum liter as vel 
** legates miferint^ fibi cedere auHoritatem imperandi^ 
** illis non deejfe voluntatem obfequendi demncientJ* 
Yet this too, I prefume, proceeded rather fromrthc 
fccrctaries, who wrote the letters, than from the 
princes themfelves ; the eloquence of that agp 
being turgid, and the monks, whofe pens were em- 
ployed in thefe aflfairs, {training the compliments 
they were ordered by their mailers to make beyond 
the bounds of propriety, and without a due regard 
%• to the. dignity of thofe in whofe names they wrote. 
That the Pope and the Emperor had a preeminence 
of rank and dignity, the one as fpiritual, and the 
other as temporal, chief of that fyftem, in which 
the whole weftern world of the Roman communion 
was confidered as one body, all the princes ac* 
knowledged ; but this implied no fubjedion. 

P. 172. Q/* the foot very few efcaped alivej &c. 

Some writers of that age make the number of 
Flemings flain in this battle ten thoufand. If this 
be true, the heavy-armed infantry, called by Wil- 
liam of Newbury pedites forteSy muft have been 
fewer in number than the archers and light horfe, 
whom that author does not mention. 

P. 173. After the rout ofjhe Flemings^ Henry^s 

forus^ by which that vihory was obtained, went 

into winter quarters ; the latefeafon not permitting 

them to undertake theftege of Framltftghdm Cafik. 

Diceto, and after him Matthew Paris, relates, 

that the generals of the king's army, by an agree*- 

ment with Hugh Bigot corruptly nude oa their 

part, permitted a body of fourteen thoufand Fie- 

Jnings, who at this time were pent up in Fram* 

lingham 
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Jinghatn Caftle, where, by rcafon of their multj- BOOK rvr, 

tulde,^ they muft hetirilarjly Tiave pefilheci for want^ — -%^-^ 

■of food if the fflace had been clofcly blockaded, to 

go out of thiat fortrefs, and return into Flahdcrs, 

giving them a life cond^ift ^ fair as Doveri and 

-providing >fhips 1h thsit port to carry theiti oVtr. 

But how all thefc Fldrtiiiigs came to be in the caflf}^, 

does by no means appear. That any were left 

there ivhen the earl of'Leicefter marched out b 

not faid by any writer who lived in thofe times i 

and Diceto' tells iis-'hinnifelf, the army under that 

carl was almbft entirely deftroyed or taken. Nor 

can one fuppofe that Hugh Bigot, who had forced 

them to go out from the inconvenience or danger 

of keeping them longer there, would immediatclj^ 

-afterwards have admitted another and a grcateir 

army of their countrymen into his caftle. It is alfb 

highly improbable that the conftable Hugh de 

Bohun, or the earl of CornwaH the king's uncle, 

or any of the nobles who had feryed him fo well 

againft the earl of Leicefter, ihould be gained by 

bribes to do any thing contrary to his fervice. It 

feems therefore that no credit is due to this ftory. 

P. 178. The iijbop of Lincoln^ informed of the re- 
-treat of the Scots, built a cajlle at Topclif, &c. ' 
Thcfe caftles, which were fo foon run up, were 
probably built of wood, protefted by the fteep 
hills on which they were fituated, and by a circle 
of walls, or fometimes two, with deep ditches and 
ramparts, which were made of theearth'dugout of 
the ditches. There were others of which the chief" 
defencJc was the water with which they wehe^n- 
clofcdi being placed in low grounds, which had 
running ftreams in abundance; and thefe^Were 
called Mota^ from whence we derive the 'word 
Moats.' 

^ ■: ^ P. 209. 
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B^OK IV. p. 109. Henty Sd mt purfue ihem% ibefmesbeh^i 

y— V ^ 'utnth him there ^ thm^hfu§cient to fecure bis frimi^ 

fal ohjeil^ ibe defence ef the t^f^n^ not ieif^abk tp 
force fr fiiperier an army in the sfen field. 
Some ancient writers fayitbat,-to fccuw his recrcar^ 
Louis treated tivith tjenry, and, having proftiifed, 
^poB oath, to<:onf€r with hinn the next day, for fet- 
ding tb« conditions of a general peace, oblaiotd 
from him thereby a fufpenfiw of hoftilides, whicfa 
he ufed to draw off* his army unmolefted, and tibea 
broke bis faith, by not keeping the appointmenc 
he had folcmnly made. But it does not appear 
that fuch a fraiad could be neceflary for him •, the 
confederates being fo fuperior to Henry in the 
number of their forces, and efpecially of their ca- 
valry, that, as they retired in good order^ it 
would not have been prudent for him to attack 
them, at the hazard of a battle. William of 
Newbury^ one of the beft hiftorians of thofetimea, 
fays nothing of this treaty j nor is it mentioned by 
Diceto, another contemporary writer, who fpeaks 
particdarly of other lefs important occurnences in 
the Gegc of Rouen, and with great blame of Louis 
for a fupp^fcd breach of feith in the afl&tr of Vci>- 
neuiL 

V. 2^7. Andj for feme time afterwards, dined t^e» 
tber^ everyday^ at the fame tahk, and lay^ $vtry 
mgbt, in the fame i^ed. 

From hence it ftiould feem, that, for fome rea- 
^n no![ explained, young Henry's queen w^ noc 
yet refc)red to her husband, Pro^bably (he hatd 
been confined in the Tower of London, and it wsw 
not thought proper to difchargc her from thence 
till the two kings .met the parUamtnt aflembied at 
"Wcftminfter eleven days after their landing. 

P. 234* 
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f. 234. He was atfmded l^ the king 0/ ScQtkfii, wbc^^^^^- 
brought thither with him all the bijhep, and free'^^'^'~^ ^ 
holders of his realm^ from the greatift to the leafi^ 
&c. 

Tb?(e are the worda^f Bcnediftus Abbas, ^ Et 

^^ habuit Jibi obviam fVUUelmum Regem Scotia^ qui 

,^^ fecum adduicerat omnes epifcopos^ t?/ comites, et ba^ 

^ runes ^ et miUtes^ et francos tenentes terr^ fua a 

*' tn^mo ufque ad mimmumj &c.'' 

U mult be ohferved, that the freeholders » in 
Scotland at this time were much fewer in propor- 
tion to the number trf the people, than the free- 
holders in Ei^land \ the Scotch having no tenants 
in free focagc. 

P. 243. For he took from Hugh de Lacy the govern^' 
meM of that kingdom^ &cc. 
I prefame that Hugh de Lacy, after the fiege of V. BcnediA, 
Verneuil, which city be had defended, returned intb ^^^' ^^ i* 
Ireland, about the middle of Auguft, and executed^* ^ 
the fundions <rf chief governor there till the earl 
of {^etnbroke was fent, about the end of autumn, 
to tak^ that poft. The fragment afcribed to Mau- V.HamVa 
rice Regan exprefely fays, that the city of Dublin^^^^^^ 
was by Lacy rendered to that earl^ and that Lacy then ^ * 
retired with all his followers into Meath to inhabit the 
Jam. This name i$ fonjctimcs written Lacey or 
JLafci in dd autbojcs, but the charters have it Laci 
or Lacy. 

P. C179, ^^^ ^^ ^^^ relates this reprints it as 
Jbewing the impiety of the kings but it oniyfhevips 
thnt he thought this fuperfiitious method of trying^ 
mminal accufition was fraudalentbf managed \ and 
foi dot^tkfs^ it was\ or no man cmld ever ba^ 
been aiauated bv Ui. 
. . It 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^4 NOTES 6h the LIFE 

BOOK iv. It IS a ftrangc notion of the Prcfident Montcf- 

^■^ ^^^^"^quieu in his Efprii des Loix^ th^t^ in 4 peopje a<i- 

cuftomcd to the ufc of atms^ the fkin would be- 
come too hard and callous to receive imprefllon 
enough from the hot iron or boiling water, to have 
it appear three days afterwards; or th^r» if it did 
appear, it was a mark that he who underwent; this 
proof.was an effeminate man! His words arc, 
Ef^rit des c« ^^ ^^ voit que cbez un peuple exerci a mai^les 
€. IT, *^^^"^ " armes^ la peau rude et calkfe nedevoit pa^ recevoir 
*' ajfez r impreffion du fer cbaudy ou de Peau bouiU 
" lante^ pour quHly parut trm jours apres? Et sHlj 
*^ paroijfoit, c'etoit une marque ^ue celuy qui faijoit 
" Peprewae etoit un effeminij^ He adds, that the 
French peafants handle hot iron at pleafurc with 
their callous hands ; and that the hands of wpn^en 
who work hard could likewife refift the heat thereof. 
*' Nos pat Jans avec leurs mains caleufes manieni le fer 
*^ chaud comme ils veulent y et quant au» femfnes^ ks 
" mains de celles qui travailloient pouvpient rejifier an 
''fer chaud:' 
EflaisHiiio- Another French writer very juftly cxpreflcs hh 
P^ir u i.' ^"rP^^^« a^ ^^^ Prefident's thinking, that their an- 
P» ^95»* ' f^<^s had hands like the paws of a crocodile^ and 
aflcs, in what province of Prance the peafants plunged 
their hands and wrifls in boiling water without its 
leaving ar^ mark ? But he fhews by the inftance 
of the common fire-eatejs, that there were artifices 
by which the impreffion of the fire might be re- 
filled. 
L. xxvii. c. The Prefident has another extraordinary paflage 
'7* in that part of his book where he treats of judi- 

cial combats or duels. He fays, this kind of proof 
had fome reafon founded on experience v for, in a 
nation wholly warlike, cowardice implies many 
other vices, particulaaly the want of aduefenfe 
of honour) notwithftanding all the force of edu- 
cation 
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cation and example; and ufually in fiKh a nation ?OOK IV. 

perfons well born, who have that fenfe as thcy^ - >^- "^^ 

ought, will not be deficient in force or (kill, beciaufe 

jhey will exercife themfelvcs all their livcS in fuch 

things as are neceflary for the obtaining of honour. 

^* La preuvc par le combat Jingulier avott qu^Ique raifon 

^^ fondcefur l* experience. Dans une nation uniquement 

*' guerriere la poltroniere fttppofe d'autres vices \ dlt 

** prouve qu*on a refiftS a V education qu^on a regue^ et 

^* que Fon a pas ete fenfible a Phonneur^ ni conduit par 

*.* les pfincipes qui ont goliverne les autres hotmnes \ elk 

^^ fait voir qu^on ne craint pas leur mepris^ et qu^on ne 

** frif point de cas de leur ejiime 5 pour peu qu^on foit 

V l>ien niy on n*y manqtiera pas ordinairement de 

•* Fadrejfe qui doit s^aUier avec laforce^ ni de la force 

*' qui doit concourtr avec le courage^ parce que faifant 

^* cas de Vhonneur onfefera toutefavieexcerciades 

^f cpofes fans lefquelles on ne pent Fobtenir.^* But, 

furcly, however warlike a nation might be, and 

Ijowcvcr trained to arms, there would bohagreat 

difference between the ftrcngth and the fkill of 

different men, and it could not be certain that the 

Advantage would be on the fide of that combatant 

whofe caufe was the juftcft. Nor did it follow, 

that a man was either a coward, or infenfible to 

honour, becaufe he was flain in a duel. How then 

could experience fhew, that there was any reafon in 

this method of tryal ? 

The fame writer obfcrves, that gentlemen fought L. xvU. c z^^ 
^gainft each pthi?r pn horfeback, and with their 
arms, but villeins on foot, and with fticks 5 from 
)vhence it fojloy^ed, that the ftick was the in- 
flrument Of outrage, bfpaufe a man beaten with 
}t had been tr-eated like a villein. " Lesgentiljhommes 
^^fe baitoient entr^ eus$ a^ckeval et dvec leursarmes, et 
f^ fes vilains fe battoient apifd (t avec le baton. De 
?^ h ilfuivit que le baton etoit Vinjlrument des outrages^ 
I' parce qu'un homme qui en qvoit ete battu, avoit ete 
' ' ^ *' ^raite 
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jfi^ NOTES ON THE LIFE 

BOOK Tf^^^ iraite commiun viiain.^^ But, according to thfe 
* vj' ' jieafoning, the ftriking wkh ti ftick would have 
diAonoured a gentleman as much' as being ftrack, 
becaufe it was uftng the weapon of a villein 5 artd If a 
gentleman had received any number of bIow$ with 
the flatt of a fword, or with any other ^ea^a 
which gentlemen uftd, it would not* hive bten danfi- 
dered as any difgrace ! Such conceits Utt the ble- 
miflics of Monteftjuieu's book, which Jn vtiihy-t^^ 
fpedrs dtfferves the highelt praife ; but he hitd 't^b 
fault from which writers wkh %arfti iWi^itfatSins 
and great fubtilty of v ir ai^ ftWom c^t« 'ftfei?,^liii 
exceffive defire of frying fomethihg new* toj^ 
^vcry fubjed, and difterin^froin the commotf'o^- 
fijons of mankind. ' "' ^" 

p. 232. If tberefcre appears that i^s jury 'Weftt^t 

froperfy judges y but zvifneffis of the faS they ^tfi 

called to deter mine. , *** 

It is eafier to fee the neceflSty of a jury^s beiii^ 

finanimouSf when fummoned^ nop as jucfges, but^ 

witneflcs of a fad, than when they are appoinlcd td 

judge and determine upon evidence given' by 

others. 

P. 2 So* And the fame modes of trial were ct^foT^ary^ 
long before, in nmny heathen nations^ particktark 
among the Celtic tribes j xvho in their earfy mf^i^ 
,— . lions out of the eaft, brought with them thefe fufer^ 

flu ions, and ff read 0ffn over the greatefi pdrfo^ 
Europe. ' ' ' '■.-'..■ ,,^ V-'- 

ScePcllou- The Celts believed that intelligences rcfiddfiii 
tier, Hiftoria ^^atcr and fire, which had the power of diftingdlO^-^^ 
^^c Q 10/' ing the innocent from the guilty. The <3erm%$ 
tried by water the legitimacy of their children. 
Et quos nafcentes explorat gurgite Rhenu^. 

Claudius in Rufinf, K il" 
Thuqrdides, Tbc Greeks, who drew mapy puftpms from the 
^' '- ^' ^ antient 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF Kino HENHY IL 3*7 

unticnt ?€lafg^ the firft inUbiunfii of dieir cown- B^KIV. 
try, were not unacquainted with trials by hot^ ^-^ " '' 
iron ; for mention is maide of tb^t ordeal in the . 
Antigone of Sophocles. MonC Peiloutier bas^J^'^'^ 
|>«>ved that the Pelafgi were Celts. Hcliodorus, in 2^6, * * ' 
his. ^hiopicks^ a book full of antient learning. See alfoPlia* 
particularly with regard to religion, makes Ghari-» H.N. yii,^. 
€lea, a prieftcis of Ai:ioUQ at Delphi, prove hec 
Virginity by walking on burning plough-fhares 
y^ilhout iiarm. Strabo mentions a temi^e under 
Mount Sorafte, near which there was a grove, de* 
dicated to the Nymph Feronia, where men walked 
unhurt over heaps >Qf burning coals. The priefti 
io£ this, tcfliple had the fccrct of preventing the 
adlion of the fire on the naked feet : and this was a 
remnant of the antient Celtick religion, eftablifhed 
in Italy before the Greek colonies had fixed them«^ 
fclv:ps theiie. The Roman religion was a mixture 
of the Celtick and Grecian, i will end this note 
by obferving, that even in our days the vulgar 
have tried witches by throwing them into water; ^ 
tradiuonal ordeal derived from our Celtick fore* 
fathers 1 

p. 281. This alfo was a part of the antient jurifpru^ 
dence of many bdrharous heathen nations j &Lc. 
Nicolaus D^mafcenus tells us, that the Um-^ApudStee ^^ 
Brians, a Celtick people, decided all controverfies ^*^"*» ^' ^^"^? 
among themfelvcs by combats : '^ Umbrici^ ^m 
f* cantrovirfias inter fe habentj pugnant armati^ acji 
f • hello congrediendum effety et videntur jujiiorem ha* 
f * imffe caufam : j«i* 4d<perfaritan interimerent.^* Vel* 
|eius. Fatefculuji iay^, that the Germans thanked L.il.e. 2:^^ 
Var(*3,Jt)r determining bylaw thofe difputes which 
ufcd to bo determined among them by arms, 
f ' tratias agere Vara^ quod foUta arms difcernijur^ 
ff terminarentur.'* Ovid fays of the Getes, 
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5<a NQTES ON THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. Nee tneiuunt kges^ fed cedit viribus sequum^ 
Vi£laque pugnaci jura fab enfejacent. 
And in another place, 

Adde quod injujium rigidojus dicUur enfe. 
To what is faid in this hiftory of trials by duel 
I will add here, that I find, in the Exchequer ac- 
counts, fums allowed for the maintenance, armour, 
and apparel, of certain pcrfons ihere called proba- 
tores regiij employed to convift offenders by duel. 
See Maidox, Hill, of the Exchequer, c. x. p. 255^ 
256. 

P. 293. The town of Prejion was amerced fiue marks^ 
for having put a man to the wat^ ordeal without 
warranty &c. 

I alfo find in the Hiftory of the. Exchequer a 
fine of twenty marks, which Gofpatrick of New^ 
caftle owed to King Henry the Second, for a per^ 
miffion to clear himfelf by oath, injlead of the hot 
iron^ concerning fome crime not named in the rc-« 
cord ; and another of fixty marks, which Robert 
the fon of Brien paid, to be freed from that ordeal^ 
on fome accufation not expreft. 1 hefe indulgences 
fhould either have been granted to all, or fold to 
none* . . ' 

J^. 31 1. And Glawville fpeaks of tJjejury employed in 
thisinquejl^ as making others for the crovony &c. : 
Among the records tranfcribed in the Appendix 
to this book from the Hiftory of the Excheqi^r, 
concerning pleas in the reign of Henry the Second^ 
before the itinerant juftices, frequent mention it 
made of juratores comitatus^ et minuti homines c^mi^ 
tatus. They are fometimes named together. For 
inftance, it is faid, £/ idem Vi^ectmes reddidit cem^ 
fotum de x!s. de placitis G. de Pint, de juraforibus et 
minutis kominibus con\itatuSf ' . 

Ibicl 
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Ibid, / frefumt tbiywerefucb as arofefrom accufa- BO OK IV. 

tions^ not made by appeal^ but by indiSment on the^ " v ' 

ground of puUic fame^ which are mentioned by 

Bradon as ufual in his time. 

Itmuft be obferved, that Brafton takes care to 
diftingui0ithepnblic fame which was a ground for 
indi^ments,. ftom mere common report. He fays 
ituMighi! to be fiKrh as takes its rife from good and 
^ave Often, who are > worthy of credit, not from 
the malicious or flanderous ; and acids, that popu- 
lar clamour is often caufed by what has no foun- 
dation in truth, for which reafon the vain difcourles 
of the people are not to be regarded. ** Et fcien-V. Braabn, 
** durh quodfama^ qu^e fufpicionem inducit^ oriri debet^ i"- c. 22. 
^* 'Ofud bonos et graves, non quidem a malevolis et 
^^ mdledicis, jedprovi^s etfide dignis p^rfonis. 

^ TunmUus enim fit et clamor populi^ quandoque de 
^^'pluribus qua in veritate nonfundantur^ et ideo vana 
f* <i;oces poputi nonfunt audienda/^ 



The End of the Notes to the Fourth Book of the 
Lif E of KiNQ HE^iRY the Second. 
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A P P EN D I X 

TO T HE 

, FQURTR BOOK 

QP T H E 

I^ife of King Henry the Second. 

N L BOOK IV. 

Rymiri Fcedera^ Tom. I. p. 15. This refers to 

p. 57. of this 

ADRIANUS Epifcopqs. fcrvus fervorum ^''^" 
Dei, cariffimo in Cjiritto filio lUuftri Anglo- ^•^- "% 
rum Regi, faluteip, et Apoftolicam Bcncdiaio- • * "• "• 
ncm. Laudabiliter facis et fruduofe de gloriofb 
nomine propagando in terris scernae felicitatis pra:- 
mio cumulando in coelis, tua magniBcentia cogitat ; 
dum ad dilatandos Ecclefiae termlnos, ad deda- 
rahdun^ indo^is et rqdibws populis Chriftianae fidei 
vcritatem, et vitiorum plantari^ de agro Dominico 
extirpanda, ficut Catholicus Princeps incendis, ec 
ad id convenientius exequendutp confilium Apofto- 
licae fedis exigis ^t favorcpi. In quo fafto, quanto 
altiori confilio, et majori cjjrcftione procedcs^ tanto 
in eo fcUciorcm progrcflum tc, prasftante Domino, 
conBdimus habiturum, eo auod ad bonum exitum 
Temper et finem foleant > attingere quas de ardore 
fidei et religionis amore principiuo) acceperqnt. 

9 b 2 Sane 
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Jtirh fcorife^ui merearis, et in terris jglonofutn no-^PPK jy. 
iiieri valeis in ftctilis bbtiriefc. ^^""^^^^ ' 

i?. E SbrfiA rfijihifiiA <^for^ lA (his cKaftfef,. dl givfeh by Rymef, 
^lio dd^'not f# tlhidt hfe piiblilhfekl it i^oni any ori^inial Res 
cWJ^are cotrca<fed fifort' the copy given by Oiraldus Caitt- 
hreniis in his Hibemia Expugnata, 1; ii. c. 6. in Camden's 
Anglica, Normannica, &c. and alio in his Book de Rebtis 
a fegeflisj par. ii, c; ii. in Anglia Sacii^ paf. ii; 



JttIL 

U^are^^ Hihern.' jintiq. pi 2^^. 

^Ilf ENkiCtJS, t)ei gratia, Rex Anglian, et 
XX Dux Normanniae ec Aqfmt^niafe', et Comes 
AndegaYia?> Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbati- 
bu5," Cotnttibus, Bfaroftibus, Juftitiariis, et ortini- 
bus Miniftris et fidelibus fuis^ Francis, Anglis et 
ffifeerhienfibu^ totius terrae fuas, Saluterfi. Sciatii 
ipi dedirie et doriceflifle, et prseienti charta llhea 
cottfirnlaffe Hugbrii de Lady, pro fervitio fuo, ter* 
fam de Midia, cum omnibus pertirientiis fuis, per 
fefvitiurti (JuincJuaginta'Milituni, fibi et haeredibui 
fuis, tertendam et hatendarti dfe mfe et ha^redibui 
iWeis, ficut Murchardiis Hu-Melachlifi earn tenuity 
vel aliquis alius ante illutil, vel poftca. Et de in- 
cremeilto dono illi omnia feoda, quse prsebuit vet 
pra&bebit circa DuVeliniam, dtim Balivus meus eft^ 
afd faciendum miHi fcrvidum, afiud Civitateni 
tfieani Duvelini^. Quar^ volo et fifmitef pricipio^ 
lit ipfe Hugo et hasrcde's fui poft eum, prsediftami 
terram habeant, et teneant bmties libertates, et li**^ 
beras confuetudines quas ibi habed, vel habere 
]f)of!am, per prasnofninatum fervitium, .a me et 
haer^dibus meis, behe et in pace, libefe, tt quiete, 
ct honorifice, in bofco et plaiio, iH pfatis «t paftuis^ 
B b 3 in 
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BOOK IV. in aquis et molendinis, in vivariis et ftagnis, cc 

^ ^pifcadonibus ct Venationibus, in viis ct femitis^ ct 

porcubus maris, et in omnibus aliis locis et aliis 
rebus ad earn pertinentibus, cum omnibus liberta^ 
tibus, quas ibi habeo, vel illi dare poflum, ct hac 
mea charta confirmare. Tefte Comite Richardo 
filio Gilberti, Willielmp de Braofa» etc, Apud 
Wcisford. 



This refers to XTn trt 

p. 125. of N^ III- 

tUiToL 

Epiftola 89. Ir. V. E Codice Faticanoj Rdiu 
■ Brujfelsy corre£led by . the Manufcript in the 
Cotton Library. 

Regi AigUa Jlbertus et Tbeodebertus Cardirudes. 

NE in dubium veniet quas getuntur, et ufiis 
habet, et communis confideratio utiliuds ex- 
pontt, ut fcripturs ferie debeant ahnourii Inde 
liquidem eft, quod nos mandacum illud in fcriptum 
duximus redigendiim, quod vobis pro eo fecimus, 
quia malefa(5tores illos, qui S. memori^T. quon* 
dam Cant. Arch, occiderunt, occafione motus et 
turbacionis, quam viderunt in vobis, ad illud faci* 
nus proceffifle timetis. Super quo tamen fsiGto 
purgationem in no(tra prsefentia de voluntate pro- 
pria praeftitiftis, quod videlicet nee praecepiftis, nee 
voluiftis utoccideretur, et quando pervenit ad vos 
plurimum doluiftis. Ab inftanti Hquidem Fefto 
Pentecoftes ufque ad annum tancam pecuniam da* 
bitis, unde ad arbitrium Fratrum Templi ducenci 
milices. valeant ad Defenfionem Hierof. terra; fpatio 
unius anni teneri. Vosauiem a fc^qchti Domini 
Naciv. ufque ad triennium tcrminum^ Crucem ac- 
• . • ' • • - ' cipi*^ 
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j:ipictis, prozima tunc apftate illuc in propria per- BO OK IV- 
lona profefturi, nifi rcmanfcrit per D. Papam, vel^ 
CachoU fucceflbrecn ejus. Sane fi contra Saracenoa 
in Hifpaniam pro urgenti necefiitate profefti fue- 
ritis, quantum temporis fuerit ex quo arripuems 
iter* tantumdem fupradidtum (patium Hierof. rro- 
feaionis poteritis prolongate, AppcUationcs nee 
impedietis, nee permittetis impediri, quin liberc 
fiant in ecclefiafticis caufis ad R« Eccl* bona iide» 
ec abfque fraude, et malo ingenio, ut per R. Pont. 
£auf£ tradlcntur, et fuum confcquantur effedum. 
Sic tamen, ut fl vobis fufpeflti fuerint aliqui fecuri- 
tatem fatient, quod malum veftrum vel Regni 
veftri non quserent. Confuetudines quae indudjiae 
funt contra ecclefias terfas veftrae tempoi-c vcftro 
penitus demittetis, nee ab epifcopis amplius exi- 
getisr Poflefliones Cantuarienfis Ecclefiaei fi quas 
ablatas funt^ plane reftituetis, ficut habuit uno 
anno antequam Archiep. de Ang. egrederetur, 
Clericis pr^sterea et Laicis utriufque fexus pacem 
veitram, et gratiam, et poflefliones fuas refticuetis^ 
qui occafionc prasnominat. Arch, deflituti fuerint. 
Haec aucem vobis, authoritate D. Papae, in re^* 
miflionem omnium pcccatorum veftrorum injungi- 
mus et prsecipimus obfervare^ bona fide^ abfque 
fraude, et malo ingenio. 

Juravit hoc Rex, juravit et dc Confuetudinibus 
novis demittendis Filius ejus. Et juraverunt ambo 
quod a vobis et fuccefibribus veftris non recedercnt, 
quamdiu cos ficut Chriftianos Reges vel Catholicos 
habueritis^ 

- In that which \% called Epift. 88, but is really 
only an Extrad from Alanus, in Hift# 
Quadrtpartiu, there is this Claufe : 

B b 4 Secundo 
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Mmmuni et J,ament;abili qujcrifiwma deploramus, BOOK iv;* 

Cjuod, cum fi& m^Uer prudcntifSma, diyertis a viro, ^^ ^ ^ 

^ecedit J^at^us a latere, membrrurn. capiti noa ddTcr* 
yity imo, qupd ejM)rmius eft, vifceraDoigoiQi Regis 
ct tu^ pateris infurger^ coaira Patrem: lu pier it9 
cum propheta dicat, Filios enutrivi et exaltavi : 
ipfi autem Ipreverunt me, Utinam, ficut alius 
propheta commcmorat, prsfevcniffet hora noviffima 
dies * veftros, et operuifTet terra faciem f veftram * ^e^'*^^- 
^ec vidcremus hasc raalo.. Sciipus, quia nifi r^ver- ^ '^'^^ 
taris iad virum tyum, eris gencjralis ruinas; occaiio : , 
et quod fingularicer nujic delinqui^ in commune 
difpendium converteretur. Revertere itaque, Re- 
gina illuftris, ad virum tuum, et Dominum not 
trum, ut in tu^ reconciliatione reformetur laboran-* 
tibus quies, et in tuo reditu Isetitia redeat univerfis. 
Si tc ad hoc non promqveilt preces noftrse, te fal-. 
^em afHidiopopqlorum, imminens preffura Eccle- 
fias, et dcfolatio regni folUcitet : aut enim nientitur 
Veritas, automne regnum in fe divifum defolabiturl 
Sane hcec defolatio in Dominum Regem coaverti 
non poteft, fed in filios ejus, et fucceffores ipforum. 
Contra manum fgemineam et confilium puerile 
proyocatis oflfenfam Domini Regis, cui etiam for- 
tiffimi reges colla fubjiciunt. Ea propter, ante-* 
quam res in deteriorem exitum vergat, redeas cum> 
f^liis ad maritum, cui parere et cohabitare tenerisjr^ 
tc converte, nee tibi aut tuis filiis fit fufpeftus. 
Cerciffimi enim fumus, quod omnimodam exhibe* 
l^it vobis dilcdionern, et. fccuritatis pleniffimam fiir- 
mitaiem., Mone qusefo filios tuos, ut patri fua 
fubditi et devoti exiftant, pro quibus tot paffus efc 
angu^ias, tot difcrimicia, tot laborcs.. Unde, ne; 
inconfuka facilitas dilapidiet ac ^ifpcrdat quod tan- 
tis eft fudoribus acquiGtum,^ hsec tibi, piiflima. 
Regina, et zelo Dei , dicimus, et fincer« caritaiis 
affcdu: paro^hiana enim noftra es, ficut ?t yir 

" tuus. 
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BOOK IV. tuus. Non poffumus deeffe juftitiae. Vel rcdibis 

"^ V ad virum tuum, vel jiare Canonico conftridgemur cc 

tenebimur in ce cenfuranfi Ecclefiafticam txercereL 

Quod quidem inviti dicinnrtis^ ec quod» nifi refi- 

pueris, cum dolore ec lacrymis facietnusw Valete^ 



Kptjl. cliiu 

Henrico Dei Gratia llluftri Regi Angtorumy etc^ R. 
Rotbomag. Jrcbiepi/copus^ et Arnolphus Lexonienjs 
Arcbiepifcopus falutem in eo^ per guem reges reg* 
nant. 

TANTO tempeftivius ac diligentius injundUm 
nobis Legationem duzimus profequeddam^ 
quanto pcriculofior in tanro difcriminc dilatio yidc- 
batiir. Accindti itaque ad laborem fufcepci itineria 
Regem Francorum adivimus, blandiflimaque falu- 
tationc prasmilTa ipfius prsevenicntcs offenfam, nulla 
cautcla potuimus veftrae falutationis cxtorqucre rc- 
Iponfum. Singulos noftrje Lcgationis ar^iculos 
explicavimus feriatim, commoda pacis, ec incom* 
nioda dtiTenfronis frequencius inculcantes# Ipfe 
vero verbum noftrum in omnibus, ibla falutationc 
cxcepca, paticntcr admific* Expedito rcaquc dili-^ 
gentcr noftne Lcgacionis cxcurfu, fpacio modici 
tcmporis interjcdo contumcliofecoepic nobis fraudes 
cc vcrfucias exprobrare, quibus fe conquerebatur fe- 
piflSmcdrcumvencum. Dicebac, quod fidcm inccr 
vos mucuo cotnpromiffam frequcncer occafione le- 
viffima violaftis : vofque in omnibus adeo exhi* 
buidts inftabilem, quod non adhibebic de cscero 
vdbis fidem. Non fie vobis. Rex illuftrilfimc, 
onerofum, fi quod audivimus loquimur. Hasc eft 
enim nunciorum condicio, uc dc injunfto fibi man- 
dato nil' fubticcanc, nil rcfcihdanc, vcldiminuanc 
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,dc relponfo. Addebat etiam, k firroiflimum [ia*BOOK IV. 

buiffe propofitum expugnandi vos, anicquam Car-*^ ^ ^ 

AOtum HIius vefter adventaffec : iftafque occafiohes 
diflenfionis ec odii propoRebac, quod filiam fuam 
ad virum fuum redire non linicis, quod ei dottni; 
ejus non redditis, quod fubditos fuae ditioni popu* 
los a montibus Alvernias ufque ad Rhodanum ia 
ipfius odium conciuftis, quod in coronas fuse dif* 
pendium Comitem S. Egidii in ligiutn hominem 
recepiftis : tandem eciam juramenco fiirmavit, k 
tiunquam de csetero vobifcum foedus, aut concpr^ 
diam habicurum, nifi de veftrse uxoris et filiorum 
veftrorum aflenfu. Nunc igitur in cuftodiendis 
inunitioni)}US veftris, et potifllme in corporis veftri 
tutela confilioeft utendum. Communienim voto 
in exitium veftrum tota Francia confpiravit. Nee 
fatis eft ei exterminare terrse faciem igne ec gladio i 
fed in veftram perfonam (quod abfit) Icelus execra-^ 
bile machinatur. Confulimus fane, fi qua abflu^ 
lifti, fi tefifti aliquem^ ablata refticuerCi et odia re- 
formare in gratiam. Hoc cnim inimicos veftroa 
potiflime invitat ad pugnam, quod inteftinos hofte^ 
ientiunt vos habere: et qui vobifcum dulces ca- 
piunc cibos data opportunicate magniBcabunt fuper 
vos fupplantacionem. Maledidus qui confidit ia 
homine, et ponic carnem forcicudinem brachii fui. 
Quid eft amabiiius filiis ? quid uxore. familiarius i 
xecefTit tamen uxor a latere vefti'o, et filii infurgunit 
iii patrem. Ideo non fruftatorie loquebatur hie ille 
horhinum prudentifTimus, qui dicebar, Amico ne 
credas: ab ea que dormit in finu tuo, cuftodi 
clauftra oris tui. Filius enim contumeliam faci^ 
patri : et inimjci hominis domcftici ejus« Sane 
fuSragia illius imploranda cenfemus, in cujus manu 
funt corda Regum. In ejus nomine parvitati Dz* 
vid Goliad fubjacuic magnitudo. In ejus nomine 
Samaria adeo fame confe£ta obfxdente JB^nadab^; 

qucd 
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pcrftquij & filiales aflfeftus in ^mnibu? diflkcri,BOOK IVj 
praevcnieatc n?^um cxigentia de|i<5tQrum. Ubi^^^^^^ 
P^CBiorem vpluptatem contulcm mihi Dominu^, 
jl?i grayiws mc flageJl^; ^^ qvod fine Jacrymis 
npq cjlco, contr^ fanguinem meum & vifccra mc* 
cpg^r odium is^om]p conciperc, Sf extrapeos mihi 
qu^rcrc ftjcceflpr^s, Illud prseterea fcb filentio 
prseterire non poflum, quod amici mei receiftrqnt 
^ mc, & 'domcftici mci quasrunt animam meafti. 
Sic enim fumiliarium mcorum animos intoxicavit 
cl^dcftip^ Qo^yHratio, ut obferv^nti^ p^oditorisBj 
cbnfpirationis, univcffa pofthab^ant. Malunt nam- 
que meis adhaeitre filiis contra me trans fugae & 
inen4ici,. quam regpare mccum^ & in ampliffitois 
digniratibus prasfulgerc. Qupniarn ergo vos cx» 
tuHt Deus in epinentiam officii Paftoralis ad dan- 
dam fqientiamfatutis plebi ejus^ licet abfens cor- . 
pore, priaefehs tamen ^^nimo, me veftris advolvo 
gembus, confiliuni falutare depdfcens. f^efir^e 
jurifdiSiianis €j^ fe^num Angli<e^ &f quantum ad fudi- 
tariimris ohli^ationemy vobis duntqxat obnoxius teneor^ 
i^ afiringor* Experiatur Angtia, quid poffit Ro- 
manus pontifex, & quia materiallbus armis non 
utitur, patrimo7mm Bi P^ri Ipirituali gla^io tiiea- ^ 
|uK Contumeliam filiorum potcrarn armis rebelli* 
bus. prppulfgre^ kd patrem -non jiqflum exuere : ' 
nam &, Teremia tejftance^ nudaverunt lamias man^- 
m^as fuas, lattaverunt catulos fuos. Et licet errata 
corum Guafi mentis efferatse me fecerint, retineo 
paternos ^^eaus, & quand^m violentiam diligend] 
eels mihi conditio pjturalis importat. Ucinam (J- 
perent, & inteljigcreotj ac noviflima' provideren't, 
Laftant filios meos domeftici hoftes^ & occafione 
nialignandi habita non dcfiftunt, quoufque redi- 
gatur virtus eorum in pulv^rem, & converfo ca« 
pite in caudam fervi earum dominentiir eis, juxt^ ^ 
V^fbpip iljud Salpippnisj Servus aftuiys j^lio domi- 
■ ' ~ nabitur 
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Rymeri Fodder a ^ Torn, h ,p^ jy^4 -^^^ 
■ , . :. . ■ ' ■■'■■ ■■„ ■' ■ -^^ ^- \- \ '•■■ " *^' ■'^.' ■' 




Biblioth. liet« Regem, to Rle^rdtiim, & Qiufridtim, ifr 
^^^^^^ hOftc modurti, Eleb vdlente^ itrfttritita^eft.':- . ; ^tr< 
? la* H«nrtc»s l4e)^,- & tratres -ft* tw^frBi^ 
pscrem- fuum & femtitim ejti^,^ ilfctJt ^ad'df)iHflH#a^ 
ftuittv redierlmt -liberi & ipftltrti 'afr^dbJhi;iil?i^ 
rti^rfto & irtprifa, ql»m itlte^'*, ' tfel^ xufrt^liU^ 
fcc^artt contra^ ctjm&homintii^ .5 v- - ^ 

3. Et omncs barones & hdmrrtiilJf, qui a 'i^^* 
tate patris, caufa corum recefleranr* daaiaveruijt 
qtficttei ab omnijaratnento, qaod cis fecei^|fcU^ 
it^iberi & qoletl ab omni juramcati^i^ ab^lM^lihr 
om«i corvveDCionie^ jquam ds fecdrantti ;» ddtflhti^Alf^ 
ct ligeantianuDomini Reg?ff rcdfcrirtfei ' ^ ' '^^^ 

4. Et Dominus Rex debet rehabcre, ipfe, &^ 
barones, & homines fui, omnes terras fuas, &i 
caftella fua, qaae habuerunt xv dies atttequanf) filii 
fui rccedercnt ab eo. Similiter barones & homines 
fui qui receflerunt ab eo, & fccuti funt filios fobs, 
debent rehabere terras fuas, quas habuerunt xv 'die- 
bus antequ am ipfi ab eo reced^rent ; & DoiQinQiP. 
^cx remifit omnem malevolentiam^ barQiiitxis ^ 
hominibus fuis, qui recefleranc ab eo, ita quod, 
propter hoc, nulluni malum eis ftciet quaftidia ei 
fidcUt^r frrvienr, ficut ligio Domino fuo. ^'^^* 

5. Et 
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5. EtHex filius ejus fimiliter pardonavlt omni-^OOKIV. 
bus, tarn clericis, quam laicis, qui cum patre fuc-*^ v— -^ 
rune, omnem malevolentiacn fuam ; & adfecuravic, 

in manu Domini Regis patris fui, quod illis, qui 
femerint ei, ncc malum, nee dampnum aliquod, 
hac de caufa, faciet vel perquiret in tota vita fua. 

6. Et Dominus Rex, per banc conventionem, 
donat Regi filio fuo duo caftella idonea in Norman- 
nia, ad yoluntatem ipfius patris ; & (ingulis annis 
XV millia librarum Andegavenfium : Et Ricardo 
filio fuo in Pidayia duo receptacula idonea, unde 
Domino Regi non poffit dampnjim provenire ; & 
medietatem reddituum Pidtaviae in denariis : Gau- 
firido vero filio fuo dat in Britannia, in denariis^ 
medietatem reddituum maritagii filias Comitis C6« 
nani, quam ducerc debet in uxorem, & poftquam, 
conoeffione Ecclefise Romana?, earn in uxorem 
duxerit^ h^bebit omnes redditus illius maritagii, iic« 
ut continetur in carta Comitis Conani. 

7. Prifones vero, qui cum Domino Rege finem 
fecerunt ante pacem faftam cum Domirto Rege, 
viz. Rex Scotijc, & Comes Leiceftriae & Comes 
Ceftrias, & Radulphus de Fulgeriis, & obfidc^ 
corum, & obfides aliorum prifonum, quos prius 
habuerat, fint extra conventioncm iftam* Alii au- 
tem prifones ex utraque parte deliberari debent ; 
ita fcilicet quod Dominus Rex obfides accipiet de 
prifonibus fuis, de quibus habere volucrit, & qui - 
dare poterunt : & de aliis habebit fecuritatem per 
fidem&juramentum fuum, &ami9orum fuorun?. 

8. Caftella verb, quae firmata funr, vel infor- 
ciata, poftquam guerra incepit in terra Domini Re- 
gis, pro voluntate fua debent redigi ad ilium fta« 
turn, in quo fuerunt xv diebus ante gwerram. 

9. Prasterea fciendum eft quod Rex H. filius 
Regis conceflit Domino Regi 4)atri fuo, fe firmitcr 
obfervaturum omnes donationes eleemofinarum qu&s 

Vol. V. C c dcderat 
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BOOK IV. dtdtrsit vel daturus erat dc tcrtis fuis, & dimationes 
^ terrarum quas dedcrat hominibus fuis^ vci daaarus 
erat pro fervitio fuo. * 

10. Concefiit etiam fe firmiter & ipconcuflb ob- 
ferv^turum donltioncm quam Dominus Rex, pater 
fuus, fecit Johanni fratri fuo, vixw rtiille Ijbratas 
rcddituum in Angliadcdominicofuo, Scidecfcactis 
fuis, ad voluntatem fuam : Et caftellum'de ^No- 
tingham, cum comitatu & pertinentiis fuis^ Et 
caftellum de Mcrliberga cum pcrtmditils fais: Et 
in Normannia mille libras Andegaverifium, & duo 
caftella ad voluntatem patm : Et in Andegavia, et 
in terra quae fuit Comitis AndegaVise, mille libras 

. reddituum Andegavenfium ; & caftellum unum in 
Andeg. & unum in Ce'nomania,> & Unum in Tu- 
ronia. 

11. Conceffum eft autcm a Domino Rege, pro 
amore filii fui, quod omnei illi qui feceflerant ab 
CO poft filium fuum, & in receflu fuo forisfecerant 
in terra Domini Regis, ad pacerti ejus fevertantur; 
ita quod de catallis, quse afpdrcaveruht receflu' fuo, 
non refporideant; de morte vero, v^l proditione, 
vel perditione alicujus membri, refplondeant fccun* 
dum judicium & confuetudinem terr^ : qui autem 
ante gwerram, quacfunquc dd caufa, aufugefant, 
& ad ferv^itium filii fui vfenerunt, pro amore filii 
fui ad p^cem revercantur, fi vadium & plegium 
dedcrint ftandi judicio dc hiis, qiiab ante gwerranii 
fores fuerunr. 

12. Illi autem, qui irt placito efarit quando re* 
ceflerunt ad fiilium fuum, revertantur; ita quod 
in eo ftatu placiti fui fint, in quo eratit' quando re- 
Ceffcrunt. 

13. Hanc conventioncm firmiter tenendam eX 
parte fua aflccuravit H. Rex filius Regis in manu 
Domini Regis patris fui. Prarerea affecuraverunt 
H. filius Regis, & fratrcs fui, quod a Domino Rege 

patrc 
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i»tre Ultra dona- B o o K i V. 

tioneir E)ntra volun- ^^"^^ — *^~^ 

tatem _ 1 patris fui j 

& quod ncque fc, nequc fcrvitia fua^ parrifuo fub* 
trahcrent; v 

^ < 14. Ricardus vero & Gaufridus, filii Domini 
tiegis, devenerunb homines ejus de his^ quas eis 
conccffit&dediti 

Cunl autem filius icus hotnagium ei 

faccre voluifiet, nolui Rex rccipcrc, quia 

Rex erat i fet fecurital ab eo. 

Tcftibus, 

k; Rodiomag. Archiepifcopo« 

Henricc 

Rogcro 

R. Nan 

Sceph^ ] 

(ji Eledto Lincoln. 

Jo. Decano Sarum* • 

Ric. deHumez Conftabularioi 

Ric. de Bellemonte Vic. 

Rcgipi de Curten* 
i Mor. de Greona* 

Willieimo Malo-vicinOi 

W.deHumi 

Gaufridq Pertici 

Willieimo de Curcii 

Fulch4 SaenelK ' 

Jo. de Solineio* 

Saher de Quinci* 

Ric'o de Canvilh 

W. filio Andell Seiiefcallo; 

Alvr. de Sanfto Martino DapifcrO* 

Gosberto de Siflencio* 

Rob# filio Ernifii. 

Eudde filio Ern. 

Waltero deYpra* 

C c 2 Willieimo 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



388 APt^ENDIX to the LIFE 

B O O K IV. Willielmo Marefcallo. 

^ V * Roberto de Ble. 

Eimcrio filio Endon. 
Apud Faleriam. 
Sub figillo pendente, cui imprimitur imago 
Regis in folio fedchtis, & finiftra nianu 
gcrcntis fteptcum. 



Thisrefertto N^ VII. 

p. 220* oi 

this vol. 

Rymeri Fcedera^ ^om. I. /. '39, 

H^c eft Conventio et Ffnis^ quem U^ilL Rex Scotorum 
fecit cum T)omin(yfuo Henrico BJege^ fitio Matildis. 

A.D. 1174. -TTTILLIELMUS Rex Scotorbm dcvenit 
\^ — "^^TTTj^ ^^ homo ligius Domini Regis contra omnem 
E^ maario hominem de Scotfa, ct de omnibus aJiis tcrris fuis, 
Rotulo^'penes ct fidelitatem ei fecit, ut ligio Dortiirto fuo, ficut 
Camer. ^lii homines fui ipfi fecere folent, ct fimiliter fecit 
homagium Henrico Regi filio fuo, falva fide Do- 
mini Regis patris'fui. 

Gmnes vero Epifcopi, ct Abbates, et Clerus 
terrac Regis Scotias, et'fucccffores fui facient Do- 
mino Rcgi, ficut ligio Dbmino, fidcliratem dequi- 
bus habere voluerit, ficUt alii Epifcopi fui ipfi facere 
folent, et Henrico Regc filio fuo, et ha?redibus 
fuis. 

ConcefiTit autem Rex Scotiae, ct David fracer 
fuus, et Barones et alii homines fui Domino Regi^ 
quod Ecclcfia Scoticaria talem fubjeftionem amodo 
faciet EcclefisB Anglican^, qualem illi facere debet 
ct folebat tempore Regum Anglic prsedeceflorum 
fuorum. Similiter- Riehardus* Epifcopus Sandti 
Andrc2e> et Ricardus Epifcopus de Dunkeldyn, et 

Galfridus 
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Galfridus Abbas de Dumfcrmelyn, et Herbertus^POK iv. 

Prior de Coldingham conceficrunt quod exian) Ec-^""^ — ^r ' 

cicfia Anglicanaillud jus habeat in Ecclefia Sjcotias, 
quod de jure habere dqbet, et quod ipfi non erunt 
contra jus EcclefiaeAnglicana?. 

Et de hac conceffione, ficut Hgiam fidelitatera 
Domino Regi et Henrico filio fuo fecerunt, et eos 
inde aflecuraverunt ; ita hoc idem facient alii Epif- 
copi et Clerus Scotiae per copventionem inter Do- 
minum Regem, et Regem Scotiae ct David fratrcm 
fuum et Barones fuos fadam* 

Comites etiam et Barones, et alii homines de 
terra Regis Scotia^, de quibus Dominus Rex habere 
voJucrit, facient ei boinagium contra omnem ho- 
minem, et fidelitatcm, ut ligio Domino, ficut alii 
homines fui i^acere folent, et Henrico Regi filio 
fuo, et haeredibus fuis, falya fide Domini Regis 
patris fui : fimiliter Haeredes Regis Scotise et Baro- 
num et hominum fuorum homagium et ligeantiam 
facient haeredibus Domini Regis contra omnem 
Ihominem. 

Praeterea Rex Scoti^ et homines fui nullum 
jimodo fugitivum de terra Domini Regis pro fe- 
lonia receptabunt in ScoUa vel in alia terra fua 
(nifi voluerit venire ad rectum in curia Domini Re- ^ 
gis, et ftare judicio curias) ; fet Rex Scotiaj et ho- 
mines fui quam citius poterunt eum capient, et 
Domino Regi reddent, vel Jufticiariis, aut Ballivis 
fuis in Anglia. 

Si autem de terra Regis Scotias aliquis fugitivus 
fuerit pro felonia in Anglia (nifi voluerit venire ad 
reftum in curia Regis Scotias, vel in curia DomFni 
Regis, et ftare judicio curise) non receptabitur in 
terra Domini Regis ; fet liberabitur hominibus Re- 
gis Scotisb per Ballivos Domini Regis ubi ji)ventu5 
iucrit. 

C c 2 Praeterea 
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BOOK IV. Practerca homines pomini Regis habcburit terras 
^' V ''fuas, quas habebant, et habere debent, dc Domino 
Rege, ct de Rege Scoti», et dc hominibus fuis; ct 
homines Regis Scotias habebunt terras fuas quas 
habebant, let habere debent, de Domino Rege, ec 
(dc hominibus fuis^ 

Pro ifta vcro pni^entione et fine firmiter pbfer- 
vando Domino Regi, et Henrico filio fuo, et haerc- ^ 
dibus fujs, a Re^e Scotiae, et hseredibas fuis, libc- * 
ravit Rex Scoriae Domino Regi caftcllum ' dc 
Rockesburg, et caftellun) dc Berwick, et paft^Uutn ' 
de Gedeworthe, et caftellum Puellarum^ etCaftel- 
lum dc Stryvelyn, in mifcricordia Domini Regis : 
Et ^d cuftodiendi caftella ilia aflignabit Rex Sc6^ ' 
tiae, de redditu fiio, menrqrabjliter ad vduntiitdm 
Domini Regis. 

Prseterea pro prasdifta conventione et fiqe exe- 
quendo liberavit Rex Scotiae Dprniho Regi'Davi^ 
fratrem fuum in obfidem, & 

Comitetn Duncanum et 

Comitem Waldenum et 

Comitem Giibertum ct 

Comitem Aneguz et 

Ricardum de Morevillc Gpnftfjbulariam 

Njz filium Willielmi et 

Ricardum Cbmynet 

Walterum Corbet et ' 

Walterum Olyferd'et 

Johanncm de Valz et 

Willielmum de Lyndefeye ct , 

Philipum de CoJyille et 

Philipum de Valoi^ncs ef 

Robertum Frembert et 

Robcrtum de Burneville ^t 

Hugoneni GyfFard ec 

Hugonem Rydal et . - 

Walterum 
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Waltcrum dc Berkele et BOOKIV- 

Willielmum dc la Haye et ^^ ^r—^ 

Williclmum de Mortemer, 

Quando vcro caftclla reddita fuerint, Willlelnius 
Rex Scotias et David frater fuus liberabuntur* 
Comites quidem et Barones praenominati, unuf- 
quifquc poftquam liberavit obfidem fuum, fcilicet 
filium legitimum quern habuit, et alii nepotcs fuos, 
vcl propinquiores fibi haeredes, ct Caftellis, ut 
diiStum f fl, reddens, ..libcxabuntur. 

Praeterca Rex Scotiae et Barones fui praenominati 
.aflecuraverunt, qupd.ipfi, bona fide, et fine.malo 
ingenio, et fine occafione, facient quod Epifcopi, 
ct Bafones,.et. homines terras fuae, qui non aflTue- 
runt quando Rex Scotiae cum Domino Rege finivir^ 
candem ligeantiam et fidelitatem Domino Regi et 
Henrico filio fuo facient, quam ipfi fecerunt, et 
quod Barones et homines, qui affuerunt, obfides 
iiberabunt Domino Rege de quibus habere voluerit. 

Prasterea Epifcopi, Comites et Barones conven- 
tionaverunt Domino Regi, et Henrico filio fuo, 
quod, fi Rex Scotiae aliquo cafu a fidclitate Po- 
mini Regis et filii fui, et a conventione praedifta 
recederet, ipfi cum Domino Rege tenebunt, ficuc 
cum ligio Domino fuo, contra Regem Scotia?, 
donee ipfe ad fidelitatem Domini Regis redeat. 

Praediftam itaque conventionem firmiter obfer- 
vandum bona fide, ct fine malo ingenio. Domino 
Regi, et Henrico filio fuo, ct hasredibus fuis, ^ 
Willielmo Rege Scotia?, ct David fratrc fuo, et a 
Baronibus fuis prasdiftis, et ab hasredibuj eorum, 
^flecuravit ipfe Rex Scotiae, David frater fuus, et 
omnes Barones fui praenominati, ficut ligii homines 
Domini Regis contra omnem hominem, et Henrici 
^lii fui, falva fidclitate Domini Regis patris fui, 

C c 4 Hii5 
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BOOK IV. HiisTeftibus, 

^ >^— ' Ricardo Epifcopo Abriccn. 

Johanne Saresberien. Decano. 

Roberto Abbate Malmsbur. 



N» 
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^ V 

This refers to 

BenediSl.Abb.t.ii. p. 123, 124, 125. Bromp-p-^^B^'O^ 
ton's Chronicle^ col. 1 106, 1107. Hoveden,^^^^^ 
ad ann. 1175. 

H^C eft finis & concordia fa6la apud Wipdc- A.D. 1175^ 
fore in o£i:avis fandi Miqhaclis anno ab ipr> 
carnatione Domini M^Clxxv. iptcr Henricum !*c* 
gem Angliae & Rodoricum rcgem Gonna<9;eqfcai, 
per Catholicum archiepifcopum, Tuamenfenit Can^ 
tordem abbatem Sandi Brendani, &: magiftruoi, 
Laurentium cancellarium regis Connaftenfis; fci- 
licet. Quod rex Angliae Hcnricus concedit pr^^ 
diclo Rodorico ligio hominini fuo quamdiu ci fide- 
liter ferviet, quod fit rex fqb eo, paratus ad fcr- 
vitiuim fuum, ficut homo fuus, & qqod terram, 
fuam ^eneat ita bene ic in pace ficut tenqit ante- 
quam Deminus rex Anglic Hyberniam intravit;, 
reddendo ei tributum. £t totam aliam terram & 
habitatores terrae habeat fub fe, & jufliiciet, ut tri- 
l^itura regi Angliae iotegre per maqum ejus per- 
folvant, & fim jura fibi cpnlerve^t* Et ilia qua? 
modo tenent, teneant in pace quamdiu permanfe- 
rint in fidelitate regis Anglias, & ci fideliter & in- ^ 
tegrc perfolverint tributum & alia jura fiaa quae 
ei debent, per oianum regis Cona6ta?» falvo in 
omnibus jure & honore Dorpini regis Angliae 
& fuo. Et fi qui ex eis regi Angliae & ei re- 
belles fuerint, & tributum & ali^ jura regis An- 
gliae per manum fiiam folvere noluerint, & a fideli- 
tate regis Angliae recefierint,. ipfe eos jufticiet & 
amovcat; & fi eos per fe jufticiare noiji poiterit, 
conftabularius regis Angliae & fjamilia fiia de 
jterra ilia juvabunt eum ad hoc faciendum, cum 
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BOOK IV. ab ipfo fuerint requifiti, & ipfi vidcrint quod ne-^ 
^- ^^ ^cefle fuerit. Et propter hunc. fincm reddet prae- 
diftus rex Conadbae Domino Regi Angliae tributum, 
fcilicet de lingulis x animalibus unucn corium pla* 
cabile mercatoribus, tarn de tota terra fua quam de 
alia, except© quod de terris illis quas dominus rex 
X Anglian retinuit in dominio fuo, & in dominio ba- 

ronum fuorum, nichil fe intromittet ; fcilicet Du-. 
velina cum omnibus pertincntiis fuis, & Midacum 
omnibus pertinentiis fuis, ficut unquam Murchac 
va Melachlyn eas melius & plenius tcnuit, aut aliqui 
qui de eo eam tenuerunt. Et excepta Wefefordia 
ufque ad Duncarvan ; ita quod Duncarvan fit cum 
omnibus pertinentiis fuis infra terram illam. Et fi 
Hybernienfes qui aufugerunt redire voluerint ad 
terram baronum regis Anglias, redeant in pace, 
reddendo tributum praedidtum ficut alii reddunt, 
vel faciendo antiqua fervitia quas facere folebant 
pro terris fuis : & hoc fit in arbitrio & voluntate 
dominorum fuorpm. Et fi aliqui redire noluerint 
ad dominum eorum regem Conafta?, ipfe cogat 
eos redire ad terram fuam, ut ibi maneant & pacem 
habeant* Et rex Conadla? accipiat obfides ab oirj- 
nibus quos ei commifit rex Anglian ad voluntatem 
domini regis & fuam, & ipfe dabit obfides ad vo- 
luntatem domini regis Angliseillos vel alios, & ipfi 
fervient Domino regi Anglias de canibus fuis & 
avibus fuis fingulis annis deprsfcntiis fuis, & nul- 
lum omnino, de quacunque terra domini regis fir, 
retinebunt contra voluntatem & mandatum domini 
regis. Tefl:ibus hiis, 

Ricardo Epifcopo Wyntoniss. 

Gaufr. Epifcopo Elyenfi. 

Laurentio Duvelienfi Archiepifcopo. 

Gaufr. & Nichol. & Rog. Capellanis regis^ 

Willielmo Comite Eflexia?. 

Ricardo de Luci. 

Gaufr, 
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Gaufr. dc Peitico. B O O K IV. 

Reginaldo dc Courteneia. '^ " ■ v ^ 

J^^* Tlnt;oon]6«Qdpn.beditneen King Herny the Second and 
I^odo^k k\ti^ of Conaught is publlihed in Rymer*s Fee- 
dera^ p. 41. not frofx^ an^ record, but firom a manu- 
fcript copy of the hiftory of Bencdi(ft«s Abbas in the 
Cotton Library. It appears to be faulty in fome parts, 
which' jire he:pe correded by Hearne's edition of that 
Author from a inanufcript in the Harleian colledtion; and 
by two other copies, in Roger de l|ovedcn, and Bromp* 
ton*s Chrsnicle. 



N^ IX* This refers t<i 

p. 261. of 

hiBibL Cotton. Claudius, j?. 11. f. ziz. b. . ^^^^' 

HAl^C computatiQncm prcfentaverunt Pifta* , 
venfcs cardinalibu? \ quaqdo Sc. Thomas 
eyuUb^, fed non Tunc au.diti. 

Sip corpputati funt gradus cognajibnis inter Re- 
gem Angjorum & Reginam. Guilj. Rex Anglor 
ruDB i?p Robertus comc5 Moritonii uterini fratres 
fuerpiu. Pe Wilieimo natus eft Henricust De , 
Henrico Matildis imperatrix* De Matildi Rex 
Heqrkus. Itep de Roberto comite nat^ eft Bea- 
trix comitilja Piftavenfis. De Beatrice Will, comes* , 
Pe Willielmo cornice Alienor Regina. 

f* By this it appears that Henry and Eleanor were third 
couun^ of the half blood. Louis and ihe were fourth 
poufins of the whole blood. 



N-X. 
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' V 

This refers to 

Domino Papa Rix Jnglorum. 

PROPTER reverentiam fandlae RpmanaB Ec- 
clcfisB, atque dcvotionemt quam crgji ^am, 85 
paternitatem ac dileftionem veftram, & fratrqiq 
veftrorum, habemus, 8? fcrpper habuimos*, licet 
flurimum reftfierent &f redamarent regni nojiri tnajores 
£5? magts difcretiy ad inftand^m vi^ri difcr^ti tc Japi* 
cntis, Hugonis Petrileonis, fanftas Romanae Ec- 
clefias cardinalis, Apoftolicas fedis legati, amici 2f 
cognati rioftri, capitula quae fubfcripta font in regjaei 
noftro tenenda conceffiouis % videlicet, quod clcri* 
cus de caetero non trahacur aijte judicem fecularem 
in perfbna fua, de aliquo criminal!, neque de aliquQ 
forisfafto,e3(cepto forisfafto foreftae meae,& exccpto 
Jaico feodo pnde mihi vel alio domino fecularr lai- 
cum debetur fervitium, Concedo etiam quod archi- 
epifcopatus, epifcopatus, & abbatia^, non teneantur 
irt manu mea ultra annum, njfi urgente neccflitate, 
& evident! de caufa, quae propter hoc non fuerit in- 
Venta, ut diutius teneantur. Concedo etiam quod 
interfeftores clericorum, qui eos fcienter, vel prae- 
meditate, interfeccrint, convidti vel confeffi coram 
jufticiario meo, praefente epifcopo vel ejus o^ciali, 
prater confuetam laicorum vindiifam *, iuam ic fuor 
tutnde hasreditatc quae eos contingit perpetuam foC- 

• I know not what to make of thefc words; for^ that all 
felonies were attended with a forieiture of the mheritancc of 
^he felon convldted, appears fron) Glanvilje, L vii, c. 17. p. 59. 

tincant 
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tineant cxihaeredkationem. Conccdo ctiam quod BOOK IV. 
cicrici non oogantur faccre dUclkini. ^ v — -^ 

Records relating to Itinerant JuJliceSj from ^^^^ refers to 
Madox's Htftory of the Bxch^quer^ P^S^^xk^JyoC 
100, 101, 102, .98, 99. 

ROBERTUS filius Tdi debet xxx marcas Taken &on« 
argenti, de placitis G. de Clintona. Mag.^*^^^ 
Rot. sStepb. Rot. i. b. Not. &f Dereb. ^ 

Sueiaus de Porta debet Cs, de placitis Radulfi 
Baffet, 3.paul. hf. 

Et de X marcis argenti, de placitis G. de Clin- 
- t6na. lb. Rot. 2. a fViltefcira. -Hiib'ertus de Wil- 
tona r. c. deLxijl, de placitis Radulfi Bafletpio 
thefauro. lb. paul. infr. 

Homines Willelmi de Warenna debcirt Lx mar- 
cas argenti, de placitis Euftatii filii Johannis. lb. . 
Rot.^. a. Everwicfcira. Blurgenfes de Evcrvic r. 
c. cfe xxiiij 1 & xiij s & iiij d, de placitis G. de Clin- 
ton & Soc. ejus. lb. Rot..^, a. Accha fil. Erne- 
brandi r. c. de v marcis argenti, de placitis W* 
Efpcc & Euftacbii fiHi Johannis; in opcribus Re- 
.gis ck Everwic liberavit, -et quietus eft. lb, Rif^ 
3. a. Everw. 

Hugo filius Eudonis r. c. de xxs, de placitis W. 
Efpec Euftachii filii Johannis. 3. Rvt* 3. J* 
Nortbttfnb. 

♦ The great roll here cited as the fifth of King Stephen 
has been proved to belong to the eighteenth year of King 
Henry the FirfL See Madox, Differtatio Epidolaris ac 
Magno Rotuk) Scaccarii, at the endof his Hiftoty of the E^* 
chequeTfc '. 

Robertus 
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BOOK IV. Robcrtus & Alwoldus dc JJedlona r. c. de v mar-* 
i - V ''cis argenti, deplacitis G. de Clinu Ib^Rfit^.s. a. 
Hunted. 

Et idem Vic. r. c. dc Lxviijs, de placitis G. dd 
Clint. lb. Rot. 5. b. Sudreia. 

Aluredus Clericus praepofiti3S de Stanford r. c. 
de j marca argenti, de placitis G. de Clint. Inth..!. 
EtC^e. lb. Rot. 6. a. E/ex. 

Gaufiidus de Ou r. c. de j marca argentic de 
placitis Ricardi Baflet. lb. Rst. 6. b. Heoriford^ 
fcira. 

Et idem Vic. r. c. de xvij 1 & iijs & iiijd,^ dcf 
placitis G. de Clint, de juratoribus eomitttm-i In 
thefauro xv 1 &; iij s & iiij d. lb. Rot. "j^a. Cbtf^. 
P. toi4 Burgenfcs de Doura debent Lx marcas ar^nti^ 

lie placitis Henrici dc Port. & Soc, cjusi. RiRdt. 
7i a.juxt. 

Et idem Vic. r. c. de xx marcis argenti, de pk- 
citis Ricardi Baffet* lb. Rot. 7. 6i Sudfexa ^ .* 
de placitis G. de Clint, de juratoribus Conutatus. 
lb. Rot. 7i a. in imo* Sudfexa. 

. Hugo Malus Vicinus r. c. dc iiij marcis argenti» 
de placitis G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 8. a. Staff. Et 
ic^cm Gotfo (Dapifer] r^ c. de v marcis argenti, de 
placitis Milonis Gloec. & Fagani filii Johannis^ 
3. Rot. 8. a. Staff. . 

Giflebertusde Miner, r. c. dc v marcis argentic . 
de placitis Milonis Gloec. & Pagani filii Johannis. 
2b. Rot. 8. a Gloecejirefcira. 

Robcrtus de Strapetona r. c. de xxxiijs & liijd, 
.de Plaeitii G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 9. a. Nortbampt. 
Brichtwius Presbiter r. c. de x marcis argenti^ dc 
placitis Ricardi Baffet. 3. Rot. p. b. Legrec. 

RadulfUs de Garun r. c* de iiij 1 & xiijs & iiijd, 
de placitis G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 1 0. a* Nortfilc. 
Fukherus RufFus r. c. de xls^ dc plac. Ricardi 
BalTct* lb. infra. 

Ricardus 
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. Ricardos Efturmit r. c. de ij marcis argenti,BOOK IV* 
deplacitis RicardlBaffet. Fulchardus prsepofitus^ 
de Tietford debet xxxvl &ijs & viijd, de plapiris 
G. de Clint. lb. Rat. 10. b. Sudf. 

Et idem Vicecomes r. c. de Lvij s & yj d, de ve- 
teribui pl^itis Radulfi Baffet. In th L Et Q^ e. 
Et idem Vic. r. c. de xls^ de placitis G. de Clint, 
de judicibus Burgi de Buchingcham. In th 1. & 
Q^Ci 3. RoK 1 1, a. Bucbing. Et idem Vic. r. c. 
de xls, de placitis G, de Clint, de juratoribus & 
minutis hominibus Cofnitatus. li. Rot^ ii. a^ 
'BeMfr : ■ 

Goi^rtus r^pifer Rogeri de Molbrai r. c. de j 
ta»-ia argenti, de placitis G. de Clint. lb. Rot. 11. 

.Siwardus de Cantorp. r. c. de x marcis argent!, 
de placitis G. de Clint. Alanus de Creon r. c. 
dc -^ marcis argentic pro hominibus fuis, de pla- 
citis- W.de Albin. Alanus filius Joheli Line de- 
'bet Cs/ deplacitis Radulphi Baffet. lb. Roi. i2, 
a. Line. Et idem Vic r. c. de Lxxiiij marcis ar- 
genti & dim. de placitis Ricardi BafTet de minutis 
hominibus. lb. Rot. 12. b. Line. 

Peiflbn homo Patricii de Cadurc. debet x marcas 
argenti, de placitis G. de Clint, dum cuftodivic 
terram Patricii. lb. Rot. 13. a. Bercb. 

Et idem Vic. debet Lvs, de minutis placitis W« 
Efpcc. & Euftachii filii Johannis. 3. l(ot. 14. b^ 
Cbaerleolium. . 

Et idem Vicecomes r. c. de vijl & vjs & viij d,' 
de placitis Roberti Arundeil& foe. ejusde Forefta* 
Mag. Rot. 5 Steph. Rot. 2. a. Dorfeta. 

Walterus Efpec r. c. de CC marcis argenti de pla- 
citoXervi ; In thefauro L marcas argenti, et debet 
iZ\. Jb. Rot* i.b. Everwic, 

'. Et 
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BOOK IV. Et idem Vicecomcs r. c. dcicxvj s & vi^' d, dc 
^^ ^ > c ""placitis G. dc Clint, dc Forefta. . J&^uRtf/. 5, ^# 
Hunted. 

Et idem Vicecomcs r. c. de C & xxx marcis af J 
gcnib & dimidia dc placitis W. dc Albim & fi>c* 
ejus dc Forefta. li. Rot. 6. a. ^^xl 

Gotfo Dapifer debet xxv marcis argenti, de-i^la* 
citis Milonis Gloec. de Forefta de Epifcopatu Osf* 
triae. Ib.Rtit.i. a. Stafford. 

Ranulfus Parcarrios r. c. de xJcvl & j marca ar- 
:nti, dc piacitis Radulfi Baflet. lb. Rg$. 10. a^ 
hrfolc. 

Et idem Vicecomcs r. c. de xl & iijs & iiijd, 
dfe phcitis Rofaetti Arundel dclde Forefta. lb. Rot. 
16. a. Devenefc. 

Et id^m Vicecomes r. c. de xl & vs, de jila- 
dtis Roberti AfunSitl & foe. ^jus de Forefta. lb. 
Rot. i6.b.Cbrnualia. 
P* 102. Dc^ phicitis Comicis Gaufridi & Ricardi de JLucu 

Mag. Rift. 12 H. II. 'Rot. i . a. Zinc. 
Jb. Rdt. I . b. Rucbing. & Bedef. 
lb. Rot.-2.^3. Notf. & Suthf. 
lb. Rot. ,3. b. Evdrwichfc. 
lb. kdt. 4. a. Not. & Derb. 
*tb. 'Rot. 4. b. 

lb. Rot. 5. a.j^ar. Cs? Ltgrec. 
^ib. Rot. ^. b. Nifrbumb. 
^fb. Rot.'6. b:Cantebr/& Huntend^ 
lb. Rot. 8. b. Sutr. 
^Ib. Rot. g. a. in into Cbeftt^ 
'Jb. Hot. I o. a. Effexa fc? Hertfortfa, 
lb. Rot. 6. b. Caerliolium. 
''Mag. Rot. 1 2 H. IL pafftm^ 
De placitis Comitis Gaufridi & Ricardi de Lud 
de hominibus dcLcnna* Mag. Rot. 13 H. II* Rot« 
3.a,Norf.&Suthf* 

Pfi 
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Dc piackis of the fame pcrfons, utlbpra* JJ. BOOK IV. 
ttot, 3. i. Sufbfixa^ ^ '"V ■ 4 

De placids, ut fupfa* B. Roh 4. n. JJntoB^ 

De pkcitis ut fupra. Ih. Rot. 5. b. Ncrtbumkrf^ 
-Ut lupra ; lb; RoL 6» a. E^ermeb* 

Ut fopra 5 /*. -R^/. 7» a. Bucking. & Btifk. 
" Utiupra^ lb. RoU 8. a. Norbantefc. 

Ut fupra •, Ib^ RoU 9. b. Tfqt. £s? Defb. 

Ut fupra \ a. RoL 10. b, Effex & Hurtf, 

Ur fupra j Ib.R^t. 1 1. tf. fVar. & Legrec. 

Ut fupra 5 J5. Rot^ 11. a^ Cant. ^ Hunt. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 13. a. Chent. 

Ut fupra J lb. Rot. 1 3* b. Sum 

De placitis Rkardi de Luci; lb. Rot. 11^ K 
Carl^okum. 

Nova phcita & novae Conventiones de placitis 
Alani de Nevilla. Mag. Rot. 13 M II. Ret. a. 
Btrrochefcira. 

N. P. & N. C. de Placitis Alani dc NcvUh. 
Jb^ Ret. 4. b^ Uncol. 

Ut fupra 5 lb. Rot, 4* bi Staff, 

Ut fupra 5 lb. Rot. 5. a. Salopefcira. 

Ut fupra 5 lb. Rot. 5. a. Winchejir. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 5. b. Heref. in fP^alBs^ 

Ut fupra ; Jb. Rot. 5. b. Northumb, 

Ut fupra 5 lb. Rot. 6. b. Everwich. ^ 

Ut fupra; lb. Rot. 7. a. Bucking. & Bcdf. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. -8. a. Nortkantefcira. 

De placitis Alani de Ncvilla. lb. Rot. 8. i. 
R/)til. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. 9. a, PFilt. 

Ut fupra J lb. Rot. 9. b. Not. 6? Derb. 

Ut fupra ; lb. Rot. i a. a. Gkfc. 

Ut fupra 5 Tb. Rot. 11. a. Cant. 6? Hunt. 

Ut fupra 5 i^. i?^/. 12. a. Hantefcira. 

VaL.V. Dd ^ Nov4 
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BOOK IV. Nova placita & novae Cpnventiones dc Foreftis, 

f ^^^ K ^per Alanum de Nevilla. lb. Rot. ii. ^. Devcr 

nefcira. 

De placitis Archidiaconi Pi£tavenfis & Guiclonis 
Decani &. Reginald! dc Warcnna, & Willielmi 
Baffet. lb. Rot.^. b. Ejj[exa 6f Herfordfcira. 

De placitis Widonis Decani dc Waltham, & 
Willielmi Baffet, & Reginald de Warcnna.' lb. 
Rot. 5. b. UncoU 

De placitis Alani de Nevilla : Radulfus dc Fcr- 
rariis debet x marcas, pro feftinando judicio fuo de 
Ricardo Fabro, qui cum & homines funs appella- 
vit de cervo quern cos capere vidit, ppftea fe indc 
retraxit. lb. Rot. 9. b. Devenefcira. 
P. 98. Dc placitis Widonis Decani, & Willelmi Baffet, 

& Reginaldi de Warcnna. Mag. Rot. 1$ H. II. 
Rot. I. b., Nicholefcira. 

De placitis Archidiaconi Piftavienfis, & Widonis 
Decani, & Reginaldi de Warcnna, & ipfius Wil- . 
lelmi Baffet (who was fhcriff that year of. War. 
and Leic.) in Legerceftrefcira. Item dc placitis 
corundem in Warwicfcira. lb. Rot* 2. b. 

Jb. Rot, 4. b. 

lb. Rot. JO. b. 

De placitis Archidiaconi Pi(St. & Widonis De- 
cani, & Reginaldi de Warcnna. lb. Rot. iz. b. , 
Surreia. & ib. tit. Lundonia & Midd. 

De placitis Comitis Galfiridi & Ricardi dc Liici. 
Ib. Rot, 3. a.Evervicfcira. 

Ib. Rot. 5. b. 

Dc placitis Widonis Decani & Willelmi Baffet. 
Ib. Rot. 5. b. Staff. 

Dc placitis Decani dc Waltham,, & Willelmi 
Baffet. Ib. Rot. 8.^ Glowec^ 

De placitis Archidiaconi Pi(5lavcnfis, 8^ Widonis 
Decani, & Reginaldi de Warcnna, & Willelmi 
Baffet. Ib. Rot. y. b. Norf. &f Sudf. Dc placitis 

, Comitis 
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Gomitis Gaufridi, & Ricardi dfe Luci, de homini-BOOlC tV. 
bus de Lehna. i?. Rot. 7. a. "" v^— ^ 

De placiti^ Rcginaldi de Waretina & Johahnis 
Cumin in Surhcrfcra. Placita eorundem in Dorfetai 
Ik Rot. I. bi 

lb. Rot. 2. ai 

De placitis Reginald! de Warcnna, & Johannls 
Cumin, Gervafii de Cornhill. lb. Rot. 2. b'. Deve- 
nefcira. 

In M^g. Rot. prd:d: anni is.pajfm. 
. De placitis Comitis Galfridi & Ricardi de Luci 
dfe hominibus de Lehna. De placitis Archidiaconi 
Piftavise, & Widohis Decani, & Reginaldi de 
Warenna, & Willelmi Bafler. De placitis Widonis 
Decani & Ogerii Dapiferi. Mag. Rot. 16 H. Ih 
Rot. i.a.^ b. Ncrfotch & Sudfolch. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavia?, & Reginaldi 
de Warenna, & Widonis Dccanii lb-. Roti i.b. 
Lundonia & Middlefexai 

De Placitis Comitis Galfridi & Ricardi ^t Luci* 
Item de Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavife. De placi- 
tis Alani de Nevill [for the Foreft]. lb. Rot. n a. 
Northamptonfcira. 

De Placitis Willelmi BafTet & Alani de NeVill 
juniorisi De Placitis Roberti de StutevHl & Hu- 
gonis de MorvilK Nova placita & novas Conven- 
tiones ; de Placitis Alani de Nevill junioris [forthc * 
Foreftj. Ibi Rot. 1. Cdrkolium. 

De Placitis Comitis Galfridi & Ricardi de Luci^P. 99, . 
De Placitis Alani de Nevill junioris & Willelmi 
Baflet. lb. Rot. 3. a. Everwichfcira. 

De Placitis Willelmi Baffet & Alani de Nevill • 
junioris. Placira Roberti de Stutevill & Hugonis 
de Morvill. De Placitis Alani de Nevil junioris 
[[for the Foreft]. lb. Rot. 3. b. l^orthumberland. 

De Placitis Alani jde Nevill [for the Foreft]. 

Item de Placitis Alani de Nevill. De Placitis Re- 

D d 2 ginaldi 
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BOOK IV. git^^di dc Wareana et Jobannis Cumin. iJ.ife/. 4. 
'^rrrv * a. ei K mU. ' 

De P^ciii^ J^zxA ^t Npyill [for the Foreft], 
N. F. etN. C. DcPlacitis AlanidcNcvilljuoioris. 
lb. Roti/^.a. et b. Berochfcira, f 

De PJacitis Alani de Nevill. De Placitis Wi- 
dpnis Decani et Willelmi Baflfct. Dc Placitis Aiani 
de Nevill junioris. Ib.^ Rot* 5.^. Glau. 

De Placitis Alahi de Nevill. De Placitis Wil- , 
lelcni BafTet et Alani *de Nevill junioris. - R. Rot. 
6. a. NaUinch. et Derb. • ^ ? 

De Placitis Willelmi Paflet et Alani de Nevill. 
junioris. lb. Ra(. 6. a* eth. Warmcfc. et Legru. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piciavas, et Wido^is. 
Decani^ et Reginald! de Warenna, et Willel^^^i 
Baffet. lb. Rot. 6. b. Ctfntebr. et Hunted. 

De Placitis Reginaldi de Warenna, et jQ^aAi^rs 
Cumin^ et Gcrvafii de Cornhell. De Placitis Akni 
de Nevill [for the Fofeft]. lb. Rot. 7.. a. Dev^tefy. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Pidtavia?, et Guido.nis 
Decani, et Reginaldi de Warenna, ct WiWe^i 
Bairet. De Placitis Alani de Nevill [for the For 
reft]. lb. Rot. 8. a. EJfexa et Hurtf. 

De Placitis Reginald! de Warenna et J^ani^s 
Cumin. N.. P. ci N. C. De Placitis Alani dfi 
Ncviij junioris. fb. Rot. 8. b. J)orJeta et Snm^f. 

Dc Placitis Archidiaconi Piftaviae, ct Regin^x 
de Warenna, et Decani dc Waltham, ct Wi.liickjii 
Baffet. Dc Palcitis Alani de Nevill [for the Fo- 
teftji lb. RqC ,9- c* Hantefcira. De Placitis Regi'* 
naldi de Warenna ct Johannis Cumin. iS^. Rot. 9^ 
Civitas Wintonia. 

De Placitis Widonis Decani ct Willelmi Baflfet. 
Dc PJ^itiai Alani dc Nevill [for the Forcft]. Dc 
Placitis JLiqir^r dc Luci. (Thefc laft I tbipk were, 
old Picas, pr Pleas of a former year.) Ib^ Rcf. 
g.b.Staf. 

Dc 
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I^ePkcitis Archidiacotji Piaaviac, et Guidbnis.Bbok ly. 
Decani, ct Rfcginaldi de Waftcrini, H Willelmi^ v ' 
ifeaflfeu; Dc Placitii Archidiaconi Piftavife et Wi- 
dbnis Dectoi. ij. /Ji?/. lb. a. Sudfixa. 

De Placitis Comitis Galfridi ct Ricardi dfe LucL 
Dfc PkcitiJ Widohis Decihi, et Rfedii^ldi de War. 
rchna, tt Willelrrii Baflct. De Platitis Willfelmi 
Baflet ^t Alafii de NcvUK th. Rdi. tti. a. it h. 
Nicholeiftira. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavl^, dt Wldonia 
pfecani^ Reginald! de Warenna, et Henrici filii 
Gdrdtii Camefaril; B. Rot. it. a. Chini. 

De Placitis Archfdiacani Pidavchfis, fet Widonis 
Decant, ct Reginald! dfe Wafenha. De Placitis 
Alani de Neviil. li. RoL \i. b. Sarreia. 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Piftavenfis, et Widonis 
Decani, et Reginaldi de Warenna, et Willelmi 
BaCcc. De Placitis Widonis Decani et Ogeri Da- 
piferi* Mag. Rot. 17 H. IL a.Norf. et Sudf. 

De Hafciih Archidi^Mhi PHJtftvenfis, et Regi- P- 100. 
naldi de Warrenna, et Decani de Waltham, Wil- 
klnii Baflct* Mag. k&t. 1? H. IL Rb/, 3. u. Hah- 
tefcira. 

De Placitis Reginaldi de Warenna ct Johaiinis 
Ctifnmin; lb. Rot. 3. h^ Civii. fViHt}oniig^ 

lb. RJ^. 3. b. 

De Placitis Willdml Baflet ct Alani de ^Tevili . 
JUrtidH^. Jb. Rot. 4. ii. Ndt.it Defb, 

De Placitis Ricardi dc Lud, lb. Rot.J^. a, 

De Plflcicis Alani d<f Neviil junibris ct Wilklriii 
Baflfct. lb. Rot. ^, a. 

lb. Rot. 5. b. NmbiiMrelml. 

Dfe "Pli^m Robirti Stutevill. lb, Rit. jf. k 
^dirkoRuHt^ 

©fe Platitis Widonis Dfecahi Ct Wilklihi Bal&t. 
IbiBj6t.:6.a.Glaceli^efcira^ 

Dd3 Dc 
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BOOKIY.^ Dc Placitia Willelmi BaflTct et Alani c}e IjfcviH 
^ YT — ^junioris. Jb Rot. 6. h. War. tt Legrec. 

Pe, flacitis Widoqis Deeani» ct Reginaldi, de 
Warenna, ec Willclri^i ESaflet, et Alani cie NcvHl 
juniorjs. • Jh. Rot^ 7. a. Lincolnfcira. 

pc Placitjs Archidiaconi Piftavi^, ct Widonis 
pecani, ct Regiaaldi de Warenna, ct WiUiclmi 
^a/Tct. lb. Rot. T. ^- Cantebr. et Hunt^: 

lb. Rot. 8. a. EJfem et Hurtf. 

Jb. Rot.^ 8* ^. Sudfexa^ 

De Placitis Archidiaconi Pi<3tavia?, et Widonis 
Decani, et Reginaldi de Warenna, et Henrici filii 
Geroldi Camerarii. lb. Rot. g. g. Ghent. 

Jb. Rot.^ 9. b. Surreiuy et Lundonia et Middy 

Mag. Rot.pradiili ami I'j.^affim. 

TOsrefersto ' ^ N'XII. 

p. 275. of 

this vol. , ^ ^ ^ ' 

FromBemdi£f.,AbbaSy^t.i.f.\^6^ 

^^ H^e funt AJfif(e falia apud Ckrendune^.et pajiea 
'' recordat^ apud Northamtoniam^ 

?* O I quis reftatus fuerjt corat^i Jufticiariis Do.- 
** O mini Regis de Murdro, vcl Latracinio, vel 
^* Roberi^, vel Recept^tiqnc hominuni talia facien- 
** tium, vel d|5 Falfpneria^ ve^ iniqua Combuftione, 
** per Sacranientum 4i^odecini MiUtutn^de' Hun- 
^^ dredq^ ct, fi Militcs ppn adfuerii>t, p^r Sacra- 
*' mentum duodecim Liberorum Lcgatlium^homit 
*^ num, et per SacranieiTtuai quatuor de unaqua- 
*t que Villa ^undredi, eat ad Jgidipium Aquce ; 
" ec fi perierit, alterum Pedem amitut. . Et apud 
*{ NortbamptQpiam addituni efl:, pro rigpre Jufti- 
*' else, quod dexterum fimiliter pugna.np quipi ped? 
ft amictac, et Regnum abjuret, et infra quadra- 
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OF* King HETNIiY II. 407 

i' ginta di€^ a Regno exulet, - Et fi ad Aquam ^Q^^ ^^j 

*' mundus fuerit, invcniat Plegios, ct remancat irt^ ^^ 

*^ Regno, nifi rcftatus fuerit de Murdro, vcl alia 

** turpi Felonia, per commune Comitatus et le- 

'' galium Militum Patriae: de quo^ fi prjedifto 

** modo redatus fuerit, quamvis ad Aquam filvui 

*' fuerit, nichilominus infra quadraginta dies t 

^' Regno exeat, ct Catalla fua« fecum afporteti 

" falvo jure Dominorum fuorum, et Regnuiil 

^* abjuret, in Mifericordia Domini Regis. Hsec 

** autem AfTifa attenebit a tempore, quo Affifa fafti 

^'fuit apud Clarendone, continue ufque ad hoc 

" tempus ; et amodo, quam diu Domino Regi pla* 

*' cuerit, in Murdro, et Prodkione, et iniqua Com- 

'* buftione, et in omnibus praediftis Capicuiis, nifi 

*^ in Mlnutis Furtis et Roberiis, quae fafta fuerunt 

^^ tempore Guerras, ficut de Equis, ct Bobus, ct 

*' minoribus rebus. 

^' Item, nuUi liceat, neque in Burgo neque ia 
^* Villa, hofpitari aliquem Extraneumj, ultra unani 
*^ nodtem, in domo fua, quern ad Reftum habere 
^' voluerit ; nifi Hofpitatus ille Eflbnium rationa- 
** bile habuerit, quod Hofpes domfls monftrct vi- 
*' cinis fins. Et cum recefferit, coram Vicinis rc- 
'*^ cedat, et per Diem ^ 

^' Si qujs faifitus fuerit de Murdro, vel L^troi 
** cinio, vel Roberta, vel Falfoncria, et indc fit 
^ cognofcens, vel de aliqua alia Felonia, quam fe- 
** cerit coram Praspofito Hundredi vel Burgi, et 
*^ coram JLegalibus Hominibus j id poftea coram 
^^ Jufticiis negare non poterit^ Et fi idem firi6 
^^ faifina coram ers aliquid hujufmodi recognoveriti 
^* hoc fimul coram Jufticiis negare non poterit. * 
*' Item, Si quis^obierit Francus-tenens, Heredei 
*' ipfius remaneant in tali Saifina, qualem Patet 
f^ fuus habuit die, qua fuit Vivus et Mortuus, de 
>' Fcodo fuo: cc Catalla fua habeant, unde faciant 

P d 4 ** divifam 
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BOOK IV, C4 divifam defuDfti 

*^ ' -' ^ ^* quirant, et ei fa< 

••^ facijre dcbcnt dt 

*' infra aBtatem, I 

V giutn fuumt ct 

*^ diu debuerir. 

" Hoiragiom ejus 

** facere debuerit. 

** fuam, et partem 

^' tingit, EtfiDo 

^* fundi Saifinam i 

♦' Jufti«i|B Domini 

^* tionenfj per duod 

f' Saifinam defun^ 

^* Vivqs et Mor^ui 

•Vita Htredibus e 

♦* hoc fecerit, et ii 
*' Mifericordia Re^ 
** kern, JufticKi 
f' cognitionem de 
** a tcrivpore.q«o [ 
^* proximo poft Pa 
**gem filipm fuum 
** kem, Jufticiae 
'* tates intra Claui 

^* QJaufanvPcnftccdftcn, ab omnibus., fcilicet Cq- 
*• minbus, BaronibttS, Militibus, ec Libere^tencrt^ 
^* tibuSj^ et ctiim Rufticis^ qui in R^no mancit 
^* voJuerinf. Et qui facere noluerit Fidelitatem, 
** tanquatn inimiGus Domini Regis capiaitur, H^- 
^' bent cti^ Jufticisfe praecipere^ quod omnes ilR, 
*' qui nonduin fecerunt Homagium 6^ JLigalrtiam 
f^ Domino Regi, quod ad tftminum, qiiffjJ cis 
-^* nominabunt^ v^niant, et- faciant Regi Hotha- 
t* gtUm ec Ligantiam ficuc Ligio P^mino. 

♦Vlten?!, Jufliciae faciant omnes Jufticias et Re**- 
5* mudinevfp6<^nte$ ad Pominum.K^gcnH & scd 

*^ Coronam 
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^>><i«bham foitai per BttVfc Boft^irti R<Jgt»i vel |sb6fcl^ , 
* ♦^ iHorum qui in Iocd '•eju* erUfK^ dc fi*§d6 Aimidii ' 
f ' MUids et irrf'm ^ nifi mm grididi^ fit quti^Ia, 
*♦ quod non poflit dcduci fine Doiilkie R^ge, vel 
** talis, quam^ Jaftkias ci rcportcnt pro dubitatione 
^^ fua^ vel ad Illos qui in loco ejus erunt. Inten* 
^ dant tamen, pro pofi^ fu6, ad Cbmmodum Do* 
** mini Regis faciendum. Facient etiam Affifam 
^' de Latronibus iniquk et Mal^a^dfibds lerrfi : 
** (qu« Affifa t& per ConfiliUm Regi$, filii fui, 
** et Hominurrt fuorUnt) per quos ituri funt Comi- 
** tatus^ 

•• Itcrti, Jiiftici* |)rdvideant, quod Caftellii di- 
•* ruta prorfus diruantur, et diruenda bene profter- 
^* nantur* Et nifi boc Tecerint, DoHiinus Rex Ju* 
*• dicium Curiae fuas dc eis habere voluerit, ficut de 
♦* Cbntertiptoribus Pr»cepti (uu 

** Item, Jufticife inquirant de Excaetis, de Ec- 
*•* ctefiis, de Terris, de t'eminis, quae lint de Do* 
*' natione Domini Regis. 

^* Item, Baillivi Domini Regis refpondeant ad 
'^' Scaccarium, tarn dc Aftifo Redditu, quani dc 
** omnibus Perquifitionibus fuis, quas faciunt in 
'** Bailliis fuis. Excfeptis illis, quae pertinent ad 
•* Vict'cofpitatum, 

'* Item, Jufticiae inquJrant de Cuftodiis Caftcl- ' 
*^ lofum, et qni, et quantum, et ubi eas dcbeant; 
♦' ^t uoftea mandent Domino Regi. 

** Item, Latro ex quo capitur, Vicecomiti tra- 

^* daiur ad cuftodiendum. Et fi Vicecomcs abfens 

^* Ifucrit, ducatur ad proximum Caftelianum, et 

'•* Jpfe ilium cuftodi^t, donee ilium liberct Vice- 

'^^ comiti. 

•* I|em, Jufticiae faciant quaerere per Confbe- 
1* tudincm Terne illos, qui a Regno recefTerunt. 
*' Et mfi redire v^teerint ihftat Tefminum nomi- 
f* naturo, et ftarc ad Rcftum in Curia Domini 

•'Regis, 
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BOOK IV. ".Regis, poftca Utlagcntur j ef Nomina: Uria^d* 
■^ ^** runn aficrantad Pafcha, et ad feftum Sahfti Mi- 

^^ chaelis^ ad Scaccarium, et exinde mictantur 

** Domino Rcgi/' 



This refers to 
p. 282. of 
ibis vol, 



f compcllat 
Brompton, 
Chron. col. 

<^82. 



^ ferrum 
Wilkins. 

^pofit 
Brompton, 

Wilkins. 
« ferrum 
Wilkins. 

^ ^r ferrum 
Wilkins. 



From the Tranfcript in SelderCs NQt(s ia EaJU 
Tfierus^ ^v^93» J94- ^ . 

WILLIELMUS Pel Gratis R'exAn^o- 
rum, Omnibus ad quos fcriptum hofc pfrr 
veniet falutem et amicitiam. Mando et praecipio per 
totam Anglia? nationem cuftodiri ; Si * Anglicus 
homo* compellet aliquem Francigenam perbelluip 
de furto vcl homicidio vel aliqua re pro qua helium 
fieri debeat vel judicium inter duos homines, har 
beat plenam licentiam hoc fapiendi. Et fi An- 
glicus bellum noluerit, '^ Fr^ncigena compellatus 
adlegiet fe jurcjurando contra eum per fuos tcftcs 
fccundum legem Normannise. Item fi * Franci- 
gena compellat Anglicum per bcUiim de eifdem 
rebus, Anglicus plena licentia defendat fe per hel- 
ium, vel per ** judicimp^ fi magis ei placeat. Et 
ii ^ uterque fit invalidus, pt npljt helium vel non 
^ poflet, quacrat fibi legalem defenforem. Si Fran- 
cigena vidtus fuerit, perfolvat Regi Ix s. Ep fi An- 
glicus nolet defendere fe per bellum vel ppr tpfti- 
monium, adlegiet fe per Dei 'judicium, De on\- 
nibus utlaMriflB rebus Rex inftitujt, ut 



An^i 






fepurget ^ad judicium. E{,fi^.,4^%g|, 

' * In the Copy given by Wilkins, it rtands thus : " Franci- 
* gena compellans Anglum purget fe in jurejurando teftes le- 
" cundum Legem Normanniar/' But the fenic is muck better 

as I have g^iveu it here from Selden,. ,,.-..- 

Francigenan^ 
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OF King HENRY II. 4U 

yfjafic'^^n^rn dfi udagarUj et hoc fgpcreutn invcri-BOOK IV. 

tare veiir, defendat fe Fraflicigena per bellum. E,t^ "^ — ^ 

(i Anglicus non audeat s cnim probare per bellum, s Eum compel- 
defendat fe Francigena pleno juraracnto, non la^re ad bellum. 
yerborum obfervanjiis. 



N^ XIV This refers ta 

* pf 283. of 



From JVUkmSy p. 2 apt 



tbb vol, 



D 



ECRETUM eft etiam ibi, ut fi Franci- 
— gena appellaverit Anglum de perjurio, aut 
rourdro, furto, aut homicidio, * Ran^ quod dicunt * ibidem, p» 
apertam rapinani, quae negari non potcft, Anglus^^^* ^',. 
fe defendat per quod melius voluerit, autjudici0c//«r'4«^/tf ' 
ferri, aut duello. Si autem Anglus infirmus fuerif, r^/zVitf. 
inveniat alium qui pro eo faciat. Si quis eorum 
viftus fuerit, emendet Regi xl folidos. Si auteth 
Anglus Francigenam appellaverit ct probare vo- 
luerit judicio aut duello, volo tunc F/ancigenam 
j)urgare fe facramento non ^ frado. ^firroUoYc^ 

den. 



K XV. 


This refers to 




- p. 289 of 


From JVilkins^ f>. 229, 


Jhis vol. 



INTERDICIMUS etiam ne quis occidatur. 
cniantur 

vd fufpcndatqr pro aliqua culpa ; fed enerventur 
pculU et abfcindantur pedes, vel tefticuli, vel me- 
lius, ita quod truncus remaneat vivus in fignum 
proditionis, ctnequitise fuae: fccundum enim quan- 
^it^ijffp djeliai. debet; ppena mjileficis infligi. Ifta 
8 , praecep^ 
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412 APPENDIX TO tHE tilFE 

SooRlV.ptgceptai sen fint .«lblat& %er! fMufaidars^ 4|fi^ 
**'=*^«' 'ttam pteaan* TeftibUBj Ice^ 



This refers to vi© VTrr 

p. 319. of N XVi. 

this vol. 

From Rymer^s Fo^era^ p, 36. 

A.D.ii>^. TTENRICUS Dei gratia Rex Anglfcc, Domi* 
*-- — V- — ^JLjL nus Hibfei-niac, F)u:t NdfmanhiJe, Aquicaniar, 
'^•/°^*^' Comes AndcgavisB, Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, 
* Abbaribqs, Prioribus, Cq?aititais^ BarcJ(iibu5» Juf- 
ticiariis^ Viceco/nitibus^ Piiaepoficis^ Miniftrk, ^c 
otKinibus Balliyis et Fidelibus fuis^ fakcem. Scia* 
tis quod pro faluce animae neftras et animanam An- 
tecefforurp ct jiaercdufn noftrorumi et ad itiakB 
GonfuetudirreS; abple^das coificeffimus^ & bac Caita 
lioftra eonfirmavimus pro nobis et HaerfedibiJs nof- 
^is in perpe(tuiim, quotielciimque de c-a^re coh'- 
tjgerit aii^uam navem pericUc^ri in pol^ftjat^ nof- 
tra, fjve in Goftera Maris Angliae, five in Cofteri 
' PiftavijE, five in Coftdra Infulae Oleronis, five in 
Coftera Wafconiae, et de navi taliter periclitata ali- 
quis homo vivus evaferit et ad terram venerit, om- 
nia bona et catalla in navi ilia contenta remaneanc 
ct fint corum quorujh ptius fticrunt, et cis non de- 
perdantuT nomine Wrecci> Et fi de navi taliter 
periclitata nulio homine vlw evadtfnte contingat 
quamque.befti^m alikm.vivam evadere, vel in ngvi 
ilia vivam invcniri, tunc bona ct catalh ilia per 
Imanus Ballivbrum noftrorum, vel Hasredum nof- 
trortiniy vfel per muiRUs Baltivorum ^ibruni, in 
c^riim terra naVis fucrit peri^Hwta, liber^rttur 
quattibr probis bominibus .cuOrodiehda uique iKl 
termtnum trium menfium^ at fi illf^ quorum c^calk 
ilU fucrint^ kiffft sermrincum illani venbrinc ^ ^xi^* 

genduro- 
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oi King HENRY n. 41? 

gprtdwm Caliatb ilia, et probate pa^iot ipft cataHaBOl^K IV. 

fi^a cflfe, ^13 Hbcrentur qiuet^. Si vero infra pras*^ '^^ ^^ ' 

didi^um terminum nuUus veniret ad exigendum ca-^ 
taUa il)a, tunc noftra fint ec Hasr^um noftroruan 
nqaxiae Wrecci, vcl altetiu^'qui Hheriatem ha» 
bucrit Wreccum habendi. Si vero de navi pcriplU 
tata taliter nullus homo vivus cvafcrit, nee alia 
beftia fieut praedidlum eft, turn nona cc catalla in 
navi ilia contenta noftra fint et Haeredum noftrorum 
nomine Wtccci, vel akcrius ubi navis fuecitpc- 
ritlitata, qui libertatem habuerit Wreccum habendi. 
Qjjore voluoiuset ficmiter prascipimus pro nobis et 
H«redibus noftris, quod, quotiefcunque de.caetero 
contWigeret aliquam navem periclitari, in potcftate 
noftra, five in Coftera Maris Anglias, five in Coftera 
Pi<Jtavi^,rive in Coftera InfulasOleronis, five inCof^ 
Rjra'Wkfconias, etde navi taliter periclitata aliquis 
homo vivus evaferit et ad terram veneric, omnia 
borta ^t catalk in navi ilia contenta remaneant, ec 
iint eorum quorum prius fuerint, ec eia noft d^er- 
dji^iur liomine Wrecei. Et fi xle aavi taUter pe« 
rklicata, nuUo homine vivo ev^ote, contings^t 
qM^J^cumquc hcftiam aUam vivam cvadere, vel in 
navi ilia vivam inveniri, tunc bona et catalla ilh 
per manus Ballivorum noftrorum, vel Haeredum 
noftrorum, vel per manus Ballivorum ipforum, in 
quorum terra navis facrit periclitata, liberentur 
quatuor probis hominibus cuftodienda ufque ad 
terminum triuni mettCum, ut li illi, quorum ca- 
talla ilia fuerint, infra terminum ilium venerint ad 
exigendum catalla ilia, et.probare pofllnt ipfa ca- 
talla fua eflfe, cis liberentur quieta. Si vero infra 
pi^idkum terminum nullus Vcnerit ad exigchdutn 
catalla yia, tunc noftf^ fint et H^red^m noftro^ 
runi nqminft Wrecei, vel alt^rius qui libertatem 
h^U^u^rk W^^ccqm habendi. Et fi de navi ilia, 
taiir^' periclitjiti nuUus kQtm vivu5 cv^aftrit.vfcl » 

alia 
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414- At^PENDIX TO THE LIFE 

BOOK IV. 4tlia bcftia ficut prsediftum eft, tunc ttoha & catalli^ 
^ V "^ in navi iHa contcnta, npftra fint et Hasredum 
noftrorirm nomine Wrccci, vel alccrias, ubi n^vis 
fuciit pcriclitata, qui libertatem habuerit Wrec- 
cum habendi, ficuc prasdidurti eft. Hiis Tcfti^ 
bus, 

Vcnerabili Patrc W. Karleol. Epifcopo. 

J.< 

Pet 

Hci 

Hu 

Go< 

An^ 

Wi 

Gal 

Gal 

Bar 

Job 

Datur 

Cyccftr. 

well* vie 

vicelimo 



TheTe were 
promifed to 
the Reader in 
the Appendix 
to vol. I. p. 
47X. 



Tranfcribedfrom JVilkins^ p. 219. 

'I. 

PAX Sanftae Ecclefiar. Cujufcunquc Forif- 
fadlura? quis reus fit hoc tempore, & venire 
poteft ad San^am Ecclefiam, Paccm habeat vita? 
& membri. Et fi quis injecerit manum in cum 
qui matrem Ecclcfiam quscfierit, five fit Abbatia, 

five 
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6F Kino PENRY IF; 415^ 

five Ecclefia Rdigionis, reddat earn qacm abftu- BOOK IV» 
lerit, & centum folidos nomine Forisfa6tur«, ' 
ct Matri Ecclcfiae Parochiali xx folidos, ct Ca- 
pejlse X folidos. Et qui fregerit pacem Regis in 
Meipchcnelega, centum folidis emendet; fimilit«r 
de compenfatione homicidii^ & de inddiis prsecogi* 
tatis *. 

11. 

Haec placita pertinent ad Coronam Regis. Et fi 
aliquis aut aliqua vexaverit, (moleftaverit aUt) 
malefeccrit hominibus illius Ballivse et de hoc fit 
^ttindus per juftitiam Regis, ForisfaAura fit dupla 
iilius quam alius quifpiam forisfecerit f « 

Ilh 

Et qui in Danelega violaverit pacem Regis, 
cxliv libris emendet. Et Forisfafturas Kegis quae 
pertinent ad Vicccomitcm, xl folidi in Merchene- 
Jega, & 1 folidi in Weftfexcnelega. Et de libcro 
homine qui habct Sac & Soc & Tol & Tcm & 
Infangenthcof & implaciutus fuerir, & ad Fo* 
risfafturam pofitus in Comitatu, pertinet Foris* 
faftura ad opus Vicecomitis xl Orae in Danelega, 
& de alio homine, qui ejufmodi Libertatem non 
habet, Orar xxxii. De his xxxii oris habebit 
Vicecomes ad ufum Regis oras decern, & is qui 
eum implacitaverit habebit in remedium verfus eum 

.• In tranfcribing this itatute I have altered fome of the flops, 
which are evidently wrong and hurt the fenfe, 

f This is obfcurely worded ; but the fenfe of it is, that for 
any ill treatment of the King's tenants in his bailliwl(!k the for- 
feiture fhould be double to what it would be in the cafe of ^ny 
other man. This, and fome other flatutes of William the Firft, 
here given, were not in ule under Henry the Second, wh^n' 
Glannlie's treatife was written. 

oras^ 
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4i6 API^ENfilX TO "trtB LIFE 

l{OOJC iV.orM ^(iis & DeroHiua ia qujus fioibus man&rlc It, 
^ '■*-'■ "'oriR. Hsre eft ID Danele^ *. 

IV, 
P. 320. jjggc ^{^ Confijctucjo in Merchenclega, fi quis 

appellatus fucrit de Latrocinio, feu de Furto, Sc 
plegiatus fueric venire ad julliciam, & fugeric in- 
terim, Plegius ejus habql?it iv menfes & unum 
diem ad eum quacr^ndum, & fi pofliceum invenire, 
jviret fe duodecima nE^aou, quod teoipoitt qua eum 
piegi^vit Latro non fuerac^ neque per eum efiec 
quod ftigerit, nfc cum prehendtre poffit. Tunc 
r^dd§t Catallum, & kk (blidos pfo capite, & iv 
denarios ei qui ceperit ipfum, & i^um obolum pro 
inquifitione, & xl folidos Regi. In Weftfexene- 
lega c folidos ad cb more (n pro Capite, & iv libras 
Regi. Et in Danelega<^ Forisfaftura eft viii libr^, 
XX folidi pro Captte, & vii librae Regi. £t fi is . 
poteft infra, annum & iv dies invenire l^atronem, & 
cum perducere ad juftitiam, rcdhibcbunt ci vi- 
ginti folidgs quos acccperint, & fiat juftitia de 
Latrone. 

V. 

Is qui preheBderit Latron^n} aWque fcfta & 
abfqiJie elampre* qugm dimiferir ^i cut dtmourp fc- . 
c?fit, & veneric ppft^, jqftiri^m poftqlaiurw, ra- 
tion! conveniens eft, m det x fQlidoji dc f Hcn« 
guire, & Bnem facict juftitise ad primam Curiam, 
t(, fi confirmetur in Curia, abfquc: licentia juftitia, 
fie forisfaftuca de xc lolidis. 

. * This law only (hews the difference of the xnul^s in difierent 
parts of the kingtlom, as they had been eftablijhcd by the* 
Danes or Saxons inhabiting there. Twelve orae made a pound* 
f This word iignifies a muI6t for the dcape of a robber. 

s yiii, 
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^ !$1 e^Miii iVtitri oeciderit^ & fit reus confitens, & 
tfm!^6dard te^aveHt^ det de fuo Manbote Domino 
pr6 libefb homine x (blidos & pro fervo xx foli^os. 
Wcra f hart; eft XX Bbr^ in Merchcnelega, & in 
Weft-Sexeneleg^. Et Wera Villani '^ c folidi in' 
jilerchenele^, atque etiam in Weft-SeXeiielega. 

IX. * - 

Quod ad Weram attlnet» primo reddat is qui eft 
4e m)biR (an^^uine^, Viduac et Orphanis x folidps ; 
^ quQjd fupereft, Orphant ec cognaci inter & (fivi« 
dantf 

X- 

Ibi W6ta leddere potuit quia Eqwqi QOn caf-^. 
ffatum pro XX folidis^ et Taurgm pro x 6}M\s^ e( 
Jj^duum pro y foKdisf. 

XL 

Si quis alium percufferit, ct negavcrit ultra emen-^ 
dare, primo illi reddat caput fuum (id eft, capitis 
pmwxm^ vulgo Wergiklum)et iUi percuCfor juiet 
fuper San&a quod aUter non potuerit facere, nee 
ex malitia quacunque iUe fuerit in terram dejeftus, 
id quod (caufa) doloris eft. 

* IlM|fu^A^f«^i ht!» n^ ^ underftood to me^m,. 
not flaves, but farroen* H^(ra fignifte^ the price of a man's 
life. 

f Thcfe prices aie remarkable, as they fhew the high value of 

money in thflda 42^ 
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BOOK IV. XII, 

Si pUga jilicui cypni^t vifui 4perto^ capitc told 
vifo iv dcnarios det percuffor, ct de omni ofle, 
Guo4 qui; traxerit e^ plaga, offt toto vifo, iv d|e<* 
naripsV poftea compofitjo ci |iat, fecunaqm ho*- 
nQffs quos ci (os vcl caput) feccrint; hoc cum fcr 
cerit, fi cor fuum ci beneyplumrnonftraycrit, et 
contilium fuutn ci' donaveriC| accipiac abiUb quodei 
abftulerit*. 



* Some parts of tjiis ftatute arc oWcure. ' i 

4 / JiVIi 



Digitized by 



Google 



<ir Kino HENRY II. ^ 419 

XVr, BOOK IV. 

* . ' 

222. 
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415 APPENDIX flfviutlfB 

BOOK IV. vim inferat, mulfta ejus Domino eft x folidi. SI 
^■p, l y 1 ^ ^vcro cam comprcflcrit, loritfacit membra. 

XX. . 

Qui retinet denwwm S. Petri* dm^riuoi re^dtt 
per y^uxam S, Ecclefias et xkk tfan^ps* t(mC- 
h&Jdi^. Ec fi de ea re iefl: implscitatus per ]^W 
t^m RegMU foriafaeias Eptfcops xyx iwuka^ feC 

XXL 

Si quis altcriocutam eflft>diat iriforttrmo, emcir* 
dec Ixx folidis folidorum Anglicanorum. Et :fi' 
fifus ei reftituatur, dimidium duntaxat reddatur. • 

XXV. 

De Avcrio quod ouis m xnapibus Wbet, qui 
velit poftulare furpo fublatum, et ille vult flare va- 
dios et in venire plegips ad profequehfloin appcl* 
Jum fuum, tunc incumbit illi ciui retn ^bucrtt in 
manibus nominare warrantum lUtidi, ft eum ha» 
buerit; et fi non habucrit eum, upminqiblt fuum 
vadem primarium, et teftes iocs, et habeblt eos 
ad diem, et ad terminum, ii eps habeant aut ^ 
habere poterit. [All the reft Of this ftaoftc is lb 
obfaure, fiom the faults of the MS, or the obfo- 
Ictc terms, that I do not think it worth ^ing.J 

XXVI. 

f. izj^ De Murdpo Fianci^enap occifi> ^ hopfiiqes bun* 

dredi non prehendunt 6^ 4ucunt ad ji^^itian^ inft% 
viii dies ut oHendat ob quam caufam feceritj redp 
dant N^rdri pomiae jdyii l^brcas. 
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Dc tf»iii Vila, videlicet Wodkig-ihtft^ ct Er-^ V^ '^ 
ming-ftnoet, et Fo^Su Qui in aliqm harutn vi«« 
rum hominem kinerancein fiveoccideritiivexQfifie; 
rit, if paccm Regis idoiat*^. 

XXXL 

St Latrodnium fit invenrom, in a^^ctinqiif P. a2j4 
term £t^ et hstn fimul^ Domimts terne et Lhior ejus 
habebunt medietatem bonorooa} Ltnonis^ ec venudt^ 
catoreieorum Catalla fi ilia invenerinc» et alteram 
medietatem, (i repertum fie infra Sache <t Sochcy 
perdat Uxor, ec Dominus habebic f. 

XXXV. 

Si morct damnata fie, ai^ membroram mtitSa- 
tioniy foemina imprsegRata, de ea nm fiat juftim 
priufquam partuerit. 

XXXVII. 

Si jpater deprehenderit fiKam la aduiierio in dkHMi 
ftia, KM in domo generis fai, bene licebit ei oeci^ 
dcre adulterom |. 

* I do not underftand why more in thde roads than clfe- 
where: for all homicides or a^aults were breaches of the king^ft 
jjcace. 

f Ido not wen underftand the reafbn of thelatter paxt of thift 
itatute. 

' % Mr. Tyirell, in commendng upon this flatute, exprefles hi^ . 
furptiase that it ihould not have given to the hufband the powiC 

Ec$ xxxvia. 



^ 
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4«» APPENDIX TO THE LIFE 

£22^* xxxviir. 

Si quis ex neccffitate alterutn ocdderit, 4ut, 
propter gubernationem faciliorem^ ego jecero res 
tuas de navi ob metum mortis, de hoc non poces 
me implacitare. Nam licet alteri damnum inferre 
t)b mortis metum, quando periculum evadere noa 
potcft ; et fi de hoc me accufes, quod ob metum 
' mortis nihil feci * de hoc contcmptu, et ea quae in 

iiavi reftant dividantur in communi fecundum Ca- 
talla, et fi. quis jecerit Catalla extra navim abfqu^ 
lieceffitate, ea reftituat 

XXXIX. 

Duo funt participes ej ufdem pacis, et unus eorum 
implacitatus abfque altero*; fi negligentia fua per- 
dit, non inde debet damnum cedere alteri, qui 
abfens fuit» Nam quod judicatum eft inter eos 
non debet pracjudicare iis qui abfentes fuerunt. 

XLI. 

Caute profpiciant li quibus cura incumbit judicia 
f&cefe, ei; judicent uti pctunt quando dicunt dmitte 
nobis debita noftra* Et prohibemus ut honv> Chrifti- 
anum extra terram non vcndat, nee prasfcrtim in pa- 

which It hath given to the father. I prefume the hufband had it 
by .the common or cuftomary law, which William the Firfldid 
not abrogate, but made this addition to it for the better Securing 
of the chaftity of the wives of his barons and military tenant^ 
and of thofe who held under^them by knights iervice, whfcn the 
hulband Ihould attend him in foreign wars. 

* In this paragraph, as printed here from Wilklns, the ferife 
is* very impe?fe£t. It. may be may be a little mended by putting 
A full Hop after contmptu^ but will Hill remain obicuf e. 

^ ' - ^ gimrnumt 
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ganifnum» Caveat homo quod quis amma;nejtiSl^QOK IV* 
non pcrdat quam Dtw vita fua rcdemit. Qui in« ^' " ■ ' v ^' ^ 
juriam eievaverit» aut falfum judicium hihc pro- 
feret aut odii aut avaritiae gratia, fit in forisfaftura 
Regis de xl folidis ; fi non potefl: allegare quod plus 
redi facere noluerit, perdat iibertatem fuam^ nifi 
juxta bcneplacitum Regis illam ab co redimerc 
queat. Et fi fit in Danelega, fit Forisfafhira de 
Lahfute ; fi allegare non poteft quod melitiis facere 
non volucrit et quod redtam legem ct reflrutn judi^ 
xium recufaverit, fit forisfa£i:ur& erga tUum ad 
quem jus hoc pertinuerit ; hoc eft, fi fit erga Re« 
gem, vi librae ; fi fit erg^ Comitem, xl folidi i fi 
fit in Hundredo, xxx folidi, et erga omnes eos qui 
Cun^m habent in* A^glia, hocieil;, j^xca folMos 
Anglicanos. In Danclega qui redum judiciumn^f- 
cufaverit, fit is in mifericordia de fuQ Lahfpte, nee 
bene faciat querelam Regi de hoc quod quis ei^ d$* 
fecerit in Hundredo aut in Con^tatp ^\ j , . 
'. • ■ , #^ « • 

XLV. 

Et qui retatus eft, et teftibus conviftus de *r^.* deleautd 
heltionej ct implacitatus tribus vicibus vitavit, et ad i»*c French, 
quartam vicem oftendat fummonitor tria ejus cri- 
xnina, nHiiloitiinus maridetur homini ut pkgfum 
inveniat, et veniatadjus; et fiiiolity finonvideric 
hohiinem vivum aut mortuum, capiat quantum 
habet et reddat peieoti catallum fuum, et Dominus- 
habeac medietatem refidui,, et hundredum medie* . 

tatem. Et fi nullus parens aiit amicus iftam jufti^- -- 
ciam deforciaverint, forisfaciant erga regem vlHi^ Q^^m'^f* 
bras. Et qua?i:at latrp quicquid pQterit inVcmt^^'^* 

* The fenfe of this and Ac following ftatute fecrai to bp 
|;re,atly corrupted in feveral parts, 

noij 
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4H 4API*E»©rX TO T»B LIFE 

BOOlCIV^ i^te fcabctt w^raftttim de rita foa, nee per pr6hi 
^ * Wtijw pladtum|K)terit aHquid rtcopciaptt 

XLVIII. 

7i 2a7« £t qui Latroni occurreritt et fine damore cum 

permiicric at>bc, ^mendct j^a, vatoccm Latronis^ 
aut ik pwgiet plena kge quod iUi^tn LacroQem effc 
nefcivit: et qui clamorem audierit; tx fuperlederit^ 
C^pexkSpnc Regis emeodet aut feip&un purgcu . 



St qith iofra Himdreckmi iMufkm fuerk, k 
homines eum reciAeant, fe dnodeckna manti pur- 
^, €t fi aitlugerii peiidente aceufatione, deKmmii 
wddac WenM foain, ec fi donHous ineufetur quod 
per eum abire pennJVtkory fe puf^t (exia fnaB»» 
et fi non pofifety emendet verfus Regenii & fit ut« 
lagacus. 



LIIL 

y. Care. ^ Voliimus aotem et firmiter praeapimus^ ui cmiW 
Re^is Willi- n^ homiiie^ quoa nobifcQni adduxinms aut poft nos 
queil^'^de '^^'c^nctio^ fiat; fiib proteAione ei in pace nc^m per 
Quibuiaam uuWenlam rogMMn prse^ftum, et fiquis de lllis 4K* 
£tutit. Wil- dftis f ucrk^ Dotntnus ejus babeat intra v (fies komi'* 
kini, p. aaS. ^^idiain ^w fi pocerit ; fin attiem % incipiat perfoU 
W9C Doibfs xl¥i mareas atigenti quamdiu fiibAantia 
fikmioi il)mw parducaverit* Ubi vero fiibftantia 

• Somcthiitg feems to be wanting here. 

Domini 
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OF King HENRY It 4S5 

Domini defecerit, totus hundredus in quo occifio^^^^ ^* 
fafta ^ft communiter folvat quod rcmanct *• 1 

^he following Jiatute was iy miftake not injerted among 
the civil laws of fVilliam the Conqueror^ given iM 
the yIppencUx to the firfl volume^ ^•4<J4> ^feq. 

XXXVL 

Si quis inteftatus obierit^ liberi ejus hasreditateoi 
sequalicer dividant. 

This appears to have been changed by the pre« 
valence of feudal principles over the old Englilh 
cuftoms in the time of Henry the* Second. For 
military fiefs became impartible^ and, with regard 
to chattels, Glanville fays, " Cum quis vero in- 
^ teftatus deceEerit, omnia catalla fua fui domini 
** eflc intelliguntur; fi vero plures habuerit domi- 
^ nos, Guilibet illorum catalla fua recuperabit qus 
^* in fcodo fuo reperiet." L. vii. c. 16. 

* This and fome other Aatutes of this long wtxt extraor^ 
dinary precautions taken to prevent the murdqing of foicigfiers 
whom he had brought over with him, or who came, upon hii 
encouragement, to fettle in Engird under his protedion. 



^e End df the Appendix rt the FouRTif 
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ERRATA in BOOK IV. 



Page. Line« 

6. 7. from the bottom, initead of afttwards read mftpr^, 
awards* 
inftead of as far a read asfar au 
from the bottom, inftead of ///# read title. 
from the bottom, inftead of tbtir read thtr$.^ 
6. from the bottom, before Gothrick infert of> 
from the bottom, leave out iMbicb^ 
leave out the fecond and. 
before /^/ infert of, 
, before motives leave oat m* 
lis. inftead offube/quent ttsAfubfifuent. 
inftead of re-fentments read rejentmentt^ 
leave out the iecond not, 
inftead of cnoferencest^zdi conferences* 

Falfe Stopping which httrts the Senie. 

37, 13* from the bottom, zktt force put a comma inftead of 
zfemicolonm 
iz6. 14. from the bottom, after merit inftead ot^i, period put 
SLjemico/on. 

Notes. 

352. 4. from the bottom, for nvnicb read Wi&iVi^. 

364. 2. ^m the bottom, (or farticulaaly read particularly . 

Appendix. 

404. 9. from the bottom, for palcitis rtzd placitis. 
406. 2. from the bottom, for/K^tf» read/«^««». 

Marginal Reference. 
III. inftead of Nribuegenf. read Neubrigenf. 
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